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All Utica Community Schools 
(UCS) high schools have been 
named among the nation's most 
challenging through the Jay 
Mathews Challenge Index. 

The district's high schools – 
Eisenhower, Henry Ford II, 
Stevenson, Utica, and the Utica 
Academy for International Studies 
– were recognized for their work 
to challenge students through 
rigorous Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaureate 
courses. 

"We have high expectations for 
all students that they will 
experience rigorous academic 

programs that successfully 
prepares them for post-secondary 
educational success," 
Superintendent Dr. Christine 
Johns said. 

The index system ranks 
schools based on the number of 
Advanced Placement, 
International Baccalaureate, and 
Cambridge tests taken by 
students, divided by the number 
of graduating seniors at the 
school. 

Under the evaluation system, 
all UCS high schools are 
recognized as among the top 25 
Michigan public and private high 

schools. In addition, the Utica 
Academy for International Studies 
was ranked as the most 
challenging high school in 
Michigan and the 53rd most 
challenging in the nation. 

In UCS, the number of students 
taking AP exams has grown by 
more than 250 percent since 2006. 
The percent of students earning a 
three or greater since that time 
has remained stable – even as 
more students were taking exams. 

For more information on the 
ranking index, visit 
Jaymathewschallengeindex.com/. 

UCS high schools named among nation’s most challenging

by ELENA DURNBAUGH 
Macomb Township Trustee 

Tim Bussineau moved to dissolve 
the dual position of human 
resources director and general 
counsel held by Thomas Esordi 
during the July 24 Board of 
Trustees meeting.  

“Tonight I offer a simple 
answer to a not-so-easy problem 
in our township,” Bussineau said 
before calling for a vote. “The 
creation and implementation of 
the position of HR/general 
counsel has drawn the attention 
of the courts and media, created 
division within our community, 
and created a distress with the 
employee groups… Our 
community needs to continue to 
heal. Dissolving this position will 
do just that.”  

The township created the 
position of human resources 
director/general counsel in 
January 2017 with a 4-3 vote. At 
that time, Esordi’s position as the 
township human resources 
director was expanded to include 
the duties of general counsel. The 
position was intended to 
streamline the human resources 
department and contain legal 
costs for the township. The 
contract for the new position 
made headlines because it is one 
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Shelby Township hosts 
36th annual art fair 

The Shelby Township Art Fair 
returns next month to the 
township’s Municipal Campus at 
52700 Van Dyke Ave. Fine arts, 
crafts, and unique items for 
Michigan businesses will be on 
display, in addition to family-
friendly entertainment and 
delicious fair food. 

The Shelby Township Art Fair 
is celebrating its 36th anniversary. 
It offers patrons a chance to see 
nationally renowned artists as well 
as a large number of local artists 
exhibiting their works. Event hours 
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Saturday, 
August 10 and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., on 
Sunday, August 11. Parking and 
entry are free. A complimentary 
shuttle bus will also be available 
for people parking at the township 
community center. 

“The Shelby Township Art 
Fair is one of my favorite 
community events. It always brings 
something special to our municipal 
campus,” said Joe Youngblood, 
Parks, Recreation and Maintenance 
Director for Shelby Township. 

In addition to art, the Shelby 
Township Art Fair places a 
premium on providing a day full of 
fun for the entire family. 

Live music at the township 
band shell will be the highlight of 
the weekend’s entertainment. 
There will also be crafts and 
activities in the Kid’s Corner, 
strolling circus performers, and 
Brouhaha’s Imagination 
Playground.  

For the entertainment schedule 
and more information, follow the 
Shelby Township Art Fair on 
Facebook and visit shelbyartfair.org 
or call 586-731-0300. 
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SIX UTICA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS STUDENTS earned a top finish in a competition that tests their skills in 
one of this nation’s fastest-growing career fields. The Stevenson High School team earned a fifth-place 
finish in the Cyber Challenge sponsored by the National Governors Association and the National 
Integrated Cyber Education Research Center. This is the first year a UCS team participated in the 
competition as part of a cybersecurity course implemented for students. Team members pictured above 
are (left to right) Lyla Hang, Donald Cox, Evan Malin, Marceles Moore, Noah Elkins, and Luay Shawket.
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Macomb 
trustee moves 
to dissolve 
HR/general 
counsel position
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JaVon 
Shelby from 
the Westside 
Woolly 
Mammoths is 

the United Shore Professional 
Baseball League's Player of the 
Week for July 15-21, announced by 
the league office on Tuesday. 
Shelby, a native of Lexington, Ky., 
earns the honor for the first time 
this season. 

