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By ANDREW NEAL
Wednesday's Macomb Township

board of trustees meeting featured a
motion to hire a certified purchasing
professional, as recommended by the
finance director, but the motion failed
on a 3-3 vote, as the deciding vote
remains vacant.

The clerk's office requested the
human resources department to ask
the board to initiate the recruitment
process to hire a purchasing special-
ist in the finance department.

As trustee Tim Bussineau pointed
out, the position was created in 2010
but never filled. Finance director
Stacy Smith offered to provide some
contextual history of the position and
why it was never filled.

"In January of 2010, the board
did approve the purchasing policy
and approve a purchasing specialist
position. It was decided I think infor-
mally to not fill that position and we
continued on with the purchasing pol-
icy," Smith said.

"The township has grown approx-
imately 20% in population growth
since 2010. The operating expenses of
the proprietary fund has increased
67%, governmental funds operating
expense 10%, payroll expenses have
increased 27%, and we've added three
new departments since then."

Smith noted that in 2010 an out-
side consultant wrote a letter recom-
mending the hiring of a purchasing
specialist. She also cited the town-
ship's growth in the last 10 years and
the decentralized approach of pur-
chasing process as evidence of a need
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Yell Sweets Now Serving Cupcakes in Shelby Township
SHELBY TOWNSHIP'S NEWEST sweet spot is Yell Sweets, located at 14142 Lakeside Blvd North. This week,
the Macomb County Chamber helped celebrate the grand opening with a ribbon cutting. Owner and pastry
chef Danielle Jackson told the Gazette, "My passion is baking. I've been doing it since I was a little girl. And
now with Yell Sweets, you don't need to go to Birmingham or Royal Oak to get cupcakes anymore. Shelby
Township has their own." Yell Sweets can be reached at 313-808-9694 and found on Facebook @YellSweets.

Proudly serving the communities of Shelby, Utica & Macomb every Friday • www.GetYourGazette.com
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Macomb Spring Home
Show Feb 17-18

Don't miss the 7th Annual Macomb
Spring Home Improvement Show
Saturday, February 17 and Sunday,
February 18 at the Macomb Sports &
Expo Center, 14500 East 12 Mile Road
(at Hayes) on the campus of Macomb
Community College.

Exhibits include the latest kitchen
and bath designs, room additions, roof-
ing options, swimming pools, siding,
decks, landscaping, patio furniture,
heating, cooling, windows, doors and
more. With free parking and free admis-
sion, this is the perfect Home Show for
all metro Detroit area homeowners,
especially Eastsiders!

Visit the Macomb Sports & Expo
Center on Saturday, February 17 from
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. and Sunday, February
18 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. To learn more,
visit YourHomeShows.com.

Veterans Department
Seeking Volunteers

The Macomb County Veterans
Department is looking for volunteers to
donate a few hours per month.

A volunteer could choose to help
with one (or more) of the following
tasks: Answer phones at the Legal Aid
Office, Drive Veterans to and from the
VA Hospital for morning appointments,
Red Carpet Registration,” set up
appointments, and get their informa-
tion. Those interested should call
Veteran Services at 586-469-5315. 

Presidents’ Day is
Monday: County Offices
and Courts Closed

Macomb County government
offices and the courts will be closed on
Monday, February 19, in observance of
Presidents’ Day. County offices and
courts will re-open at 8:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, February 20.

For additional information, or to
confirm this official closing, call 586-
469-5125 or the Office of the County
Executive at 586-469-7001.

See BOARD OF TRUSTEES, page 2

Great Lakes Nature Center Coming to Macomb County in 2019

SATURDAY
2-17-18 • 10am-6pm

SUNDAY
2-18-18 • 10am-4pm

14500 E. 12 Mile Rd, Warren (Corner of 12 Mile & Hayes) - Building P

at the Macomb Community Expo Center

FREE ADMISSION

We are more than just houses, We are FAMILY – Built on values to live by. Call 248-709-3786 • LindaReaTeam.com
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Real Estate One and 
Rochester's #1 listing and sales TEAM! 

RESPECTED • RECOMMENDED • REFERRED

Congratulations to Yell Sweets on their Grand Opening!
We love seeing new businesses in our community!

See our reviews at Facebook.com/TheLindaReaTeam

The Detroit Zoo announced this
week plans to bring a $10 million
nature center to Macomb County.

Zoo officials and local leaders
said that construction on the pro-
posed 20,000 square foot facility
would begin within the year, although
they have yet to choose an exact loca-
tion. Detroit Zoo CEO Ron Kagan said
at the announcement Tuesday, "cer-
tainly it should be on the water."

Macomb County Executive Mark
Hackel took to social media to high-
light the new attraction, saying,
"When it opens by the end of 2019, it is
expected to welcome between 150,000

to 200,000 visitors annually."
Public Works Commissioner

Candice Miller was also on hand for
the announcement. Miller is a member
of the Detroit Zoological Society and
was a part of the unanimous vote of
approval at a recent meeting. She
mentioned that she would soon be
calling on donors for support.

According to the press release on
the Detroit Zoo website, The Great
Lakes Nature Center will be home to a
number of Great Lakes fish, including
lake sturgeon and paddle fish – which
are now extinct in the Great Lakes –
and will focus on conservation efforts

for these and other endangered
species. It will include habitats for
native amphibians, reptiles, turtles,
small mammals, shorebirds, and birds
of prey – many of which will have been
rescued and non-releasable, such as
sandhill cranes – and will also feature
a native butterfly garden.

The Great Lakes Nature Center
will be primarily funded through pri-
vate and foundation contributions. In
addition, efforts are underway to
secure public funding from various
environmental departments and agen-
cies. The make a donation, call Tricia
Brosnahan at 248-336-5728.
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to hire a certified professional to over-
see the entire process from start to
finish.

Treasurer Goodhue said that
while she was not opposed to hiring
the specialist, she felt it premature to
begin the recruiting process before
the board considered updating the
purchasing policy first.

"I think we also need to under-
stand the concerns listed in the audit
of our staff," Goodhue said. "We could
then look for solutions using and
working with existing staff and
resources and create a plan that will
be as complete and cost-effective as
possible."

Goodhue suggested the three full
time elected officials work with human

resources to audit the purchasing pol-
icy before recruiting and hiring a spe-
cialist.

Goodhue said if the township
hired a specialist, "Right now, they
would not have a plan."

"How do you know they wouldn't
have a plan?" Clerk Pozzi asked
Goodhue. "They would work with
myself and Stacy so how do you know
they wouldn't have a plan? they don't
fall under you."

Goodhue again cited the need to
audit and adjust the purchasing poli-
cy, but Pozzi responded that this
could be done in coordination with
the new specialist. "It would be in our
best interest to get somebody that's in
the position now that can start ... you
said to be reactive. I think it's about

time we react. We've had two indict-
ments due to contracts. We have to
react," Pozzi said before calling the
delay "ridiculous."

