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Despite promises from Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer to veto the 
proposals, local state house and 
senate representatives are voicing 
their support for car insurance 
reform bills that passed the house 
and senate this week. 

State Rep. Jeff Yaroch, whose 
district represents Macomb 
Township, voted to approve the 
plan to address Michigan’s car 
insurance system. Yaroch said the 
plan offers drivers personal injury 
coverage options, reins in medical 
costs and fights fraud. 

“An overwhelming number of 
people have called on us to reform 
car insurance," Yaroch said. "The 
out-of-control rates are making it 
difficult for people to afford to 
drive.” 

State Rep. Diana Farrington, 
of Utica, also voted in favor of the 
plan. “There’s no magic wand that 
will eliminate our state’s no-fault 
auto insurance conundrum in one 
fell swoop," Farrington said after 
the vote. “This is a good start, and 
moving this proposal through the 
House after a tremendous amount 
of work shows the 100th Michigan 
Legislature is committed to 

bringing people the rate relief 
they’ve asked for.” 

Michigan is the most 
expensive state for car insurance 
in the nation, with an average 
premium that is 83% more 
expensive than the national 
average. A recent University of 
Michigan study indicates auto 
insurance is unaffordable in 97% 
of Michigan communities. 

State Sen. Peter Lucido, of 
Shelby Township, voted in 
support of the legislation 
approved on Tuesday. 

“Auto insurance premiums 
have been far too high for far too 
long,” said Lucido, R-Shelby 
Township. “I am glad that we were 
able to approve these reforms for 
the sake of all Michigan drivers, 
and I encourage our colleagues in 
the House to do the same, as 
quickly as possible.” 

Gov. Whitmer has said she 
will not sign the auto insurance 
bills HB 4397 and SB 1 in their 
current form, according to press 
secretary Tiffany Brown. "The 
governor has made it very clear 
that she is only interested in 
signing a reform bill that is 

reasonable, fair and provides 
strong consumer protections and 
immediate financial relief. In their 
current form, neither bill passed 
by the Legislature meets that 
standard," the Governor’s office 
said in a statement Thursday. 

THE UTICA VARSITY GIRLS TENNIS TEAM wrapped up league play this week and finished as MAC Blue 
Champs. The team ended their regular season undefeated with a win last Thursday over Fraser, 6-2. In 
other Utica High sports news, Varsity Baseball took on Cousino in a rainy Monday battle to win the 
division contest 2-1.

Local Reps. tout support for doomed car insurance reform bills
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by ELENA DURNBAUGH 
The Macomb Township Board 

of Trustees meeting was 
consumed with discussion of the 
proposed Ethics Ordinance and 
ongoing debate over the 
combined position of human 
resources manager and legal 
counsel.  

Last month, township 
planning director Patrick 
Meagher submitted a bombshell 
letter of resignation criticizing the 
relationship between board 
members, human resources/legal 
counsel, and supervisory staff. In 
his letter, he described a 
“conquer and control 
atmosphere” and said that the 
HR/legal position created a 
conflict of interest and was not 
working for the township. 
Purchasing Specialist Cynthia 
Carnes also resigned last month, 
citing similar concerns.  

At Tuesday night’s board 
meeting, trustees voted to move 
agenda items regarding a 
performance a review of Thomas 
Esordi, who currently holds the 
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An evening with a 
mentalist 

Mentalism is a performing art 
in which its practitioners appear 
to demonstrate highly developed 
mental or intuitive abilities. The 
Shelby Township Library will host 
mentalist David Powers on 
Wednesday, May 15 at 7 p.m. in 
the Library Atrium. 

Powers will impress audience 
members with his abilities as they 
test the powers of his mind during 
this interactive event. No 
registration is required. The 
library is located at 51680 Van 
Dyke Ave. 

 

Visit with Clementine 
the possum 

Visit Wild Birds Unlimited on 
Saturday, May 18 anytime between 
1-3 p.m. and meet Sarah, an 
experienced naturalist and 
licensed wildlife rehabilitator 
specializing in rescuing opossums 
and injured turtles in order to get 
them back to the wild. Clementine, 
a non-releasable educational 
opossum, will also be joining her. 

Opossums and turtles may not 
have a lot in common, but they 
can both get into trouble when 
crossing the road. This is the most 
common reason why orphaned 
opossums surviving in mother’s 
pouch, and turtles with cracked 
shells come into a wildlife 
rehabilitator’s care. How do you 
know when an animal needs 
rescuing? Feel free to ask 
questions when you visit. 

There will also be a raffle and 
prizes to give away for donations 
to Sarah's rescue. Wild Birds 
Unlimited is located at 20241 Hall 
Road in Macomb.

STATE SENATOR PETER LUCIDO speaks during a signing ceremony 
for Senate Bill 2 at the state Capitol on Thursday. The new law 
requires that an individual be convicted of or plead guilty to a crime 
before law enforcement can take ownership of personal property 
through the civil asset forfeiture process. Pictured are, from left, Lt. 
Gov. Garlin Gilchrist, Lucido, and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.



HR/legal position, to a closed 
session. During public comment, 
several residents voiced their 
concern and frustration over 
Esordi and the conduct of the 
board. 

