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by ELENA DURNBAUGH 
A new aerial adventure park 

opened last Friday on the campus 
of Oakland University where 
people can experience trails, zip 
lines, and obstacles while guiding 
themselves through the trees. 

TreeRunner is an aerial 
challenge course located at the 
corner of Walton and Adams on 
OU’s campus. After participants 
receive a harness and on-the-

ground training and practice, 
they’re allowed to navigate 
through 60 different high-ropes, 
ziplines, and obstacle elements on 
their own. The park has three 
difficulty levels, five courses, and 
is suitable for kids and adults. No 
prior experience is required. 

“People don’t understand 
what this is,” TreeRunner Director 
of Operation Thomas Knuth said. 
“It’s not just climbing and 

ziplining… You’re actually going 
out and experiencing nature while 
participating in an activity.” 

Knuth said that one of the 
things that made TreeRunner 
different from other high-ropes or 
zipline courses was that it 
encourages people to take control 
of their own experience. Although 
staff members are always on hand 
to provide support if needed, the 

THE THREE SISTERS (Trois Soeurs) – Anie, Marcy, and Emilie – hail from the country of Benin, West 
Africa. The sisters teach the adults of their community how to read and write in their native language and 
document the local folklore by creating books to fill little free libraries. This month the Three Sisters 
visited Rochester Hills Public Library and met with Community Relations Specialist Amanda Harrison 
Keighley. Their visit to Michigan is part of what they're calling a “Cultural Appreciation” tour. To learn 
more about their cause, visit Threesisters.org/.
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by ELENA DURNBAUGH 
The Rochester City Council 

voted to table a discussion of an 
ordinance concerning parcels 
abutting public trails at the city 
council meeting on Monday. The 
measure was intended to protect 
trailways located in Rochester’s 
mixed-use districts from future 
development by establishing 
setback standards, but the 
council decided that the 
ordinance language was not 
strong enough yet to adequately 
protect the trails.  

City Planner John Jackson 
presented the ordinance, which 
will protect the Paint Creek Trail, 
the Clinton River Train, and the 
Downtown Rochester River Walk. 
At the beginning of his 
presentation, Jackson apologized 
for being unable to meet with the 
Paint Creek Trailways 
Commission prior to the public 
hearing. He said that he planned 
to meet with the commission and 
the Friends of the Clinton River 
Trail at a joint meeting on July 16. 
The draft he presented was the 
same ordinance that was given to 
the Planning Commission in April.  

The ordinance establishes 
setback relative to the piece of 
property where trailways are 
located instead of being 
measured from the trail. This 
provides the farthest possible 
setback distance. 

Council 
disappointed with 
progress on trail 
ordinance
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See TREERUNNER PARK, page 2

Movies in the Moonlight 
Join Downtown Rochester on 

Saturday, July 13 to help kick off 
the 18th season of Movies in the 
Moonlight. 

“I can’t think of a better way 
for families to spend their 
Saturday nights under the stars”, 
said Jenna O’Dell, Events 
Coordinator of the Rochester 
Downtown Development 
Authority. “Movies in the 
Moonlight is a community staple 
for many local families.” 

Movies in the Moonlight is 
located in the parking lot at the 
corner of E. Third & Water, one 
block east of Main. Featured 
movies begin at dusk 
(approximately 9:15 p.m.) and pre-
shows start at 8:30 p.m. 
Admission is free, so arrive early 
for the best seating. Bring your 
own chair, and enjoy food and 
drinks available for purchase – 
you are also welcome to bring 
your own. 

The July 13 movie is The 
Greatest Showman followed by 
the July 20 showing of The Grinch 
(2018). On July 27, Raiders of the 
Lost Ark will fill the screen, and on 
August 3, it's Incredibles 2. 

Movies rated PG-13 are edited 
versions whenever possible, 
however, parental guidance is still 
recommended. Pre-show activities 
include a presentation from The 
Striped Circus on July 13, 
Christmas in July on July 20, Dig 
for Treasure July 27 and Dress like 
a Superhero on August 3. 

For more information on the 
Rochester DDA and Downtown 
Rochester, including a complete 
schedule of events, please visit 
DowntownRochesterMI.com or 
call 248-656-0060. 

See CITY COUNCIL, page 2
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We're looking for someone to join our sales team. 
Learn more about the position and schedule an 

interview by submitting your resume to 
Assistant@GazetteMediaGroup.com
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The ordinance requires a 25-
foot setback or the required 
setback of the district, whichever 
is greater. In industrial districts, a 
40-foot setback is required, and 
the first 20-feet adjacent to the 
trail must be a naturalized buffer. 
The ordinance allows for a few 
nonconformities for buildings that 
predate the existence of the trail. 
It also intends to exclude the 
Rochester River Walk from 
setback standards because it 
functions as an easement to allow 
access to the other two trails. It 
also attempts to give access 
review to trail agencies. City 
Council members and trail 
advocates were concerned that 
the language of the ordinance was 
too vague to accomplish its goals. 
Members of the Friends of the 
Clinton River Trail also said that 
they wanted to have more input to 
help preserve the natural 
environment surrounding the 
trail. 

One of the biggest concerns 
raised by trail advocates and 
council members was language in 
the ordinance exempting the 
Rochester Walk from setback 
standards. The ordinance states: 
“The changes include eliminating 

the Rochester walk and the 
requirement for development to 
provide direct access to the trail.”  

Jackson addressed some of 
the confusion. 

“I want to make it perfectly 
clear that we are not 
recommending that we eliminate 
the trail itself,” he said. “It’s an 
important part of this connection 
and an important part of activity 
in downtown Rochester.” 

