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by JUSTIN COOPER 
Members of the Rochester City 

Council took time to acknowledge 
the mass shootings that took 
place earlier this month in El Paso, 
Texas, and Dayton, Ohio, at 
Monday’s city council meeting. 
Both Council President Mark 
Tisdel and Mayor Bryan Barnett 
advocated for enhanced 
background checks for gun 
ownership. 

Before calling for a moment of 
silence to remember the victims, 
Councilmember Dr. Susan Bowyer 
opened the meeting with a 
statement condemning the 
violence. 

“These are both senseless acts 
of violence against the openness 
and diversity that define our way 
of life in America, and it just seems 
that diversity and hostility are 
prevailing over tolerance and 
understanding, and this should 
not be the direction of our future,” 
Bowyer said. “America is and 
always has been a great nation 
where people from around the 
world live together and work 
together to make a brighter 
tomorrow. So now is the time for 
everyone to stand together in love 
and kindness, and stop the hatred 
and the violence that is pervading 
our culture.” 

The back-to-back shootings in 
El Paso and Dayton less than two 
weeks ago left 31 dead and dozens 
wounded. As of August 14, there 
have been 257 mass shootings in 
the U.S., according to data from 
the nonprofit Gun Violence 
Archive. According to the most 
recent data from the CDC, nearly 
40,000 people were killed by guns 
in the United States in 2017. The 
last time gun death rates were at 
similar heights was in 1996. 

Tisdel said that despite a 
recent upswing, the overall trend 
for the number of deaths caused 
by gun violence had fallen 

THE ROCHESTER COMMUNITY gathered on August 1 to celebrate the grand opening of a newly 
refurbished Downtown Rochester space. Stewart Team Real Estate Partners works with home-buyers 
every day to help them make this vital decision. When the time came to find their new headquarter office, 
Stewart Team looked no further than the place they started, and the place they call home; Downtown 
Rochester. To learn more, visit Stewartteam.com/.
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by ELENA DURNBAUGH 
A request for a permit to take 

down an eastern black walnut 
tree designated as a ‘landmark 
tree’ under Rochester ordinance 
sparked a lengthy discussion 
about not only the tree, but the 
nature of the ordinance itself at 
City Council’s Aug. 12 meeting. 

Rochester resident Mike 
Jones came before council to 
request a permit to take down an 
eastern black walnut tree in the 
front yard between two 
neighboring houses, both of 
which he owns.  

The tree received a score of 18 
on an examination which 
evaluates its size, structure, and 
health conducted by Deputy City 
Manager and professional 
forester Nik Banda. A score of 16 
designates a tree as a ‘landmark 
tree,’ which means it can’t be 
removed without a tree removal 
permit. 

Jones cited the danger the 
tree’s large walnuts pose to his 
family as his motivation to 
remove it from the property. The 
walnuts fall each autumn, and 
Banda said this year’s crop of 
walnuts is expected to be heavy. 
The walnut tree’s canopy covers 
the area from Jones’ driveway to 
his front door. 

“My wife’s in and out of the 
house three to four times a day 

Request to 
remove 
‘landmark tree’ 
sparks broader 
debate

Inside This Issue

See ROCHESTER HILLS, page 3

Live music lineup 
announced for 2nd 
annual Fork & Cork 
Festival 

The 2nd annual Fork & Cork 
Festival presented by Crest 
Lincoln of Sterling Heights returns 
to downtown Utica September 20-
22 with three days of live music, 
food, and fun. 

The festival features food 
trucks, local restaurants, craft 
beer and wine, artists and vendors 
for a weekend that celebrates the 
end of summer and beginning of 
fall. This year, the festival will be 
located in Memorial Park and the 
adjacent parking lots on the south 
side of Auburn Road just west of 
Cass in downtown Utica. 
Admission to the festival is free 
and beer tickets can be purchased 
at two convenient locations near 
the festival entrances. Proceeds 
from beer and wine sales benefit 
the Humane Society of Macomb. 

Two live music stages will 
keep festivalgoers entertained all 
weekend long, with the Acoustic 
Stage located behind Muldoon's 
and the Main Stage in Memorial 
Park. 

Just announced, Credit Union 
One will be the Main Stage 
sponsor at the 2019 Fork & Cork 
Festival, hosting a variety of 
genres and musical groups. 

Friday evening acts include 
Grand Rapids-based funk 
ensembles Soul Priority and Big 
Sherb, as well as local indie 
favorites Remnose. 

Saturday's Main Stage lineup 
will feature local indie-rock 
quartet Sunblocker, and the 
classic cover songs from Wag the 

See TREE, page 2
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with the kids … loading them up 
in the car is not easy,” Jones, who 
has three children aged three-
years-old and less, said. “When 
the walnuts are falling down, if 
they were to hit my child in the 
head, there is a chance my child 
could potentially die from a head 
injury.” 

Eastern black walnut trees, 
formally classified as Juglans 
nigra, produce a chemical which is 
toxic to many other plants. Jones 
said an arborist told him that a 
tree currently struggling to grow 
in an easement in front of one of 
his homes is being inhibited by 
the walnut tree’s chemicals.  

Rochester resident Stacie 
Schultz, who lives one street 
down from Jones, came to the 
meeting to echo Jones’ worries. 
Schultz, whose grandparents 
bought the house she’s currently 
living in 1947, said she has been 
picking up walnuts on the 
property for 53 years. She said the 
falling walnuts damaged a car she 
once owned and that debris from 
the tree clogs a nearby storm 
drain and results in flooding on 
her street several times each year.  