“The public has observed, at 
several past board meeting, 
hostile behavior from legal 
counsel and other board members 
toward Clerk Pozzi and Trustee 
Bussineau, and even residents 
that speak up from the podium, so 
it’s certainly not hard to believe 
that this behavior probably goes 
on within town hall,” chairman of 
the Ethics Advisory Committee 
Jim Gelios said.  

The ethics committee was 
created in March 2018 to research 
and develop a possible ethics 
ordinance or other means to 
address ethical behavior. Such an 
ordinance has yet to be passed by 
the Board of Trustees. 

“Given the recent 
circumstances such as employees 
resignation, there can be no doubt 
that an ethics ordinance is 
needed,” Gelios said during public 
comment. “Who knows – had one 
been in effect now, giving the 
employee a platform to address 
some of the aforementioned 
allegations, perhaps some of these 
resignations could have been 
avoided.”  

The need for employees to 
have a platform to discuss their 

concerns was on display when 
Meggan Young, elections 
coordinator for Macomb 
Township, addressed the board 
during public comment. Young, 
her voice trembling during her 
prepared remarks, expressed her 
concerns over circumstances that 
she felt were unfair during her 
employment investigation in front 
of Esordi, the entire board, and 
residents at the board meeting.  

According to Young, an 
investigation was opened 
regarding falsifying information on 
her employee application. She 
said that in his investigation, 
Esordi had provided false 
information to board members 
and misrepresented the 
circumstances under which she 
left her previous job.  

“I come into work wondering if 
I’ll be terminated and why, and I 
go home and think about what 
would  happen if I lose my job,” 
Young said.  

After breezing through 
approvals of agenda items from 
the engineer and the human 
resources department, the 
trustees discussed Trustee Tim 
Bussineau’s proposal to set a date 
of June 26 to vote on a proposed 
ethics ordinance. 

Bussineau highlighted that it 
had been over a year since the 
Ethics Advisory Committee was 
appointed, and said that the board 
had been given more than enough 

time to move forward on the 
ordinance they proposed.  

“Maybe it's not perfect, but we 
can vote on it and we can always 
amend the ordinance,” Bussineau 
said.  

The June 26 proposal passed 
unanimously, as did a proposal 
from Clerk Kristi Pozzi to set a 
date to receive procedurals on 
enforcement from legal counsel by 
June 12. 

During public comment on 
non-agenda items, residents 
continued to voice their 
frustration. Residents said that 
board members expressing 
surprise over employees 
resignations at the last board 
meeting supported what Meagher 
said in his resignation letter. 

“It exactly illustrates the point 
Mr. Meagher was making in that 
blockbuster resignation letter,” 
said Kathy Western. “There’s a 
disconnect.” 

Following Meagher’s 
resignation, Macomb Township 
Supervisor Janet Dunn told the 
Gazette that his resignation was a 
“shock” to her. 

Union members from AFSCME 
and the Macomb Township 
Professional Firefighters 5023 also 
criticized the conduct of board 
members and Esordi. 

The next Board of Trustees 
meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, May 22, at 7 p.m. 

Residents, employees voice continued frustrations at board meeting 

Page 2    ■                                      ■    May 10, 2019 Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

MACOMB BOARD,  From page 1

Four UCS teams qualify for global finals of Destination Imagination
Four teams featuring Utica 

Community School students 
qualified for Destination 
Imagination Global Finals later 
this month after achieving top 
honors for creativity, teamwork, 
and innovation in regional and 
state academic tournaments.  

After their performance at 
the State Tournament held at 
Michigan State University in April,  
teams from Bemis Junior High 
School, Collins Elementary, 
Messmore Elementary and a UCS 
South team qualified to compete 

against international teams in one 
of seven, open-ended challenges 
that require students to apply 
science, technology, engineering, 
and math skills.  

“Destination Imagination 
provides our students 
experiences outside of their 
classrooms that prepares them for 
success,” Superintendent 
Christine Johns said in a press 
release. “This competition builds 
the skills our business partners 
need in their workforce -- 
communication, problem solving, 

innovation, and the ability to work 
in teams.”  

This year alone, 150,000 
students participated in 
tournaments throughout the U.S. 
and in 30 countries in the hopes of 
earning a spot at the Global Finals 
competition. The USC students 
will be among the 8,00 students 
representing more that 1,4000 
teams eligible to complete this 
year.  

Destination Imagination Global 
Finals take place May 22-25 in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

Macomb Community College’s 
Center for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, in partnership 
with the Goldman Sachs 10,000 
Small Businesses program and 
Wayne State University, is hosting 
a free event Friday, May 17 from 9-
11:30 a.m., designed to help local 
entrepreneurs. 

John Paul Rea, deputy county 
executive, Macomb County, will 
present the keynote address, 
Growing Your Business in 
Macomb County, and discuss how 
technological innovation and 

emerging talent is reshaping the 
economic landscape here in 
Macomb County. 

In addition to Rea’s 
presentation, Camille Walker-
Banks, Wayne State University’s 
executive director for the 
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small 
Businesses program, will lead a 
panel discussion of local 
successful entrepreneurs who are 
alumni of the Goldman Sachs 
program. 

Panelists for the discussion 
are Ed Brabandt, president, 

Systematic Manufacturing, Inc., 
Sterling Heights; Graig Adamski, 
owner, EnG Design, Inc., Sterling 
Heights, and Jill Bommarito, 
founder and owner, Ethel’s Baking 
Company, Saint Clair Shores. 