After playing collegiately at 
the University of Kentucky, Shelby 
has been one of the top power 
hitters in the USPBL. He blasted 
three home runs over the 

weekend and posted a 1.000 
slugging percentage for the week. 

In a 7-2 win on Thursday night, 
Shelby connected on his fourth 
home run of the season for the 
Woolly Mammoths. He followed 
that up by driving in all six runs in 
a 6-1 win on Friday night over the 
Diamond Hoppers, slugging a 
grand slam and a two-run home 
run. 

Shelby now has six home 
runs on the season and trails the 
league leader by one. He and the 
Woolly Mammoths faced the first-
place Birmingham Bloomfield 
Beavers on Wednesday night. 

Other 2019 USPBL Players of 
the Week include Luis Contreras, 
Nick Campana, Sonny Cortez, Luis 
Contreras, Ethan Wiskur, Ross 
Haffey, Alec Craig, Jake Pulcheon, 
Colie Currie, Pat Adams, and Matt 
Cronin. 

USPBL games are played at 
Jimmy John’s Field in 
downtown Utica. Purchase 
tickets as low as $6 (lawn seats) 
or $12 (grandstand tickets). For 
additional information and 
tickets, visit USPBL.com/.

USPBL week in review
Motion to dissolve dual HR/counsel role postponed

of the highest-paid municipal 
positions in the state.  

Bussineau originally objected 
to the position in 2017 because he 
said the board didn’t have 
sufficient time to review the 
contract. Union representatives 
and residents fiercely opposed the 
position, citing the dual role as an 
inherent conflict of interest. In 
May 2017, a Macomb County 
Circuit Court judge ruled that the 
township violated the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act when it went 
into closed session to discuss 
hiring Esordi. Earlier this year, 
former township Planning 
Director Patrick Meagher resigned 
and wrote that Esordi’s dual role 
“developed into a conquer-and-
control” atmosphere. The 
township human resources 
specialist also filed a union 
grievance against Esordi, and in 
May, township managers signed a 
letter that echoed the concerns 
made in Meagher’s resignation 
letter. Controversy has also 
surrounded Esordi’s decision to 
spend thousands of dollars on 
outside legal counsel to 
investigate a low-level Clerk’s 
Office employee. On several 
occasions, board members have 
stated Esordi’s workload makes it 
difficult for him to complete tasks 
in a timely manner.  

Bussineau said that the 
board’s decision to move forward 
with hiring an HR manager at the 
July 10 meeting “created the 
perfect environment” for his 
motion to vote to dissolve the 
position of HR director/general 
counsel. He said because the 
supervisor did not recommend 
the new HR manager position, a 
precedent was set for trustees to 
analyze staffing needs in the 
supervisor’s department.  

“I thank the board for that 
precedent. It gave me the green 
light to proceed,” Bussineau said.  

He also cited the union’s 
objection to creating another non-
union position in the human 
resources department. Earlier this 
month, union representative for 
AFSCME 1917 Denis Martin said 
the position violated a 2003 

Michigan Employment Relations 
Commission ruling. By eliminating 
the dual position, Bussineau said 
the township would be kept “out 
of harm's way.”  

“I think I’ve used these words 
before to this board: that I know 
how to keep us out of harm’s way,” 
Bussineau said. “The first time I 
was ignored… maybe this time I 
will get the attention of a couple 
more of my colleagues.”  

Finally, Bussineau argued that 
by eliminating the position, the 
board would eliminate the conflict 
of interest concerns that have 
hung over the position and have 
come to the forefront in recent 
months. 

Following his statement, 
Bussineau was met with silence 
from most of the board. He began 
making a motion for the vote, but 
Trustee Kathy Smith asked to 
postpone it, saying that she still 
had questions she wanted to be 
answered. Bussineau agreed and 
said that postponing the action 
would give the board more time to 
pursue the HR manager position. 
There was no other discussion. 
The board voted unanimously to 
postpone the matter until August 
14. 

The vote to dissolve the 
human resources director/general 
counsel position was not the first 
time HR/counsel role came up 
during the meeting.  