“However many years ago 
when the city said this is the tree 
we’re gonna build … over 100 

years later black walnut trees are 
not neighbor, kid, dog, plant, 
people, family, community-
friendly,” Schultz said. 

“As a forester, I will admit, in 
an urban canopy black walnuts 
are not a great thing,” Banda said. 
“But they’re part of Rochester, 
they’re part of many urban 
landscapes.”  

Rochester’s landmark tree 
ordinance features a list of 
‘nuisance tree’ species which may 
not become landmark trees, but 
the eastern black walnut tree is 
not on it. 

Rochester resident Melissa 
Weisse came forward to warn 
against the chipping away of the 
city’s natural elements, wishing it 
to remain “green, and mature, and 
lovely, and leafy.” 

After the public hearing 
closed, council embarked on a 
wider-ranging debate concerning 
the landmark tree ordinance itself. 

Banda and Councilmember 
Ben Giovanelli discussed a 
possible slippery-slope issue of 
taking down messy tree species 
and replacing them with the only 
cleaner species that came to 
Banda’s mind, maple trees, 
contributing to the 
overpopulation of maple in the 
Lower Peninsula. Giovanelli said 
he could think of another tree he 
finds inconvenient, a tree which 
produces long pea pods, and 
wondered how far tree removal 
would go once it began. 
Councilmember Nancy Salvia 

supported the ordinance as 
written, saying, “This is nature.” 

Councilmember Ann 
Peterson was in favor of revisiting 
the landmark tree ordinance, 
which was put in place in 2009. 

“I want to get rid of this 
ordinance, because I see it of no 
use,” Peterson said. “… Builders 
now are afraid to come and look at 
a piece of property because they 
have big trees on them, knowing 
that they’re not going to be able to 
take them down or they have to 
come before us and they have to 
pay so much money and put up 
trees that really don’t make sense 
on the properties.” 

Peterson, who owns 
Rochester-based Ann Peterson 
Realty Services, also emphasized 
the rights of private property 
owners to do what they must to 
protect their homes from being 
damaged and their families from 
being hurt. Peterson was the only 
councilmember to vote against 
denying Jones a tree removal 
permit. 

“I’m not against looking at the 
ordinance,” Mayor Rob Ray said. 

Though council denied Jones’ 
request for a tree removal permit, 
there seemed to be some 
agreement that the landmark tree 
ordinance was worth circling back 
to. Jones suggested that council 
reexamine the distance landmark 
trees can be from homes. Banda 
told the Gazette he expects a 
revision ready to be discussed in 
about a month. 
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(248) 652-9650
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• Specialized Technology • Authentic Mopar Parts 
• Expert Technicians • Competitive Prices

Come Experience Rochester Hills Chrysler Express Service

Service Hours 
Mon. & Thurs. 7 am-7:30 pm 

Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7 am-5:30 pm 
Sat. 8:30 am - 3 pm, Closed Sunday

We Service Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge & Ram Products 
Both customer pay and warranty repairs

Purchase 
4 Tires... 

Receive FREE 
Lifetime 

Tire Rotation 
Call for details.

5 DAY FREE  
CAR RENTAL

With any Body Shop 
Repair over $2,500.

Coupon must be presented at time of car 
drop off. Coupons are for rental cars at the 

value of $25 per day or less. Cannot be used 
in conjunction with rental coverage. Not to 

be combined with any other offer.  This 
coupon has no cash value. Expires 9-14-19

$2995$2995
FREE 23 Point Vehicle Inspection 

Plus Tax & Shop Supplies. Up to 5 qts. 
Most vehicles. Excludes Diesel. Not valid with 
any other offer. With Coupon. Expires 9-14-19

FULL SYNTHETIC 
OIL & FILTER CHANGE

EXPRESS SERVICE 
OIL & FILTER CHANGE

$5995$5995
FREE 23 Point Vehicle Inspection

Plus Tax & Shop Supplies. Disposal Included. 
Up to 6 qts. Excludes Diesel. Not valid with 

any other offer. With Coupon. Expires 9-14-19

TIRE ROTATION

We Now Sell Dodge Ram Products 

Not valid with any other offer. With Coupon Only. 
Expires 9-14-19

SAVE $7.95   Call For Details

$1500$1500
WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Not valid with any other offer. With Coupon Only. 
Expires 9-14-19

SAVE $20.00   Call For Details

$5995$5995

Rochester officials to reexamine landmark tree ordinance
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Fork & Cork Festival September 20-22

Dog and the Sun Messengers. 
Head over to the Acoustic Stage 
for live music from Steve Taylor, 
Sheila Landis, the Music 
Messengers, and Kenny Spear. 

On Sunday, relax and unwind 

to the soulful sounds of Emma 
Guzman and let loose while 
listening to Jazz Kings Music. On 
the Acoustic Stage, Sunday’s 
lineup features Alex Mendenhall 
and Tracy Kash. 

"At Credit Union One, we feel 
very strongly about the need to 
give back to the communities that 
give back to us," said John Kozich, 
Vice President of Community 
Relations at Credit Union One. "We 
work with numerous different 
organizations including schools, 

hospitals, and volunteer groups 
on a regular basis. We also look at 
different types of events that are 
taking place, and we want to 
participate in events like the Fork 
& Cork Festival because our 
members appreciate that we are 
involved in their communities." 