Many people thought that the 
ordinance did not make that 
properly clear. 

“Words are what they say, not 
what their intent is,” Paint Creek 
Trail Commission Member Hank 
Van Agen said. “Words matter.”  

Fred Phillips, who serves on 
the board of the Friends of the 
Clinton River Trail was also 
concerned about the vague 
language stating that the 
appropriate trailway authorities 
would have access reviewal. He 
said that the Friends of the Clinton 
River Trail does not own the 
trailway, so the language of the 
ordinance would exclude the 
group.  

“We may be persuasive. We 
may bring some money to the 
table occasionally, but we have no 
authority,” Phillips said. 

Phillips also advocated for 
improved wording to better 
protect the natural environment 
surrounding the trail by 
addressing concerns like light and 
noise pollution, trash, driveway 
and parking lot orientation, and 
stormwater management. He said 
that stormwater management was 
especially important because it 
had been contentious in other 
communities along the trail.  

At the meeting, Phillips said 
that the Friends of the Clinton 
River Trail was unaware of the 
ordinance until last Friday and 
asked for the opportunity to 
provide feedback. 

“In general, the idea of 
protecting local trails from 
intrusive development is 
something, certainly, I myself, and 
I would assume our whole group, 
would certainly endorse, but we 
have to recognize the Friends of 
the Clinton River Trail as a group 

has not heard about this yet,” he 
said.  

Amanda Harrison Keighley, 
Community Relations Specialist at 
the Rochester Hills Public Library 
and a candidate for the Rochester 
City Council, also spoke at the 
meeting to advocate for greater 
input from trail groups. 

“I’m a big user of the trails and 
want to support the system, and I 
think it's great that an ordinance 
is being addressed,” she said. “I do 
think that the Paint Creek 
Trailways Commission and the 
Friends do need to be looped in on 
this. It’s such an important issue 
to get just right.” 

City Council members agreed. 
“This basically failed the over-

communicate test,” 
Councilmember Ben Giovanelli 
said. “We try so hard to make sure 
we communicate everything and 
make sure that anyone who has 
any kind of stake in anything that 

we do has an opportunity to 
express their opinion, and this is 
super disappointing… This is not 
even remotely ripe for discussion 
at this point.” 

Mayor Pro Tem Kim Russell 
said that she would like to see 
much stronger language in the 
ordinance. 

“Words are important,” she 
said. “The language just isn’t as 
descriptive as I think it needs to 
be, especially just preserving. We 
pride ourselves in our trailways 
and our parks, and it is an 
extension of our pathways, and we 
are responsible for it.” 

The council voted 
unanimously to table further 
discussion of the ordinance until 
the July 22 City Council Meeting, 
which follows the meeting set 
between the city planner, the Paint 
Creek Trailways Commission, and 
the Friends of the Clinton River 
Trail on July 16. 

There is now a zipline on the campus of Oakland University
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courses are all self-guided. 
“People learn how to use it,” 

he said. “They have control.” 
According to Greg Jordan, 

Director of University Recreation 
and Well-Being, Oakland 
University put out a bid in the 
summer of 2017 looking for 
vendors who could help the 
university enhance campus life. 

“Someone is going to come out 
of this activity exhilarated,” 
Jordan said. “Their philosophy 
about the impact of health and 
well-being matched our own.” 

Oakland University is the 
fourth TreeRunner location in 
the United States. Other parks are 
located in West Bloomfield, Grand 
Rapids, and Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 

Knuth said the new location 
would allow more people to 
experience TreeRunner, especially 
those who live east of I-75. 

“I-75 is basically the corridor,” 
he said. “We can connect people 
from the eastside in a more 
efficient way.” 

He added that being located in 
a population center like the 
Rochester area was ideal. 

“Our goal is to get people to 
climb three, four, five times a 
year,” he said. “We want them to 
climb over and over again.”  

Dennis Crane of Washington 
State came to the park with his 
grandkids, 9-year-old Nells, and 
12-year-old Vanessa, and their 
dad. Crane said it was his first 
time on an aerial course but that 
his grandkids, who live in 
Birmingham, have been to the 
TreeRunner park in West 
Bloomfield. 

Nells said that the family was 
looking for something to do while 
their grandpa was in town and 
that they thought that TreeRunner 
would be a cool activity. “It’s fun,” 
Crane said. 

“There’s a little something for 
everyone,” said Hannah Brown, 
business supervisor at 
TreeRunner Oakland University. 
“Tree Runner is about the 
experience… It’s experiencing 
something so different than 
anything else you can do.” 

The park will also offer theme 
nights, like glow nights and, in 
October, a Halloween Fest. Jordan 
said that TreeRunner would be 
partnering together with the 
university’s School of Music, 

Theatre, and Dance to hire actors 
for Halloween. 

The park is just the latest in 
campus improvements at Oakland 
University. The school recently 
finished its renovation of the 

Oakland Center, and Jordan said 
that Oakland University was 
looking forward to starting 
another major phase of 
construction soon. 

Later this summer, the 
university will install a fitness 
court outside of the recreation 
center. 

TreeRunner is open for 
general admission Tuesday 
through Sunday. To learn more, 
visit Treerunnerou.com or call 
248-759-5222.

