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When Utica Community 
Schools kindergarten students 
start school this year, Kate 
Bamford and Dominic Swoish will 
be there. 

Dominic and Kate will be 
there when more than 150 
students start their school careers 
with shiny new backpacks and 
supplies, collected in their 
memory by parents who wanted 
to honor their children in what 
would have been their 

kindergarten year. 
“When you lose a child you 

worry that they will eventually be 
forgotten by everyone but you,” 
said Kate’s mother, Sarah 
Bamford. “Each year brings new 
milestones you don’t get to 
experience with them so you try 
your best to find ways to honor 
their memory.” 

“We coordinated this 
donation to help us heal from a 
hard time,” said Dominic’s mother, 

Sabrina Swoish. “Our angels 
Dominic and Kate would be 
entering Kindergarten in the fall 
and this would have been a huge 
milestone; however, when losing a 
child the milestones are hard and 
difficult.” 

Dominic died at two years of 
age from complications of being 
born premature. Kate died at 
three months of age of Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy with 

"Our children are not forgotten this school year”

by ELENA DURNBAUGH 
Questions still hang in the 

balance about the future of the 
Macomb Township human 
resources department.  

Last month, the Board of 
Trustees approved a new HR 
manager position for the 
township despite receiving 
criticism from the union on the 
decision.  

The document that serves as 
the legal basis for the union’s 
criticism does not exist.  

According to statements 
made by union representative 
Denis Martin, who spoke on 
behalf of AFSCME local 1917 at 
the July 10 board meeting, the 
township was not eligible to hire 
another non-union position in the 
HR department because it would 
be in violation of a unit 
clarification the township filed 
with the Michigan Employment 
Relations Commission (MERC) in 
2003, which stated the township 
could not have more than two 
non-union positions in a 
department. Those positions, 
Martin said, were already filled by 
Esordi and his confidential 
assistant. 

At the August 14 meeting, 
Esordi said that after contacting 
MERC, AFSCME, and his former 
law firm, the ruling was not found. 
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Grave marking ceremony 
for Revolutionary War 
veteran 

The Greater Washington Area 
Historical Society will host a 
reception at their museum located 
at 58230 Van Dyke north of 26 Mile 
Road on Sunday, September 15 
from 3-5 p.m. 

The Oaks Chapter of the Sons 
of the American Revolution will 
conduct a grave marking 
ceremony for Richard Jersey, a 
local Revolutionary War Veteran, 
at 2 p.m. in the Washington Center 
Cemetery, located on the south 
side of 29 Mile Road between 
Mound and Campground Roads.  

Since there is limited parking 
by the cemetery, it is suggested 
that people car pool from the 
museum between 1 and 1:30 p.m. 

 

Utica gearing up for 
2nd Annual Fork & 
Cork Festival 

The City of Utica is ready to 
welcome back the crowds at Fork 
& Cork Festival, taking place 
September 20-22 in downtown 
Utica. 

The weekend will usher in the 
fall season with live music, local 
craft beer and wine, food trucks, 
artistans, and more. Live bands 
including Paddlebots, Sun 
Messengers, and Laura Rain & The 
Caesars will keep audiences 
entertained all weekend long 

All proceeds from the beer 
and wine sales benefits the 
Humane Society of Macomb. 
Volunteers are still needed to help 
assist the Humane Society with 
day-of festival operations. For 
more information, email 
HSOMVolunteer@gmail.com.
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CLINTON TOWNSHIP DEFENSE CONTRACTOR MACOMB SHEET METAL recently announced the sale of 
the company after 37 years of operation. It was founded by Rich and Kathy Opatik and was sold to Dr. 
Christof Traidl and partner Dave Meli, who say they are “ready to lead the organization into a new chapter 
that leverages this solid foundation.” President and CEO Dr.Traidl says the company’s growth “will mean 
new jobs in Clinton Township and new opportunities within the local economy.” The organization has 
already begun recruiting additional tradesmen to strengthen their manufacturing workforce.  Learn more 
at Msmetal.com/.

FORK    CORK FESTIVAL&
FOOD · WINE · CRAFT BEER · MUSIC · FUN ForkAndCorkFestival.com

SEPT 20, 21 & 22 • DOWNTOWN UTICA
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FOIA reveals 
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by Macomb 
Twp. union  
does not exist
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State Rep. Douglas Wozniak, of 
Shelby Township, today 
introduced legislation to help 
employees in Michigan’s health 
care sector recover from a 
traumatic event in the workplace. 

“Violence and harassment is 
a growing issue in hospitals and 
medical offices around the 
country,” Wozniak said. “And 
Michigan has not been immune.” 