This free event is open to all 
interested entrepreneurs and will 
be held in Wayne State 
University’s Advanced 
Technology Education Center at 
14601 Twelve Mile Road in Warren. 
For more information, call 586-445-
7167 or email 
busadmdept@macomb.edu.

Free MCC event to focus on successful entrepreneurship strategies

THE UTICA FIRE DEPARTMENT is no stranger to this spring scenario. 
A few ducklings found their way into a storm drain near Utica Park 
Blvd this week. The firefighters were able to rescue the 'raft' of baby 
ducks, advising them to watch where they waddle next time.



A foundation founded by a car 
enthusiast has provided a $30,000 
grant to support the Henry Ford II 
High School’s automotive care 
program. 

The Margaret Dunning 
Foundation has provided a 
$30,000 grant to Henry Ford II to 
purchase a new lift for its 
automotive repair program.  

“This generous support 
demonstrates again how positive 
partnerships in UCS produce great 
results,” Superintendent Dr. 
Christine Johns said. “Thanks to 
the Dunning Foundation, our 
students will have unique 
experiences that provide them 
real-world opportunities in our 
classrooms." 

Henry Ford II Career and 
Technical Education teacher Brett 
Orlowski said the grant will 
purchase a “Drive-on Scissor Lift.” 

“It gives the students a new 
hands-on opportunity,” he said. 
“Rather than learning through a 
video or book, they will be able to 
apply what they are learning 
directly with the car.” 

Students in the automotive 
program in UCS earn certification 
through the ASE (Automotive 
Service Excellence), with many 
already employed in private auto 
repair businesses. 

Orlowski said the students 
work on “all aspects” of cars, 
including brakes, steering 
suspensions, electronics, fuel 
injection and diagnostics. The 
students are also learning how to 
use technology as part of their 
diagnostic tests to identify issues 
in today’s increasingly more 
complex automotive systems.  

It is the wide range of 
experiences that appeals to Senior 
Lukas Teuscher. 

“This class has really given me 
an understanding of how 
everything in the car works 
together,” he said.  

The new lift is slated to arrive 
prior to the end of the school year. 
In addition to the Dunning 
Foundation grant, the program 
recently received an $11,000 grant 
from the State of Michigan for the 
addition of a new and updated tire 
machine.  

The Margaret Dunning 
Foundation was founded by Ms. 
Dunning 1997. She was born in 
1920 in Redford Township and 
moved with her mother to 
Plymouth, Michigan in the 1920s. 

During her lifetime, Ms. 
Dunning was a successful 
business woman, philanthropist 

and civic booster. She was a major 
support of many Plymouth 
nonprofits, including the 
Plymouth District Library and the 
Plymouth Historical Society. In 
addition to her personal 
philanthropy, Ms. Dunning was a 
classic car enthusiast and was a 
regular participant in the 
Woodward Dream Cruise with her 
1930 Packard 740 Roadster. 

Ms. Dunning passed away in 
2013 at the age of 104. Her estate 
provided additional funding for 
the Margaret Dunning Foundation, 
which continues to support her 
charitable interests and legacy. 
For more information, 
margaretdunningfdn.org/. 

– uticak12.org/ 
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UCS auto program gets a lift, courtesy of local foundation

99.9% Effective Results!
You Spend Your Time And Hard Earned Money 

To Keep Your Backyard Looking Nice, 
You Deserve To Enjoy It MOSQUITO FREE!  

For More Information Visit
MosquitoOne.com or Call 734-922-5700

“Seasonal Packages Available”

NO MORE MOSQUITOES, PERIOD!

Single Application Only. 
First Time Client Only. 

Expires 8/31/19.

$2500 
OFF

Regular $74.95*

Now $49.95
*Up to 1/2 acre property size. 

Each additional 1/2 acre 
only $12.50 more!

Henry Ford II senior Adam Skelly in the automotive repair program.

THE NEW CLINTON MACOMB PUBLIC LIBRARY North Branch is officially under construction, as Macomb 
Township officials were on hand Saturday for a groundbreaking ceremony. "This will be a great addition 
to the community and town hall complex," said Macomb Township Clerk Kristi Pozzi, who posted the 
above photo to her Facebook page, adding, "We were also blessed with a beautiful day."

On Thursday, Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer signed Senate 
Bill 2 and House Bills 4001 and 
4002, which passed with nearly-
unanimous support, to limit civil 
asset forfeiture for individuals 
who have not been convicted of a 
crime in order to increase 
property protections for citizens.   

“I’m proud that Michigan is 
joining several other states in 
revising our civil asset forfeiture 
laws to increase property 
protections for citizens,” Whitmer 
said. “These bills will ensure due 
process and strengthen the 
integrity of our justice system by 
requiring a criminal conviction 
before forfeiture proceedings can 
begin.”  

Senate Bill 2 prohibits civil 
asset forfeitures for crimes 
involving controlled substances 
unless there is a conviction or 
plea agreement, no one claims the 
property, or the property owner 
relinquishes the property that was 
seized. The bill will apply to 
forfeiture proceedings pending on, 
or initiated on or after January 1, 
2020.   

House Bill 4001 prohibits civil 

asset forfeitures for crimes 
involving controlled substances 
unless a criminal proceeding is 
completed and the defendant is 
convicted or pleads guilty. House 
Bill 4002 requires the government 
to notify an individual if their 
property has been seized and 
places the burden on the 
government to prove that this 
forfeiture is justified. If it is not, 
the property must be returned to 
the owner within 14 days.  

