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Community members across 
Auburn Hills will compete for the 
fastest kayak/canoe time down the 
Clinton River Trail at the 11th 
annual Paddlepalooza on 
Saturday, June 1. 

The annual Paddlepalooza 
event sees participants race from 
the banks of Auburn Hills’s 
Riverside Park all the way to the 
River Crest Banquet Center at 900 
West Avon Road in Rochester 
Hills. The eight-mile trip is not 
designed for beginner paddlers 
and is open to ages 12 and up. 

“Auburn Hills is proud to be 
defending the Mayor’s Cup title for 
the fifth the straight year, and we 
are hoping for another repeat 
win,” Auburn Hills Mayor Kevin 
McDaniel said in a press release. “I 
hope that Mayor Barnett has been 
training for this event. The Clinton 
River helps add to the sense of 
community by connecting our two 
cities and neighborhoods, and 
improves the quality of life for all 
of our residents and visitors.  It’s 
one of my favorite events of the 
summer.” 

Paddlepalooza participants 
have three events to choose from: 
an eight-mile, one-person kayak 
race (8:30 a.m.); an eight-mile, 
two-person canoe race (8:45 a.m.); 
or an eight-mile “adventure river 
paddle” (9 a.m.). 

Racers are invited to a lunch 
and award ceremony at the River 
Crest Banquet Center from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Participants can expect 
awards in each race category as 
well as a free event t-shirt. 

FOR THE PAST NINE YEARS, Scott Tiegs, associate professor of biological sciences at Oakland University, 
has organized trips to Costa Rica for his Biology 4333 class, which immerses students in an array of 
ecosystems, including rainforests, dry forests, cloud forests, wetlands, rivers and streams. For the first few 
days of the trip this year, the group stayed at La Selva Biological Station, which is owned and operated 
by the Organization for Tropical Studies, a consortium of universities and research institutions from the 
United States and Costa Rica. Pictured here are the tropical field ecology students at Tenorio National 
Park. Photo courtesy of Oakland University.

11th Annual Paddlepalooza to take place June 1
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Rochester Hills’ Winchester 
District rejuvenation project 
continues with the grand 
opening of Art Van in the former 
Kmart location at 1032 S. 
Rochester Road. 

Art Van is going all out on its 
grand opening with a five-day 
celebration from Thursday, May 
30 to Monday, June 3. The family-
friendly event is set to feature 
face painters, balloon twisters, 
refreshments, music, as well as a 
free sofa-styling seminar on 
Sunday, June 2. 

Visitors are also invited to 
take part in several raffles 
including a trip for four to Disney 
World, a $500 gift card giveaway, 
a room package worth $3,000 as 
well as $10,000 in Art Van 
Furniture’s Crack the Vault 
promotion. The $500 gift card 
giveaway will begin at 10 a.m. 
and be available every two 
hours. 

“Rochester Hills is one of 
Michigan’s most popular retail 
destinations, and Art Van is right 
in the middle of this thriving 
shopping district,” Ron Boire, 
president and CEO of Art Van 
Furniture, said in a press release. 
“Our beautiful new store and 
affordable furniture collections 
will wow local residents.” 

Art Van 
replaces old 
Kmart in 
Winchester 
district
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Rochester Hills 
Museum reopens  
with new exhibits 

Rochester Hills Museum at Van 
Hoosen Farm celebrated its 40th 
anniversary earlier this month 
with a grand re-opening and a 
ribbon cutting on its new exhibits.  

Over 100 guests attended the 
event on May 11. The celebration 
was held inside the farm’s 1927 
dairy barn where people learned 
about the history of the museum, 
which opened to the public in 
1979. The museum’s new exhibits 
include “Pioneer Family” and “On 
Van Hoosen Farm.” 

The farm itself dates back to 
1823 and is a nationally registered 
historic site.  

The Rochester Hills Museum 
at Van Hoosen Farm is open for 
drop in tours on Fridays and 
Saturdays from 12-3 p.m. To learn 
more, visit 
rochesterhills.org/museum or call 
248-656-4663.  

The museum is at 105 Van 
Hoosen Rd. in Rochester Hills.  

 

Police and fire 
fundraiser hosted by 
local music students 

Local musicians from Music 
Maker Studio will host a police 
and fire fundraiser at Coyote Joe's 
on Sunday, June 2 from 2-6 p.m. 

The music students will 
showcase their talents to help 
give back to Shelby's first 
responders. 

In addition to live music, the 
event will include fun activities, 
raffles, and food. 

Coyote Joes is located 49440 
Ryan Rd in Shelby Township. 
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Rochester Hills Mayor Bryan 
Barnett is looking to bring a 
victory back home following the 
city’s losing streak against Auburn 
Hills. 

“Paddlepalooza is one of the 
premier river events in Southeast 
Michigan,” Rochester Hills Mayor 
Bryan Barnett said in a press 
release. “I love participating each 

year and I enjoy hearing the 
stories of new participants 
enjoying the beauty of the river 
for the first time. This year I hope 
to end the streak and bring the 
Mayor’s Cup back to Rochester 
Hills where it rightfully belongs.” 

Registration for the 11th 
annual Paddlepalooza costs $20 
and does not include a flotation 
device. All participants under the 

age of 18 must be accompanied by 
an adult as the river is considered 
a “difficult Class III” during certain 
times of the year. 

To learn more about the event 
rules, recommended attire, canoe 
and kayak rentals, parking and 
shuttle service and more, please 
visit auburnhills.org or call the 
Auburn Hills Recreation 
Department at 248-370-9353. 

PADDLEPALOOZA, From page 1

Avondale High School art 
students displayed their talent 
earlier this month during the 
school’s annual Fine Art Show.  