TREERUNNER PARK, From page 1

Rochester city council asks for stronger protection for local trailways
CITY COUNCIL, From page 1



 

■  SMASH & 
GRAB IN 
ROCHESTER 
HILLS – 
Deputies 
responded to 

the report of several burglary 
alarms coming from the Shell Gas 
Station located in the 2200 block 
of Crooks Rd. at M-59 in Rochester 
Hills. Upon their arrival, Deputies 
discovered that the front door 
glass had been broken. A large 
cinder block was found inside the 
store.  Deputies checked the 
interior of the building for 
intruders, but no one was located. 
Deputies reported that several 
packages of cigarettes had been 
taken from the display case. The 
owner of the establishment was 
contacted. He responded to the 
scene to meet with Deputies. A 
surveillance camera from inside 
the store recorded the incident. 
The suspect vehicle is described 
as a dark color Pontiac G6 sedan. 
One of two suspects were seen 
breaking the door glass with a 
cinder block. The two suspects 
entered the store and placed an 
unknown quantity of cigarettes 
into a large plastic bag. A third 
suspect remained inside the 
vehicle. The suspect vehicle was 
last seen turning onto southbound 
Crooks Rd and then enter 
westbound on-ramp of M-59. 
Anyone with information is asked 
to call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
SPEAK-UP.  You will remain 
anonymous and there is a cash 
reward of $1000.  

■  A LITTLE TOO FAST – It 
was just before 3 a.m. when a 
Rochester police officer was in the 
area of Main and Woodward and 
observed a vehicle traveling 7 
mph over the speed limit. The 
officer followed the vehicle and 
observed it swerve to the right 
several times, crossing over into 
the right curb lane. A traffic stop 
was conducted and the officer 
made contact with the driver, a 57-
year-old Rochester Hills man. The 
officer observed signs the man 
had been drinking and he was 
placed through field sobriety 
testing. The driver failed all 
offered tests and was transported 
to the Rochester police 
department. The officer 
completed a search warrant for 
the driver's blood, which was 
signed by a magistrate, and he 
was transported to Ascension 
Providence Hospital. The man was 
held until sober and released with 

a court date for operating while 
intoxicated pending the outcome 
of the blood results.  

■  NO LICENSE PLATE – At 
1:30 in the morning, a Rochester 
police officer was in the area of 
Main and Romeo and observed a 
vehicle without a license plate 
attached to it. The officer 
conducted a traffic stop and made 
contact with the driver, a 36-year-
old Waterford man, and the 
passenger, a 23-year-old Pontiac 
woman. The male driver said he 
had just recently purchased the 
vehicle and did not have 
insurance on the vehicle. Both 
occupants gave consent to search 
the vehicle and officers located 
syringes, pipes, and spoons which 
were burnt on the bottom inside a 
purse in the vehicle. The vehicle 
was towed. The driver was issued 
a citation with a pending court 
date for having an unregistered 
vehicle and no insurance. He was 
then released. The woman was 
transported to the Rochester 
police department and later 
released with a pending court date 
for possession of drug 
paraphernalia.  

■  NO TURN SIGNALS – A 
Rochester officer was in the area 

of Third and Wilcox and observed 
a vehicle fail to signal while 
turning. The officer followed the 
vehicle and again observed it fail 
to signal. A traffic stop was 
conducted and the officer made 
contact with the driver, a 47-year-
old Auburn Hills man. The driver 
said he did not have a license. The 
officer also observed signs the 
male driver had been drinking and 
he was placed through field 
sobriety testing. The man failed all 
offered tests and was transported 
to the Rochester police 
department. A records check 
showed his license was currently 
suspended, he had two prior 
driving while license suspension 
convictions, and two prior 
operating while intoxicated 
convictions. His blood was drawn 
at the hospital and he was held 
until sober and released with a 
pending court date. 

Note: If you have any 
information on the 
aforementioned crimes, call the 
Rochester Police Department at 
248-651-9621 or the OCSO 
Rochester Hills Substation at 
248-537-3530.
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POLICE PATROL 

Thieves throw cinder block through gas station door,  
take off with a few packs of cigarettes

AFFORDABLE RENTAL COMMUNITIES FOR SENIORS
For over 70 years as a mission-driven non-profit, CSI exists solely to provide the highest 

quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors

New Horizons Co-op 
31101 Edward • Madison Heights 

Please Call Our Leasing Office 
at 248.585.0999 

To Schedule a Tour!

Amenities
• Heat & Water Included 
• Individual Heating & Cooling 
• Rent Subsidized (30% adjusted 

income) 
• On-Site Service Coordinator 
• On-Site Beauty Shop 
• On Site Laundry 
• Near Oakland Mall & Meijer

Madison Heights Co-op 
500 E. Irving • Madison Heights 

Please Call Our Leasing Office 
at 248.585.2336 

To Schedule a Tour!

Amenities
• All Utilities Included 
• Individual Heating & Cooling 
• Rent Subsidized (30% adjusted 

income) 
• On-Site Service Coordinator 
• Laundry Room on Every Floor 
• Near Oakland Mall & Meijer

Resident Members Benefit From

• Continuing  Education 

• Diversity & Open Membership 

• Democratic Control 

• Social Interaction 

• Senior Empowerment 

• Not For Profit Operation

JOIN OUR WAITLIST
(800 593-3052 • www.csi.coop • TDD (800) 348-7011

The Paint Creek Trailways 
Commission recently began work 
on its 2020-2024 Paint Creek Trail 
Recreation Master Plan. An 
invitation is being extended to the 
public to share thoughts and ideas 
regarding potential trail 
improvements. 

The master plan process will 
help the Paint Creek Trailways 
Commission forecast current, 
short term, and long term trail 
facility needs and allow the trail 
commission to submit grants to 
the Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund for trail development 
projects. Because the plan is so 
vital to the Paint Creek Trail, 
community members and groups 
are being asked to provide input 
by completing an online survey. 

The survey will help identify 
trail use, needs, preferences, 
potential projects, and the 
satisfaction of trail users. The 
survey is 25 questions long and 
should take less than 10 minutes 
to complete. 