An invoice from Nemeth Law 
totaling over $6,000 was removed 
from the July 10 bill run to be 
discussed at the July 24 meeting. 
Among the charges on the invoice 
were meetings between Esordi 
and attorney Kathleen Gatti to 
discuss a Board of Trustees 
meeting and to draft talking points 
for a closed session with the 
board. Gatti was also paid to 
attend the board meeting on May 
8. She was paid for 5.3 hours at 
$275 an hour, for a total of 
$1,457.50, even though the 
meeting was only 3 hours and 45 
minutes long, according to 
Bussineau recollection. Esordi 
said the fee included travel time. 
This is the second invoice from 
Nemeth Law totaling over $6,000 
in recent months.  

Supervisor Janet Dunn said 
that she met with Treasurer Karen 
Goodhue and Clerk Pozzi, the 
township’s other full-time elected 
officials, to discuss the bill. The 
supervisor then recommended 
the bill be paid. 

“We didn’t find anything 
unforeseen in this. We knew it was 
going to be an expert that was 
called in because of the unusual 
circumstances,” she said.  

Pozzi took issue with the 
supervisor’s characterization of 
their meeting, saying that she 
thought the bill was unforeseen 
and still didn’t believe it was 
necessary. She also said they 
discussed making Esordi subject 
to the township’s purchasing 
policy, which requires department 
heads to get pre-approval from the 
board for charges over $5,000.  

After the board voted to pay 
the Nemeth invoice, trustee Smith 
made a motion to require the 
human resources director/general 
legal counsel to seek board pre-
approval for purchases over 
$5,000.  

Trustee Roger Krzeminski said 
he thought such a requirement 
was needlessly restrictive because 
of Esordi’s expertise. 

“I think he has the right 
judgment. He has the credentials,” 
Krzeminski said. “That protects 
the township.” 

All other township department 
heads are required to get pre-
approval from the board for 
purchases over $5,000 regardless 
of their expertise.  

Krzeminski also said that the 
board was always at least partially 
aware of Esordi’s actions because 
the supervisor had oversight, but 
Pozzi said she thought all 
department heads should be held 
to the same standard.  

The motion ultimately failed, 
with Smith, Bussineau, and Pozzi 
voting yes, and Krzeminski, 
Goodhue, Dunn, and trustee 
Nevers voting no. 

The next Board of Trustees 
meeting is Wednesday, August 14 
at 7 p.m. To see meeting agendas, 
minutes, and board packets, visit 
macomb-mi.gov/. 

MACOMB,  From page 1

Macomb firefighter who walked across Michigan honored 
Macomb Township Firefighter 

Joe Warne was honored by State 
Senator Mike MacDonald at the 
Macomb Township Board of 
Trustees meeting on Wednesday. 
MacDonald presented the award 
on behalf of himself and State 
Reps. Jeff Yaroch and Steve 
Marino.  

Warne was recognized for his 
dedication and community 
service as demonstrated by his 
walk from Macomb Township to 

Grand Rapids to raise funds and 
awareness for firefighters fighting 
cancer. 

As a result of his walk, over 
$30,000 was raised, including 
donations from Detroit rock 
musician Bob Seger and General 
Motors. 

In April, Warne was 
recognized as Macomb 
Township’s 2019 Firefighter of the 
Year. 
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Monday, October 28 • 9am-12pm

To be an Exhibitor visit GazetteEvents.com or call 248-524-4868
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Connect with dozens of organizations dedicated to helping seniors and their families, including: 
Assisted Living • Audiology • Veteran’s Benefits • Mobility Solutions  • Home Care 
Senior Travel • Financial Planning • Independent Living • Memory Care • Hospice 

Insurance • Medical Equipment • Medicare • Physical Therapy • & More!

State of the Township highlights Shelby’s 
history, community, and facilities

Join a stable company and great community.  The Ford Meter Box Company, Inc. (www.fordmeterbox.com), 
is currently accepting resumes for several different openings at its Wabash, Indiana location.
Project Engineer    Industrial Engineer 
3rd Shift Foundry Mechanic  IT/JD Edwards Positions
Please visit our website to learn more about these great opportunities as well as the other openings in our factory.

Resumes may be sent in a standard email attachment or PDF format to opportunities@fordmeterbox.com.  
Due to the high volume of resume submissions we are unable to accept office visits, phone calls, or onsite 
resume submissions.

Wabash offers a blossoming downtown district, great schools, and a number of recreational clubs and activities.  
Learn more at visitwabashcounty.com.

Ford Meter Box is an equal opportunity employer.  All employment decisions will be made without regard to race, 
color, sex, age, religion, national origin, genetic information, disability or any other status prohibited by law.