Hundreds of pieces in various 
media were on view for members 
of the community. Student work 
included paintings, drawings, 
prints, sculpture, ceramics, and 
jewelry. The art reflected the 
individual expression of both 
beginning and advanced artists.  

Nine advanced placement 
students hosted individual 
exhibits during the show. Senior 
Crystal Czarniecki presented her 
show “Time is Running Out,” a 
statement about taking ownership 
and stewardship of our planet. 
Czarniecki’s exhibition won first 
place in the show’s award 
ceremony.  

Art teacher Jennifer Palombit 
was pleased with the AP exhibits.  

“The work demonstrated the 
student’s mastery of their skills as 
well as confidence and pride in 
their work,” she said.  

In addition to the AP exhibits, 
pieces from all grade levels and 
across the Art Department filled 
the hallways and showcases of the 
fine arts wing of the school. There 
were also art-focused activities 
and art for sale. 

Forty-four honors were 
presented during the awards 
ceremony at the opening of the 
show, including $2,400 in 
monetary awards. In addition to 
her first place prize, Czarniecki 
was awarded the Janet Davison 
Scholarship, a $1,000 scholarship 
presented by former Avondale 

high School art teacher, Ms. Janet 
Davison. Senior Ricky Hall won 
second place for his exhibit “Land 
and Sea,” senior Lauren Walsh 
took third place for her exhibit 
“Substratum,” and senior Krista 
Williston’s won fourth place for 
her exhibit “Flowers of the Field.” 

Hall, Walsh, and Williston received 
scholarships given in the name of 
Helen Schodowski. The 
scholarships come from a $1,000 
fund established by Schodowski’s 
husband to be shared by 
deserving students each year. 
Senior Shelby Porter was awarded 
the $100 Brad Glass Memorial 
Scholarship as the Top 
Drawing/Painting Student. Seniors 

Katherine Holloway and Ethan 
Jewell were awarded the $100 
George Cooper 3D Scholarships, 
for work in ceramics and metals, 
respectively. Art show patrons 
voted jewelry created by junior 
Anthony Palombit and sophomore 
Ella Ragan as the best jewelry 

entries in the show. Both Palombit 
and Ragan were awarded $50 gift 
certificates to CR Hill.  

The show ran for four-days at 
Avondale High School and drew 
hundreds of parents, district staff, 
and students, as well as 
community members to enjoy the 
work of Avondale High School 
artists. 

Avondale High School artists receive $2400 during annual art exhibit

Leader Dogs Bark & Brew introduces its first 5k race
Leader Dogs for the Blind will 

hold its first ever 5k race during 
its annual Bark & Brew celebration 
on Saturday, June 1. 

Presented by Chief Financial 
Credit Union, the 4th annual Bark 
& Brew is an outdoor, family-
friendly event created to support 
the mission of Leader Dogs. 
Attendees can expect live music, a 
kids’ play area, inflatables, 
carnival games, face painting and 
more. 

Attendees are also encouraged 

to meet the Leader Dog puppies 
and witness them in action during 
several training sessions 
throughout the day. 

Leader Dogs is partnering with 
Kona Running Company and 
iHeart Radio for its first Bark & 
Brew 5k. Registered runners will 
receive a race t-shirt, a medal and 
a Griffin Claw beer (ages 21+) 
upon completing the race. 

Bark & Brew will take place at 
the Griffin Claw Brewing Company 
on Crooks Rd. in Rochester Hills 

from 1 - 10 p.m. on Saturday. 
Organizers will hold the event rain 
or shine with zero 
refunds/exchanges. 

Tickets are free for those 
under 21 and available for $8 
through online pre-registration up 
to Friday, May 31st at 11 p.m. 
Tickets at the door will be 
available for $10, while an all-day 
pass for kids’ play area costs $5. 

To learn more about the event 
and to register, visit 
Leaderdog.org/bark-and-brew/. 

CRYSTAL CZARNIECKI displays a piece from her exhibit “Time is 
Running Out,” a statement about taking ownership and stewardship of 
our planet.

Celebrate National Trails Day on the  
Paint Creek Trail

The Paint Creek Trailways 
Commission will celebrate its 21st 
annual National Trails Day with 
free, family-friendly events in 
downtown Lake Orion on 
Saturday, June 1.  

The theme of this year’s Paint 
Creek event is bicycle safety. 
Attendees will receive a bike bell 
and will be able to participate in a 
bike safety demonstration by the 
Lake Orion Police Department. 
Cyclists are encouraged to bring 
their bikes with them to the event 
and can take part in a non 
denominational blessing of the 
bikes by Rev. John Ball of Lake 
Orion United Methodist Church. 
The blessing with be followed by 
a family-friendly bike ride on the 
trail from Children’s Park in Lake 
Orion to the intersection of 
Clarkston and Kern Roads. 

“We’re very excited to host our 
National Trails Day event in Lake 
Orion again this year,” trail 
manager Melissa Ford said in a 
press release. “This year we are 
partnering with the Lake Orion 
Police Department and the Lake 
Orion United Methodist Church 
who will be holding their annual 
Clergy, Cops and Kids event at the 

same time in downtown Lake 
Orion. All National Trails Day 
event attendees will be able to 
experience twice the fun.” 

The event runs from 1-4 p.m. 
Activities for National Trails Day 
will be held in the lower municipal 
lot in downtown Lake Orion 
alongside Clergy, Cops, and Kids. 
The Orion Township Public 
Library Bookbike will be at the 
event, and kids can participate in 
coloring activities. There will be 
free Paint Creek Trail swag, a prize 
wheel giveaway for trail 
merchandise, and a grand prize 
drawing.  