The finance director said she
would have preferred they hire a spe-
cialist 10 years ago when the outside
consultant had recommended it. "I'm
telling you, I don't have time to start-
to-finish all of the purchasing duties
on top of the other duties," Smith said.

She added that, compared to sur-
rounding communities, Macomb
Township's finance department is
understaffed as it is.

Clerk Pozzi seemed to take excep-
tion to Goodhue's questions and calls
for delay, noting that she did not ask
the same types of questions or pres-
ent any research when several other
department heads came up in the
meeting and received approval for
their hiring requests.

Trustee Bussineau made a motion
to initiate the recruitment process to
hire the purchasing specialist and was
supported by Pozzi.

Goodhue, Dunn, and Krzeminski
voted no. Along with Pozzi and
Bussineau’s support, after a moment
of contemplation, Nevers voted yes,
but since trustee Bucci's seat remains
vacant after his corruption indict-
ments, the vote was tied at 3-3 and the
motion failed.

After the vote, supervisor Dunn
recommended the board move for-
ward with auditing the purchasing pol-
icy and suggested that perhaps after
that, a combined vote of approving
the adjusted policy and hiring a spe-
cialist could be taken.

A vote was not taken on that rec-
ommendation.

The next board of trustees meet-
ing is scheduled for Wednesday,
February 28. You can watch the latest
board meeting on the township's
YouTube channel by searching
MTGAcable.

Board Split 3-3 on Hiring Purchasing Specialist

� High quality preschools

� Literacy-rich methods designed for the early learner

� Connection to the Troy School District curriculum to
ensure learning for all

� Increased time in class

� Engagement fostered through play-based experiences
critical to brain development

� Daily active hands-on learning for deeper learning

� Home/school partnerships

� 1:8 teacher/student ratio (class maximum size is 16)

� Collaboration with kindergarten teachers and reading
specialists to better prepare students for success in
kindergarten and beyond

For more information, call 248-823-5100
or visit www.troyceonline.com

Troy School District
Preschool Parent 
Information Night

Visit Our Open Houses at 
Our Current Locations

Tuesday, March 13th - 6:30-7:30 pm
Costello Elementary - 1333 Hamman

Hamilton Elementary - 5625 Northfield Pkwy.
Hill Elementary - 4600 Forsyth

Leonard Elementary - 4401 Tallman
Morse Elementary - 475 Cherry

Niles Center - 201 W. Square Lake
Schroeder Elementary - 3541 Jack Dr.

Troy Union Elementary - 1340 E. Square Lake
Wass Elementary - 2340 Willard

Services Building, 4420 Livernois

Registration begins online 
March 19, 2018 @ 8 am.

Tuesday, March 6th - 6:30-7:30 pm

BOARD OF TRUSTEES, From page 1

2018 State of Macomb Township Address
Macomb Township Supervisor

Janet Dunn will give her 2018 State of
Macomb Township address on Friday,
March 16.

The event will be held at the
Sycamore Hills Golf Club in Macomb
Township. Registration begins at 8
a.m., with breakfast available for those
in attendance. The official program

starts at 8:45 a.m.
Admission is $25 for Macomb

Chamber members, Macomb
Township residents and township per-
sonnel. General admission is $35. Call
Heather Schmuckel at 586-493-7600
with questions about the event, or to
learn more about the sponsorship
opportunities available.

Utica Fire & Ice Festival
Lives Up to Its Name

The City of Utica is celebrating
another successful Fire & Ice Festival,
held last weekend in partnership with
Jimmy John's Field and the United
Shore Professional Baseball League.
The event certainly lived up to its
name as evidence by the picture on
the right, originally posted to the
Utica Public Library Facebook page.

"The 2018 Utica Ice Festival was a
huge success!" the City of Utica posted
on social media after the event.
"Thank you to everyone that made it
out and supported our community!!"

From ice skating and ice carving,
fireworks and food trucks, the festival
draws crowds of all ages every year.
As the weather gets warmer, Utica has
plans for monthly food truck rallies in
2018, which will feature live music and
nearly a dozen food trucks to choose
from.

Stay up to date with upcoming
events in Utica at utica-events.com.

SHELBY TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR Rick Stathakis was visited this week by a
local troop of scouts. "Through the Township doors yesterday came our future
leaders of America: Boy Scout Troop 1973," Stathakis posted to his Facebook
page with the above photo. "I look forward to seeing them at the Board of
Trustees meeting March 6 as they lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance."
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assisted living
& memory care

Bickford of 
Shelby Township

48251 Schoenherr Rd. Shelby Township, MI 48315
586.685.5800 • enrichinghappiness.com/shelbytownship

BBiiiccckkkffoorrrdd of 
Shhheelbbyb TToownsshhipp

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS
OPENING SUMMER 2018

Listen and learn about what to do when home is no longer safe and Assisted 
Living or Memory Care is needed, from Elder Law Attorney, Ms. Audra Woods 

while enjoying a wonderful complimentary dinner at Andiamo’s!

Thinking About Moving A Loved One into Assisted Living?

Call Laura Smigielski, 
Executive Director

 at Bickford of Shelby Township 
at 586-685-5800 to register. 

Seating is limited.

Date & Time:
Thursday, February 22nd 

at 5:30pm
Presentation from 6pm - 7pm

Location:
Andiamo’s

14425 Lakeside Circle, 
Sterling Heights

DPOAs…When and How 
to Activate them Dine & Learn

Richard Straughen, of Eisenhower
High School, has been named the 2018
AP Teacher of the Year for the College
Board’s Midwestern Region.

“Mr. Straughen challenges all of
his students with a focus on providing

them the tools they need to be suc-
cessful in college and careers,” super-
intendent Dr. Christine Johns said. “He
is also an advocate for the critical
importance of expanding computer sci-
ence opportunities for all students. Our
region is a leader in automation and
engineering, and I applaud his work to
give his students a competitive advan-
tage for these high paying jobs.”

Straughen, who is in his 14th year
of teaching, will be honored by the
College Board on February 19 at its
Midwestern Regional Forum.

“I am happy to receive the award,
but it is a greater recognition of the
work at our school and district,”
Straughen said. “It is the culture that
we have developed here.”

The award recognizes Straughen
for his commitment to create more
opportunities for students to take part
in advanced placement, his work to
increase equity and access in his com-
puter science programs, and his dedi-

cation to grow professionally.
Advanced Placement courses pro-

vide students with college-level cur-
riculum and provides them an oppor-
tunity to take a national exam that may
result in college credit. UCS offers 31
different AP courses for secondary stu-
dents.

“Advanced Placement programs
gives students a sense of the expecta-
tions of what they will face in college,”
Straughen said.