Currently, law enforcement 
officers are permitted to seize 
property if they had probable 
cause to suspect that it had been 
used for, or derived from, a 
controlled substance violation. 
The state was legally allowed to 
retain the property, or sell it and 
give the proceeds to the law 
enforcement agency that seized 
the property.  

Senate Bill 2 and House Bills 
4001 and 4002, sponsored by 
Senator Peter Lucido (SD 8) and 
Representatives Jason Wentworth 
(HD 97) and David LaGrand (HD 
75), will take effect 90 days after 
its enactment. 

Gov. Whitmer signs bills to end confiscation 
of property without a conviction
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Alan Turner Friday, May 10, 8 
p.m. Coyote Joe’s, Shelby 

A Hard Day Beatles Night  
Saturday, May 11, 6:30 p.m. La 
Cucina Del Vino, Shelby 

Mystery Train Saturday, May 11, 
7:30 p.m. Romeo Masonic Temple 

Kroon Band Saturday, May 18, 
7 p.m. Westview Orchards & 
Winery, Washington 

Slayer Sunday, May 19, 6 p.m. 
DTE Energy Music Theatre 

Southern Comfort Now thru 
May 12, Stagecrafters, Royal Oak 

The Marvelous Wonderettes 
Now thru May 19, Meadow 
Brook Theatre 

The Grapes of Wrath May 11-
19, Michigan Opera Theatre 

Double Dare Live Wednesday, 
May 15, 7 p.m. Fox Theatre, 
Detroit 

Company May 17 - June 1, 
Avon Players 

Manda's Rhythm & Dance 
Recital Saturday, June 8, 10:30 
a.m., 2 p.m. & 6 p.m. Macomb 
Center 

Electronics Recycling 
Fundraiser Saturday, May 11, 
10 a.m. Trinity Lutheran School, 
Utica 

Spring Vendor & Craft Show 
Saturday, May 11, 1 p.m. Shelby 
Township Senior Center 

Bath City’s Annual Girl 
Scout Derby Bout Saturday, 
May 11, 8 pm. Joe Dumars 
Fieldhouse, Shelby Township 

Walk-A-Mom Sunday, May 12, 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Stony Creek 
Metropark 

Mother's Day Brunch Sunday, 
May 12, 11 a.m. Packard Proving 
Grounds, Shelby Township 

May Homebrew Switcheroo 
Monday, May 13, 7 p.m. Cap N 
Cork Homebrew Supply, 
Macomb 

American Craft Beer Week 
May 13-19, Sherwood Brewing 
Company, Shelby Township 

Cider & Coaster Making 
Class Thursday, May 16, 6:30 
p.m. Westview Orchards & 
Winery, Washington 

Canines at the Carnival 
Friday, May 17, 6 p.m. Beck 
Centennial Elementary, Macomb 

"Back To The Beach" Half 
Marathon 10k & 5k Sunday, 
May 19, 6:30 a.m. Stony Creek 
Metropark, Shelby Township 

Tech Tuesdays A tech tutor is 
available to answer your 
questions every Tuesday at 1 
p.m. Clinton-Macomb Public 
Library North Branch 

Crochet Group Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m. Romeo District Library 
Kezar Branch 

DIY Necklace Craft Saturday, 
May 11, 10:30 a.m. Clinton 
Macomb Public Library North 
Branch - Adults can create a 
necklace perfect for Mother’s 
Day with pastel ribbons and 
silver beads. 

Evening with the Mentalist 
Wednesday, May 15, 7 p.m. 
Shelby Township Library - David 
Powers will amaze the audience 
with the powers of his mind at this 
interactive event.  

Hungry, hungry plants? 
Thursday, May 16, 5:30 p.m. 
Burgess-Shadbush Nature Center, 
Shelby Township 

Friends of the Library Annual 
Perennial Swap Saturday, May 
18, 8:30 a.m. Shelby Township 
Library parking lot 

Mom & Me Workshop 
Saturday, May 11, 9 a.m. 
Macomb Township Parks and 
Recreation 

Book Signing: Tracy Detz 
“No Fish For Charles!” 
Saturday, May 11, 1 p.m. Barnes 
& Noble, 14165 Hall Rd., Shelby 

Teen Library Amazing Race 
Friday, May 17, 6 p.m. Shelby 
Township Library - Race around 
the world and complete 10 
different challenges throughout 
the library 

Tom Segura Saturday, June 1, 
8 p.m. Fox Theatre, Detroit 

Young the Giant & Fitz and 
the Tantrums Saturday, June 
29, 7 p.m. Michigan Lottery 
Amphitheatre at Freedom Hill 

The Temptations & The 
Righteous Brothers Saturday, 
July 27, 7:30 p.m. Michigan Lottery 
Amphitheatre at Freedom Hill

OOnn  SSttaaggee

LLiibbrraarryy

MMuussiicc KKiiddss  &&  TTeeeennssAArroouunndd  TToowwnn SSaavvee  tthhee  ddaattee

To submit an event, email 
News@gazettemediagroup.com. 