“Your opinions and ideas 
matter,” Trail Manager Melissa 
Ford said in a press release. “An 
important part of the planning 
process is receiving input from 
our trail users and stakeholders to 
form our goals and objectives for 
the next five years. With this plan, 

the Trailways Commission hopes 
to provide a framework for the 
direction of the trail and have a 
positive effect on the quality of life 
in our trail communities.”   

Surveys are available online at 
surveymonkey.com/r/paintcreek2
019. People can also pick up a 
paper copy at the Paint Creek 
Trailways Commission office, 
located at 4480 Orion Rd. in 
Rochester.  

Survey results will be taken 
into account by Paint Creek Trail 
planning consultant Giffels 
Webster. In late fall, the draft 
report, including survey results, 
will be presented to the Trailways 
Commission for discussion and 
refinement through a public 
hearing.  The 2020-2024 
Recreation Master Plan is 
tentatively scheduled for approval 
by the Trailways Commission on 
January 21, 2020. 

The Paint Creek Trail was the 
first non-motorized rail-to-trail in 
the State of Michigan, and goes 
through the communities of 
Rochester, Rochester Hills, 
Oakland Township, Orion 
Township, and the Village of Lake 
Orion. To learn more about the 
Master Plan or the Paint Creek 
Trail, visit paintcreektrail.org or 
call 248-651-9260. 

Trailways Commission invites public 
to help with Master Plan



Rock Mob Saturday, June 29, 
10 p.m. Rochester Mills Beer Co. 

Yes & Asia Wednesday, July 3, 
6:30 p.m. Meadow Brook 
Amphitheatre, Rochester Hills 

Music in the Park Thursday, 
July 4, 7:30 p.m. Rochester 
Municipal Park - Russ Miller 

Weird Al Yankovic Friday, July 
5, 8 p.m. Meadow Brook 
Amphitheatre, Rochester Hills 

SpaceCat Saturday, July 13, 10 
p.m. Rochester Mills Beer Co. 

Ricarlo Flanagan Friday, June 
28, 7:15 p.m. Mark Ridley's 
Comedy Castle, Royal Oak 

Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra Friday, June 28, 8 
p.m. Lorenzo Cultural Center, 
Clinton Township 

The Try Guys Saturday, June 
29, 7:30 p.m. The Fillmore, Detroit 

Comedy Night Tuesday, July 2, 
7:30 p.m. Buffalo's Anchor Bar, 
Rochester Hills - Every Tuesday 
night 

 

Rochester Farmers Market 
Saturday, June 29, 8 a.m. E Third 
& Water Street  

Food Truck Rally - Bark in 
the Park Saturday, June 29, 4 
p.m. Grant Park, Utica 

Quizzo Every Thursday, 7 p.m., 
Muldoon's, Rochester Hills 

Pizza & Pitcher Special 
Tuesday, July 2, 5 p.m. Main 
Street Billiards, Rochester 

Wet and Wild Wednesdays 
July 3, 12 p.m. Rochester Hills 
Museum at Van Hoosen Farm - 
Live music by Kevin Devine 

Clinton River Clean Up 
Saturday, July 6, 8 a.m. Yates 
Park, Rochester Hills 

The Peach Truck Tour 
Saturday, July 6, 11:30 a.m., 
Bordine Nursery, Rochester Hills 

Magic the Gathering 
Commander Tournament 
Sunday, July 7, 1 p.m. Rochester 
Sports Cards and Memorabilia, 
Rochester 

Sidewalk Sales Thursday, July 
11, 10 a.m. Downtown Rochester 

 

 

Movies in the Moonlight 
Saturday, July 23, 8:30 p.m. 
Downtown Rochester 

All events take place at Rochester Hills 
Public Library, 500 Olde Towne Rd in 
Rochester, unless stated otherwise. 
Register at Rhpl.org/.  

English Matters: ELL 
Conversation Group Tuesday, 
July 2, 10 a.m. 

Basic Technology Help for 
Seniors Tuesday, July 2, 6 p.m. 

Library Closed Thursday, July 
4 

Books on Tap Monday, July 
15, 7 p.m. Main Street Billiards, 
Rochester 

All events take place at Rochester Hills 
Public Library  unless stated otherwise. 
Register at Rhpl.org/. 

Kaboomistry Saturday, June 
29, 11 a.m. 

Teen Cookie Competition 
Saturday, June 29, 12 p.m. 

Outdoor Explorers Monday, 
July 1, 10:15 a.m. 

Picnic Flick Wednesday, July 3, 
5 p.m. Bring a picnic dinner and 
enjoy a movie. No registration 
required. 

Spanish Storytime Saturday, 
July 6, 11:30 a.m., Barnes & 
Noble, Rochester Hills 

Fidget Spinner Monday, July 8, 
3 p.m. Come make your own fidget 
spinner! K-8 with caregivers 
attending for K-3. 

Baby Play Space Wednesday, 
July 10, 2 p.m. Register all children 
attending. Children must have their 
own card to register. Ages birth to 
35 months. 

Lauren Daigle Wednesday, July 
31, Masonic Temple Theatre, 
Detroit 

Phil Collins Tuesday, October 1, 
Little Caesars Arena, Detroit 

Noah Gunderson Tuesday, 
October 8, El Club, Detroit 

Arts & Entertainment
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AArroouunndd  TToowwnn SSaavvee  tthhee  ddaattee

redboxNOW IN 
THEATERS

MEN IN BLACK - 
INTERNATIONAL 
PG-13, Action/Comedy 

DARK: SEASON 2 
TV-MA, Science Fiction 

 

PLANES, TRAINS 
AND AUTOMOBILES 

R, Comedy 

FIVE FEET APART 
PG-13, Drama/Romance 

 

DOOM DAYS 
Bastille - Indie Pop, Virgin EMI 

Records 

NOSTALGIA 
R, Drama 

AMERICAN GODS 
It’s heavy, twisted, and dark, but 
Neil Gaiman’s classic “American 
Gods” is a thought-provoking 
look at American belief and the 
immigrant experience. The book 
is one of those works that 
everyone talks about but I just 
got around to reading. If, like 
me, you haven’t read it yet and 
are looking for a piece of 
literature to sink your teeth into, 
check it out. 
 