Professional & Technical Openings
Ford Meter Box

Music society monthly meeting at the Villas of Shelby
The Shelby Music Society will 

meet on Saturday, August 10 on 
the patio of the Villas of Shelby, 
located at 4200 West Utica Road 
(at the corner of Ryan Road) from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
The music will include regular 

performers as well as residents of 
the facility. Join for an evening of 
good music and fun. Cold drinks 

and snacks will be provided. 
For more information, contact 

Carlene at 586-262-4061 or email 
shelbymusicsociety@yahoo.com. 

Shelby Township unveiled a 
new courthouse, fire station and 
plans for an activities center and 
library this year, and on July 19, 
the 2019 State of the Township 
address looked to the past and 
into the future. 

The 2019 program opened 
with a video package highlighting 
the last 12 months in the township 

and performances from the United 
Shores Professional Baseball 
League dance team and finalists 
from the first “Shelby Spotlight” 
singing competition. 

“Every year our State of the 
Township address gets better, but 
I’m afraid all the other people on 
stage this morning are far more 
entertaining than I can be,” 
Township Supervisor Rick 
Stathakis said while sharing the 
stage at the Eisenhower 
Performing Arts Center with the 
performers and the championship 
Eisenhower High School dance 
team. 

During his remarks, Stathakis 
reviewed the more than $100 
million in new and improved 
facilities and amenities that the 
township has added since 2008. 
He also highlighted how the Board 
of Trustees accomplished this 
without increasing the tax burden 
on current residents or 
mortgaging the township’s 
financial future. 

“By the end of 2020, our 
community will have $70 million 
dollars in new roads, $17.3 million 
in new and improved public safety 
and court facilities, nearly $5 
million in recreation amenities 
such as the activities center, the 
new Chief Gene Shepherd Park 
and splash pad and new and 
improved hike and bike trails, and 
a $11.2 million Shelby Township 
Library,” Stathakis said. 

“In all, these improvements 
account for more than $103 
million in new and improved 

facilities and amenities. All paid in 
cash with no debt, no bonding and 
no increase in local taxes.” 

Throughout Stathakis’ speech, 
video packages highlighted the 
township’s new court, activities 
center, and library, as well as the 
new public safety facilities. 

“It’s one thing for me to stand 
in front of a group of people and 

tell them all of the great things 
we’re doing, but it hits home when 
we can show them,” Stathakis 
said. “When you compare where 
we are going with where we have 
been, it paints a dramatic picture 
of what we’ve done in the last 10 
years.” 

The video packages are part of 
a new “Better Than Ever” website 
platform at 
www.shelbytwp.org/better. The 
platform gives residents and 
visitors a place to see all of the 
latest amenities within the 
township and get updates as the 
projects progress. 

“We have so many new things 
happening here, it is impossible to 
keep up with all of them,” 
Stathakis said. “Now we have a 
one-stop-shop online for people to 
get that information.” 

Following Stathakis’ remarks, 
the remaining finalists in the 
Shelby Spotlight contest took the 
stage, and the live audience voted 
for the winner. Spotlight sponsor, 
Anderson Eckstein & Westrick, 
Inc., awarded Anna Hilliard first 
place. Second place in the 
competition went to Erin Abell, 
and Grace Dominka finished third. 

“It was amazing to share the 
stage with so many talented young 
people,” Stathakis said. “This was 
our best State of the Township, 
and it had nothing to do with my 
speech. I know we have amazingly 
talented young people in our 
township, but seeing them in 
action was a real treat.” 
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Todd Michael Band Friday, 
July 26, 8 p.m. Coyote Joes, 
Shelby Township 

Mo Pop Festival July 27-28, 
West Riverfront Park, Detroit 

Three of a Kind Jazz Band 
Saturday, July 27, 7 p.m. 
Westview Orchards & Winery, 
Washington 

Chill Factor Saturday, July 27, 9 
p.m. Tap & Barrel Grill, Shelby 
Township 

Alan Turner Friday, August 2, 8 
p.m. Coyote Joes, Shelby 
Township 

InDirect Harmony Saturday, 
August 3, 7 p.m. Westview 
Orchards & Winery, Washington 

Monday Night Improv 
Mondays at 8 p.m. Planet Ant 
Theatre, Hamtramck 

Comedy of Errors Friday, July 
26, 8 p.m. Rochester College 
Theatre 

FiveThirtyEight Politics 
Podcast Live Thursday, August 
1, 7 p.m. Majestic Theatre, Detroit 

 