In 2014, the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics reported that 
health care workers experience 

violence in the workplace four 
times more often than other 
professions. That same year, the 
American Nurses Association 
found that over 50 percent of 
nurses reported being verbally or 

physically assaulted in the 
previous year. 

Wozniak’s bill would 
establish confidentiality and legal 
protections for health care 
employees receiving critical 
incident stress management 
(CISM) services. CISM is a 
voluntary intervention process 
designed to help individuals 
dealing with traumatic stress in 
the workplace, carried out by a 
response team of trained peers. It 
does not replace formal 
psychotherapy, but has proved to 
be an effective initial response for 
health care facilities experiencing 
lost productivity due to critical 
incident stress. 

In 2016, Gov. Rick Snyder 
signed Michigan’s first and only 
CISM statute, which provided 
public safety officers with 
confidentiality and legal 
protections, but not the health 

care professionals who provide 
emergency medical services on a 
routine basis. Wozniak’s bill would 
broaden the scope to include 
those individuals. 

“My goal is to support the 
physicians, nurses and support 
staff that far too often place their 
own safety at risk to save the lives 
of others,” Wozniak said. “By 
protecting them legally we will 
encourage those experiencing 
trauma to speak out and 
ultimately reduce stigma 
surrounding mental health.” 

House Bill 4862 was referred to 
the House Health Policy 
Committee for consideration.

A FOIA request filed by the 
Gazette with the Michigan 
Department of Labor and 
Economic Opportunity confirmed 
that no such unit clarification was 
ever filed by Macomb Township.  

After several attempts to 
contact the union for comment, a 
spokesperson for the AFSCME 
Michigan Council 25 Detroit Office 
told the Gazette that, at this time, 
the union does not have any 
information. 

“I’m waiting to meet with 
them, as would be the normal 
course,” Esordi said at the August 
14 board meeting. “If the union 
has an issue with [the position] 
they can certainly contact us and 
negotiate, and I’m waiting for that 
to be done.”  

As of August 28, Esordi had not 
met with the union, but he did say 
that he anticipated a meeting 
within the next few days and 
declined to comment further on 
the issue. 

“Out of respect for the union 
and their position, it wouldn’t be 
appropriate to comment,” he said.  

Confusion over the alleged 
MERC ruling stalled the process of 
hiring an HR manager for the 
township but sparked debate over 
the dual position of general 
counsel/HR director.  

The claims made by the 
union, in part, prompted 
Bussineau to move to dissolve the 
dual position of general 
counsel/HR director.  

“If we bring on the HR 
manager, I think it gives even more 
credence to dissolve this position 
of HR/ general counsel,” 
Bussineau said at the August 14 
meeting.  

Trustee Nancy Nevers spoke in 
support of Esordi and his role, 
suggesting that his successful 
bargaining on behalf of the 
township is what prompted the 
union to attempt to block another 
non-union hire in the human 
resources department.  

“Mr. Esordi has been so 
effective with his bargaining and 
his skills that the union is upset 
with it and they want him gone,” 
Nevers said.  

Treasurer Karen Goodhue 
urged caution and said she 
needed more information to move 
forward.  

“I need to have facts in order 
to break a contract,” she said. “We 
don’t destroy unions, we don’t try 
to get rid of them.” 

Supervisor Janet Dunn also 
said that any decisions about 
Esordi would have to be made 
after the HR manager position was 
clarified.  

“I think until we get the HR 
manager question resolved that 
we have to wait,” she said.  

Esordi said he had no plans of 
moving forward with hiring until 
the issue was settled with the 
union.
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FOIA shows MERC ruling to block Macomb Twp.  
HR manager position does not exist 
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United Shore 
Professional 
Baseball League 

heads into the final week of the 
regular season, three teams still 
have a chance at the coveted No. 1 
seed and an automatic bid to the 
championship game on Sunday, 
September 8. 

The Utica Unicorns (26-20) are 
the frontrunners for the top seed 
and are fighting for their second 
championship in four seasons. 
The Westside Woolly Mammoths 
(26-21) are just a half-game behind 
the Unicorns, and the two-time 
defending champion Birmingham 
Bloomfield Beavers (22-21-1) need 
a perfect week to have any chance 
at the top seed. 

Westside Woolly Mammoths' 
Ethan Wiskur is making a late run 
at Most Valuable Player accolades 
for a second straight season. 
Wiskur, a native of Clio, leads the 
USPBL with 12 home runs this 
season and is just one shy of 
matching the all-time record of 24 
set by the Beavers' Nic Wilson 
(2016-17). 