Submissions run in the paper space 
permitting. To advertise an event, email 
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.

redbox

THE BROKEN CIRCLE 
I cried so many times while reading 
this book. “The Broken Circle: A 
Memoir of Escaping Afghanistan,” 
by Enjeela Ahmadi-Miller, is a 
sweeping and poetic look at a 
family’s desperate escape from 
Afghanistan in the early 1980s. 
Enjeela and her siblings flee Kabul 
under the cover of night and embark 
on a five-year journey to eventually 
reunite with their parents in India. 
This is a story about the brutalities of 
war and a young girl’s will to 
survive. It shows families aren’t 
defined by place, but by the love 
they have for one another.      

 – Elena Durnbaugh, Editor

NOW IN 
THEATERS

THE HUSTLE 
Comedy, PG-13 

 

TUCA & BERTIE 
Animation/Comedy, TV-MA 

 

SWIMMING WITH 
MEN 

Comedy, Unrated 

THEY SHALL NOT 
GROW OLD 
Documentary, R 

FATHER OF THE BRIDE 
- VAMPIRE WEEKEND 

Rock, Columbia 

LET LOVE HAVE THE LAST 
WORD- COMMON 

Memoir, Atria Books

Gazette Recommends...



by ELENA DURNBAUGH 
The ballpark in downtown 

Utica was filled with an easy 
energy this week as players and 
ballpark staff prepared for 
Opening Weekend, which begins 
Friday, May 10.  

Baseball players milled around 
making jokes, swinging bats, and 
talking to the media on Monday at 
Jimmy John’s Field.  

Utica Unicorns pitcher Donald 
Goodson said he was excited for 
the coming season. It’s his second 
year in the United Shore 
Professional Baseball League, and 
he’s considered one of the 
league’s top pitching prospects.  

Entering its fourth season of 
play, the USPBL has a reputation 
as a pitcher’s league. Since the 
league started in 2016, 27 players 
have signed with Major League 
Baseball and 18 of them have been 
pitchers. That’s good news for 
Goodson, who said he wanted to 
stay focused on his game this 
year.  

“No walks. Staying in the zone. 
Win games,” he said. “That’s 
pretty much it.”  

Baseball players come from 
around the country for the chance 
to improve their game in the 
USPBL and a shot at playing in the 
major league. Goodson said he 
enjoyed the experience of playing 
for the Unicorns last year.  

“You get a lot of fans coming 

out,” he said. “It’s got a minor 
league vibe.”  

Andy Appleby, founder and 
CEO of the USPBL, said that Jimmy 
John’s Field was going to continue 
to invest in game presentation to 
make the experience of coming to 

the ballpark better for fans and 
players. Last year, 61 of the 75 
games played at the field were 
sellouts, and the league hopes to 
do even better this year.  

Appleby also said that as the 
reputation of the USPBL continued 
to grow, fans could expect the 
quality of games to get that much 
better.  

“The baseball’s going to take a 
considerable step up,” he said. 
“We’re going to have a great 
season.”  

This year, the ballpark will be 
expanding programs they 
introduced last season. USPBL 
Dance Crews will be at every game 
to help cheer on the teams and get 
fans excited. Jimmy John’s 
resident bat dog, JJ the Field 
General, will also be working 
every game. JJ is two-years-old 
now, and with age has come the 
maturity to regularly be on the 
field.  

The USPBL is also expanding 
its charitable work. This is the 
first year the league will have a 
formal relationship with Make-A-
Wish Michigan. Features of the 
partnership will include a 

specialty jersey auction, where 
proceeds will be donated to the 
organization, and a Make-A-Wish 
game on Sunday, July 14. The 
USPBL will also help fulfil the 
wishes of Michigan kids, like 
giving them the opportunity to 
throw out a first pitch. These 
small experience will give kids and 
their families a fun experience 
while waiting for their official wish 
to be granted.  

Locally, Jimmy John’s Field 
and the USPBL have made a huge 
impact on the city of Utica. People 
coming into town for baseball 
games don’t just go to the field. 
They also bring business to local 
restaurants and shops. The 
ballpark itself creates 400 jobs 
over the summer and 40 full time 
jobs year round.  

“It’s great when you can do 
well and create a lot of good,” 
Appleby said.  

Gates open on Friday at 6 p.m. 
for the first game of the season 
between the Eastside Hoppers 
and the Birmingham Bloomfield 
Beavers. The first pitch leaves the 
mound at 7:05 p.m. Festivities will 
include a ring ceremony and the 
raising of the 2018 Championship 
flag. 

To purchase tickets, view 
upcoming games and league 
standings, or learn more about the 
USPBL, visit uspbl.com/.  
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ate

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2019 • 11am–2 pm

Octagon chat to cover myths and 
legends of the Civil War

Visit the Octagon House on 
Sunday, May 19 at 2 p.m. as local 
Civil War historian Bill Grandstaff 
shares his presentation on “Myths 
& Legends of the Civil War." 

Many interesting stories 
surround some of the classic 
events in Civil War history, but are 
they true? Learn the true origins 
of “Taps,” and whether or not 
Lincoln wrote the original 
Gettysburg Address on the back of 
an envelope on the train. When 
and where did Decoration Day – or 
as we know it, Memorial Day – 

originate? These and many other 
interesting tales about the Civil 
War will be discussed. 

An admission fee of $5 will 
cover a self-guided tour of the 
Octagon House in addition to the 
scheduled presentation. The 
Loren Andrus Octagon House is 
located at 57500 Van Dyke, just 
north of 26 Mile Road in 
Washington Township. For more 
information, visit 
Octagonhouse.org or call 586-781-
0084. 