National Trails Day is the only 
nationally coordinated event 
designed to connect people with 
more trails, according to the 
American Hiking Society. “Every 
trail beckons adventure and has a 
story to share with any person 
willing to discover it,” the society 
said in a statement. “These trail 
experiences can improve the lives 
of every American.”  

To learn more about National 
Trails Day, including a schedule of 
events, visit 
paintcreektrail.org/wordpress/201
9-national-trails-day/. 



 

■ CRASH 
CAUSING 
SERIOUS 
INJURY IN 
ROCHESTER 
HILLS – On 

Thursday, May 23 at 10:53 a.m., 
officers responded to a serious 
injury vehicle crash that occurred 
on Livernois Road near River 
Bend Drive. A 24-year-old female 
resident of Shelby Township was 
driving a 2001 Pontiac Montana 
northbound on Livernois Road 
when she drifted left of center and 
struck a 2005 Jeep Liberty that 
was traveling southbound. The 
Jeep was operated by an 18-year-
old resident of Rochester Hills. 

The driver of the Pontiac 
Montana had to be extricated 
from the vehicle and was life 
flighted to Royal Oak Beaumont 
Hospital in critical condition. 
There were four passengers in the 
Pontiac Montana at the time of 
the accident, one adult and three 
children. The front seat passenger 
was a 23-year-old female resident 
of Rochester Hills who had to be 
extricated from the vehicle and 
was transported to Beaumont 
Hospital in Troy and currently 
listed in stable condition. The 
three children seated in the rear 
of the vehicle were not injured in 
the crash, but were transported 
to Beaumont Hospital in Royal 
Oak for observation. The 
operator of the Jeep Liberty 
complained of a minor injury and 
was not transported to the 
hospital. The crash remains 
under investigation. 

■ RUNAWAY LEADS TO 
POLICE ALTERCATION, CHASE – 
Deputies were dispatched to an 
address in the 400 block of 
Timberlea Drive in Rochester 
Hills on a report of a juvenile 
runaway. The mother called and 

stated she and her 16-year-old 
son had gotten into a physical 
argument and he ran out of the 
apartment. While on-route to the 
address a Deputy located the 
subject near the entrance to the 
Apartment complex. The Deputy 
contacted the subject and was 
attempting to get the subject into 
his patrol car when the child’s 
mother approached. Shortly after 
the mother’s arrival the two again 
began to argue and the suspect 
walked away. The Deputy again 
contacted the subject and 
attempted to get him into his 
patrol car. At that time the subject 
turned toward the Deputy and a 
struggle ensued, as the subject 
refused to get into the patrol car. 
The subject managed to knock 
the Deputy off his feet and struck 
him repeatedly in the side of the 
face. The Deputy was able to get 
free and got to his feet where he 
discharged his taser. The first 
discharge was unsuccessful. The 
second attempt struck the 
subject, temporarily 
incapacitating him, but the 
subject recovered and fled on 
foot.  

After a brief foot pursuit, the 
subject was located and taken 
into custody by additional 
responding Deputies. The subject 
was taken to Ascension Hospital 
in Rochester Hills to be medically 
cleared for incarceration. The 
Deputy who had been assaulted 
was also cleared to return to duty 
by Ascension staff. Once 
medically cleared, the 
responsible juvenile was lodged 
in the Oakland County Children’s 
Village. 

■ NO TURN SIGNAL AND A 
BRAKE LIGHT OUT – It was 1:25 
a.m. on Friday when a Rochester 
officer was in the area of Main and 
Fourth and observed a vehicle 
switching lanes without signaling. 
The officer also observed the 
driver’s side brake light of the 
vehicle not working. A traffic stop 
was conducted, and the officer 
made contact with the driver, a 

24-year-old Sterling Heights 
woman. The officer observed 
signs the woman driver had been 
drinking and she was placed 
through field sobriety testing. The 
driver failed all offered tests but 
one and was transported to the 
Rochester police department 
where she consented to an 
offered breath test, resulting in a 
.12% BAC. She was held until 
sober and released with a pending 
court date for operating while 
intoxicated.  

■ THIS DRIVER SWERVED 
AND NEARLY HIT A PATROL 
CAR – On Friday at 9:55 p.m., a 
Rochester officer was in the area 
of Dequindre and Deer Ridge Ct. 
and observed a vehicle traveling 
northbound on Dequindre swerve 
to the left, crossing the solid 
yellow line and into oncoming 
traffic. The officer noted the 
vehicle swerved so much, it 
nearly struck his patrol car which 
was sitting on the shoulder on the 
southbound side of the road. A 
traffic stop was conducted, and 
the officer made contact with the 
driver, a 31-year-old Shelby 
Township man. The officer 
observed signs the driver had 
been drinking and he was placed 
through field sobriety testing. He 
failed all offered tests and was 
transported to the Rochester 
police department where he 
consented to an offered breath 
test resulting in a .21% BAC. The 
man was held until sober and 
released with a pending court 
date for operating while 
intoxicated with a high BAC. 

■ THREE TIMES THE LEGAL 
LIMIT – It was 2:20 a.m. when a 
Rochester officer was in the area 
of Main and Romeo and observed 
a vehicle stopped at the red-light 
halfway past the stop bar. The 
officer conducted a records check 
of the vehicle which showed the 
license plate to be expired for 
over one year. A traffic stop was 
conducted, and the officer made 
contact with the driver, a 23-year-
old Shelby Township man. The 

officer observed signs the male 
driver had been drinking and he 
was placed through field sobriety 
testing. The man failed all offered 
tests and was transported to the 
Rochester police department 
where he consented to an offered 
breath test resulting in a .24% BAC 
and a .23% BAC. He was held until 
sober and released with a pending 
court date for operating while 
intoxicated with a high BAC. 