Credit Union One has union 
branches in Shelby Township, 
Macomb Township, Troy, and 
Sterling Heights, and 16 other 
locations in Michigan. To locate 
your nearest branch, visit 
Cuone.org/. 

"We couldn't be more excited 
to return to downtown Utica for 
the 2nd annual Fork & Cork 
Festival, this year presented by 
Crest Lincoln of Sterling Heights, 
and with tremendous help from 
our Main Stage music sponsor 
Credit Union One," said Mark 
Nicholson, Publisher of Gazette 
Media Group. "It's the sponsors, 
vendors, and musical acts who 
help make Fork & Cork an 
unforgettable weekend for the 
people of Utica and surrounding 
areas." 

For more information about 
the Fork & Cork Festival 
presented by Crest Lincoln of 
Sterling Heights, visit 
Forkandcorkfestival.com/.

Facade of Main Street shopping center to be 
rolled back 100 years
by ELENA DURNBAUGH 

At their August 5 meeting, the 
Rochester Planning Commission 
approved a renovation to the 
facade of the Gateway Center on 
South Main Street that would peel 
back its deteriorating roof to 
reveal a brick and limestone 
exterior dating to the 1920s. 

The developers originally 
proposed a renovation involving 
wood grain panels and metal 
siding that the commissioners 
found too modern and at odds 
with the rest of downtown 
Rochester’s architecture. Sent 
back to the drawing board, the 
developers conducted 
exploratory demolition of the 
building’s roof and found that it 
was the site of Yates Machine 
Works from 1920 to the late 1950s. 
Yates Machine Works was founded 
by Adam Yates, the grandson of 
William Henry Yates, the founder 
of Yates Cider Mill. 

According to the developers’ 
research with the Rochester-Avon 
Historical Society, deed records 
show that when Adam Yates 
purchased the building in 1920, 

the site had been known as 
Jackson Foundry since 1877, and 
even before that it was the 
Jennings Foundry, a pioneer 
industry staked in Rochester 
before the Civil War. 

With the building’s historical 
significance now evident, the 
modern design has been scrapped 
in favor of a sheer wall of original 
brick, and matching brick where 
necessary. The original proposal 
also included a mural on the 
building’s north side, currently a 
blank concrete wall lined with 
parking spaces, but no specific 
design had been decided on. 
Pamela Becker, a managing 
partner of Eden Property Group, 
which owns Gateway Center, 
floated the idea that the mural 
could depict the historical context 
of the nearly 200-year-old building. 

Becker said that her family 
had owned the property since 
1970. “It’s the ugly stepchild of 
Rochester and I would like to 
make it something that [my 
father] would be proud of,” she 
said. 

FORK & CORK, From page 1



significantly since the 1990s. 
“That said, nine out of 13 of the 

deadliest mass shootings have 
taken place in the last 12 years,” 
Tisdel said. “There is something 
going on here that’s a break on 
this overall trend.” 

Tisdel spoke about enhanced 
background checks for 
purchasing a gun and pointed out 
that background checks were 
fairly common for activities 
including applying for a solicitor's 
license or volunteering for certain 
organizations in Rochester Hills. 

In his role as President of the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors, Mayor 
Barnett has been a part of many 
recent conversations about gun 
violence. Last week, he talked to 
mayors across the country, 
including Mayor Nan Whaley of 
Dayton, Ohio, about what could be 
done to help keep people safe. 

Last Thursday, more than 250 
mayors signed a letter addressed 
to Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, urging 
them to call the Senate back from 
its August recess to pass gun 
safety legislation.  

“H.R. 8 and H.R. 1112 are 
bipartisan, sensible gun safety 

bills that would make our cities 
and our people safer and would in 
no way compromise gun owners' 
rights,” the letter said. 

H.R. 8, The Bipartisan 
Background Check Act of 2019, 
was passed by the House in 
February with a bipartisan vote of 
240-190. The law would close 
background check loopholes by 
requiring all firearm purchases to 
undergo a NICS background check. 

H.R. 1112 was also passed by 
the House in February with a 
bipartisan vote of 228-198. The 
Enhanced Background Checks Act 
of 2019 would increase the 
background check review period 
deadline from three to 10 days. 

There is no indication that 
McConnell intends to change the 
Senate schedule, which calls for 
no legislative business until after 
Labor Day. 

“[Mass shootings have] been 
in churches, mosques, and 
synagogues. They’ve been in bars. 
They know no political 
preference,” Barnett said. “There’s 
nothing really unique about 
Dayton, or El Paso, or Rochester 
Hills, right? But for the grace of 
God, this hasn’t happened in our 
community.” 
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Mayor advocates action on guns
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University Medical has 
recently brought to market a 
direct-sales platform for a line of 
anti-aging skincare products. In 
addition to their Transformational 
Beauty skincare line, University 
Medical also offers Ease CBD 
cream for pain relief and 
Regenetresse shampoo products 
to promote hair growth and 
fullness. 

Linda Stuecher is a founding 
consultant with Transformational 
Beauty, since the company is still 
in its first year of direct sales. 
Stuecher says she was introduced 
to the anti-aging products by a 
friend who showed her "the 
patch." 

"After 30 minutes, there was a 
noticeable difference with the fine 
lines around my mouth," Stuecher 
says. "And I wanted to bring that 
to other women. So when I 'patch' 
somebody, after 30 minutes the 
difference is incredible."  

In addition to the patches, 

they also offer a skincare line that 
includes a day cream, night cream, 
cleansers, and toners. 