- Elena Durnbaugh, Editor

Gazette Recommends...

To submit an event, email 
News@gazettemediagroup.com. 

Submissions run in the paper space 
permitting. To advertise an event, email 
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.
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at Oakland University O’rena
BRIDAL EXPO

REGISTER ONLINE AT GAZETTEEVENTS.COM FOR FREE ADMISSION
TICKETS $10 AT THE DOOR • EXHIBITORS CALL 248-524-4868

at Oakland University O rena

Save th
e Date

Save th
e Date

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2019 • 11am–2 pm

Arts & Entertainment

Oakland University’s summer 
carillon concert series, which 
features carillonneurs from 
around the world, will return on 
July 5 and continue for six Fridays. 

The free concerts will take 
place at 6 p.m. on Fridays next to 

the Elliott Tower on OU’s campus. 
The tower features a fully 
chromatic 49-bell carillon, which 
was the last carillon to have its 
bells and keyboard cast by the 
Petit and Fritsen Royal 
Bellfoundry in the Netherlands. 

“Bring your lawn chairs, 
blankets, picnics and friends and 
enjoy a relaxing evening listening 
to the sounds of the bells,” said 
Dennis Curry, OU’s resident 
carillonneur.  

Guest performers are 
recognized international 
carillonneurs who will provide a 

wide variety of music. Performers 
include Bernard Winsemius of 
Amsterdam on July 5, Gijsbert Kok 
of The Hague on July 12, Carlo Van 
Ulft of Springfield on July 19, and 
Alex Johnson of the University of 
Rochester on July 26. 

In August, The Verheyen 
Carillon & Guitar Duo of Hasselt 
perform on the 2nd, and Dennis 
Curry of Kirk in the Hills & 
Oakland University performs on 
August 9. 

Tours of the tower will follow 
each recital. 

To learn more about Oakland 
University’s Elliott Tower, visit 
Oakland.edu/elliott-tower/.  

For more information about 
the Fridays @ 6 Summer Carillon 
Series, contact Dennis Curry at 
dncurry@oakland.edu. 

OU’s Summer Carillon Series returns July 5

Dennis Curry, OU’s resident carillonneur. Photo courtesy of Oakland 
University

Improvisation teaches 
students creativity and 
cooperation as they build stories 
and scenes from their imagination. 
Kids interested in improv can 
enroll in the 1000 Hats Summer 
2019 improv camp being offered 
July 15-26 at Stagecrafters.   

Classes are offered for 
students ages 8-12 and 13-17. 
Younger kids will learn improv 
skills through games and activities 
designed to build confidence in a 
positive, supportive environment. 
Older students will learn improv 
skills as well as scene writing so 
that they can develop their own 
short and long form of comedy 
sketches.  

Michael Lomas, a performer 
with more than 20 years of improv 
experience, will teach the classes. 
Lomas has taught the 1000 Hats 
Improv camp at Stagecrafters for 
more than 15 years.  

Improv for ages 8-12 costs 
$225 per student. Discounts and 
different packages are available. 
The improv and scene writing 
class costs $300, and scholarships 
are available. The registration 
deadline is July 12 at 12 p.m. 
Stagecrafters recommends calling 
ahead to check on class 
availability.   

To learn more, visit 
stagecrafters.org/getinvolved/100
0-hats-improv.html/.  

1000 Hats improv camp at Stagecrafters

Dancin’ in the streets of downtown Rochester
There will be swinging and 

swaying and live music playing in 
downtown Rochester for Dancin’ 
in the Street on Friday, July 12. 
The entire family can enjoy the 
band SpaceCat, a taste fest 
featuring local Rochester eateries, 
and other fun activities.  

“Dancin’ in the Street is a 
fantastic opportunity to 
participate in great music and 
great company,” Kevin Stewart, 
owner of Stewart Team Real Estate 

Partners said in a statement. “It’s 
always fun meeting up with 
friends for downtown events, as 
well as unexpectedly running into 
people in the community.”  

The event starts at 6 p.m. with 
a performance by Lia Catallo. At 7 
p.m. SpaceCat will take the stage 
and perform until the end of the 
event at 10 p.m. The taste fest will 
occur during the entire event. 
Featured restaurants include 
Rochester Mills Beer Co., 

D’Marcos Italian Restaurant and 
Wine Bar, O’Connor’s Public 
House, and Dessert oasis.  

Dancin’ in the Street will be 
located on W. Fourth Street 
between Main and Walnut in 
downtown Rochester and is 
presented by Stewart Team Real 
Estate Partners. To learn more 
about the event, visit 
downtownrochestermi.com or call 
248-656-0060. 

DSO to visit Greenfield Village Fourth of July weekend
The Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra (DSO) will return to  
Greenfield Village at The Henry 
Ford to present the 27th annual 
Salute to America celebration, 
with four concerts in four nights. 

Salute to America is a family-
friendly outdoor Fourth of July 
concert experience, complete 
with patriotic music and a 
fireworks finale. Michigan native 
Sameer Patel will conduct the 
DSO, who will share the stage with 
the Jazz Ambassadors of The 
United States Army Field Band – 
conducted by Chief Warrant 
Officer Kevin Pick – and vocalist 
Tish Oney. 