Ty Hensley has been 
dominating on the mound for the 
Unicorns as of late. Hensley has 
doubled up his innings pitched 
this season at 62.2, surpassing his 
entire minor league career in one 
season. Hensley has thrown six 
innings or more in his last four 
starts and the Unicorns are 3-1 in 
those games. A native of 
Edmonds, Okla., Hensley was 
named USPBL Player of the Week 
for throwing seven scoreless 
innings against the Beavers last 
Saturday night. 

Eastside Diamond Hoppers Pat 
Adams continues to have a 
record-setting season going, 
breaking the single-season walks 
record with 45. A native of Warren, 
Adams has reached base in 43 of 
46 games played for the Diamond 
Hoppers, and his .485 on-base 
percentage ranks second all-time 
in USPBL history. 

The Beavers' Adam Gauthier is 
also making a charge for MVP 
accolades. The catcher from 
Naples, Fla., ranks in the top seven 
in nine offensive categories, 
including tied for second in runs 
batted in (34), third in batting 
average (.316) and on-base 
percentage (.443), and fourth in 
slugging percentage (.500). 

The Mammoths' Matt Cronin 
has dominated on the mound and 
is a viable candidate for MVP and 
Pitcher of the Year. He is off to the 
best start in league history at 7-0 
and leads the league with a 
microscopic 2.18 earned run 
average. His current ERA would 
set a new single-season league 
record for starting pitchers (Cody 
Brown, 2.25 in 2018) and he needs 
just one win to tie the all-time 
record for the USPBL with eight. 

The final regular season games 
of the season run August 29 - 
September 1. Then Championship 
Weekend follows September 6-8 at 
Jimmy John's Field. Fans can 
purchase tickets at USPBL.com or 
call 248-759-5278. 

To purchase tickets for 
upcoming games or learn about 
current promotions, go to 
uspbl.com/. 

USPBL week in review

Rep. Wozniak introduces support plan for assaulted health care workers
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Sterling Heights adopts resolution urging "equitably funded" roads
Sterling Heights City Council 

has adopted a resolution urging 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer and 
the Michigan Legislature to create 
a long-term, sustainable plan to 
fund the repair and maintain 
Michigan’s roads and bridges in an 
“equitable manner that does not 
jeopardize local funding and 
ensures municipalities are able to 
address the significant challenges 
presented by the poor condition 
of local roads.” 

On March 5, Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer released her 
State budget proposal for the 2020 
fiscal year. The proposal included 
a 45 cent/gallon gas tax increase 
to raise $2.5 billion annually in 
new dedicated road funding. The 
existing 26 cent gas tax would 
continue to be distributed 
through the PA 51 formula, while 
this new 45 cent increase would 
be distributed through a new 
formula that focuses on 
economically significant roads. 
Under this new formula proposal, 
70% of funds raised would be 
distributed to state-owned roads. 

The city says the new 
distribution formula results in 
municipalities receiving a smaller 
portion of the new funding than 

under the current PA 51 formula. 
Under that formula, municipalities 
receive 22% of revenue collected 
while the proposed formula 
distributes only 6% of new gas tax 
revenue to municipalities. 

“While we certainly applaud 
the Governor’s commitment to 
fixing Michigan’s roads, this effort 
must be equitable and not 
compromise the ability of local 
governments to meet the 
tremendous need for local road 
funding,” said Sterling Heights 
Mayor Michael Taylor. “Under the 
current proposal, Sterling Heights 
would actually lose more than 
$600,000 in road funding.” 

“The upkeep of roadways and 
neighborhood streets in Sterling 
Heights is essential to the 
distinctive quality of life we enjoy 
here,” said Sterling Heights City 
Manager Mark Vanderpool. “The 
City has allocated significant 
funding to improving our major 
roads and neighborhood streets, 
including the voter-approved Safe 
Streets dedicated millage that 
generates $3 million annually. This 
burden should not be made more 
difficult by a new funding formula 
that diverts monies from local 
government.” 

The resolution reads in part, 
"Sterling Heights has adopted 
fiscally responsible, forward-
thinking plans to improve and 
maintain its road systems and 
provided its own funding above 
and beyond the current ACT 51 
formula by supplementing with 
general fund dollars and the voter-
approved Safe Streets millage." 

"At the same time, the 
proposed plan would jeopardize 
and harm Sterling Heights by 
causing the city to lose expected 
funding of more than $600,000 – a 
huge blow to the city’s roadway 
improvement efforts developed 
through comprehensive strategic 
planning and sound fiscal 
management." 