For brides on their big day, 
Stuecher says the skincare 
products offered by University 
Medical can help provide that 
special "glow" brides are looking 
for. But generally, for weddings, 
it's the bride's mother who often 
benefits most. 

In addition, Stuecher has 
noticed many hair salons that 
specialize in weddings have added 
the patch to their line of services, 
which allows them to offer a little 
something extra for the wedding 

party. 
"As for the CBD cream," Linda 

says, "I had a bride who was 
having sciatic nerve problems and 
I gave her a sample of it, and after 
she applied it, she was sold on it. 
It took the pain away." 

Being a new direct sales 
company, Stuecher encourages 
anyone interested to reach out. 
"It's a new company with ground-
floor opportunity for anyone 
interested in starting their own 
business, earning extra income, 
and helping other women. 
Because our main goal is to help 
other women." 

To learn more about 
University Medical, contact Linda 
Stuecher at 248-709-1257, or visit 
Lstuecher.mytransformationalbea
uty.com/. 

University Medical will be at 
the Bridal Expo at Oakland 
University on Sunday, August 18 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Register 
for free admission and a chance 
to win a $1,000 Visa gift card at 
GazetteEvents.com/. The first 100 
brides will receive a Studio 9 
Salon swag bag by Joico. The 
event will be held at 569 Pioneer 
Dr. on the campus of Oakland 
University. To learn more, visit 
GazetteEvents.com or call 248-
524-4868. 

Looking and feeling your best on your wedding day

BRIDAL EXPO 
PREVIEW 
 
OAKLAND UNIVERSITY - O’RENA 
Sunday, August 18, 2019 • 11 am - 2 pm 
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Davis Green Band Friday, 
August 16, 8 p.m. Classic Lanes, 
Rochester Hills 

Category 5 Friday, August 16, 9 
p.m. Rochester Mills Beer Co. 

Tin Whiskers Saturday, August 
17, 9 p.m. Hamlin Pub, Rochester 

Acoustic Open Mic Sunday, 
August 18, 8 p.m. Hamlin Pub, 
Rochester 

 

Monday Night Improv 
Mondays, 8 p.m. Planet Ant 
Theatre, Hamtramck 

Open Mic Wednesdays, 8 p.m. 
Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle, 
Royal Oak 

Wayne Brady Sunday, August 
18, 7:30 p.m. Sound Board, 
Detroit 

 

 

Family Movie Night- 
Incredibles 2 Friday, August 16, 
7 p.m. The Village of Rochester 
Hills 

Tons of Trucks Saturday, 
August 17, 9 a.m. Borden Park, 
Rochester Hills 

Classic Car Show Monday, 
August 19, 5 p.m. American 
House Senior Living, Rochester 
Hills 

 

Fandom Trivia Smackdown: 
The Office Monday, August 19, 
7 p.m. Main Street Billiards, 
Rochester 

Coffee and Ice Cream with 
Sheriff Bouchard Wednesday, 
August 21, 11 a.m. Cold Stone 
Creamery, Rochester Hills 

Dutton Farm Market 
Summer Open House 
Thursday, August 22, 10 a.m. 
Dutton Farm Market, Rochester 
Hills 

Coffee, Cake and True Islam 
- Open House Thursday, August 
22, 7 p.m. Masjid Mahmood 
Islamic Center, Rochester Hills 

Front Porch Stories - Mayor 
Rob Ray Thursday, August 22, 7 
p.m. Downtown Rochester 

Art in the Elements Sunday, 
August 25, 11 a.m. Meadow 
Brook Hall & Gardens, Rochester 

All events take place at Rochester Hills 
Public Library, 500 Olde Towne Rd in 
Rochester, unless stated otherwise. 
Register at Rhpl.org/.  

Cookbook "Book Club" 
Tuesday, August 20, 11 a.m. 

Basic Technology Help for 
Seniors Tuesday, August 20, 6 
p.m. 

FIMO Clay Workshop 
Saturday, August 24, 10 a.m. 

All events take place at Rochester Hills 
Public Library, unless stated otherwise. 
Register at Rhpl.org/.  

Children's Concert and Open 
House Saturday, August 17, 
11:30 a.m. Belle Cone Gardens, 
Rochester Hills 

The Fabulous Vocabulous 
League: Teen Writer's 
Workshop Saturday, August 17, 
3:30 p.m. 

Fairies on the Farm Thursday, 
August 22, 10 a.m. Rochester Hills 
Museum at Van Hoosen Farm - 
Ages 4-12 

Improv Games Thursday, 
August 22, 3 p.m. Grades 4-7 

5 Seconds of Summer 
Thursday, October 3, 7 p.m. Little 
Caesars Arena, Detroit 

Tegan and Sara Wednesday, 
October 16, 8 p.m. Royal Oak 
Music Theatre

OOnn  SSttaaggee

LLiibbrraarryy
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KKiiddss  &&  TTeeeennss

AArroouunndd  TToowwnn

SSaavvee  tthhee  ddaattee

redboxNOW IN 
THEATERS

SCARY STORIES TO 
TELL IN THE DARK 

PG-13, Horror 

TIFFANY HADDISH 
PRESENTS: THEY READY 

TV-MA, Comedy 

FIND ME IN PARIS 
SEASON 2 

TV-PG,  Comedy/Drama/Family 

TOLKIEN 
PG-13, Drama 

 

MISERY 
Michigander 

 

THE ART OF LOVING 
Erich Fromm

To submit an event, email 
News@gazettemediagroup.com. 