USPBL celebrates fourth opening weekend at Jimmy John’s Field Summer in Royal Oak kicks off with 
first-ever Rock 'N' Rides Festival

Celebrate the start of summer 
while helping to support more 
than 20 area charitable and 
community organizations at the 
first ever Rock ‘n’ Rides Royal 
Oak, taking place Thursday, June 
20 through Sunday, June 23. 

The festival focuses on 
bringing together many of the 
charitable and community groups 
in the surrounding area for a large, 
family-friendly gathering with the 
opportunity for partner 
organizations to raise funds for 
their organizations. 

“Rock ‘N’ Rides Royal Oak is an 
amazing opportunity to bring the 
community together to support 
the charitable and community 
organizations that positively 
impact the lives of our neighbors 
and have a whole lot of fun at the 
same time,” said Brett Tillander, 
CEO at Metro Detroit Youth Clubs. 
“We’d like to invite everyone out 
to learn about the great work of 
these organizations. We hope to 
see this festival continue for years 
to come.” 

The festival includes a 
carnival comprised of 18 family 
and thrill rides, including the 
Cliffhanger, Ring of Fire, 
Scrambler, Vertigo, Tornado, Wet 
Boat, Jumpin’ Jumbos, 
TinselTown, and more. 

Rock ‘n’ Rides Royal Oak has a 
lineup of activities for kids, 
including live entertainers ranging 
from magicians and musicians to 
puppet shows and performances 
from local schools and community 
groups. 

Festivalgoers can enjoy tried 
and true favorites such as freshly 
dipped corn dogs, funnel cakes, 
elephant ears and homemade 
lemonade, as well as the 
opportunity to make their own 
slushies. 

Downtown Royal Oak will 
transform 5th Avenue between 
Washington and Center streets 
into a Block Party featuring craft 
beer from local breweries 
including ROAK Brewing and River 
Rouge Brewing Company. It also 
will be home to the Soaring Eagle 
Casino & Resort Music Stage, 
featuring more than 20 bands 
throughout the weekend. 

For every $5 ticket sold, $3 will 
be donated to charitable 
organizations. Each charitable 
partner also will receive a part of 
the carnival revenue and sales 
from beverage booths. 

Tickets are available at 
Rocknridesro.com/tickets/. 
Children under 3 are free. Festival 
entrance is free Thursday and 
Friday, June 21, until 5 p.m. 
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Hit the gym: New Planet Fitness in Shelby  
PLANET FITNESS opened a second location in Shelby Township last 
Saturday at 2020 Auburn Rd. The gym opened its first Shelby location 
at 8260 23 Mile Rd. in 2015.   
Like all Planet Fitness locations, the new gym will be open 24/7 and 
offers memberships starting at $10 per month. This summer, the 
popular fitness club will allow teens between the ages of 15-18 work 
out for free, starting May 15. To learn more, visit planetfitness.com/. 

Late start on your summer beach body? Try these exercises
 

It is never too 
late to look at least 
a little better in 
bathing suits, 

shorts, tank tops, and sundresses. 
Whether you have an incredible 
beach vacation planned, you are 
getting ready for fun days in and 
around the pool, or you simply 
anticipate leisurely afternoons on 
the back porch with friends and 
family members, you can get 
toned quickly with a few strategic 
exercises. Just keep in mind that 
these exercises provide short-
term results unless repeated 
frequently, over time. Also, for 
long-term results and optimal 
health benefits, it is important to 
adhere to a healthy diet and a 
consistent, but realistic fitness 
routine. 

Five Exercises that Yield 
Almost Immediately Noticeable 
Results 

If done correctly, the following 
physical activities force blood into 
the power fibers (sometimes 
times called fast-twitch fibers) of 
muscles, causing them to 
temporarily bloat. This type of 
bloating is the positive kind that 
can make you look more toned 
and beach ready when you want 
to sport your summer best. 

1 – Deadlifts 
Get better, rounder, higher-

sitting glutes with dumbbells! Just 
grab a bar and attach two round 
weights (use weights that feel 
challenging but not painful to lift). 
Stand with your feet hip-width 

apart and use an overhand grip to 
hold the weighted bar in front of 
your thighs, arms extended. Bend 
your knees slightly and bend at 
the hip until the dumbbell is 
nearly touching the ground. 
Repeat for 15 reps. 

2 – Bicep Curls with 
Resistance Bands 

Get the arms you have always 
wanted with resistance bands! 
These indispensable fitness tools 
are used by many devotees to 
sculpt muscles all over the body. 
Here, to quick results with your 
biceps, stand in the middle of the 
resistance band, holding the 
handles at your sides with your 
elbows at your waist. Now, curl 
hands up to your shoulders while 
intentionally flexing your biceps. 
Repeat for 15 reps. 

3 – Sumo Squats 
Get great thighs fast by 

channeling your inner sumo 

wrestler! Stand with your feet 
spaced slightly wider than 
shoulder-width, toes turned out at 
45-degree angles. Now, extend 
your arms in front of you at chest-
height to maintain your balance. 
Next, using your thighs to bend 
from the knees, lower your glutes 
toward the floor. How far can you 
get while still controlling the 
movement? That is where you 
should be working. At the end of 
15 reps, hover in your squat and 
pulse up and down for at least 30 
seconds. 