He said the increased focus on
computer science program reflects the
rapid changes facing graduates.

“Computers are everywhere and
they are not going away,” he said. “In
every job today you need to use tech-
nology.”

The Washington Historical
Museum, located at 58230 Van Dyke
(north of 26 Mile Road), will be open on
Sunday, February 18, from 1-4 p.m. The
historical society will host its annual
George Washington Birthday Party. 

Visitors can tour the museum
exhibits and view the 27 finalist entries
for the 2018 George Washington Art
Contest. Cherry desserts will be
served. This event is free and all are
welcome (donations appreciated).
Macomb County Bicentennial

Passports will be available for visitors.
This is a participating site.

Winners of the George Washington
Art Contest will be announced at 11:15
a.m. on Tuesday, February 20, in the
gym at the Washington Elementary
School (next to the museum).
Following the student assembly, the 27
finalists from the 3rd, 4th, and 5th
grades will celebrate with a pizza party
at the museum.

For more information, call 586-
786-5304 or go to www.washhistsoc.org

George Washington Birthday Party at
Washington Historical Museum

UCS Earns National Certificate of
Excellence for Financial Reporting

For the sixth straight year, Utica
Community Schools has earned
national recognition for its high stan-
dards in reporting financial informa-
tion to its community.

The district is among approxi-
mately 500 nationally to earn a
Certificate of Excellence in Financial
Reporting award for its
Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR) from the Association of
School Business Officials
International.

“UCS is committed to providing its
taxpayers with comprehensive finan-
cial information that reflects their
investment in our schools,” superin-
tendent Dr. Christine Johns said. “This
national recognition reaffirms an
important accountability measure of
our school district.”

Districts are awarded the recogni-
tion based on a review of their CAFR
documents by a team of professional
auditors. The CAFR certificate was
awarded for the 2016-2017 fiscal audit.

Eisenhower Teacher Named Top
AP Educator in the Midwest



High School Sports

DAKOTA VARSITY WRESTLING just took home the District Championship, and now 13 of 14 wrestlers will head to
Regionals to compete for the Cougars.

Shelby•Utica•Macomb
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BOYS BASKETBALL
FEB 12 vs L’ANSE CREUSE NORTH (W)
Next Game: TUE, FEB 27 at 7 p.m. vs LAKESHORE

GIRLS BASKETBALL
FEB 12 vs STERLING HEIGHTS (W)
Next Game: WED, FEB 21 at 7 p.m. vs FORD

BOYS BASKETBALL (L)
FEB 8 vs DAKOTA
Next Game: TUE, FEB 20 at 7 p.m. vs UTICA

GIRLS BASKETBALL (W)
FEB 12 vs PORT HURON NORTHERN
Next Game: WED, FEB 21 at 7 p.m. vs COUSINO

GIRLS BASKETBALL
FEB 5 vs STERLING HEIGHTS (W)
Next Game: TUE, FEB 20 at 7 p.m. at STONEY CREEK

BOYS BASKETBALL
FEB 13 vs PORT HURON NORTH (W)
Next Game: TUE, FEB 20 at 7 p.m. at EISENHOWER
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UTICA VARSITY WRESTLING senior Dylan Page (3rd from left) took third place at
the District Tournament Feb 10. Page will compete at Regionals as an individual.

EISENHOWER VARSITY HOCKEY looks to improve on its record against Dakota February 17 at 8:30 p.m. The game
will take place at Suburban Ice Macomb.

— Sports page curated by Jacob Rogers
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The Macomb County Sheriff's
Office took to social media this week
to address a wanted post (pictured

below) that has been circulating with
what they are calling inaccurate
information.

"We have received several mes-
sages and phone calls regarding this
post that is traveling around
Facebook," the MCSO post reads.
"This is NOT a Macomb County
Sheriff's Office incident. This incident
was reported to Stony Creek
Metropark Police."

MCSO says they have contacted
the person and asked them to remove
the signs "because they are inaccu-
rate," however it appears the only
inaccuracy is that this incident is
being handled by Stony Creek Police
and not MCSO (as stated on the flyer)
and they would like to stop receiving
calls about the alleged assault.

“If someone does have informa-
tion they would be frustrated if we
can not help and then get transferred
several times,” MCSO commented on
the social media post.

The woman who posted the
signs says she was walking her dog in
the park along a trail and a man con-
fronted and blocked her from contin-
uing along the path. A verbal alterca-
tion ensued and according to the vic-
tim, "He then shoved me off the trail,
hard with both hands. Had to call the
cops."

Anyone with information about
the incident is asked to call the Stony
Creek Metropark Police at 586-781-
4242, and not the Macomb Sheriff's
Office.

Sheriff's Office: Don’t Call Us About Park Assault Governor Reappoints Shelby
Treasurer to MET Board of Directors

Governor Rick Snyder last week
announced the reappointment of
Michael Flynn of Shelby Township to
the Michigan Education Trust (MET)
board of directors.

Housed within the Michigan

Department of Treasury, the nine-mem-
ber board oversees the function of the
MET program. MET is a Section 529 pre-
paid tuition program that helps
Michigan residents save for higher edu-
cation while avoiding rising tuition
rates.

"I thank Michael for his continued
commitment to helping Michiganders
save for college," Snyder said.

Flynn is the treasurer of the Charter
Township of Shelby and serves as the
treasurer and trustee of the Shelby
Township Fire & Police Pension System.
He will continue to serve as the nomi-
nee of the Senate Majority Leader.

Flynn will serve a three-year term
expiring December 31, 2020. His
appointment is subject to the advice
and consent of the Senate.

PARTY TRAYSPARTY TRAYS
ADVANCE ORDERS ALWAYS ENCOURAGED

Chicken
50 Pieces . . . . . . . . . .$69.50
74 Pieces . . . . . . . . .$102.86
100 Pieces . . . . . . . .$137.00
150 Pieces . . . . . . . .$205.50
200 Pieces . . . . . . . .$274.00

Call for prices on any amount

Wing Dings
50 Wing Dings  . . . . . .$38.00
50 Wing Dings BBQ

or Hot N Spicy  . . .$45.60

BBQ Ribs
1-10 Servings (3 Slabs) . . . .$66.00
15- 20 Servings (6 Slabs)  .$130.50
25-30 Servings (9 Slabs) . .$195.75

CHICKEN • RIBS • SEAFOOD
1990 E. Auburn Rd. at Dequindre

ROCHESTER HILLS
248-853-3366

Open Daily 11 am www.northshack.com

Bucket of
Chicken

Any regular mix • 12,16 or 24 pc.

$500OFF
No coupon necessary. Limited time offer.
Not valid with other specials or coupons.

DAILY LUNCH
SPECIALS

Includes FREE 16 oz Fountain Drink

11:00-3:00 PM Daily
$699

2 Regular Mix
4 Piece Chicken Dinners

No coupon necessary. Limited time offer.
Not valid with other specials or coupons.