Submissions run in the paper space 
permitting. To advertise an event, email 
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.
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Come meet with our senior advisors to determine your 
eligibility for one or more of the following programs:
1. MI Choice Waiver Program (helps fund medical  
 care, meals, housekeeping and laundry services)
2. VA Aide & Attendance
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� 9`[OTVZTM from Intrex, an electronic platform   
 that helps manage and monitor safety and wellness  
 (operational in September)

Questions? Call or visit us today!

Stone (248) 260-2656 
Elmwood (248) 260-2640

(ɈVYKHISL�OV\ZPUN�VW[PVUZ
in senior living.

AmericanHouse.com

SENIOR ADVISORS 
ON STAFF

by AMY FORTUNE 
Although many seniors no 

longer face a daily work commute, 
they still rely on their personal 
vehicles to take them where they 
need to go. Trips to the grocery 
store, the bank, the mall, and 
various appointments demand a 
dependable vehicle that is easy on 
fuel. If you’re shuttling grandkids 
around, you may need a little extra 
room in your car. Last but 
certainly not least, seniors with 
mobility or flexibility issues 
should look for a vehicle that is 
easy to get in and out of with 
comfortable seating. 

Vehicle shopping can be an 
overwhelming experience for 
anyone. There are seemingly 
endless options out there, and the 
addition of modern tech features 
complicates matters even further. 
Many of the newer safety features 
are potentially great options for 
seniors, but only if they 
understand what they are and 
how to use them. The following 
vehicles offer a good balance 
between tech-savviness and user-
friendliness. They are also roomy, 
easy to drive, reasonably priced, 
and fuel-efficient. 

The Hyundai Santa Fe 
Reviewers loved the 

comfortable and supportive 

seating offered by the Santa Fe. It 
is also roomy on the inside and 
offers a quiet and smooth drive. In 
addition, the controls are intuitive 
and easy to use, so senior drivers 
should have no trouble accessing 
their favorite features. 

The Kia Sorento 
The Sorento offers convenient 

third-row seating for the 
grandkids that can be folded down 
when not in use. This vehicle also 
offers comfortable front seating 
and a composed ride for stress-
free commuting. Then, the Kia 
ten-year or 100,000-mile warranty 
offers incredible peace of mind. 

The Subaru Forester 
Growing families and seniors 

love the easy access offered by 
the Subaru Forester. Also, almost 
every Subaru model, including the 
Forester, comes with standard all-
wheel drive for safer driving when 
roads get slick. With excellent 
visibility, an impressive amount of 
safety features offered on basic 
trim levels, and simple controls, 
the Forester should be a great 
option for most senior drivers. 

The Honda CR-V 
For seniors with hobbies or 

volunteer responsibilities that 
demand a large amount of cargo 
space, the Honda CR-V is an 
excellent option. Also, the wide 

doors make it easy to get both 
items and people in and out of the 
car. The CR-V also offers a sleek 
look and high-reliability ratings. 

The Subaru Outback 
Subaru appears twice on this 

shortlist because the brand is 
known for its user-friendliness and 
overall value. The Outback, like 
the Forrester, comes with 
standard all-wheel drive and a 
tailgate that is lower than those 
found on most SUVs. This 
provides easier, more convenient 
access to anything inside the 
vehicle. Finally, the Outback is fun 
to drive, an important factor for 
seniors who genuinely enjoy time 
spent on the road. 

How to Buy a Car Like a Pro 
Before heading to the 

dealership, do your research, read 
reviews, and create a list of 
vehicles that meet your needs and 
wants. If you want, recruit your 
children, your niece or nephew, 
your spouse, or a close friend to 
provide objective opinions about 
your potential options. It’s also 
good to familiarize yourself with 
your credit score and financial 
standing before filling out credit 
applications. Also, consider lease 
options that often come with low 
monthly payments.

Five 2020 new vehicle options for seniors

by HAZEL BRIDGES 
AgingWellness.org 

It used to be that seniors could 
stay home and age in their 
communities with the support of 
family, friends, and neighbors. But 
today, as families are more spread 
out and Americans live longer 
than ever, it’s becoming harder to 
live at home and maintain 
connections to the broader 
community. 

As baby boomers prepare for 
the senior years, they’re looking 
for better ways to live. Like their 
parents, boomers want to 
maintain independence as they 
age. However, they also recognize 
that growing older takes a village. 

The financial side of aging in 
community 

Shocked by the high price of 
long-term care communities, 
many adults turn to aging in place 
as a cost-saving solution. 
However, cutting costs by staying 
home isn’t a given. Seniors may 
need to retrofit their homes for 
accessibility, hire housekeepers 
and landscapers, and pay for in-
home care later in life. Downsizing 
to age in place is a popular way to 

save money on housing. However, 
some seniors discover their old 
home isn’t worth as much as 
they’d thought, and that 
downtown condo costs more than 
expected. 

Seniors get creative with 
affordable housing 

On a limited budget and 
committed to aging in place, 
seniors are turning to creative 
solutions to affordable housing — 
like getting roommates. 
Homesharing significantly eases 
the financial burden on older 
adults, especially when sharing in-
home care services as well. 
However, saving money isn’t the 
only benefit: Getting a roommate 
is a smart way to fight isolation for 
the more than 12 million American 
seniors who live alone. 

Of course, there’s always the 
option of skipping 
homeownership entirely and 
renting an apartment.  