The resolution concludes with, 
"the City Council of the City of 
Sterling Heights, County of 
Macomb, and State of Michigan, 
implores the Governor and 
Michigan Legislature to create a 
long-term, sustainable strategy to 
repair and maintain Michigan’s 
roads that does not jeopardize 
local government funding and 
considers other best practices 
such as reduced weight limits, 
quality control and the impact of 
increased fuel efficiency." 

Monday, October 28 • 9am-12pm

To be an Exhibitor visit GazetteEvents.com or call 248-524-4868
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Connect with dozens of organizations dedicated to helping seniors and their families, including: 
Assisted Living • Audiology • Veteran’s Benefits • Mobility Solutions  • Home Care 
Senior Travel • Financial Planning • Independent Living • Memory Care • Hospice 

Insurance • Medical Equipment • Medicare • Physical Therapy • & More!

Backpack drive honors children
Respiratory Distress, or SMARD1. 

The two families met when 
Bamford worked as a nurse in a 
neonatal intensive care unit, 
where she cared for Dominic. 

The idea for honoring their 
children was inspired by a similar 
story of a mother in another state 
starting a backpack drive. 

The goal was to collect 20 or 
30 backpacks for UCS students. 

Through community 
donations, the pair ended up 
collecting 150 backpacks with 
supplies. They also received extra 
supplies that will fill an additional 
20 backpacks. 

“We were overwhelmed by 
the response to say the least! 
Never did we expect the 
outpouring of love and support 
that we received. Everyday it 
seemed like something new would 
show up from supplies and 
backpacks to gift cards and 
monetary donations to help fill 
the backpacks,” Bamford said. 

Helping the effort were 
Dominic’s older sister Gianna, 
who attends Duncan Elementary 
and Kate’s older brother Jack, who 
attends Monfort Elementary. The 
backpacks and supplies will be 
distributed through the Sterling 
Heights Kiwanis annual backpack 
donation program. 

“Our hopes were to make so 
many children smile and be 
assured they were ready for the 

first day of school, and see their 
smiling faces as we hoped 
Dominic and Kate would be 
smiling for their first day of 
Kindergarten,” Swoish said. 

“The outpouring of love and 
generosity showed us that our 
children are not forgotten this 
school year and that means the 
world to us,” Bamford said. “I 
know that we’ll be on the lookout 
throughout the school year for 
some of those backpacks we filled 
knowing that a little piece of Kate 
and Dominic is part of UCS this 
year after all.”

BACKPACKS,  From page 1

Gianna Swoish, age 9 holding Dominic’s picture; Jack Bamford, age 
7, holding Kate’s picture; Nate Bamford age 4. Photo courtesy of Utica 
Community Schools.

Yates Cider Mill fall cider pressing season begins
Yates Cider Mill will kick off fall 

with its first pressing of Michigan's 
fall 2019 apple harvest on Friday, 
August 30. 

Cider will be available for 
purchase at 7 a.m. Friday with 
donut and cider samplings 
throughout the day. 

The annual tradition 
continues all weekend with family 
activities on Saturday, August 31 
and Sunday, September 1. Kids 
can enjoy pony rides, a petting 
farm, face painting, spin art, and a 

scavenger hunt. Food options are 
plentiful, as the fudge and ice 
cream shops will be open. 

Along with its donuts and 
cider, Yates' fall offerings also 
include locally-made jams, apple 
butter, sauces, and honey. Yates 
Bakery offers pies, turnovers, 
cookies, and pastries.  

Yates Cider Mills is located at 
1990 East Avon Road in Rochester 
Hills. For more information and 
hours, visit Yatescidermill.com/.
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Beth Stalker Saturday, August 
31, 9 p.m. Westview Orchards & 
Winery, Washington 

Corey Dakota Saturday, August 
31, 9 p.m. Hogs Hollow, Utica 

Karaoke with Kyle Thursday, 
September 5, 8 p.m. 
McClenaghans Irish Pub, Shelby 
Township 

The Doozers Thursday, 
September 5, 8 p.m. The Loving 
Touch, Ferndale 

Cindi Lou & The RHR Friday, 
September 6, 8 p.m. Coyote Joes, 
Shelby Township 

Jonas Brothers Saturday, 
September 7, 7:30 p.m. Little 
Caesars Arena, Detroit 

The Brothers Mogan Saturday, 
September 7, 9 p.m. Thee Office 
Pub, Romeo 

Cats (Touring) September 1-8, 
Fisher Theatre, Detroit 

Throwback Thursdays 
Comedy Night Thursday, 
September 5, 9 p.m. Blue Finn Bar 
& Grill, Warren  