Note: If you have any 
information on the 
aforementioned crimes, call the 
Rochester Police Department at 
248-651-9621 or the OCSO 
Rochester Hills Substation at 
248-537-3530.
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NEW 2018 FORD F-150 ONLY 3 LEFT!

Rochester Rd.

M-59

0% FinancingPlusinaninannP
$8,500 Cash Back
OOO lllll ttttttttttOO lll tttttOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO ttOOOnl t  HUNTINGTON FORD

1.800.639.1345
HuntingtonFordDealer.com

A-Plan pricing, all factory rebates to dealer including competitive conquest. Plus tax. Subject to approved Ford Motor Credit Financing. See dealer for details. Picture may not represent actual vehicle. Exp. 5/31/19.

HUNTINGTON 2890 S. Rochester Rd. 
Rochester Hills, MI 48307

Call Now! 

LEFT!LLEFEFTFT!T!

vehicle. Exp. 5/31/199919.19

SAVE 
$12,196

MSRP $32,330

NOW 
$20,136

I’ll Help You Grow 
Your Business!

Serving Rochester & Rochester Hills 
Every �Thursday Morning

CALL  
PETE O’LEARY! 

Cell   248.330.8551
Office  248.524.4868
Or Email: Pete@GazetteMediaGroup.com 
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POLICE PATROL 

Domestic call turns violent when 16-year-old assaults police officer International Dino Day 
at Cranbrook 

Celebrate International 
Dinosaur Day with the Cranbrook 
Institute of Science by joining 
their prehistoric event on 
Saturday, June 1 from 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. Enjoy hands-on, make-and-
take activities, take a selfie with a 
Tyrannosaurus rex, and more. The 
event is free with general museum 
admission.  

Explore the exhibit "Doom of 
the Dinosaurs: Are We Next?" 
which will be open all day, and 
admission will be discounted from 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Planetarium and 
exploreLAB programs will also be 
available throughout the day for 
an additional fee. For more, visit 
Science.cranbrook.edu/. 



Erik Blundell Friday, May 31, 9 
p.m. Tap & Barrel Grill, Shelby 
Township 

Rob Thomas Saturday, June 1, 
8 p.m. Meadow Brook 
Amphitheatre, Rochester Hills 

Anderson .Paak, Thundercat 
and Jessie Reyez Sunday, 
June 2, 7:30 p.m. Meadow Brook 
Amphitheatre, Rochester Hills 

Gogol Bordello Tuesday, June 
4, 7 p.m. Royal Oak Music 
Theatre 

Lake Street Dive Tuesday, 
June 11, 6 p.m. Royal Oak Music 
Theatre 

Buddy Guy and Kenny 
Wayne Shepherd Band 
Thursday, June 13, 7:30 p.m. 
Meadow Brook Amphitheatre, 
Rochester Hills 

Company Now thru June 1, 
Avon Players, Rochester Hills 

The IT Girl Now thru June 23, 
Meadow Brook Theatre, 
Rochester 

Magician Gordon Russ 
Saturday, June 1, 1 p.m. Meadow 
Brook Theatre, Rochester Hills 

Bill Bushart Thursday, June 6, 
7:30 p.m. Mark Ridley’s Comedy 
Castle, Royal Oak 

Jim Gaffigan Friday, June 7, 8 
p.m. Fox Theatre, Detroit 

Sit Crooked and Talk 
Straight Thursday, May 30, 7 
p.m. Barnes & Noble, Rochester 
Hills 

Ferndale Pride Saturday, June 
1, 8 a.m. Downtown Ferndale 

Leader Dogs for the Blind - 
Bark & Brew Saturday, June 1, 
1-10 p.m. Clubhouse BFD, 
Rochester Hills 

Downtown Rochester 
Farmers’ Market Saturday, 
June 1, corner of E. Third and 
Water Street, Rochester 

Summer Artists’ Market 
Sunday, June 2, 11 a.m. & 
Monday, June 3, 3 p.m. Leon & 
Lulu, Clawson 

Studio Saturday - Painting 
En Plein Air Saturday, June 8, 
Meadow Brook Hall, Rochester 

You Got This Yoga Saturday, 
June 8, 12 p.m. Rochester 
Municipal Park 

 

The Garden Party Sunday, 
June 9, 1 p.m. Meadow Brook 
Hall 

Elevate Detroit Wednesday, 
June 19, 11:30 a.m. - 12 a.m. 
Rochester Mills Beer Co. 

All events take place at Rochester Hills 
Public Library, 500 Olde Towne Rd in 
Rochester, unless stated otherwise. 
Register at Rhpl.org/. 

DIY Spa Day Saturday, June 1, 
10 a.m. 

Adult Summer Reading 
Program June 8 - August 10 

Summer Reading Kickoff 
Party Saturday, June 8, 12 p.m. 

Cookbook "Book Club" 
Thursday, June 13, 1 p.m. 

All events take place at Rochester Hills 
Public Library  unless stated otherwise. 
Register at Rhpl.org/. 

Spanish Storytime Saturday, 
June 1, 11:30 a.m. Barnes & 
Noble, Rochester Hills 

Ramadan Storytime Sunday, 
June 2, 11:30 a.m. Barnes & 
Noble, Rochester Hills 

 

Happy Birthday, Hungry 
Caterpillar! Monday, June 3, 11 
a.m. For children ages 1-5 

Girls Who Code Tuesday, June 
4, 4:30 p.m. Grades 3-5 

Makedo Creation Challenge 
Night Wednesday, June 5, 6 p.m.  