Transportation poses aging-
in-place challenges 

One problem seems to follow 
seniors no matter where they live: 
getting around. When seniors can 
no longer drive themselves, they 

need to rely on others for 
everything from running errands 
to getting to medical 
appointments. And while seniors 
can get groceries and other 
necessities delivered to their 
home, convincing a cardiologist to 
make a house call is a bit harder. 

In-home care costs threaten 
aging-in-community 

The greatest challenge of aging 
in community isn’t where to live 
or even how to pay the mortgage. 
Some seniors are solving this 
problem by linking up with others 
who need in-home care, whether 
roommates or neighbors in senior 
co-housing. Even with these safety 
nets, seniors should consider that 
future care needs may exceed 
what can be done at home. 

Avoiding institutional long-
term care requires more than 
hunkering down at home. Seniors 
who age at home need a network 
of support, from companions to 
caregivers. Eager to remain 
independent and avoid the high 
costs of long-term care, today’s 
older adults are stepping up to the 
challenges of aging in the 
community. 

Seniors want to age in their own communities, but how?

Savvy Seniors at the OPC in Rochester
Each month, the Older 

Persons' Commission (OPC) hosts 
a special guest to discuss topics 
designed to enlighten and enrich 
seniors. All dates are open to the 
public and complimentary. 

Savvy Seniors takes place this 
month on Wednesday, August 21 

at 10 a.m. OPC is located at 650 
Letica Dr. in Rochester. 

Call 248-656-1403 ex 0 to 
reserve your seat. For more 
information, visit 
Opcseniorcenter.org/. 
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The Virtual Dementia Tour is the only scientifically and medically 
proven method of giving a person with a healthy brain an experience 
of what dementia might be like. By walking in the shoes of a person 
with dementia, we can better understand and help educate family 
members on the disease process. Join Stonecrest Senior Living for 
this educational and interactive experience!

Join Us!
September 17th / 4:30 pm-6:30pm

STONECREST OF TROY - 3400 Livernois, Troy, MI 48083
September 19th / 4:30 pm-6:30pm

STONECREST OF ROCHESTER HILLS - 1775 S Rochester Rd, Rochester Hills, MI 48307

Virtual Dementia Tour
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Senior Living

Questions about assisted  
living answered 

Dear Jamie, 
my mother is 
currently in the 

hospital due to a urinary tract 
infection. Her doctor came in last 
night and asked if we have 
considered putting her on hospice. I 
was not expecting this at all! Mom 
does have some health issues, but 
for someone who is 89 years old, I 
feel she is still doing really well. Is 
he suggesting she only has weeks to 
live? I feel like the rug has been 
pulled out from under me. 

 
Hospice can be a very difficult 

topic, and one most want to avoid 
altogether. I can relate to the 
feeling of having the rug pulled out 
from under you; I felt the same 
way when my mom’s doctor 
suggested hospice for her. I will 
say this – it gave us the 
opportunity to talk to her, see 
what her thoughts were, and also 
to have a better understanding of 
her end-of-life wishes. And, when 
she said she loved us, but was 
tired and wanted to go on hospice, 
it made it so much easier because 
it was her decision and not us 
making it for her. The fact that 
your mom is still doing well can 
give you the same opportunity to 
talk with her and allow you to 
honor her wishes when the time 
comes. In my experience, hospice 
does not always mean that a 
person only has weeks to live. In 
fact, I had a resident who had 

been on and off hospice for almost 
7 years! Your mom’s doctor may 
feel that her health has declined 
to the point that the treatments 
are no longer effective. The 
benefit of hospice is that your 
mom can get some extra care to 
help meet her needs, most (if not 
all) of her medications covered, 
and if she needs incontinence 
supplies, they would be covered 
as well. But most importantly, she 
would have some relief from 
physical and emotional pain. If 
you do decide to put your mom on 
hospice, you will meet with a 
representative from the hospice 
company you decide to use and 
they will work with you and your 
mom to come up with a care plan 
that will meet her needs. The care 
plan will be reviewed as needed to 
ensure your mom’s needs are 
being met. She will receive visits 
from a number of people to 
provide comfort, pain relief, and 
support. This could include a 
registered nurse, caregivers, 
hospice volunteers, a chaplain, 
and a social worker. They all play 
a vital role in making sure she is 
receiving the best care possible. 
They will also be a huge support 
system for you because they 
understand how difficult this is, 
and that you will need just as 
much support as your mom. I 
wish you peace and comfort in 
whatever path you choose to take. 

Jamie Smith is the Director of 
Marketing & Sales at Stonecrest 
of Rochester Hills Senior Living. 
If you have any questions on this 
subject, or any other, please 
email her at 
jesmith@StonecrestSeniorLiving.
com or call her at 248-837-5057. 

 
 
by JAMIE SMITH, Director 
of Marketing & Sales for 
Stonecrest of Rochester 
Hills Senior Living

Why Boomers should prioritize retirement care
(NAPSI) Retirement care – 

whether at home or in a facility, 
due to injury, chronic illness or 
decline in physical or cognitive 
function – is an urgent issue that 
must be addressed. 

Many factors will impact the 
amount you should save for 
retirement care such as age, 
health care needs and cost of 
living. 

Increase your knowledge. 
Whether you plan to pay for 
retirement care with personal 
savings or government assistance, 
it’s important to be aware of the 
costs and the ways to pay for care. 
For example, while Medicare does 
not pay for ongoing long-term 
care, Medicaid may pay for some 
retirement care expenses 
depending on your eligibility. 