Adam Rank Monday, August 5, 
7:30 p.m. Mark Ridley's Comedy 
Castle, Royal Oak 

Quizzo Tuesdays at 8 p.m. 
Sherwood Brewing Company, 
Shelby Township 

11th Annual Flea Market 
Saturday, July 27, 9 a.m. 
Whispering Woods Park, Shelby 
Township 

1st Annual Sound Shop 
Studio Showcase and BBQ 
Sunday, July 28, 3 p.m. The 
Sound Shop, Macomb 

Magician Anthony Grupido 
Wednesday, July 31, 5:30 p.m. 
Art & Jakes Sports Bar, 
Washington 

Great Lakes Brewing Tap 
Showcase Wednesday, July 31, 
6 p.m. Brown Iron Brewhouse, 
Washington 

90’s Trivia Night Wednesday, 
July 31, 6:30 p.m. Unwined 
Winery, Shelby Township 

Harry Potter Book Club 
Wednesday, July 31, 7 p.m. 
Barnes & Noble, Shelby 
Township 

 

Lunch & Learn - Lance 
Shipman, Landscape 
Structures Thursday, August 1, 
12 p.m. Kiwanis Club of Utica 

Bikes & Brews Thursday, 
August 1, 6:30 p.m. Main Street 
Bicycles, Washington 

4th Annual Cycle Rally To 
Benefit Veterans Saturday, 
August 3, 7:30 a.m. Stoney 
Creek Metro Park 

Euchre Monday, August 5, 7 
p.m. Sherwood Brewing 
Company, Shelby Township 

Shelby Township Art Fair 
Saturday, August 10, 10 a.m. 
Shelby Township Municipal 
Campus  

Nerf Wars Wednesday, July 31, 
1:30 p.m. Shelby Township Library 

The US in World War I 
Wednesday, July 31, 7 p.m. Shelby 
Township Library 

Summer Salads Wednesday, 
August 7, 7 p.m. Shelby Township 
Library  

Starlab Planetarium 
Wednesday, August 14, 12:30 
p.m. Shelby Township Library 

 

Bubbleman Ron Saturday, July 
27, 1 p.m. Utica Public Library 

Fire and Ice Mad Science 
Wednesday, July 31, 1:30 p.m. 
Shelby Township Library - 
Preschool – 4th grade 

Maker Mondays Monday, 
August 5, 1:30 p.m. Shelby 
Township Library 

Kids Cooking Class: 
Breakfast Favorites Tuesday, 
August 6, 10 a.m. Macomb 
Township Parks and Recreation 

The Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones Saturday, August 17, 
Royal Oak Music Theatre 

Moonchild Saturday, October 5, 
El Club, Detroit 

Tegan and Sara Thursday, 
October 17, Royal Oak Music 
Theatre 

OOnn  SSttaaggee
LLiibbrraarryy

MMuussiicc KKiiddss  &&  TTeeeennss
AArroouunndd  TToowwnn

SSaavvee  tthhee  ddaattee

To submit an event, email 
News@gazettemediagroup.com. 

Submissions run in the paper space 
permitting. To advertise an event, email 
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.

redboxNOW IN 
THEATERS

HONEYLAND 
NR, Documentary/Drama 

 

INGLOURIOUS 
BASTERDS 
R, Drama/War 

FORGED IN FIRE: 
KNIFE OR DEATH 

PG, Reality-TV 

FAMILY 
R, Comedy 

 

BROWN SKINNED 
GIRL - BEYONCE 

SAINt JHN, WizKid, Blue Ivy 

THE BOYS 
TV-MA, Action/Comedy

100%: JULIAN EDELMAN 
Narrated by Michael Rapaport and featuring original 
conversations with Tom Brady, Snoop Dogg, and Deion 
Sanders, the film is a look inside Julian Edelman's journey from 
major injury to Super Bowl MVP in 2019. The full-length 
documentary details the relationship between the New 
England Patriots receiver and his father, Frank Edelman, which 
helps the documentary appeal to more than just sports fans. 
Available now on Showtime. 

- Mark Nicholson, Publisher

Gazette Recommends...
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Fun ways to inspire kids to think creatively
(NAPSI) According to 

numerous studies, imaginative 
play in childhood can be critical to 
cognitive and social development. 

Research suggests that make-
believe games can increase 
language usage, help with self-
regulation, let children express a 
range of emotions, and teach them 

to think creatively. In addition, 
keeping kids’ brains active and 
engaged can help prevent a 
decline in academic skills during 

school breaks. 
So with all of these benefits, 

how can you encourage more 
imaginative play? Here are a few 
ideas. 