GAME Night Wednesday, June 
5, 7 p.m. Gaming, Anime, Movies, 
and Entertainment 

Youth Summer Reading 
Program- Reading is a Blast 
Saturday, June 8, registration begins 

Picnic Flick Wednesday, June 
12, 5 p.m.  

The Raconteurs July 12 & 13, 
Masonic Temple, Detroit 

Iron & Wine Wednesday, 
September 18, 7 p.m. Frederik 
Meijer Gardens 

Lucy Dacus Thursday, September 
19, 7 p.m. El Club, Detroit

OOnn  SSttaaggee

LLiibbrraarryy

MMuussiicc

KKiiddss  &&  TTeeeennss

AArroouunndd  TToowwnn

SSaavvee  tthhee  ddaattee

To submit an event, email 
News@gazettemediagroup.com. 

Submissions run in the paper space 
permitting. To advertise an event, email 
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.
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SLOW BURN PODCAST 
Ever feel like the news cycle goes so fast you can’t possibly process 
everything that happens? You’re not the first. The podcast Slow Burn, 
from Slate, takes listeners through the forgotten characters, details, 
and subplots of some of the biggest scandals in recent political 
history. Season 1 captures what it was like to live through Watergate, 
and Season 2 explores the saga of Bill Clinton’s impeachment. 
Hosted by Leon Neyfakh, this podcast shows that the past was every 
bit a tumultuous as the present.  

 – Elena Durnbaugh, Editor

NOW IN 
THEATERS

ROCKETMAN 
R, Drama/Biography 

 

NETWORK 
R, Drama 

 

MIDNIGHT IN PARIS 
PG-13 Fantasy/Romance 

 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR 
DRAGON: THE HIDDEN WORLD 

PG, Family 

 PIANO BOOK 
Lang Lang-Classical 

Deutsche Grammophon 

THE DEATH AND LIFE OF 
THE GREAT LAKES 
Dan Egan- History 

Gazette Recommends...



 

The dedicated volunteers that 
form the Avon Players, so 
generous with their time and 
talent, have done it again. Way up 
there in the hinterlands of 
Rochester, they have crafted 
another professional-quality show 
from one of the most challenging 
works in musical theatre – 
Stephen Sondheim’s brilliant 
musical comedy “Company.” 
These people truly love theatre, 
and it shows. 

At its Broadway premiere in 
1970, “Company” was the first of 
its kind – a so-called Concept 
Musical. Rather than following a 
linear storyline, the narrative 
emerges like the spokes of a 
wheel, fanning out from a central 
event - in this case, a birthday – 
and forming separate vignettes, 
almost like sketch comedy. If done 
right, the effect is electrifying, 
with ever-changing scenes and a 
dazzling array of sharp-witted, 
innovative songs that makes the 
time fly. The 1970 production of 
“Company,” with music and lyrics 
by Sondheim, book by George 
Furth and direction by Hal Prince, 
received a record 14 Tony 
nominations, reaping a total of six 
awards, including Best Musical, 
Best Score and Best Lyrics. Later, 
Sondheim, Furth and Prince 
collaborated on a revised script to 

better align the subject matter 
with the changing times. The 
show saw many successful 
productions worldwide, and a 
number of revivals, one as recent 
as October 2018. 

The setting is Manhattan in 
1970. Robert, a likeable guy, is at a 
crossroads on his 35th birthday. 
He’s had lots of romances, but 
can’t get close enough to make the 
commitment he seems to long for. 
To make matters worse, all of his 
friends are couples, and they all 
have something to say, but no 
solutions. Meeting them all scene 
by scene, powered by musical 
numbers laced with acidic wit, 
humor and perception, makes this 
show a great pleasure. 

Robert (“Bobby” to his 
friends) comes home and plays 
back messages from his answering 
machine, launching the show with 
one of its most entertaining 
moments and also gives a clever 
introduction to Robert and his 
friends. (Now, anyone over a 
certain age is bound to be thinking 
“Wait a minute! They didn’t have 
answering machines in 1970!” and 
they’d be right. That’s because the 
Avon Players appear to be using a 
script revision from 1996, not the 
original 1970 script). 

Before you know it, Bobby 
(Matt Cason) finds himself 
surrounded by his friends at a 
surprise birthday party complete 
with a cake and candles that won’t 
blow out. Cason is superb as 
Bobby, the average guy battling 
indecision and fear of 
commitment, with strong vocals 
and stage presence. 

The fun begins to unfold in a 
series of disjointed vignettes. 

Highlights include a visit with 
Sarah (Johanna Steinbrecher-
Booker) and Harry (Clayton 
Hargrave), who clearly have 
unresolved issues with food and 

booze and end up on the floor in a 
comical karate battle. Next up is 
Susan (Kirsten Renas) and Peter 
(Eric Rodman), who adore each 
other and can’t wait to get a 
divorce so they can be together; 
not exactly an inspiration for their 
friend Bobby. On the other hand, 
Jenny (Odera Office) and David 
(Patrick Daniels) are so 
mismatched they’re perfect 
together, and end up hilariously 
stoned with Bobby. In the next 
sketch, it’s the wedding day of 

Amy (Jenna Russel) and Paul 
(Nicholas Frederick), and in one of 
the best performances in the 
show, Russell’s frantic, machine-
gun delivery of “Getting Married 

Today” brings down the house. 
Other impressive performers 

include Veronica Dean as Marta, 
one of Bobby’s girlfriends, in 
“Another Hundred People.” She 
has a rich, powerful voice in this 
song describing life in the City of 
New York. Making wry 
observations from the sidelines is 
Joanne (Joy Oetjens), a cynical 
“woman of a certain age” on her 
third husband, the easy-going and 
very rich Larry (Jamie Maurer). 
Oetjens delivers a blistering tour-

de-force turn in “The Ladies Who 
Lunch.” 