BUCKET BONANZA
MONDAY

TWO FOR
TUESDAY

PARTY TRAYS

$699
Includes Broasted Potatoes or Fries & Roll 

$1560

Side Orders
Broasted Potatoes or French Fries
12-15 Servings  . . .$17.99
30-35 Servings  . . .$37.00
Cole Slaw 25-30 Servings

(Gallon)  . . . . . . . . . . . .$17.99
Small Pan Mushrooms  . . $17.99
Rolls  . . . . . . . . . . . .Each  . .$.35

Per Doz $3.49

Boneless Breast Tenders
50 Tenders . . . . . . . . .$75.00
50 BBQ Tenders  . . . . .$90.00
Sauce Sold Separatey

BUCKET SPECIALS:
Chicken & BBQ Ribs $4299 or BBQ Chicken & BBQ Ribs $4699

12 Pcs Chicken, Bar-B-Q Slab, Large Broasted Potatoes, Cole Slaw, 6 rolls

Wing Ding Special $3099 30 Wing Dings, Large Broasted Potatoes, Cole Slaw 4 rolls

Shrimp Special $28 24 Pcs Shrimp, Large Broasted Potatoes, Cole Slaw, 4 rolls & Cocktail Sauce

and Choice of Broasted Potatoes, Fries or Cole Slaw

& Chips
We also have Shrimp, Scallops, Tilapia and Perch meals!

16 pcs batter dipped cod, large broasted potatoes
or french fries, cole slaw, 6 rolls and tartar sauce

$2599

Feast
Fish

House Approves Bill to
Protect Drivers During
Police Interactions

The Michigan House last week
unanimously approved legislation
introduced by state Rep. Peter Lucido
to require the drivers training curricu-
lum to include instruction on what to
do if pulled over by law enforcement.

Currently, it is not an educational
requirement to teach drivers what to
do when pulled over.

“In recent years across the country
we’ve seen videos of traffic stops gone
wrong. This bill focuses on safety, and
drivers knowing their rights,” said
Lucido, of Shelby Township. “This leg-
islation ensures public safety and offi-
cer safety.”

This bill requires that people
going through drivers training be
taught what to do when emergency
lights are activated by law enforcement
through pulled over process.

Lucido said Illinois recently
amended its law to require driver’s
education to teach students the proper
procedure when pulled over by police. 

House Bill 4705 specifically
amends the section within the
Michigan Driver Education Provider
and Instructor Act to include the fol-
lowing: “Classroom instruction shall
include information concerning the
proper actions to be taken by a driver
during a traffic stop.”

The text does not state what spe-
cific information will be provided to
drivers training students. Michigan HB
4705 was referred to the Committee on
Transportation on Tuesday.

Shelby Township Business Awards
Shelby Township businesses that

have made significant contributions to
the economy will be recognized at the
2nd Annual Shelby Township Business
Awards on Friday, March 9. The awards
celebrate Shelby’s best corporate citi-
zens across several key sectors. 

This year, Acadia Home Builders,
KUKA Robotics, Team Rehabilitation,
and Da Francesco’s will be awarded. 

Amazon will also be recognized for

its contributions to community rede-
velopment.

The ceremony will be held at the
KUKA Robotics Tech Center, located at
51870 Shelby Parkway in Shelby, from
7:30-9:30 a.m. Tickets cost $20 for
Sterling Heights Regional Chamber
members. Tickets for general admis-
sion cost $25. To register, visit
shrcci.com.

— Elena Durnbaugh 
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Dominic S. Moceri, 86, Hall of
Fame Builder and Developer of resi-
dential communities in southeastern
Michigan, passed away of natural
causes amongst his loving family at

his Florida residence on February 7,
2018. Mr. Moceri, who was born in
Detroit in 1931, was known as the
"Silent Giant" and forever changed
the landscape of the region.

As Detroit’s post-war economy
expanded, Dominic and his father,
Sebastian "Buster" Moceri, realized
growth would take off in the suburbs.
And when the federal highway con-
struction boom extended I-75 up
through the middle of Michigan, he
realized people would be able to
quickly travel longer distances from
home to work. Together, they
acquired prime parcels of land
throughout southeast Michigan,
which would become homes for gen-
erations of Michigan families. Mr.
Moceri teamed up with his in-laws
the Grillo, Palazzolo, Lombardo, and
Chirco families.

While known in recent years for
luxury homes, the Moceri family has
built more than 55,000 residences in a
wide array of styles — luxury homes,
ranches, condominiums, apartments,
manufactured homes, and senior liv-
ing communities.

Giving back to the community is
the cornerstone of Mr. Moceri's lega-

cy. Through philanthropy, Dominic
and Frances Moceri have assisted
families in becoming healthier, safer,
cultured, and educated.

The various beneficiaries of their
giving include: Beaumont Health, the
National MS Society, The Weizman
Institute of Science, National
Holocaust Museum, Innovation Hills
Special Sensory Playground for the
Disabled, various Catholic Charities,
Community Parks, Paralyzed
Veterans of America Michigan
Chapter, The Veterans Tribute of
Oakland Township, De LaSalle
Collegiate High School, Italian
American Cultural Society, Charter
Benefactors of The Oakland
University School of Medicine, The
Rainbow Connection (Making Dreams
Come True for Michigan Children
with Life Threatening Illnesses),
Oakland Church, and clean water ini-
tiatives in Nigeria ... to name a few.

Mr. Moceri has been often quot-
ed as saying with his bright smile, “I
have never been poor by the nature
of giving.”

Dominic S. Moceri is survived by
his wife, Frances (Grillo) of sixty
years, his 6 sons, Sebastian, Michael
(Beverly), Jerome (Deborah),
Dominic J. (Anna), Mariano (Maria),
Frank, 19 grandchildren and 10 great
grandchildren.

Visitation will be on February
17 and 18 (2 - 8 p.m.) at the Wujek-
Calcaterra and Sons Funeral
Home, 54880 N. Van Dyke in Shelby
Township. Funeral Mass will be on
February 19 at 10 a.m., at St.
Andrews Catholic Church, 1400
Inglewood Ave. in Rochester. And
internment will follow on
February 19 at Noon at White
Chapel Cemetery, 621 W. Long Lake
Rd. in Troy.

For donations to honor the
memory of Dominic S. Moceri the
family suggests, in lieu of flowers,
please donate to Beaumont
Foundation (Troy Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit) or the charity
of your choice.

DOMINIC S. MOCERI

“Silent Giant” Dominic Moceri
Dies of Natural Causes

Nino’s International Weekend Feb. 23-25
Nino Salvaggio International

Marketplace is celebrating the variety of
global cultures found around the world
with its fifth annual International
Weekend. The free event will be held
Friday, February 23 through Sunday,
February 25 at all three locations: 17496
Hall Rd. in Clinton Township, 6835
Rochester Rd. in Troy and 27900 Harper
Ave. in St. Clair Shores.