The concerts take place 
Wednesday, July 3, Thursday, July 
4, Friday, July 5, and Saturday, July 
6. Gates open at 6 p.m. First 
Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum 

Corps will perform on the grounds 
at approximately 7 p.m. The Jazz 
Ambassadors of The United States 
Army Field Band will take the 
stage at 7:30 p.m., followed by the 
DSO at 8:30 p.m. 

A Detroit native, Sameer Patel 
currently serves as associate 
conductor of the San Diego 
Symphony. He has performed as a 
guest conductor with many 
leading orchestras, including the 
St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, 
National Symphony Orchestra, 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, 
Leipziger Sinfonieorchester, and 
others. 

Chief Warrant Officer Kevin 
Pick earned a Master of Music 
degree from the University of 
Southern California and a 
Bachelor of Music degree from 
Ithaca College. Before joining the 

United States Army, CW2 Pick 
spent five years as a public school 
music teacher in New York and 
Ohio, and since then his 
assignments have included the 
USAREUR Band and Chorus in 
Heidelberg, Germany, the 323D 
Army Band in Fort Sam Houston, 
TX, and most recently at the 392D 
Army Band at Ft. Lee, VA, where 
he served as Commander and 
Bandmaster. 

Greenfield Village at The 
Henry Ford is located at 20900 
Oakwood Boulevard in Dearborn. 
Tickets are on sale now at 
TheHenryFord.org or by calling 
313-982-6001. General admission 
tickets are $23.75 for Henry Ford 
Members and DSO Subscribers, 
$28 for nonmembers. 

Listen to Cowboy Alex read 
stories about sequence and shiny 
things, joke around with his 
puppet pals, and do silly magic 
tricks. Plus, kids and their grown-
up will make an awesome craft 
project using recycled material. 

This event is ideal for kids 
ages 3-8 years old and takes place 

Thursday, July 18 from 10-10:45 
a.m. The cost to attend is $5 per 
child. 

The event will be held at The 
Royal Oak Salter Community 
Center, 1545 East Lincoln. 

For more information, call 
248-246-3180 or visit 
Royaloakrec.com/. 

Silly Sequence Storytime with Cowboy Alex
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When thumbing through 
gardening catalogs, visiting 
garden centers or just admiring 
other yards, it can be intimidating 
to think about starting a garden. 
There is so much to know and so 
much to go wrong. What if your 
garden doesn’t thrive? What if it 
looks shabby? What if there are 
problems? Don’t despair, here is 
sage advice from the Rochester 
Garden Club. 

The first step is to think small 
and educate yourself in the 
fundamentals of gardening. Pick 
up some basic gardening books 
and magazines, watch YouTube 
videos and TV shows featuring 
good gardeners and ask questions 

of gardeners whose gardens you 
admire. Not every tip or trick will 
work for you. Always remember 
that each garden is unique. It 
reflects the garden’s location in 
the yard and the gardener’s 
personality. 

There are a few tools that are 
used constantly in the garden. 
Select a shovel that fits your body 
size and is easy to manipulate. A 
watering can is very handy, and a 
digging knife is useful as well. This 
is shaped like a trowel but has a 
serrated edge on one side and a 
sharp edge on the other. It can be 
used to dig holes for planting 
small plants and to remove weeds, 
roots and all. The most important 
tool to spend a bit of money on is 
a good pair of hand pruners. 
These will be used constantly and 
should be kept clean, sharp and 
oiled. A knee cushion is useful for 
weeding and planting, too. 

If you think like a plant, then 
your garden is off to a good start! 
Each plant species thrives in 
different growing conditions, so 

observe what is going on in your 
yard. Some plants like sun all day 
long, some will demand shade. 
The type of soil in your yard will 
determine what grows well. Dig a 
hole and have a look! If your yard 
has stayed wet all spring, then 
most likely it is clay. Some areas in 
the yard tend to stay moist, and 
some dry out in a hurry. Go to a 
nursery center and get a pH soil 
test kit. Many plants love acidic 
(low pH) soils, many like basic 
(higher pH) soils and some are not 
fussy at all. Knowing what the 
plant needs, and what your yard 
offers will help you put the right 
plant in the right place. 

Be realistic in your 
expectations of time and the cost 
of your gardening endeavors. Start 
small and build from there. Think 
about the types of plants you want 
to grow. Annual flowers, such as 
petunias and snapdragons, thrive 
only for one year and must be 
removed at the end of the growing 
season. Perennials, such as hostas 
or peonies, will last for many 

years. A good rule of thumb for 
perennials is they “sleep, creep 
and leap”. This means a perennial 
will not grow much in the first 
year, the second year it begins to 
get bigger and by the third year it 
will be well established and might 
even need dividing. A vegetable or 
herb garden may be a good choice 
as well. Select the area in your 
yard you would like to work in, 
research its growing conditions 
and design a simple plan. Talk to 
your local garden center 
associates and research 

recommendations. 
Gardens are never the same 

year to year. Some plants spread, 
some die back, some thrive, and 
some dawdle. Many gardeners will 
move plants around in the spring 
to better suit the changing 
conditions. Take lots of photos 
and keep records of what you 
planted. Don’t be afraid to 
experiment and take a chance. 
That is much of the fun of 
gardening. 

Don’t forget to kick back and 
enjoy your creation. You earned it. 