There’s a notable ensemble 
piece by Bobby’s three current 
lady friends: hipster Marta (Dean), 
small-town girl Kathy (Cheyenne 
Johnson) and stewardess April 
(Sarah Milano). They perform 
“You Could Drive a Person Crazy,” 
a show-stopping number that 
combines excellent choreography 
and vocals by all three. The 
standout, however, is Milano, who 
proves to be a real triple-threat 
artist with professional polish in 
every scene she’s in. 

Lively direction by Ryan 
Moore ensures there’s never a dull 
moment, with the pacing fast and 
the energy high. Each vignette is 
crystal-clear, each character is 
vividly drawn. There is not one 
weak performance from the 15-
member cast, not a flat note from 
the nine-piece orchestra led by 
conductor Matt Horn. Costumes 
(Tracy Murrell), set design (JD 
Deierlein, Brad Holoday) and 
lighting (also JD Deierlein) are all 
top-notch. 

This show is a must-see, but it 
has a short run and there are only 
a couple of performances left, so 
don’t miss it! 

Company is playing now 
through June 1. Tickets start at 
$20 and can be purchased at 
Avonplayers.org/.

Avon Players keeping fabulous “Company” with latest performance

PLAY REVIEW 
 
by 
SUZANNE ANGEO (member, American 
Theatre Critics Association) and 
GREG ANGEO (Member Emeritus, San 
Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle) 

Photo courtesy of Avon Players
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Starry nights, warm breezes, 
and fragrant garden blooms will 
create the perfect ambiance for 
the Older Persons’ Commission’s 
Annual Meals on Wheels 
Fundraising Soiree. On June 21, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. the 
community is invited to an 
evening in the curated gardens of 
OPC to support Meals on Wheels 
in northeastern Oakland County. 

The Summer Solstice Soiree 
will begin with a cocktail hour 
strolling through the lower 
gardens and stone cottage of OPC. 
Live musicians will entertain 
guests as they view classic cars 
and silent auction items. The 
dinner hour invites guests to sit 
under a promenade of lights at 
farm tables embracing the best of 
Michigan summer and enjoying a 
4-course plated meal provided by 
the Head Chef of Stonecrest. 

Music, dancing, and more will 
complete the evening. 

Since its inception, the OPC 
has provided Meals on Wheels to 
home-bound seniors allowing 
them to stay healthy and 
independent for as long as 
possible. Meal recipient Joyce has 
been receiving meals for a few 
years now. “I’m unable to leave my 
home and can’t stand at the stove 
to cook anymore. The meals that 
are delivered to me are quite tasty 
like the ham and potatoes. Every 
volunteer is courteous and kind. 
They truly are a bright spot in my 
day.” 

The Soiree tickets are $100 
per person and support the Meals 
on Wheels program at OPC. They 
can be purchased at the Cashier’s 
Office, online at 
Opcseniorcenter.org, or by calling 
248-608-0251. 

Summer Solstice Soiree:  
An evening garden affair 

at Oakland University O’rena
BRIDAL EXPO

REGISTER ONLINE AT GAZETTEEVENTS.COM FOR FREE ADMISSION
TICKETS $10 AT THE DOOR • EXHIBITORS CALL 248-524-4868

at Oakland University O rena

Save the
 Date

Save the
 Date

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2019 • 11am–2 pm
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Six ways to refresh your garden this year
 

If you are 
looking to breathe 

new life into your outdoor living 
space, look no further than your 
garden. As you plan and plant 
your garden space this year, dare 
to go beyond the ordinary and 
into unchartered territory with a 
few splashes of color, exciting 
elements, and some surprisingly 
useful additions. And you don’t 
need an expansive budget to 
revamp your garden space. On the 
contrary, you can create a 
beautifully, refreshed space with 
just a few odds and ends, a little 
strategizing, and, of course, the 
right plants living in the best 
places. 

Easy Ways to Create Your Best 
Garden Ever 

You can transform your 
outdoor environment without 
breaking the bank by following 
these easy tips.  

1 – Make your workspace 

work for you. 
No rule states that you must 

store your favorite gardening 
tools and equipment in the garage, 
or an unassuming utility shed. 
Instead, you can easily craft a 
combination workbench and 
storage unit with a castoff china 
cabinet (easy to find at a local 
thrift store). Just paint the cabinet 
in a cheerful color and place it 
anywhere you like to enjoy your 
new piece’s beauty and 
functionality.  

2 – Make the most of your 
mulch. 

Mulch helps your garden grow, 
but it can also add beauty when 
you explore the varies colors and 
textures available. You can even 
coordinate your mulch with your 
house, favorite flowers, or garden 
furniture/decorations. 

3 – Just add water. 
Add a small pond, bird bath, or 

fountain to add to the overall 
serenity of your garden space. 
Water sources also attract helpful 
insects and beautiful birds to your 
yard or patio.  

4 – Break monotony with 
pops of color and texture. 

Why would you plant fiery red 

cherry peppers in and among an 
otherwise mild-mannered shrub 
border? To provide that hint of the 
unexpected that makes your 
garden unique. Or, try planting a 
Wizard Coleus mix anywhere 
there is an area dominated by a 
large amount of green for instant 
visual intensity.  

5 – Plant a few flowering 
shrubs. 