Enjoy ethnic food samplings,
recipes and live entertainment. Foods

from more than 15 countries and regions
– from France to Italy to Poland – are all
included in the fun.

“We are proud to once again host our
annual International Weekend, a cus-
tomer favorite, to showcase food, wine
and other items from around the world
that we carry in our markets,” said Kirk
Taylor, president of Nino Salvaggio.

Hours for the event are 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Sunday.

Beaumont Doctors: Tamiflu Isn’t for Everyone

Bellbrook

Fever. Coughs. Aches.  With this
year’s serious flu outbreak, these symp-
toms strike fear into parents, sending
them scrambling to pediatricians’
offices. Adults with similar symptoms
are filling the waiting rooms of doctors’
offices everywhere. 

Tamiflu, an antiviral medication,
can help some patients feel better. But,
the drug isn’t for everyone.

“In most cases, Tamiflu should not
be used to prevent the flu. It does not
act as a booster for the flu shot.  We pre-
fer to reserve the medicine for people
who actually have the flu,” Beaumont
infectious disease physician Paul
Chittick, M.D., said.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has specific recommenda-
tions about which patients should
receive Tamiflu.

Richard Weiermiller, M.D., is a
Beaumont pediatrician. More and more
parents are asking him to prescribe
Tamiflu for their children. But, he refus-
es unless the child actually has the flu.

“Some doctors disagree and will
prescribe Tamiflu if parents pressure
them,” Dr. Weiermiller said. 

Some areas of the country have
experienced shortages of Tamiflu,
which makes it tougher for people who
actually have the flu to get the drug. 

“Tamiflu is most useful for patients

two or three days after symptoms begin.
However, doctors can prescribe it out-
side that window if a patient has an
impaired immune system (cancer, organ
transplant, HIV), is pregnant, is ill
enough to require hospitalization, or
has severe underlying lung disease,” Dr.
Chittick said.

According to the CDC, flu symp-
toms include some or all of the follow-
ing: fever and/or chills, cough, sore
throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or
body aches, and fatigue (tiredness)

The best advice physicians like Drs.
Chittick and Weiermiller have to offer is:
stay home if you’re feeling sick.  



You use your hands to do so many
things: tie your shoes, open jars,
drive, and use your phone, to name
just a few. It’s hard to do much of any-
thing without them, but as you get
older, they can get weaker and less
flexible. Some hand problems can
even be signs of certain health condi-
tions. Know what to look out for so
you keep them in good shape.

Grip Strength
You can lose this naturally as you

age, especially after 65, and that can
make it harder to do everyday tasks. If
your grip gets weaker over time, it’s
probably caused by brittle bones,
arthritis, or muscle loss. If it happens
suddenly, it might be a sign of a more
serious problem, like diabetes, heart
disease, or high blood pressure.

Grip Strength: Treatment
An occupational or physical thera-

pist can test the strength in your
hands and help you regain or keep it.
You also can do many exercises at
home. For example, you might
squeeze something like a tennis ball
as hard as you can for 3 to 5 seconds,
then rest briefly -- do that 10 times
with each hand. Start with once a day
or once every other day, depending on
how your hands feel.

Tremors
Your hands can shake for many

reasons at any age, but it’s more com-
mon after 50. Some medicines -- like
mood stabilizers and drugs that treat
seizures or migraines -- can cause it or
make it worse. Anxiety, stress, low
blood sugar, being tired, or having too
much caffeine can, too. An “active”
tremor happens when you try to use
your hands. A “passive” tremor hap-
pens when your hands are at rest.

Tremors: Treatment
While it may bother you, an active

tremor is usually harmless. Changes
in diet and lifestyle can help -- drinking
less caffeine, for example. But a pas-
sive tremor can be a sign of a serious
problem, including a tumor or a brain
disease, such as Parkinson’s. See your
doctor right away if you have these
kinds of tremors.

Arthritis
This inflames your joints, and it’s

especially common in places where
you’ve had breaks, sprains, or frac-
tures, even if they were treated. You’re
more likely to get it as you age, and
over time, it can lead to pain, swelling,
and loss of movement.

Arthritis: Treatment
Your doctor will talk with you

about how active you’d like to be, and
how the pain and lack of flexibility
affect your daily life. He might recom-
mend anti-inflammatories or give you
a steroid shot that can ease pain and
swelling for weeks or possibly
months. In some cases, splints that
protect your joints and keep you from
overusing them can help. But wearing
them too long can lead to muscle loss.

Your Skin
We’ve all seen the “liver spots” --

or "age spots" -- that can show up after
years in the sun. As your skin ages and
wrinkles, it’s harder to keep moisture

in, and that can lead to dry, itchy skin.
Veins become more obvious with age
because you lose soft tissue. This is
especially true in your hands.

Your Skin: Treatment
Protect your hands against the

sun’s rays with broad-spectrum sun-
screen rated 30 SPF or higher. Wear
cotton-lined gloves when you garden
or clean, and choose a mild soap or
cleanser that doesn’t strip your hands
of their natural oils. Moisturizers and
a healthy diet with plenty of vitamins,
antioxidants, and omega-3 fatty acids
also can help keep your skin and nails
healthy.

Skin Cancer
Over the years, the tops of your

hands get lots of sun, which is a lead-
ing cause of this disease. A fair com-

plexion, problems with your immune
system, certain kinds of moles, and a
family history of skin cancer can also
raise your chances of having it.

Skin Cancer: Diagnosis and
Treatment

A dermatologist (a doctor who
specializes in skin care) can check any
unusual spots and teach you what to
look for. If she finds skin cancer, you’ll
need surgery to take out the cancer
cells. You also may have radiation or
chemotherapy to kill any that are left
to keep them from spreading.

Bruising
When it’s on the back of your

hands and arms, doctors call it “pur-
pura.” A light knock can cause it, and
it’s more common on thin, wrinkled,
or sun-damaged older skin. You’re

also more likely to bruise if you take
drugs like aspirin or other blood thin-
ners, or drink alcohol often. It starts
as blotches of red that turn purple,
then darken and fade. It doesn’t usual-
ly hurt, but it can last longer than a
normal bruise, often a few weeks.

Bruising: Treatment
Protect your hands and arms

when you think they’re in the line of
fire: Special sleeves can help with this,
or your doctor might suggest a cream
or lotion to keep your skin from bruis-
ing or help make your skin thicker. If
you take blood thinners and think
they’re causing the bruises, talk with
him about possibly changing your
medication or the amount you take.

Dupuytren's Contracture
This is when the tissue just under

the skin of your hand gets unusually
thick. It can cause your fingers -- most
often the ring and pinky fingers -- to
bend into your palm. 