4 – Regular Squats 
Continue to work thighs and 

squats by shifting your feet and 
moving your body into a “regular” 
squat position. Here, your feet are 
parallel, with toes pointed 
straight, and exactly shoulder-
width apart. Extend your arms in 
front of your chest to steady your 
movements and lower your glutes 
as close to the floor as you can get 
them while retaining your balance 
and control. Perform 10-15 reps 
before maintaining a steady up 
and down pulse in your squat 
position for 20-30 seconds. 

5 – Low Belly Crunches 
Think beyond classic 

crunches to target hard-to-tone 
muscles in your low belly. Just lie 
down on your back with your 
hands resting under your neck, 
elbows bent. Now, bend your 
knees and lift your feet until your 
legs are bent at a 90-degree angle 
in a “table top” position. Lower 
this shape until your feet are 
hovering just above the ground, 
then repeat the process for 10-15 
reps. For an extra challenge, 
straighten your legs and hover 
your feet just above the ground 
for 15 seconds. Gently release. 

 
 
by 
AMY FORTUNE

Don't miss the annual Kidney Walk at the Detroit Zoo May 19
For the past 23 years, more 

than 70,000 metro Detroit walkers 
and supporters have teamed up to 
raise more than $6 million for the 
National Kidney Foundation of 
Michigan’s annual Kidney Walk at 
the Detroit Zoo. The 2019 Walk will 
be held on Sunday, May 19 at the 
Detroit Zoo, located at 8450 West 
10 Mile Road in Royal Oak. 
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. 
and the walk starts at 8:45 a.m. 

“Thanks to our generous 
sponsors, walkers and other 
supporters, we are able to raise 
substantial funds for the NKFM’s 
vital programs and services," said 
National Kidney Foundation of 

Michigan President and CEO, 
Linda Smith-Wheelock. "And 
ninety cents of every dollar goes 
into these prevention programs 
and patient services. Over 
1,000,000 Michiganders have 
chronic kidney disease so our role 
in prevention has become equally 
important." 

Festivities at this year’s event 
will include food, games, prizes, 
music, a kids area with face 
painting and temporary tattoos, a 
kidney Champions’ Tent, 
massages, haircuts and much 
more. 

Participants can register 
onsite on the day of the Walk or 

online before the Walk date. 
Registration is $25 per person 
(over the age of 12) and $15 per 
child for ages 2-12. Kids under the 
age of 2 years old are free. The fee 
includes parking, Zoo admission, 
and activities. Additional 
fundraising beyond the 
registration fee is encouraged. 
Participants who raise $100 or 
more receive a Kidney Walk t-
shirt.  

For more information or to 
register, visit nkfm.org/walks/ or 
call the National Kidney 
Foundation of Michigan at 800-482-
1455. 



HELP WANTED 
Durham School Services, Rochester, 
school bus drivers needed - $17.59 hourly, 
paid training, signing bonus. Call 248-726-
5925 

1/1 

FOR SALE 

Two cemetery plots at White Chapel in 
Garden of the Last Supper. $2,800 - Call 
Anita at 248-770-3595. 

2/2 
White Chapel Cemetary in Garden of 
Peace, section 582 - spaces 1 & 2. 
Cemetary selling for $3,000. Asking $2,200 
- Call Ken 586-243-4849 

2/2 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

1/1 

VOLUNTEER 
Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started 
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN), 
aimed at bringing law enforcement and 
community organizations together in an 
effort to find viable treatment options for 
individuals seeking help to reduce 
dependency with heroin, prescription 
drugs, and alcohol.  
A person struggling with any drug addic-
tion can come to any of the participating 
police agencies and ask for help. They will 
be greeted with support, compassion and 
respect. Hope Not Handcuffs volunteer 
‘Angels’ help with paperwork and provide 
compassionate support until a treatment 
option is found.  Angel's can choose their 
own time slot by signing up to be on call 
for just 2 four hour blocks per month. 

To sign up and learn more, visit  
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer  

 

VOLUNTEER 
Forgotten Harvest is a non-profit organiza-
tion that collects surplus food and redistrib-
utes it to local charities, providing families 
in the metro-Detroit area with fresh and 
nutritious food. 

Not only do their efforts benefit those in 
need in the community who need it most, 
they also help reduce food waste in the 
area by collecting large quantities of food 
from restaurants, wholesalers, and  
caterers.  
Forgotten Harvest is always in need of 
monetary donations and volunteers.  
Visit ForgottenHarvest.org for more 
information on how to donate your 
time, energy, and efforts to this worthy 
cause.   

ADOPT A PET 
The Humane Society of Macomb works to 
prevent cruelty to animals, and place 
adoptable pets into good, permanent 
homes with responsible owners and pro-
mote spaying and neutering to prevent 
overpopulation. The Humane Society of 
Macomb has many cats, dogs, puppies 
and kittens waiting for a new home. They 
are open Monday through Saturday, 10 
a.m.– 3 p.m. for adoptions. Give them a 
call at 586-731-9210, and visit them at 
11350 22 Mile Road in Utica. 
 