Rochester Garden Club’s advice for brand new gardeners: Think like a plant

ROOTED IN 
ROCHESTER   
by    
ROCHESTER GARDEN CLUB
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Is it time to paint the walls in your home?
by AMY FORTUNE 

If you are changing your 
interior décor or if you are simply 
tired of the current colors on your 
walls, then it is obviously time to 
grab the brushes and rollers and 
start painting. However, if no 
major changes are desired or 
needed, how often do you need to 
paint to keep your walls looking 
fresh and well-maintained? 
Experts advise that the timeframe 
depends largely on the room in 
question. 

Different Walls Require 
Different Maintenance Schedules 

In the home, rooms that get 
more use require more frequent 
repainting. Also, walls exposed to 
spilled or splattered liquids or dirt 
and grime likely need more 
attention than walls in “cleaner” 
areas of the home. 

The Living Room 
If your living room walls are 

painted with a durable formula, 
they may not need new paint for 
five to seven years. However, 
families with small children 
and/or pets and those who use 
their living rooms for entertaining 
may need to repaint more often. 

The Dining Room 
If you have a formal dining 

room that is only used during 
holidays and for special 
occasions, you should plan to 
repaint it every 5 to seven years. 
But if your dining room is used 
daily for meals – and spills – you 
should probably plan to paint 
every three to four years. 

The Kitchen 
Typically, walls in kitchens and 

bathrooms are exposed to more 
risks, more frequently, than walls 
in other rooms. In the kitchen, 
specifically, heat and splattered 
oils can wreak havoc with even 
the most durable paint. So, look at 
redoing them every two to four 
years (depending on how much 

you use your kitchen). 
The Bathroom 
Like walls in the kitchen, walls 

in the bathroom are exposed to 
substances that damage and 
weaken paint over time. Steam 
from the shower, hairspray, 
makeup products, and even 
certain cleaning products can 
discolor walls and cause them to 
look “grimy.” But you can fight the 
grime by repainting your 
bathroom walls every two to three 
years – every four years if the 
bathroom in question is 
exclusively a guest bathroom. 

Bedrooms 
For bedrooms, repainting 

frequency really depends on 
whether the user of the room is an 
adult or a child. Granted, not all 
children are messy, but young 
children are more likely to use 
their rooms for more than just 
sleeping – they play there, they 
paint and color, and they may 
even conduct science 
experiments. Depending on their 
levels and types of activities, 
children may need their rooms 
touched up or repainted every 
two years. Whereas, the walls in 
sleeping quarters belonging to 
most adults may not require fresh 
paint for five to seven years. 

Hallways 
While most family members 

do not spend a lot of time just 
hanging out in hallways, these 
spaces are frequently used. 
Individuals pass through them 
constantly, moving from room to 
room. And this frequent use may 
result in scuff marks, dents, and 
unnoticed dirt tracking, which 
may lead to staining. Because of 
the accumulation of this minor 
damage over time, most painting 
professionals recommend the 
application of a fresh coat of paint 
to hallway walls every two to 
three years. 



HELP WANTED  
NOW HIRING 

Part-time position available at medical 
office in Rochester for certified medical 
assistant with office experience. Please call 
989-673-5488 or fax resume to 989-673-
0283. 

5/5 

SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

5/5 

WANTED 

BUYING COLLECTIONS OF 
ALL KINDS – COINS – JEWELRY  
GOOD OR BROKEN – OLDER 
MAGIC PLAYING CARDS  
I’LL BUY IT ALL  
248-709-2183 

2/2 

FOR SALE 

Two cemetery plots at White Chapel in 
Garden of the Last Supper. $2800 - Call 
Anita at 248-770-3595. 

1/3 
2 Lots for sale. Oakview Cemetery. $1500 

for both. Call 248-525-8445. 
1/1 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

 
1/1 

 
 

INSURANCE/ 
FINANCIAL 

Don’t go to a Dinner Seminar for your 
Financial advice, you will be able to afford a 
Steak Dinner on your own! 
I have a better solution, and it is guaranteed 
not to lose your initial investment. 
This is an Annuity and it has a 5 Year 
Accumulation, 1 year point to point. What 
does this mean? Call me for the details. We 
don’t need 2 or 3 appointments (unless you 
want to), this is easy! 
Buy a Fixed Indexed Annuity today. Call 
Scott Dickinson, a Certified Financial 
Fiduciary in Troy. There are only seven (7) of 
us in the State of Michigan. Remember, it’s 
all about trust. Join others who have 
bought annuities from me. Please go to 
nationalcffassociation.org, under directory 
to research my credentials. 
Call today 248-641-7800 Ext. 1015, or 
email me at scottd@republicund.com 
Finding a Financial Professional you can 
trust is key to achieving a successful  
retirement, and a piece of mind. 

3/3 

ADOPT A PET 
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful 
dogs and cats waiting for someone to 
come rescue them! All of their dogs are cur-
rent on age appropriate shots, microchip, 
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are 
up to date as well! If interested, please con-
tact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is 
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, 
in Pontiac.  

Tinky 

ADOPT A PET 
Rebecca 

Misty 

Jetson 

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper 2 Papers 3 Papers

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢per
word50¢per

word25¢per
word

Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Gazette
Troy-Somerset
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GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes 
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspa-
pers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past 
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. 
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 

Publisher 
Mark Nicholson 

Managing Editor 
Andrew Neal  

Editorial Contributors 

Elena Durnbaugh 
Nathan Inks 
Cynthia Kmett 
Amy Fortune 

Advertising 

Pam Brown 
Pete O’Leary 

Production 

AJ White 
Catie McIntosh 

Circulation 
Melissa Leung 

Interns 

Justin Cooper 

TO SUBMIT EDITORIAL: 
News@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

ADVERTISING QUESTIONS: 
Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

248-524-4868 
6966 Crooks Road Suite 22 

Troy, MI 48098

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

GetYourGazette.com 

@RRHGazette

@RRHGazette

Uncle Luke’s Feed Store

6691 Livernois • Troy • 248-879-9147 
(1/4 Mile S. of South Blvd) 

Garden Seeds • Potting & Top Soil • Straw 
Bagged Mulch • Grass Seed • Tomato Cages 

Natural Pest & Disease Products 
Wide Variety of  Top Quality Dog & Cat Food 

Wild Bird Products • Chicken & Livestock Supplies  

Farm Fresh Eggs 

Flowers & Veggie Plants Now In Stock!