Dupuytren's Contracture:
Treatment

For many people, a mild case
doesn’t cause major problems or pain,
and it may not get worse, so your doc-
tor might take a wait-and-see
approach. If it is causing problems,
she may suggest a type of stimulation
with needles, shots, or possibly sur-
gery to give you more movement in
your hands. Treatment doesn’t always
fix it completely, though, and it some-
times comes back.

—WEBmd, Reviewed by Stephanie S.
Gardner, MD
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Have you or a loved one been diagnosed with Macular Degeneration?
If so, give the Oxford Recovery Center a call for a

FREE Consultation at 248-486-3636

Where Healing Begins!

Find out how your loved one can Recover  by calling  248-486-3636 for a  FREE Consultation
Visit Our New Troy Facility at 165 Kirts Boulevard, Suite 500    www.oxfordrecoverycenter.com

Treating Seniors, Middle Age & Children: 
Stroke - Macular Degeneration - Traumatic Brain Injury - Dementia - Parkinson’s - Wellness - Autism - ADD/ADHD - Cerebral Palsy - and more!

Bud very upset about his Macular Degeneration diagno-
sis. "I had the hardest time giving up reading. I was an 
avid reader of Science, and of course, it was hard to give 
up driving. An F-86 Pilot said to me one day, "What's the 
matter with your eyes? Why can't you drive?" I told him 
I had Macular Degeneration. Based on what he told me 
about the Oxford Recovery Center, and knowing he was 
an Air Force Officer, I gave them a call."

Oxford's Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy saturates blood 
cells with oxygen, increasing stem cell counts by 800%, 
increasing capillary growth, helping repair damaged eye 
cells and restoring damaged vision.

"I can now drive. I'm flying to see my grandchildren 
and will be able to see their faces clearly for the first 
time, and I also get to read again!" declares Bud.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy Restores Vision of
Man with Age Related Macular Degeneration 

• 100% pure oxygen
     treatments

• Increases stem cell
    production by 800%

• Creates new cells
    & capillaries

• Increases blood flow

• Repairs damaged tissue

• Reduces inflammation
    and swelling

• Rapid recovery from injury

• Fights bacteria and fungal
   infection

Hyperbaric
Oxygen Therapy

Give Your Hands a Hand as You Age with These Treatment Options

Senior Digest
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Mention
 this ad and 
we'll waive 

your entrance 
fee

We Are Here For You
328 E. Lafayette • Romeo, MI 48065

586-336-9440
www.angelicasplacemi.com

ROMEO… IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE

Caring is Our Calling

Approximately 25 Minutes From Sterling Heights, Troy, Rochester & Macomb

Senior Digest

While heart health and how to pre-
vent heart disease are important top-
ics, many people in the United States
remain at risk.

According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, African
Americans ages 18-49 are almost twice
as likely as Caucasians to die from heart
disease. Additionally, about 33 percent
of African Americans ages 35-49 and 61
percent ages 50-64 have high blood
pressure, which is a major risk factor
for heart disease.

However, there are many ways for
everyone to lower your risk for heart
disease, and one of the most important
is by becoming physically active.
National guidelines recommend at least
2 hours, 30 minutes of moderate-inten-
sity physical activity per week for
adults, like brisk walking where your
blood gets pumping and you are a little
breathless. 

How Moving More Helps
• When done regularly, physical

activity can give your entire body – not
just your heart – a boost. Getting your
heart rate up and breaking a sweat can:

• Strengthen heart muscles
• Improve blood flow 
• Lower blood pressure and choles-

terol levels
• Help control weight
Ways to Become More Active 
In addition to working toward at

least 150 minutes of physical activity
each week, it’s important to avoid being
sedentary, when possible. You can do
that by making choices that build activ-
ity in your day. Some examples include:

• Taking the stairs
• Getting off the bus one stop early
• Parking in the farthest space from

the door
• Walking around while you are on

the phone or having walking meetings 
• Being active with your children,

including playing outdoors
• Planning a vacation that includes

physical activities 
• Playing basketball or taking a

yoga class with friends instead of meet-
ing up for drinks or a meal

• Putting on some music and danc-
ing

Check with Your Doctor
Certain physical activities are safe

for most people. However, if you have a
chronic health condition such as heart
disease, arthritis or diabetes, talk with
your doctor about the type and amount
of physical activity that is right for your
health. 

Incorporating regular physical
activity into your life can help your
health in many ways, but it can be espe-
cially helpful for your heart. Find more
heart-healthy facts and tips from the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute at nhlbi.nih.gov.

Move More for a Healthy Heart

Sarah is a 66-
year-old resident of
Grosse Pointe
Farms. She works as

a consultant, and she travels exten-
sively for her job. In fact, she’s typical-
ly only home on the weekends, so she
lives most of her life in hotels in
Houston, Boston, Atlanta, and several
other cities throughout the country.
Sarah is married, and she has children
and grandchildren. She owns her own
home, has money invested and saved,
and she could easily retire if she want-
ed to. But, at least for right now, Sarah
doesn’t want to retire. Yes, she would
like to spend more time with her
grandkids, but Sarah also enjoys her
career and the money that she makes. 

Sadly, a lot of seniors stay in the
workforce after reaching the tradition-
al retirement age of 65 because they
can’t make ends meet with limited
pensions and Social Security benefits.
Sarah is very different in this regard,
but she’s not alone. 

In fact, more and more seniors

who could retire are opting to wait
and work as long as they possibly can.
Here’s a brief interview with Sarah,
where she offers her unique opinions
and perspective on the growing num-
ber of seniors in the workforce. 

Gazette: Hi, Sarah. Based on
what you’ve told me, it’s obvious that
you like your job. Was it difficult for
you to achieve your current posi-
tion?

Sarah: (Laughs). It was a struggle.
It’s always been a struggle. I mean, I
started out as a nurse, and back when
I first got my nursing license, most
people thought that that was the most
a working woman could hope for. It
was kind of the “end all, be all” – that
or being a teacher, so very few people
understood why I had higher ambi-
tions.

Gazette: What did you want to
do?

Sarah: Originally, I wanted to be a
doctor, but life kind of got in the way. I
got married, I had kids, and I put my
career ambitions on hold for a while.
Of course, I still worked. I worked
through it all, and felt a little guilty
that my kids were always in daycare
or with their grandparents, but I knew
that I would be a better mother if I was
happy and felt fulfilled. 

Gazette: : How did you end up as
a consultant?

Sarah: I took classes when I could,
and worked my way up the ranks as a
nurse. I eventually received my mas-
ter’s degree, and was on the verge of
pursuing a doctorate, but decided to
change course.

Gazette: How so? 

Sarah: Well, I knew some individu-
als who were quite successful as con-
sultants. They worked within the med-
ical community, but in a different
capacity. They had law degrees and
nursing certification, and they were
highly in demand. 