 

Free Fall Open House at 
Michigan Actors Studio 
Monday, September 9, 7 p.m. S3 
Entertainment Group, Ferndale 

Fresh Sauce Sundays, 9 p.m. 
Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 
Ferndale 

Arts, Beats & Eats August 30 - 
September 2, Downtown Royal 
Oak 

Romeo Peach Festival August 
31 - September 2, Downtown 
Romeo 

Perrin Brewing Tap 
Showcase Wednesday, 
September 4, 6 p.m. Brown Iron 
Brewhouse, Washington 

St. Lawrence Apple Fest 
September 6-8, Utica 

Utica Antiques Market 
September 7-8, 21 Mile Rd. 1 mile 
east of Van Dyke 

Cornhole Fundraiser & Pig 
Roast Sunday, September 8, 12 
p.m. Frontier Town, Washington - 
Proceeds to Bell Racing Team 

Art in the Afternoon Sunday, 
September 8, 2 p.m. Sweetwaters 
Coffee & Tea Lakeside Shelby 

 

Biennial Shelby Gardeners' 
Flower Show September 12-14, 
Shelby Township - "Flowers from 
the Heart" biennial flower show 

Tales and Talk Wednesday, 
September 4, 10 a.m. Clinton-
Macomb Public Library Main 
Branch 

World War II POW Camps in 
Michigan Thursday, September 
5, 6:30 p.m. Clinton-Macomb 
Public Library Main Branch  

Book Discussion “The Wife” 
by Meg Wolitzer Friday, 
September 6, 11 a.m. Utica Public 
Library  

The 22nd Michigan Infantry 
and the Road to 
Chickamauga Tuesday, 
September 10, 6 p.m. Romeo 
District Library- Kezar Branch 

Crochet Group Tuesday, 
September 10, 5:30 p.m., Romeo 
District Library- Kezar Branch  

Author Night with Karen 
Dionne Wednesday, September 
18, 7 p.m., Shelby Township 
Library  

 

 

Back to School Reading 
Challenge Tuesday, September 
3, all day, Utica Public Library 

Movie Time: The Secret Life 
of Pets 2 Saturday, September 7, 
11 a.m. Utica Public Library 

Baby Bears Friday, September 
13, 10 a.m. Shelby Township 
Library 

Teen Movie Day: Detective 
Pikachu Saturday, September 
14, 2 p.m. Graubner Library, 
Washington 

Jason Aldean September 28-
29, DTE Energy Music Theatre, 
Clarkston 

Michigan Left Saturday, 
December 21, 8 p.m. The Loving 
Touch, Ferndale 

Detroit Pistons vs. Los 
Angeles Lakers Sunday, March 
22, 6 p.m. Little Caesars Arena, 
Detroit 

OOnn  SSttaaggee

LLiibbrraarryy

MMuussiicc KKiiddss  &&  TTeeeennss

AArroouunndd  TToowwnn

SSaavvee  tthhee  ddaattee

To submit an event, email 
News@gazettemediagroup.com. 

Submissions run in the paper, space 
permitting. To advertise an event, email 
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.

Gazette Recommends...
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: FALLOUT 

Mission Impossible Fallout has 
the heart-racing action 
sequences and jaw dropping 
stunts we’ve come to expect 
from the franchise, plus a twist 
I didn’t see coming — but 
maybe I’m too trusting. The 
film is now available on 
Amazon Prime, so if you’re 
looking for a fantastic summer 
blockbuster to watch this 
Labor Day weekend, check it 
out.  

- Elena Durnbaugh, Editor

redboxNOW IN 
THEATERS

THE FANATIC 
R, Thriller/Mystery 

 

 AGE OF 
RESISTANCE 
NR, Netflix original 

SWAT: SEASON 2 
PG-13,  TV Drama 

 

THE HUSTLE 
PG-13, Comedy 

 

ICONOLOGY 
Missy Elliott 

 

THE DARK SIDE 
Danielle Steel
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Is it open “mic” or “mike?” The 
debate continues. 

The next meeting of the  
Shelby Music Society will be held 
on Saturday, September 14 at the 
Shelby Township Community 
Center located at 51670 Van Dyke 
Ave. and 23 1/2 Mile Road. 

Open mic will begin at 6:30 
p.m. with a theme of songs by a 
composer whose name is similar 
to yours.  

Enjoy an evening of good 
music, fun, and special drawings. 
There is $3 donation at the door. 
Coffee, and cold drinks as well as 
snacks are provided by members. 
To learn more, contact Carlene at 
586-262-4061 or email at 
shelbymusicsociety@yahoo.com.