Develop a plan. Ideally, your 
retirement and how much money 

you should save is something you 
have thought about years before 
you retire. Having a realistic 
financial plan can help you live 
within your means in this new 
stage of your life. 

Communicate your 
preferences. The time to prepare 
for retirement care is before you 
or a loved one becomes ill. By 
sharing your plans, your loved 
ones will be as financially and 
emotionally prepared as possible 
should you need retirement care. 

It’s never too late to seek help 
and to better understand your 
financial plan and current health 
care coverage to anticipate 
unforeseen situations in the 
future. Having a realistic financial 
plan can help you live within your 
means during retirement. 

A financial planner can help as 
well. 



HELP WANTED 

Drapery Manufacturing workroom  
has immediate full and part time  
openings. Sewing machine experience  
helpful but not necessary.  
We will train. Call 248-307-1090. 

2/2 

SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

2/4 

WANTED 

Looking for assistant to help 
Clean condo ,check on condo while out of 
town. Pick up mail, do a variety of 
miscellaneous tasks. Bloomfield twp,248-
819-8452 
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FOR SALE 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 
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VOLUNTEER 
Forgotten Harvest is a non-profit organiza-
tion that collects surplus food and redistrib-
utes it to local charities, providing families 
in the metro-Detroit area with fresh and 
nutritious food. 

Not only do their efforts benefit those in 
need in the community who need it most, 
they also help reduce food waste in the 
area by collecting large quantities of food 
from restaurants, wholesalers, and  
caterers.  
Forgotten Harvest is always in need of 
monetary donations and volunteers.  
Visit ForgottenHarvest.org for more 
information on how to donate your 
time, energy, and efforts to this worthy 
cause.   

 

ADOPT A PET 
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful 
dogs and cats waiting for someone to 
come rescue them! All of their dogs are cur-
rent on age appropriate shots, microchip, 
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are 
up to date as well! If interested, please con-
tact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is 
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, 
in Pontiac.  

Zeak 

ADOPT A PET 

Sophia 

Avril 

Tex

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com
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15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢per
word50¢per

word25¢per
word
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Christian Memorial - 2 Plots. 
Garden of Honor - Estate 871 
Valued over $7,200.  
Asking $2,000 OBO. 
Call 586-294-1629 - Best to 
call in morning or late  
afternoon. 

2/2

Kenneth J. Bisdorf, 88, died 
August 6, 2019, at St. Rita’s 
Medical Center in Lima, Ohio, 
following an operation to repair 
a broken hip. Kenneth had been 
living at Otterbein in Cridersville, 
Ohio, with his wife Mary who 
preceded him in death on June 
29 of this year. Kenneth was 
born in Hamilton, Ohio, and 

attended Hamilton Catholic High School. 
Kenneth is survived by a sister Betty Ann (Charles) Roesch of 
Fairfield, Ohio; his brother-in-law James (Vicki) Kohler of Lima, 
Ohio; and grandchildren, nieces and nephews. 
Ken was preceded in death by his wife Mary M. (Kohler) 
Bisdorf; daughter Karen Jane (Bisdorf) DeLashmutt of Lima, 
Ohio; son Kenneth James Bisdorf Jr. of Rochester Hills, 
Michigan; and son Kevin Jay Bisdorf of Rochester Hills, 
Michigan; brother Warren “Doc” (Mary Lee) Bisdorf; brother 
Robert (Jane Ann) Bisdorf; and sister Rosemary (Richard) 
Brune. 
The Bisdorfs moved to Cridersville, Ohio, in 2018 from 
Rochester Hills, Michigan, where they lived for 52 years. 
Kenneth had a business degree from Wayne State University 
and was employed by the Daimler Corporation in a variety of 
positions. He was assigned to their overseas operation in Iran 
for several years leaving quickly with his wife and two sons 
when the Shah of Iran went into exile in January of 1979. 
Upon his return from Iran Kenneth worked in Lima, Ohio, for 
General Dynamics before returning to Michigan. 
After retiring from Daimler, Kenneth took a position as a 
manager of a company in Indonesia where he worked for four 
years. He returned to Michigan and lived with his family until 
2018. In March of 2018 Kenneth and his wife Mary moved to 
Otterbein, Cridersville, Ohio, to be close to family.



Fun and fabulous is the goal for 
Step on Bus Tours. The company 
is always pushing the limits with 
special trip ideas.   

“Our lineup is so different and 
invigorating,” a Step on Bus 
representative said. “In fact, 
stepping over the line is what we 
do best.” 

On Friday, August 16 take a 
trip to DuMouchelle’s Auction to 
visit the experts regularly seen on 
the Antiques Road Show. 
DuMouchelle’s is the Midwest's 
largest and most prestigious 
auction house with the most 
interesting treasures in the store. 
This is a very different type of day 
tour and very fun. The cost is $65 
per person.  

On Monday, August 19 get on 
the bus for Detroit: The Ultimate 
Tourist Tour. This fast paced 3 
hour tour invites participants to 
see the city through a tourist’s 
eyes. Enjoy historic buildings, 
fascinating businesses and 
opportunities to enjoy delicious 
food in the core of downtown 
Detroit. The cost is $45 per person 
and includes a box lunch.  

Take a cultural tour of the 
Chinese in Southeast Michigan on 
Monday, September 16 during 
Beyond Chop Suey.  