Gazette: Based on your earlier
comments, I’m guessing that you did-
n’t get a lot of support from your fam-
ily when you made that decision.

Sarah: (Laughs) Oh, no, not at all.
They thought I was crazy, but I knew
what I wanted, and went for it anyway.
I actually ended up getting a divorce a
few months into getting my law
degree. There were a lot of changes
going on, and life was a little crazy for
a while. But I hung in there, and did
what I thought was best for myself and
my children. 

Gazette: The fact that you
worked so hard to get to where
you’re at now – Does that have any-
thing to do with why you don’t see
retirement in your near future?

Sarah: It does. It really does. I
think that because it took me so long
to get to a place in my career where I
feel truly satisfied makes me stubborn
about throwing in the towel. I feel like,
“Wait. No. I just got here.” 

Gazette: Is there anything else
that’s keeping you from retirement
right now?

Sarah: Honestly, I like having
money to travel, spoil the grandkids,
and make improvements to my home.
I know that money isn’t everything,
but it feels like my income gives me a
certain amount of freedom, and I like
that freedom.  

Gazette: You told me that you
remarried about twenty years ago,
and that your current husband also
works full time. Is he thinking of
retiring anytime soon?

Sarah: I don’t think so. He likes to
stay busy, and he also likes his job. I
think that both of us will stay on our
respective payrolls for as long as we
can. 

Gazette: Do you have any advice
for other seniors who opt to stay in
the workforce?

Sarah: (Laughs) Oh, gosh. Wow. I
never thought of myself as the poster
child for working seniors, but – Have
some grandkids. They keep you
young. And don’t forget to treat your-
self as often as possible. It’s just not
fair to work so hard and not enjoy
some perks. Does that make sense?

Gazette: Absolutely.

Why Some Michigan Seniors are Staying in the
Work Force Longer: An Interview with Sarah

MON TO FRI 10 AM - 6 PM • SAT 10 AM - 3 PM(corner of 22 Mile & Van Dyke)
48814 VAN DYKE AVE. SHELBY TOWNSHIP 586-799-7507

Top Quality Machines starting at $99
UNLIMITED owner's lessons with machine purchase
REPAIR ON ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF SEWING MACHINES

Classes for all sewing interests & levels

AN EXCLUSIVE BABY LOCK RETAILER

Decorative

WITH COUPON. OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/18.WITH COUPON OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/18

SPECIAL OFFER!

20% OFF
REGULAR PRICED CUT
OF FABRIC OR NOTION

by
AMY FORTUNE



HOME FOR SALE

Save 40,000, you finish.
Many renovations completed, brick home
+or- 2 acres. Private park setting, wood
burning fireplace, have drawings for fourth
bedroom, third bathroom. Macomb Twp.
129,900 firm, for quick sale.
586-306-9440.

2/2

HELP WANTED
Laborer wanted for an environmental
Co.opportunity to excel with co.12.00 to
start. Call 313-268-2835.

1/1

DANCE
Spotlight Dance Company Showcase,
February 17, 5 p.m. at Chippewa Valley
High School. Tickets at the door.

DESSERT CLASS
On February 25, 2-4 p.m. at The Clean
Plate, join restaurant owner Amber
Poupore for a vegan and gluten-free
dessert class to include: Vegan Carmel,
Raw Apple Crumble, Grain-free Cacao
Brownies, and cacao Ganache. The Clean
Plate is located at 45629 Hayes Rd, in
Shelby Township. Class is $65 (non-
refundable). Tickets and more information
at cleanplate4u.com/cooking-class-regis-
tration/

DINNER & JAZZ
Filippa’s “Jazz on the Weekend” will fea-
ture Duane Parham & The Smooth Jazz
Society on Friday, February 23 and
Saturday, February 24. Music begins at 7
p.m. Filippa’s is located at 45125 Mound
Rd in Shelby Township. Visit filippas.com
to make a reservation, view their menus,
or to learn more about their events and
catering.

FOR SALE
Full grain, high quality white leather sofa,
matching chair and ottoman with brushed
nickel accents. Two matching end tables.
Pristine condition. Will sacrifice $1,900.
jmc0123@sbcglobal.net

1/1

BLOOD DRIVES
The American Red Cross urges eligible
donors to give more life by giving blood.
Alison Wissen knows the power of blood
donations. She received 22 units of blood
products after experiencing complications
during childbirth. “I truly owe my life to
blood donors,” she said. “Even the skilled
hands of my surgeons could not have
saved me without the blood.” 
Make an appointment to give blood by
downloading the free Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visiting redcrossblood.org or
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).
Upcoming Blood Donation Opportunities
2/22: noon - 6 p.m. Walgreens, 21828 23
Mile, Macomb
2/26: 1:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Trinity
Lutheran Church ,45160 Van Dyke, Utica
2/26: 7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Riverside
Academy, 24001 F.V. Pankow, Clinton Twp
3/3: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Concorde Inn, 44315
Gratiot, Clinton Twp
3/4: 7:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m. St. Lawrence
Catholic Church, 44633 Utica Rd, Utica
3/4: 7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. St. Peter
Lutheran Church, 17051 24 Mile, Macomb

VOLUNTEER
HOPE NOT HANDCUFFS

Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN),
aimed at bringing law enforcement and
community organizations together in an
effort to find viable treatment options for
individuals seeking help to reduce
dependency with heroin, prescription
drugs, and alcohol. A person struggling
with any drug addiction can come to any
of the participating police agencies and
ask for help. They will be greeted with
support, compassion and respect. Hope
Not Handcuffs volunteer ‘Angels’ help
with paperwork and provide compassion-
ate support until a treatment option is
found.  Angel's can choose their own time
slot by signing up to be on call for just 2
four hour blocks per month.

To sign up and learn more, visit 
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer
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Arts & Entertainment
PORCHES

TUE, FEB 20 - 8 p.m.
El Club, Detroit

ALEXIS LOMBRE
TUE, FEB 20 - 8 p.m.

Cliff Bells, Detroit

STEVE WINWOOD
MON, FEB 26 - 8 p.m.

Fox Theatre, Detroit

TUNE-YARDS
SUN, MAR 4 - 7 p.m.

Majestic Theatre, Detroit

SPOTLIGHT DANCE WORKS
COMPANY SHOWCASE

SAT, FEB 17 - 5 p.m.
Chippewa Valley High School

A CHORUS LINE
SAT, FEB 17 - 3 p.m.
Fox Theatre, Detroit

TREVOR NOAH
FRI, FEB 23 - 7:30 p.m.

Fox Theatre, Detroit

MUSIC AT MAIN:
PLANET D NONET

SUN, FEB 18 - 2 p.m.
Clinton-Macomb Public
Library, Main Branch

WRITERS GROUP
THURS, FEB 22 - 6:30 a.m.