Shelby Music Society 
monthly open mic

Arts, Beats & Eats to showcase 
over 130 artists

The annual Soaring Eagle Arts, 
Beats & Eats presented by Flagstar 
Bank takes place Labor Day 
Weekend, August 30 through 
September 2 in downtown Royal 
Oak. In addition to a weekend full 
of live music, more than 130 artist 
booth spaces will offer juried 
artwork in a variety of mediums to 
enjoy. 

The Juried Fine Art Show will 
feature top artists from across the 
continent vying for cash awards 
totaling $7,500. The show will 
feature art in a variety of 
mediums, including ceramics, 
digital art, drawing, 
fabric/fiber/leather, glass, 
graphics/printmaking, jewelry, 
metal, mixed media 2D, mixed 
media 3D, painting, photography, 
sculpture, and wood. 

New artists to the festival 
include: Soo Chang (painting), 
from Darien, Ill., who turns simple 
smiles, kindness, tragedy and 
everyday mundane reality into a 
poetry of colors on canvas; 
Atticus McFadden-Keesling 
(metal), of Clarkston, Mich., a 
blacksmith - or mad scientist - 
whose innovative metal work is 
forged hot using a mechanical 
hammer, hand hammers, anvil, 
and chisels; and the photography 
of John Hartung from Clearwater, 
Fla., who specializes in capturing 
personality in animals, sometimes 
using underwater housing to 
catch the images. 

Also new this year are Herb 
Brown (jewelry) of Tampa, Fla., a 
U of M graduate who creates 
wearable art featuring mini 
sculpture work, forged and 
soldered from hand-wrought 
sterling silver sheet metal and 

wire, accented with stones; Megan 
Williams (fabric/fiber/leather) 
from Grand Rapids, Mich., whose 
work features different styles of 
cowls and scarves that utilize 
naturally dyed, handwoven, 
handspun, felted and other fiber 
techniques, as well as unique 
handmade leather and brass 
closures; and Salvatore Criscenzo 
(wood sculpture), of 
Amherstburg, Ontario, who sits 
and waits for the formless block of 
wood to inform him what it will 
become; and the unique 
sculptural work of Eugene Perry 
(mixed media) of Philadelphia, Pa. 
These artists and more than 130 
others are the reason the Soaring 
Eagle Arts, Beats & Eats Juried 
Fine Art Show has remained in the 
top 100 shows out of thousands 
around the country for the past 20 
years. 

In addition to the artist 
booths, there will also be 
theatrical performances by the 
Oakland Community College 
Theatre Program. Students will 
present scenes from the college’s 
upcoming season, as well as a 
fight choreography demonstration 
by former student Phil DeVone. 
Furthermore, in partnership with 
Oakland County Treasurer Andy 
Meisner, Flagstar Bank will exhibit 
works from 15 winners of Oakland 
County’s Financial Literacy Art 
Contest, which provides 
scholarships to high school 
student artists from across 
Oakland County. 

For more information on 
Arts, Beats & Eats, visit 
Artsbeatseats.com/. 

Meadow Brook Theatre will 
hold auditions for children for 
roles in their 2019 production of A 
Christmas Carol.  Auditions will be 
held at the theatre in Wilson  Hall 
on the campus of Oakland 
University on Saturday morning, 
September 7. 

School-aged children who 
have not reached their 14th 
birthday before October 15 may 
audition. 

Children interested in 
auditioning should arrive at the 
lobby of the theatre starting at 9 
a.m. to sign in.  They will be 
reading from the script in groups 
onstage.  No prepared pieces, 
singing, or dancing is required at 
this audition.  While it is not 

necessary, feel free to bring a copy 
of your resume if you have one. 
Those auditioning should bring a 
photo that you do not need to be 
returned. A school picture would 
be fine. 

Rehearsals for A Christmas 
Carol will be after school and on 
weekends with Monday as a day 
off.  Performances with many 
school day matinees begin 
November 7 and end December 
22.  Each child’s role will be 
double-cast with each actor 
scheduled for half of the 59 
performances.  

Children in the cast will be 
paid a small fee. 

For more information, call 
248-370-3308.

Open auditions for "A Christmas 
Carol" at Meadow Brook 

LINDA CYNOWA, author of an Arcadia pictorial book on the history 
of Washington Township, will be signing copies of her book on 
Sunday, September 8, from 1-4 p.m. at the Washington Historical 
Museum, located at 58230 Van Dyke, north of 26 Mile Rd.