“On a past trip, I mentioned 
how I stumbled upon the fabulous 
world of Chinese Culture and my 
travelers asked me to offer the 
trip,” President of Step on Bus 
Tours Rose Szwed said. “I am and 
very proudly doing so as I am so 
taken with this rich culture.”  

People will visit stores that sell 
frog meat, bakeries with lucky 
cakes, see beautifully decorate 
cutlery and more. Visit  stores with 
"meat" frogs, bakeries with "lucky" 
cakes, beautifully decorated 
cutlery, and more. Meal offerings 
won't be too far off what many 
Americans are used to, but it will 
offer a few delicious delicacies. 
The cost is $60 per person.  

September 27 – Magic & 
Mystery & Mayhem –  Looking for 
something unusually fun? On 
Friday, September 27, join Magic 
and Mystery and Mayhem. 
Attractions include shopping, 
hidden places to explore, historic 
manors, and a winery. The artisan 
market has a lot to offer. “They 
have a tremendous selection of 
artisan cheeses, some locally 
made and others imported from 
around the world. It isn't cheap, 
but the cheese is so flavorful and 
rich that you only need a very 
small piece,” Swzed said. “The 
service was very friendly and they 
were happy to let us sample a 
variety of cheeses before we 
settled on a few to buy.”  

Travelers should bring a tote 
bag for shopping and so that they 
can participate in  the Step on Bus 
contest for most colorful and 

creative tote bag. This trip will also 
include a stop at a "mystifying, 
baffling and sensational spot." Step 
on Bus guarantees the tour will be 
a delight, but doesn’t say exactly 
where the bus will take travelers. 
Lunch is included and people 
don’t need to worry about a lot of 
walking. The cost is $68 per 
person.  

Enjoy the changing of the 
leaves and cider and a donut at the 
Cider Mill during the Country 
Urban Fall Color Tour on October 
11. The final stop will include a 
tour at an unusually large 
museum, and every stop along the 
way will allow people to enjoy the 
changing colors of the leaves. 

Lunch will be at a restaurant that 
has been serving up “the heart and 
soul of southern cooking since 
1997.”  The award-winning soul 
food restaurant fuses southern 
roots with an epicurean influence 
in traditional favorites and low 
country cuisine. In addition to this 
unique upscale dining experience, 
we will stop at a quaint wine & 
martini bar. The cost is $72 per 
person.  

For more details about any 
of the upcoming tours or to book 
a spot, contact Step On Bus 
Tours at 248-619-6692 or email 
steponbustours@gmail.com 

Unique and unusual day trips with Step on Bus 
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AFFORDABLE RENTAL COMMUNITIES FOR SENIORS
For over 70 years as a mission-driven non-profit, CSI exists solely to provide the highest 

quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors

New Horizons Co-op 
31101 Edward • Madison Heights 

Please Call Our Leasing Office 
at 248.585.0999 

To Schedule a Tour!

Amenities
• Heat & Water Included 
• Individual Heating & Cooling 
• Rent Subsidized (30% adjusted 

income) 
• On-Site Service Coordinator 
• On-Site Beauty Shop 
• On Site Laundry 
• Near Oakland Mall & Meijer

Madison Heights Co-op 
500 E. Irving • Madison Heights 

Please Call Our Leasing Office 
at 248.585.2336 

To Schedule a Tour!

Amenities
• All Utilities Included 
• Individual Heating & Cooling 
• Rent Subsidized (30% adjusted 

income) 
• On-Site Service Coordinator 
• Laundry Room on Every Floor 
• Near Oakland Mall & Meijer

Resident Members Benefit From

• Continuing  Education 

• Diversity & Open Membership 

• Democratic Control 

• Social Interaction 

• Senior Empowerment 

• Not For Profit Operation

JOIN OUR WAITLIST
(800) 593-3052 • www.csi.coop • TDD (800) 348-7011

STERLING HEIGHTS   Schoenherr Rd at Metro Parkway   586-826-8550
SHELBY TOWNSHIP   Van Dyke at Twenty-Five Mile Rd   586-677-4000

www.WujekCalcaterra.com®

  hen you were born, you cried and the world rejoiced;
  live your life so that  when you die, 
  the world cries and you rejoice.”– White Elk

hhhhheennh

Over 100 award-winning artists 
will be featured at the 45th annual 
Northfield Hills Art-on-the-Lake on 
Sunday, August 25th on the 
grounds of the Community 
Association of Northfield Hills, 
located at the corner of Coolidge 
and Long Lake in Troy. 

Hours for the art fair are 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Ample parking will 
be available with the entrance on 
Coolidge. Parking is free, but 
donations can be made to the Boy 
Scouts of America who will 
supervise the area. 

The fair features all types of 
juried art media including pottery, 
watercolor, fiber, stained glass, 
wood, photography and more. 

This year's food booths will 
include kettle corn, roasted nuts, 
fresh-squeezed lemonade, grilled 
shrimp over rice, bourbon 
chicken & rice, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, pizza, Philly 
cheesesteaks, brats, quesadillas, 
Italian sausage, chicken fingers, 
fish tacos,  ribbon fries, funnel 
cakes, pop, and water. 

There will also be a children’s 
booth with crafts, sandy candy, 
and balloons. Gilda Radner’s 
singers will be on hand to 
entertain as well. 

For more information, call 
Connie or Kathleen at 248-641-
9070 or visit Artonthelake.com/. 

45th annual Northfield Hills Art-on-the-Lake