Create a prop box filled with 
items to spark imagination. 
Objects such as stuffed animals, 
cardboard boxes, fun clothes, and 
foreign coins can all inspire kids to 
pretend. 

You can also encourage games 
and imaginative play that 
incorporate intellectual 
challenges. 

Some examples include 
designing the best paper airplane, 
coming up with new games using 
only a ball and basket, or creating 
an imaginary place with building 
toys. 

Get creative with your kids 
and join in on the fun. By engaging 
with your children in an 
imaginative way, you are allowing 
your kids to explore new ideas, 
and you can help keep them on a 
positive track if you notice 
behavior or language that needs 
adjustment. 

Petite School of Knowledge combines a world of fantasy with an 
innovative learning curriculum in a safe environment for preschool 

children ages 2 ½ through 5.  Our goal is to help each child progress to 
increasing skill, mastery and independence in performing to provide 

challenging, but not frustrating, learning experiences in a loving, 
non-pressure environment. We create an atmosphere that encourages 

self-confidence and a positive self-image.  
We offer classes on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00-2:30.  

Tuesday and Thursday class is from 10:00-2:00. 
Please join us for an Open House Wed, July 31st, 10 am - 2 pm

Established 2001

53300 Van Dyke • Shelby Township
586-677-8133 • Petiteschool.org

Why you should talk early and often 
with your kids about finances

(NAPSI) Good news for 
parents: You can help your kids 
learn to do well. Studies suggest a 
clear correlation between early 
education in money and future 
financial success. 

People who learned about 
money as children were three 
times as likely to have a personal 
annual income of $75,000 or 
higher than those who didn’t, 
according to a survey by Quicken. 

But there’s a problem: One-
third of adults surveyed said no 
one taught them about money 
when they were children. Among 
that group, only 13 percent report 
a high level of confidence in their 

finances. 
People who learned about 

money as children were 20 
percent more likely to prioritize 
teaching their own kids about 
money. Those who said no one 
taught them about money as a 
child were twice as likely to delay 
talking to their own children about 
money until age 18 or older. 

The top tools – allowance, 
savings accounts, piggy banks – 
may not have changed much, but 
the lessons have evolved. Today, 
parents are teaching their children 
about charitable donations, using 
credit cards, and teaching their 
kids about investing. 

If you’re an example of 
financial responsibility, your 
kiddos will be more likely to 
follow. And the right tools can 
make a big difference. The survey 
showed that 62 percent of the 
people who do not use any 
personal finance tools also 
reported a lack of confidence in 
their current financial situation. 

An early start and frequent 
conversations about money can 
be key to setting your kids on the 
path to a healthy financial future. 

Head lice prevention is key to kids' well-being
Head lice love every season 

and anyone with a head of hair. 
They’re not going anywhere. If you 
find lice, treat it with a product 
that kills both lice and eggs. 

Fortunately, if you want to 
reduce your and your family's 
odds of getting head lice, you can 
be proactive. 

Whether the family is heading 
off to school, spring break or to 
camp, have a lice prevention plan 
in place. You want your kids to 
make friends but not with lice. The 
most common way children 
spread head lice is from direct 
head-to-head contact at social 
gatherings or school. Not only are 
nits and lice so small that they can 

be easily missed, but it also takes 
four to six weeks for itching 
symptoms to start. 

Here’s how you can protect 
your children and keep them from 
being “The One” to bring lice 
home. 

Perform head lice checks 
before and after your child is in 
head-to-head contact with other 
children. Check your children for 
lice and nits before vacationing or 
sending them off to camp and 
conduct weekly head checks 
throughout the year. Many camps 
do head lice checks when your 
child arrives; you don’t want that 
to be when you find out you have 
a problem. 

Reduce risk by putting long 
hair in a braid, bun or ponytail. 
The longer the hair, the greater 
the risk for contracting lice from 
head-to-head contact. 

Be proactive. Once a child 
returning from spring break or 
camp is diagnosed with a lice 
infestation, family and friends 
have already been exposed for 
weeks as the infestation was 
growing. That’s how lice 
outbreaks multiply. 

If you’ve been exposed, 
switch to a daily shampoo 
designed to kill undetected lice 
with each wash so any potentially 
contracted lice don’t build into an 
infestation. 

Arts and crafts can help children learn important skills 
Whether it is with finger paint, 

chalk, crayons or construction 
paper, children love crafting and 
creating their own special works 
of art. Not only are crafts an 
enjoyable activity for children, 
simple crafting can also help 
children learn important skills 
that affect their overall 
development and is a way through 
which parents can observe their 
children’s developmental 

progress to make sure they are 
school ready. 