Brodie 

ADOPT A PET 
Minjee 

Stella 

Crissy

CLASSIFIEDS 
May 10, 2019

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 
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Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
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RECYCLE  
THIS 

PAPER 

GetYourGazette.com 

@SUMWGazette

@ShelbyGazette

Sudoku

GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes 
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspa-
pers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past 
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. 
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 

 

Part-Time Event Coordinator
• Assist in planning, producing and executing events

• Proficient with Mac, Excel, Word, Google Docs 
• Must be organized and comfortable multitasking

• Must be reliable and able to work in Troy Office  

Email resume to
Assistant@GazetteMediaGroup.com
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One of the 
best ways to 

ensure integrity in government is 
transparency. Unfortunately, 
Michigan ranks among the least 
transparent states in the nation, 
and this is in large part due to 
limitations in the state’s public 
records laws. Michigan is one of 
only two states – the other being 
Massachusetts – whose public 
records laws do not apply to the 
governor and lieutenant governor. 
Additionally, Michigan and Idaho 
are the only two states that do not 
require elected officials to make 
personal financial disclosures. 
Although Michigan is one of the 46 
states that provides some public 
access to legislative records, it is 
one of only eight states to not 
cover legislators themselves 
under the state’s freedom of 
information law. 

Some of this could change if a 
bipartisan group of legislators get 
their way. Bills have been 
introduced to make both the 
executive and legislative branches 
subject to freedom of information 
laws. Similar bills have been 
introduced but stalled before ever 
making it to the governor’s desk. 

Rep. Daire Rendon (R-Lake 
City) and Rep. Vanessa Guerra (D-
Saginaw) have spearheaded a 
package of bills that would 
expand coverage of the Michigan 
Freedom of Information Act to 

include the governor and 
lieutenant governor; they are also 
the primary backers of bills to 
create the Legislative Open 
Records Act (LORA), which would 
apply similar records laws to 
legislators. To combat concerns 
raised by those who opposed 
expanding records laws to 
legislators in the past, the LORA 
bills would exempt some sensitive 
records, including 
communications with 
constituents and documents 
related to ongoing investigations. 

The bills received bipartisan 
support, garnering nearly 70 
cosponsors and passing in the 
House of Representatives without 
any “Nay” votes. The bills are 
currently in committee in the 
Senate. 

Implementing a financial 
disclosure law may prove to be 
more of an uphill battle. Former 
Democratic Senator Steve Bieda 
introduced a financial disclosure 
bill seven times while in office; the 
most recent bill, introduced in 
2018, died in committee. Earlier 
this year Secretary of State 
Jocelyn Benson advocated for the 
legislature to pass a financial 
disclosure bill, but it received a 
cold reception from Senate 
Majority Leader Mike Shirkey (R-
Clarklake), who expressed 
concern that – along with term 
limits – it could discourage people 
from running for office. Speaker of 
the House Lee Chatfield (R-
Levering) was open to the idea 
but wanted to see a specific 
proposal before jumping on 
board. 

Sen. Shirkey’s concerns are 
overblown; 48 other states have 
managed to enact financial 

disclosure laws without 
inadvertently eradicating 
competitive elections. Ironically, 
in Idaho—the only other state to 
also lack a financial disclosure 
law—40% of legislative candidates 
faced no challenger on the ballot 
in 2018. Clearly there are more 
significant disincentives to 
running for office. 

The time for Michigan to join 
the majority of other states in 
support of government 
transparency is long overdue. The 
Michigan Senate has repeatedly 
been the primary roadblock to 
passage of transparency laws, and 
new Senate leadership has the 
opportunity to change that. 
Michigan voters and residents 
deserve to know not only what is 
happening in Lansing but why. 
Expanding freedom of information 
laws and requiring financial 
disclosures from lawmakers will 
help Michiganders more easily 
determine the “why?” 

Transparency long overdue in Michigan

PERSPECTIVES 
   
Op-Ed by   
NATHAN INKS
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PLAY        TRAIN        ENTERTAIN

LESSONS - LEAGUES - PRIVATE EVENTS

Book online at www.xgolfshelby.com
or  www.xgolfrochesterhills.com

45599 Market St. • Shelby Townshipy p
586-991-6190

1134 S Rochester Rd. • Rochester Hills
248-759-4195

WEDNESDAY NIGHT at Villa Penna was the site of a retirement 
celebration for Brig. General Doug Slocum, who is stepping down 
after a four-year run as commander of Selfridge Air National Guard 
Base in Macomb. Pictured above at the party, State Sen. Mike 
MacDonald's District Director Phil Rode, General Doug Slocum, and 
Sen. MacDonald's Community Outreach Director Kerry Jantz. 
General Slocum, Senator MacDonald, and Kerry Jantz are all 
residents of Macomb Township.

THE UTICA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT is asking for the 
public's help in identifying these 
suspected liquor thieves in the 
picture. If you can provide any 
information on their identities, 
call the Utica Police Department 
at 586-731-2345 and ask for Det 
Morabito. Use case reference 
number 19-4370.

State Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Shirkey (R-Clarklake)

Starting Friday, May 10 at 10 
p.m., crews will be closing both 
directions of I-75 for bridge 
demolition at Wattles and 
Crooks/Corporate. 

Since these bridges are over 
the freeway, it is not safe to do 
this work with freeway traffic 
moving underneath. The freeway 
and ramps will be closed from I-
696 to Square Lake until 5 a.m. on 
Monday, May 13. 

More updates are available at 
Modernize75.com/. 

I-75 Closure Update