Shrubs can lend structure to 
your garden, but flowering shrubs 
can add both that organizational 
element and color (even white 
flowers make spaces brighter and 
more interesting). Some flowering 
shrubs to consider include 
Flowering Quince, Rose of Sharon, 
and Hydrangea (a dwarf flowering 
shrub for smaller spaces). 

6 – Make a grand entrance. 
Who says that gardens can 

only live in back and side yards 
(or decks and patios)? You can 
easily give the front of your home 
the garden treatment too – 
beyond a simple border around 
the house. Plant some flowers 
along the sidewalk or pathway 
leading up to your home. Or stake 
out a little extra space in your 
front yard to welcome visitors. 

 
 
by 
AMY FORTUNE

How to manage deer in your garden

The members of the Rochester 
Garden Club have had years of 
experience keeping beautiful 
gardens while learning the ins and 
outs of sharing nature’s bounty 
with the hungry deer herds of 
Rochester Hills. There are two 
approaches to managing a garden 
in an area with a high deer 
population. Select plants for the 
garden with deer preferences in 
mind. Plant what they don’t like, 
and conversely avoid planting 
what they do like. Also, use deer 
repellents. 

Based on a very unscientific 
survey of gardeners from the club, 
these are plants that the deer love 
to munch. Lilies of all sorts are big 
favorites, including Day Lilies and 
Michigan Lilies (a lovely native 
plant). Hostas must be deer candy 
because they will be munched 
down to a nub. If a hosta manages 
to flower before the deer find it, 
the flowers will be devoured too. 

They also love yew shrubs, 
hydrangea, red twig dogwoods 
and arborvitae. It is very common 
to see other wise gorgeous 
arborvitae shrubs nibbled up 
about 4 to 5 feet. That is a clear 
indicator of an active deer herd. 
Many flowering plants are deer 
attractors; tulips, roses, phlox, 
impatiens, petunias, and 
coreopsis to name a few. Deer also 
love their vegetables, including 
tomatoes, green peppers, gourds 
and pumpkins. 

Deer seem to avoid plants in 
the mint family such as monarda, 
salvia, agastache and cat mint. 
They also avoid some common 
herbs from the mint family such as 
lavender, thyme, oregano, 
rosemary and so on. A good trick 
to identifying a mint is to feel its 
stem. If it is square and not round, 
it is probably a mint. Flowering 
plants they don’t like include 
brunnera, marigolds, ageratum, 
snapdragons, rose campion, 
hellebores and zinnia. They avoid 
ornamental grasses and sedges, 
and do not like ferns. Some native 
plants they don’t like include 
milkweed (good news for our 
Monarch butterflies!) baptisia, 
bleeding heart, butterfly weed and 
lobelias. 

Club members have become 
very good at using deer repellents. 
Ones that seem to work well 
include Deer Scram, Plantskyyd, 
Liquid Fence, Ortho Deer B Gone, 
and Deer Stop. Be sure to read the 
label instructions and follow them 
carefully. Some members sprinkle 
baby powder, talc or Milorganite 
around borders of the beds. 
Others use deer netting or fencing, 
particularly around vegetable 
gardens. If you watch your garden, 
you will see what is being eaten 
and what is being avoided. Spray 
the plants they love. Deer can be 
encouraged to change their 
behavior and learn to avoid 
certain yards that have those bad 
tasting plants. However, a truly 
hungry deer will eat almost 
anything. Gardeners are ever 
hopeful, so happy planting! 

The 20th annual Rochester 
Garden Walk will be held on 
Thursday, June 20 from 10 am 
to 5 pm. Tickets are $12 in 
advance and $16 on the day of 
the event. Tour many private 
and public gardens, explore an 
open aire garden market, and 
more. For more information, 
visit RochesterGardenClub.org/.
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ROOTED IN 
ROCHESTER   
by  ROCHESTER GARDEN CLUB



GARAGE SALE 

Emerald Lakes Subdivision, east of 
Rochester, north of Square Lake. Dozens 
of homes. June 7-8, some open on June 6. 
9am-4pm. 

1/2 
HELP WANTED  

NOW HIRING 
Part-time position available at medical 
office in Rochester for certified medical 
assistant with office experience. Please call 
989-673-5488 or fax resume to 989-673-
0283. 

4/5 

SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

2/5 

FOR SALE 

Two cemetery plots at White Chapel in 
Garden of the Last Supper. $2,800 - Call 
Anita at 248-770-3595. 

2/2 

WANTED/ 
FOR SALE 

Live-in weekend housekeeper wanted. 
Upright piano for sale. 248-475-0976 or 
248-464-1950.  

1/2 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

 
1/1 

INSURANCE/ 
FINANCIAL 

Don’t go to a Dinner Seminar for your 
Financial advice, you will be able to afford a 
Steak Dinner on your own! 
I have a better solution, and it is guaranteed 
not to lose your initial investment. 
This is an Annuity and it has a 5 Year 
Accumulation, 1 year point to point. What 
does this mean? Call me for the details. We 
don’t need 2 or 3 appointments (unless you 
want to), this is easy! 
Buy a Fixed Indexed Annuity today. Call 
Scott Dickinson, a Certified Financial 
Fiduciary in Troy. There are only seven (7) of 
us in the State of Michigan. Remember, it’s 
all about trust. Join others who have 
bought annuities from me. Please go to 
nationalcffassociation.org, under directory 
to research my credentials. 
Call today 248-641-7800 Ext. 1015, or 
email me at scottd@republicund.com 
Finding a Financial Professional you can 
trust is key to achieving a successful  
retirement, and a piece of mind. 