Like Us On Facebook For Other Deals & Promotions

Mon-Fri 9am-6:30pm • Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm

We Carry Holistic 

Dog Treats and 

Chew Treats  

Made in The USA!

ORGANIC  
Soil Amendments  

and Fertilizers

We Have Dairy Doo! Morgan’s Compost is Now in Stock!
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1002 Main Street
Rochester, Michigan

248.770.8661

Verified Five Star 
Zillow Reviews

Outstanding Agent - Excellent Results

CALL 
PAULA REA-JOHNSTON
248.770.8661

A Top Realtor for The Linda Rea Team
Unparalleled Service • Caring Professional • Knowledgeable 

3560 Charlwood - Rochester - $430,000  

CALL PAULA
FOR UPCOMING LISTINGS!

RECOMMENDED | REFERRED | RESPECTED

1st Floor Master, Finished Lower Level, Large Deck 
and Patio with a Gazbo, 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bath, 

2537 Sq Ft., Rochester Schools.

Notice an increase in flooding?

A number of 
heavy rainfall 
events this past 

spring caused flooding for many 
Metro Detroit communities. An 
increase in the frequency of heavy 
precipitation events combined 
with continued development and 
expansion of suburban areas has 
made flooding in local 
communities more common in 
recent years. Even if the region 
sees a decline in the frequency of 
heavy rainfall events, 
communities are likely to continue 
to suffer from damaging flooding if 
they do not take a proactive 
approach to urban water 
management. 

Since the 1800s Michigan has 
lost around 40% of its wetlands; 
most of these losses have been 
along the Lower Peninsula’s 
eastern coastline, with Macomb 
and Wayne counties seeing the 
highest losses at over 90%. 
Wetlands provide natural flood 
control and filter out pollution. 
When wetlands are replaced with 
impermeable surfaces such as 
concrete and asphalt, the result is 
an increase in flooding and 
polluted storm runoff entering 
lakes, rivers, and streams. 

Although Michigan has a 
wetland mitigation program with a 
goal of no net loss of wetlands, the 
sheer amount of urbanization that 
has taken place has left too much 
water with nowhere to go during 
rain events, even if the state 
maintains its current wetland 
acreage. Local governments need 
to start taking proactive steps to 
ensure that rainwater and runoff 
is being properly managed. 
Fortunately, there are a number of 
innovations that local 
governments and developers can 
utilize. 

Bioswales, gently sloped 
troughs filled with plants and 
rocks, can be used to slow the 
flow of runoff and absorb 

pollutants in the process. Instead 
of being carried into storm 
sewers, polluted water is 
absorbed by the plants, and the 
pollutants are naturally broken 
down over time. Bioswales can be 
effectively used in place of or in 
addition to storm sewers along 
freeways and near residential 
developments. 

Similarly, rain gardens can be 
installed in parking lots and on 
rooftops to absorb and filter 
rainwater. Rain gardens differ from 
bioswales in that they are not 
sloped; however, the two can be 
combined so that a bioswale leads 
into a rain garden. 

Vegetation is not the only tool 
available. Pervious concrete and 
porous asphalt – although more 
expensive at the outset – are 
increasingly popular alternatives 
to traditional pavement that 
developers are turning to. By 
utilizing such permeable 
pavement materials, stormwater 
is able to drain back into the 
ground, recharging aquifers and 
other groundwater stores while 
pollutants are filtered out in the 
process. In the long run these 
solutions save municipalities and 
developers money, as they allow 
for increased land utilization and 
require less ancillary work to fit in 
with existing infrastructure. 

As the Metro Detroit area 
continues to grow – especially in 
Oakland and Macomb counties – 
developers and municipal leaders 
need to take a proactive approach 
to rainwater management. The 
“pave, pipe, and pump” approach 
has failed, resulting in flooded 
basements and roads, and 
although we cannot undo the 
destruction to the region’s 
wetlands that has taken place 
over the past two centuries, we 
can change our infrastructure and 
land use to deal with rainwater in 
a manageable and 
environmentally friendly way. The 
time for municipal and county 
governments to take proactive 
steps – by utilizing bioswales, rain 
gardens, and permeable pavement 
and encouraging and assisting 
developers in doing the same – is 
now. 

PERSPECTIVES 
   
Op - Ed by   
NATHAN INKS

Wednesday entertainment at the Museum
Rochester Hills Museum at Van 

Hoosen Farm will host Wet and 
Wild Wednesdays this summer, 
featuring family entertainment in 
the gazebo from 12 -1 p.m. and 
water fun from 1-2 p.m. every 
Wednesday in July. 

On July 3, enjoy live music by 
Kevin Devine. 

Admission is $3 per person 
ages 2 and up and museum 

members are free. Pre-register via 
PayPal at 
Rochesterhills.org/musprograms/, 
by emailing 
rhmuseum@rochesterhills.org, or 
by calling 248-656-4663. 

The Rochester Hills Museum is 
located at 1005 Van Hoosen Road, 
off Tienken Road between 
Rochester and Dequindre Roads. 