Five flowers that thrive in the fiercest heat
If you have a space in your 

yard that gets tons of sunlight and 
very little shade, you can still 
incorporate this space into your 
garden if you plant the right 
flowers. Some plants thrive in the 
fiercest heat of summer and 
require little or no shade. And 
they produce beautiful blooms in 
a variety of colors, so they’ll add 
aesthetic appeal to your yard or 
patio. 

Flowers to Plant in Your 
Sunniest Spots 

Here are five flowers that love 
to catch the rays, 24/7. 

Madagascar Periwinkle: Often 
referred to as the “Vinca,” this 
flower is a tough little survivor 
that really delivers. Madagascar 
Periwinkles are available in 
several colors, including white, 
light and dark pink, and, of course, 
periwinkle. 

Wax Begonia: Largely 
considered a “classic” by 
traditional gardeners, the Wax 
Begonia is available in white, pink, 
and red shades. Some varieties 
even boast rust-colored leaves to 
add even more color to your 
sunniest spot.  

Lantana: This show-stopper is 
surprisingly easy to maintain. 
With tiny blossoms that grow in 

multi-hued clusters, Lantana is 
native to the tropics, so it thrives 
in full sunlight. As a bonus, the 
colorful flowers attract 
hummingbirds and butterflies to 
your yard, deck, or patio.  

Viburnum Flowering Shrub: 
Oddly enough, with their 
impressive white blossoms, 
Viburnum Flowering Shrubs often 
look like they are covered in snow, 
yet they love the heat. 

Zinnia: Last, but certainly not 
least, Zinnia blossoms are big and 
bold, and they are great at 
attracting bees and butterflies. 

This is just a short list of heat-
tolerant flowers, are there are 
many other varieties that do well 
in constant, direct sunlight. Visit 
your local garden shop and ask an 
expert there for recommendations 
and growing tips.  

FULL KITCHEN REMODELING
CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Plumbing Fixtures • Appliances
Hardware • Backsplashes
Hardwood Floors • Tile

www.KitchenExpoDC.com
Visit our Showroom at: 49549 Hayes | Shelby Twp, MI | Between 22 & 23 Mile Rd | 586.977.9555

 GRANITE
$29.95 

ONE-STOP-SHOP

 QUARTZ 
$44.95

REMNANTS  
$19.95  

sq ft & up sq ft & up

sq ft 
& up
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by AMY FORTUNE 
Most parents love to look at 

the artwork their children bring 
home from school, and those pint-
sized Picassos are usually eager to 
show off their masterpieces. Then, 
prize pieces are often proudly 
displayed on refrigerator doors, 
peg boards, mantels, and even 
walls. However, preschool and 
school-aged children can be quite 
prolific in their artistic yields. So, 
after a while, these precious 
projects accumulate and require 
either disposal or storage. 

So, how do you neatly and 
safely keep your child’s work and 
where do you keep it? Many 
schools now partner with online 
companies (like Artsonia or 
Keepy) that keep digital versions 
of school-produced artwork 
online. And many of these 
companies sell gifts bearing 
images of your child’s art and 
donate a portion of the proceeds 
back to school. This is great, but 
what if you still want to preserve 
the physical originals? 

Here are a few ideas to 
consider. 

Of course, you can always use 
labeled bins to store artwork or 
designated shelves in your 

basement or spare room. 
However, if you want to be a little 
more creative, these ideas should 
provide inspiration. 

Set up an art gallery 
Designate at lease one wall to 

serve as your “art gallery” to 
display frameable art for everyone 
to enjoy. And, while setting up, get 
your children involved by asking 
for their opinions about how their 
work is framed and displayed. 
Then, if you have guests, allow 
your child to offer guided tours of 
their gallery to give them 
opportunities to share insights 
about their creations. 

Create binders or books 
Think of this as scrapbooking, 

but with artwork instead of 
photographs. You can use a three-
ring binder for simplicity, or craft 
a simple book out of paper, a hole-
puncher, and some string or 
twine. For better organization, 
designate one binder or book for 
each school year, label them, and 
store them in order so that your 
child can easily look back and see 
their progress as budding 
Rembrandts or Jackson Pollocks.  

Create 3D “photo albums” 
This method is a version of the 

old storage bin method, but with 

a creative spin, so it isn’t quite 
cheating. Just grab your bins from 
your favorite big-box store and 
use one bin per school year. Then, 
decorate each bin to reflect the 
school year it represents. Use 
pictures of your child and, 
perhaps, images that reflect their 
interests and hobbies. If they are 
old enough to write, you may even 
want to ask them to pen a 
paragraph or two about their 
favorite classes or art techniques 
(drawing, sculpting, collage-work, 
etc.). 