It’s important for parents to 
be in tune with their child’s 
development during their early 
years because the first five years 
of life lay the foundation for a 
child’s long-term success. 

There is a lot to think about 
when it comes to a child’s 
development. Even the most 
attentive parents may struggle to 

find the information they need to 
be sure their young child’s health, 
wellness and learning are on track. 

It’s important for parents to 
observe their child’s progress and 
remember that each child 
develops at his or her own pace. 
Developmental screenings are an 
important tool in helping to 
identify the specific skills each 
child needs to succeed. 
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WANTED 

Live-in, weekend housekeeper wanted. 
248-475-0976 or 248-464-1950. 

1/2 

FOR SALE 

Two cemetery plots at White Chapel in 
Garden of Love Francis of Assisi – $2,500 
for both – Call Sally at 586-612-1284 

1/2 
Two cemetery plots at White Chapel in 
Garden of the Last Supper. $2800 - Call 
Anita at 248-770-3595. 

3/3 
Troy Bilt Electric Start Walk-behind Mower. 
8 1/2 hp - 33” deck. $475. 586-784-9805. 
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GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

1/1 
MOBILE  

BARTENDER 
Professional Bartenders for Hire! 
With over 17 years experience. Serving; 
Holiday Parties, Weddings, Birthdays or 
Any Special Occasion. Please call Rachel 
586-484-6505 

1/1 

VOLUNTEER 

Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started 
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN), 
aimed at bringing law enforcement and 
community organizations together in an 
effort to find viable treatment options for 
individuals seeking help to reduce 
dependency with heroin, prescription 
drugs, and alcohol.  
A person struggling with any drug addic-
tion can come to any of the participating 
police agencies and ask for help. They will 
be greeted with support, compassion and 
respect. Hope Not Handcuffs volunteer 
‘Angels’ help with paperwork and provide 
compassionate support until a treatment 
option is found.  Angel's can choose their 
own time slot by signing up to be on call 
for just 2 four hour blocks per month. 

To sign up and learn more, visit  
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer 

 

ADOPT A PET 
The Humane Society of Macomb works to 
prevent cruelty to animals, and place 
adoptable pets into good, permanent 
homes with responsible owners and pro-
mote spaying and neutering to prevent 
overpopulation. The Humane Society of 
Macomb has many cats, dogs, puppies 
and kittens waiting for a new home. They 
are open Monday through Saturday, 10 
a.m.– 3 p.m. for adoptions. Give them a 
call at 586-731-9210, and visit them at 
11350 22 Mile Road in Utica. 
 

Ginger 

ADOPT A PET 
Pickle 

El Gato 

Mishka
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Christian Memorial - 2 Plots. 
Garden of Honor - Estate 871 
Valued over $7,200.  
Asking $2,000 OBO. 
Call 586-294-1629 - Best to 
call in morning or late  
afternoon. 
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Whenever I 
listen to the 
concerns of 

residents in Macomb County, road 
quality is always near the top of 
the list. 

It should be. People rely on 
our roads every day to get to work 
and carry out basic life activities – 
such as grocery shopping or 
picking up the kids from school. In 
the midst of the summer season, 
roadways are a vital part of the 
state’s tourism industry as people 
travel and take in Michigan’s 
unique offerings and scenery. 

Roads are pivotal to 
Michigan’s chances of a successful 
future and we must address their 
current state. That’s why the 
Michigan House has approved a 
practical plan for the upcoming 
fiscal year budget. 

The proposal moves the 
current general sales tax paid at 
the pump to where it should be 
going – road repairs. This would 
generate over $800 million per 
year, on top of a 2015 roads plan 
that is expected to provide over $1 
billion in additional revenue by 
2021. 

Motorists in the greater 
Detroit area already pay a 6 
percent sales tax on gas – on top 
of per gallon prices that approach 
or surpass $3. With other funding 
increases in place within our 

House budget plan, we can use 
that existing tax revenue to pay 
for road repairs without shorting 
other programs that rely on state 
funding. 

Asking motorists to pay a 45-
cent per gallon tax, as the 
governor has done with her 
budget recommendation, is an 
impatient and inefficient tax-and-
spend suggestion. It heaps a giant, 
collective bill at the foot of 
residents for years of inaction. It 
also does not take into account 
the fluctuating nature of gas 
prices. In May 2011, the average 
gas price in the state soared to 
nearly $4.30 per gallon. When 
prices rise, a burdensome, 45-cent 
tax on top of high prices at the 
pump would quickly drive away 
residents and put an economic 
downturn for our state into high 
gear. Even the welcome savings of 
low gas prices – such as an 
average of $1.44 per gallon in 
February of 2016 – wouldn’t be 
truly felt for residents with what 
would be the highest gas sales tax 
in the country stacked on top. 