1/3 

ADOPT A PET 
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful 
dogs and cats waiting for someone to 
come rescue them! All of their dogs are cur-
rent on age appropriate shots, microchip, 
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are 
up to date as well! If interested, please con-
tact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is 
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, 
in Pontiac.  

Cricket 

ADOPT A PET 
Superman 

Wilma 

Marley 

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper 2 Papers 3 Papers

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢per
word50¢per

word25¢per
word

Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Gazette
Troy-Somerset
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GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes 
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspa-
pers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past 
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. 
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 

 

Part-Time Event Coordinator
• Assist in planning, producing and executing events

• Proficient with Mac, Excel, Word, Google Docs 
• Must be organized and comfortable multitasking

• Must be reliable and able to work in Troy Office  

Email resume to
Assistant@GazetteMediaGroup.com

Publisher 
Mark Nicholson 

Managing Editor 
Andrew Neal  

City Editor 

Drew Howard 

Editorial Contributors 

Elena Durnbaugh 
Nathan Inks 
Cynthia Kmett 
Amy Fortune 
Peter Maurer 

Advertising 

Pam Brown 
Pete O’Leary 

Production 

AJ White 
Catie McIntosh 

Circulation 
Melissa Leung 

Interns 

Justin Cooper 

TO SUBMIT EDITORIAL: 
News@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

ADVERTISING QUESTIONS: 
Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

248-524-4868 
6966 Crooks Road Suite 22 

Troy, MI 48098

Gazette
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GetYourGazette.com 

@RRHGazette

@RRHGazette
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1002 Main Street
Rochester, Michigan

248.770.8661

Verified Five Star 
Zillow Reviews

Outstanding Agent - Excellent Results

CALL 
PAULA REA-JOHNSTON
248.770.8661

A Top Realtor for The Linda Rea Team
Unparalleled Service • Caring Professional • Knowledgeable 

NEW LISTING - Rochester - $459,000 
Community Pool & Tennis Court 

3 Car Side Turn Garage, Finished Lower Level, 
4 Bedrooms, Open Floor Plan, Many Updates

CALL PAULA
FOR UPCOMING LISTINGS!

RECOMMENDED | REFERRED | RESPECTED

New 5G technology could impact  
weather forecasts

 
 
 

The telecommunications 
industry and governments across 
the globe are ramping up for 
increased deployment of 5G – the 
newest generation of mobile 
broadband technology. Although 
the focus of many consumers may 
be on increased speed 5G will 
bring to their mobile phones, the 
potential benefits extend much 
further; 5G will enable incredible 
developments related to the 
Internet of Things and public 
access to the Internet, and 
successful deployment is 
important to the continued 
growth of the U.S. economy. 

While 5G certainly has some 
incredible potential benefits, there 
are serious concerns that the U.S. 
government and the 
telecommunications industry are 
moving too quickly and ignoring 
the potential consequences of 
launching 5G technology as 
currently planned. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) recently 
auctioned off wireless radio 
frequencies in a band adjacent to 
a band that scientists use to 
detect water vapor in the 
atmosphere, 23.8 GHz. The ability 
to accurately obtain information 
about water vapor in the 
atmosphere is crucial to 
meteorologists’ and 
climatologists’ abilities to produce 
quality forecasts and models. If 
radio frequencies close to 23.8 
GHz are used for wireless 
transmission, there is a significant 
risk that those transmissions will 
interfere with sensors on satellites 
that gather observations about 
water vapor. 

Scientists at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), NASA, 
and the Department of Defense 
have raised concerns that such 
interference could significantly 
degrade the quality of weather 
forecasts—potentially undoing 
decades of advancements in the 
field. Despite these concerns, the 
FCC pushed forward with the 
frequency auctions earlier this 
year. Having been unable to 
negotiate directly with the FCC, 
NOAA’s acting administrator, Dr. 
Neil Jacobs, recently testified 
before Congress to express his 

concerns about 5G interference. 
The trade association that 

represents the U.S. wireless 
telecommunications industry, 
CTIA, responded by labeling the 
concern “an absurd claim with no 
science behind it.” Unfortunately, 
CTIA’s response was based on 
half-truths and appeared more 
concerned with quickly rolling out 
5G instead of reaching a 
compromise with atmospheric 
scientists to correct the 
underlying issues. CTIA claimed 
that NOAA’s objections were 
based on a sensor that was never 
used; while it is true that program 
for the sensor that CTIA 
mentioned was canceled, CTIA 
conveniently omitted the fact that 
a similar sensor is currently used 
on a number of satellites 
controlled by NOAA and 
international weather agencies. 

The responses from the 
telecommunications industry and 
the FCC do not instill much 
confidence that they are treating 
the situation as seriously as they 
should. NOAA and NASA have 
nothing to gain by inflating 
concerns over wireless 
interference and keeping 
commercial enterprises from 
utilizing the contested 
frequencies; on the other hand, 
the FCC and the wireless industry 
have a lot at stake. The FCC needs 
to work with NOAA and NASA to 
determine what can be done to 
mitigate or avoid interference 
while still enabling successful 
development and implementation 
of 5G technology, and industry 
players need to be willing to be 
flexible—not every frequency 
needs to be monetized. 

As the FCC continues to 
auction off more frequencies, this 
is an issue that is almost certain to 
come up again. The 
telecommunications industry 
needs to be willing to work around 
frequencies vital to accurate data 
gathering performed by 
meteorologists and climatologists; 
these observations are vital for 
lifesaving forecasts. 5G 
technology has some great 
potential, and when fully 
implemented it will provide 
incredible economic benefits, but 
the implementation must be done 
in a way that does not undo the 
advances made to weather 
forecasting in recent decades. 

PERSPECTIVES 
   
Op-Ed by   
NATHAN INKS