Sadly, when it comes to 
schoolwork – even artwork – it is 
likely impossible to keep 
absolutely everything. Therefore, 
at some point, you may need to 
pick and choose – what stays and 
what gets recycled. And if this task 
becomes difficult, just remember 
that most young adults do not 
wish to be presented with a 
mountain’s worth of brittle 
construction paper from their 
third-grade year. Also, chances 
are, when you find yourself 
downsizing and getting closer to 
retirement, you will probably only 
want to hold onto a few treasured 
pieces. 

 

How to organize your kids’ artwork brought home from school

Is it time to replace 
your roof? 

Even if it hasn’t been majorly 
damaged, rainstorms, snow, and 
all types of weather can wear 
roofs down over time. If you 
suspect that your home is due for 
a new roof, look for these tell-tale 
signs to confirm your suspicions.  

Unexplained stains or streaks 
on your attic ceiling may result 
from a leaky roof, and this is a 
problem that you cannot ignore. 

Sure, you may end up with a 
handful of compromised shingles 
after a storm, but dozens of 
broken shingles may indicate that 
years of wear and tear have 
compromised your roof.  

Cracks and breaks in flashing 
around vents, skylights, and 
chimney seals can allow in 
moisture which can lead to 
significant roof damage. 

If you know that you need roof 
repair or a new roof, ask several 
companies for quotes and give 
your business to the roofers with 
the best reputation. 



SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

5/8 

WANTED 

WANTED: 
 USED LEXUS RX 350  ANY YEAR 

  E-MAIL  -  tcmcmaho@gmail.com 
  CELL  -  248-318-6492 

2/2 

FOR SALE 
Two spaces in Christian Memorial West, 
Garden of Honor, includes Lawn Crypts. 
$5,000 OBO. Call 517-918-5233. 

1/2 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

1/1 
HELP WANTED 

Part-time cleaning help, from 8 am - 5 pm. 
Call 248-219-7144. 

1/1 

VOLUNTEER 
Forgotten Harvest is a non-profit organiza-
tion that collects surplus food and redistrib-
utes it to local charities, providing families 
in the metro-Detroit area with fresh and 
nutritious food. 
Not only do their efforts benefit those in 
need in the community who need it most, 
they also help reduce food waste in the 
area by collecting large quantities of food 
from restaurants, wholesalers, and  
caterers.  
Forgotten Harvest is always in need of 
monetary donations and volunteers.  
Visit ForgottenHarvest.org for more  

VOLUNTEER 

Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started 
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN), 
aimed at bringing law enforcement and 
community organizations together in an 
effort to find viable treatment options for 
individuals seeking help to reduce 
dependency with heroin, prescription 
drugs, and alcohol.  
A person struggling with any drug addic-
tion can come to any of the participating 
police agencies and ask for help. They will 
be greeted with support, compassion and 
respect. Hope Not Handcuffs volunteer 
‘Angels’ help with paperwork and provide 
compassionate support until a treatment 
option is found.  Angel's can choose their 
own time slot by signing up to be on call 
for just 2 four hour blocks per month. 

To sign up and learn more, visit  
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer 

 

ADOPT A PET 
The Humane Society of Macomb works to 
prevent cruelty to animals, and place 
adoptable pets into good, permanent 
homes with responsible owners and pro-
mote spaying and neutering to prevent 
overpopulation. The Humane Society of 
Macomb has many cats, dogs, puppies 
and kittens waiting for a new home. They 
are open Monday through Saturday, 10 
a.m.– 3 p.m. for adoptions. Give them a 
call at 586-731-9210, and visit them at 
11350 22 Mile Road in Utica. 
 

Thump 

ADOPT A PET 
Panther 

Sebastian 

Pita

CLASSIFIEDS 
August 30, 2019

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 
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Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com
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Rochester & Rochester Hills
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RECYCLE  
THIS 

PAPER 

GetYourGazette.com 

@SUMWGazette

@ShelbyGazette

Sudoku

GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes 
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspa-
pers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past 
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. 
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 

PRESENTED BY

Volunteers Needed
The 2019 Fork & Cork Festival returns to downtown Utica for 

three days of music, food, and fun September 20-22. 
Volunteers are needed to assist the non-profit Humane 

Society of Macomb in festival operations.

For more information on volunteering for the Humane Society 
of Macomb at the Fork & Cork Festival, email 

Find Out More About Fork & Cork at www.ForkAndCorkFestival.com

FORK    CORK FESTIVAL&
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