Our plan is tailored simply to 
what the state and taxpayers can 
afford. It respects people’s hard-
earned money while addressing 
their concerns on roads. We’ve 
made key bipartisan strides in the 
first year of the 2019-20 legislative 
term. It’s time to take another step 
as we look to improve the quality 
of life for Michigan residents. 

Rep. Diana Farrington, of 
Utica, is in her second term in 
the Michigan House serving 
residents in the 30th District, 
which includes the city of Utica 
and parts of Sterling Heights 
and Shelby Charter Township. 
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Rep. Farrington: Fixing our roads 
while respecting taxpayers

PERSPECTIVES 
  
OP-ED by  
STATE REP. 
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Local dog club presents two-day AKC show at 
Macomb Community College

Macomb Kennel Club, licensed 
by the American Kennel Club, will 
conduct two all-breed dog shows 
Saturday, August 17 and Sunday, 
August 18 at the Macomb 
Community College Sports and 
Expo Center in Warren. 

Breed judging will begin at 8 
a.m. on Saturday and at 9 a.m. on 
Sunday, concluding around 3:00 
p.m. each day. Seven hundred 
entries in more than 100 breeds are 
expected daily from all over the 
Great Lakes Region and Canada. 

Judges will award prizes based 
on how closely dogs compare to 
the breed’s official standard, 
which include specifications for 
structure, temperament, 
movement, and characteristics 
that match the breed’s original 
function.  

At the show, visitors can stop 
by vendor booths to shop for toys, 
supplies, and items for dogs. People 

interested in purchasing a purebred 
dog can also come to learn about 
different breeds and meet reputable 
breeders. Dog owners can also learn 
more about getting involved with 
the sport of dogs and American 
Kennel Club events.  

Parking is free, and general 
admission costs $5 for adults, $2 
for seniors 65 and older, and $2 for 
kids 10 and under.  

Macomb Kennel Club, 
founded in 2007, provides an 
annual scholarship to the 
Macomb Community College 
Veterinary Technician Program 
and is a proud supporter of the 
Macomb Animal Shelter. 

For details about the Macomb 
Kennel Club or for membership 
information visit 
macombkennelclub.com/.  

Learn more about dog shows 
and the American Kennel Club at 
akc.org/. 

State Sen. Peter Lucido of 
Shelby Township announced this 
week he is introducing legislation 
to help protect Michigan’s pets. 

The first proposal would 
require veterinarians in the state 
to report suspected animal abuse. 

“Michigan veterinarians are 
not currently required to report 
any suspected animal abuse they 
find during their work, even 
though they are perhaps the most 
qualified individuals to spot it,” 
Lucido said in a press release. “My 
bill would change this by 
requiring veterinarians to report 
suspected abuse.” 

In May, the senator 
announced similar legislation that 
would require employees of Child 
Protective Services to report 
suspected animal abuse during 

investigations of child abuse. 
“Southeast Michigan has seen 

a spike in cases involving animal 
abuse and neglect,” Macomb 
County Prosecutor Eric Smith said 
in a press release. “In Macomb 
County, we started our Animal 
Abuse Task Force, P.A.W.S., to 
bring an end to inhumane actions 
toward animals. I applaud Senator 
Lucido for taking the lead and 
working to provide a legislative 
tool to ensure our beloved 
companions don’t fall victim to 
additional neglect.” 

The second bill would 
regulate animal rescue operations 
to help prevent them from 
breeding animals. 

Senate Bill 419 would require 
animal rescues to register their 
operations with the Michigan 

Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, and they 
would be required to report all 
intake, movement, and major 
actions taken with their rescue 
animals. 

“Michigan Humane is 
supportive of a state statute that 
will bring appropriate and much-
needed oversight to Michigan’s 
home-based rescues,” President 
and CEO of the Michigan Humane 
Society Matt Pepper said in a 
press release. “As home-based 
rescues become more prominent, 
we believe that it is critically 
important that all animal welfare 
organizations be held to the same 
animal care standards.” 

Lucido said he hopes the new 
bills will be formally introduced 
soon. 

Sen. Lucido introduces legislation to protect Michigan’s pets