Shelby Township Library

AFRICAN-AMERICAN
LITERATURE: WRITING FOR
RIGHTS, RESPECT, AND ART

SAT, FEB 24 - 1 p.m.
Clinton-Macomb Public
Library, Main Branch

ENGINEERING CHAOS!
MON, FEB 19 - 3 p.m.
Clinton-Macomb Public
Library, North Branch

TEEN ESCAPE ROOM:
HOGWARTS

FRI, FEB 23 - 6 p.m.
Shelby Township Library

BLACK
PANTHER

Superhero, PG-13

RE: MIND
Drama, TV-MA

MY NEXT
GUEST...

Interview, Not Rated

LBJ
Drama, R

EARLY
    MAN

Animated, PG

KidsKids

MusicMusic

On StageOn Stage

LibraryLibrary

NOW IN
THEATERS

BLACK PANTHER
After the death of his father, T'Challa returns home to the African nation of
Wakanda to take his rightful place as king. When a powerful enemy suddenly
reappears, T'Challa's mettle as king -- and as Black Panther -- gets tested when
he's drawn into a conflict that puts the fate of Wakanda and the entire world
at risk.

EARLY MAN
A plucky cave man named Dug, his sidekick Hognob and the rest of their
tribe face a grave threat to their simple existence. Lord Nooth plans to take
over their land and transform it into a giant mine, forcing Dug and his clan
to dig for precious metals. Dug and Hognob must unite their people in an
epic quest to defeat a mighty enemy. 

NOW IN
THEATERS

A partnership between the Polish
Mission of the Orchard Lake Schools
and the Auschwitz-Birkenau State
Memorial and Museum of Poland has
brought a three-ton exhibit of concen-
tration camp artwork to Oakland
University for display in the Heritage
Room of the Oakland Center between
Feb. 5 and Feb. 22. 

Forbidden Art is free and open to
everyone Monday through Saturday
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday from
noon to 8 p.m.

“As the crimes of the Nazis fade
further into the past, exhibits like this
are especially important,” said Derek
Hastings, Ph.D., associate professor of
history at Oakland University. 

“Works of art can convey meaning
in ways that are often more effective
than words. These objects in particu-
lar provide students and other viewers
with more immediate insights into the
victims' experiences than can be
gained from history books alone.”

The exhibit features a series of
enlarged depictions of some of the
most fragile and rare examples of art-
work created by prisoners during the
camp’s operation between 1940-1945.
The pieces were chosen from more
than 2,000 pieces in the collection at
the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum. 

The works were made illegally in
the camp. Some document the reality
of the camp, and others reveal the
artist’s attempt to escape mentally

from the cruelty of the camp. The art
ranges from caricatures, to portraits to
fairy tale illustrations. Each piece of
art is displayed within large illuminat-
ed panels that artfully relate to the
shape, texture and color of the prison-
er barracks.

The traveling exhibit was created
to share the authenticity of Auschwitz
with American audiences, and encour-
age a deepened, fact-based under-
standing of the Holocaust. It has trav-

eled the United States and the world,
but has not been seen in Michigan
since 2016. 

Former President Barack Obama
said of the exhibit when it was in
Chicago in 2014, “Exhibitions like
Forbidden Art bring to light the stories
of fathers and mothers, sons and
daughters, and brothers and sisters
who endured the unthinkable cruelty
of concentration camps.”

The purpose of the Polish Mission

of the Orchard Lake Schools, which
were founded in 1885 by Polish immi-
grants, is to preserve and promote
Polish and Polish-American culture,
tradition and history for present and
future generations. The Polish Mission
organizes programs, courses and
events that highlight Polish and Polish-
American culture and accomplish-
ments, and ensures a repository for
artifacts, archival materials, works of
art and publications. 

Oakland University Hosting Forbidden Art, an Exhibit From
Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum, Through February 22

Shelby•Utica•Macomb
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The Marshall M. Fredericks
Sculpture Museum invites artists work-
ing in sculpture to submit work for the
“2018 Regional Biennial Juried
Sculpture Exhibition.” The exhibition
will be at the Museum Saturday, June 2
to Saturday, September 22.

Any artist who is not currently in
training or formal studies and resides
within 200 miles of Saginaw Valley State
University is eligible to apply. Sculpture
must be entirely original, completed
within the last five years, and created
by the person submitting it. Deadline
for submission is April 6.

Merit awards include a $2,500 first
place, $1,250 second place, $850 third
place, and $400 fourth place.

The exhibition juror will be
Michelle Perron, Director of the Office
of Exhibitions & Public Programs at the
College for Creative Studies (CCS) in
Detroit. She is also Founding Director of
Kresge Arts in Detroit at CCS, The
Kresge Foundation’s initiative that pro-
duces the Kresge Artist Fellowships
and the Kresge Eminent Artist Awards.
Michelle has curated numerous exhibi-
tions, hosted over 100 lectures by
major international artists and schol-
ars, served on boards and committees
of Detroit's major visual arts organiza-
tions, and has been an active arts com-
munity activist since the mid-1980s. A
native Detroiter, Michelle’s professional
career has included posts at organiza-

tions such as the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, Michigan Gallery and O.K.
Harris Works of Art in the Detroit area,
and Merce Cunningham Dance
Company and Art et Industrie Gallery,
both in New York City.

The Marshall M. Fredericks
Sculpture Museum is located on the
campus of Saginaw Valley State
University, 7400 Bay Road, University
Center. Museum hours are Monday -
Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday
noon to 5 p.m. Admission is free.

For more information, call
Andrea Ondish at 989-964-7096. To
download an exhibition prospectus
or enter online, visit marshallfreder-
icks.org/calendar/.

A gorgeous selection of your favorite house music you
haven't heard yet. This YouTube music channel is a gift that
never stops giving.  Regular posts that make your gloomy
mornings something special - irresistible songs that juice up
your day and keep you vibing. If you’ve got a long day
ahead of yourself, you better swipe through this channel,
because you best believe it’s going to make your day.
Future House music - all resting at the tips of your fingers -
just search “Selected” on YouTube.

– Jarrett Mertz

The play that inspired the popular
Alfred Hitchcock film starring Grace
Kelly will grip audiences with its dark

twists and turns as Avon Players pres-
ents Dial M for Murder, March 9-24.

Tennis player Tony Wendice (Kyle
Bushre) married his socialite wife
Margot (Julia Timko) for her money.
When he discovers her affair with
crime-fiction writer Max Halliday
(Chris Stepnitz), he decides on a dia-
bolical revenge scheme: to have her
murdered so that he may inherit her
wealth.  Tony blackmails Captain
Lesgate (Peter Nichols), an old
acquaintance and convicted criminal,
to do in both Margot and her lover,
but when Margot refuses to play the
part of victim, Tony must improvise
an equally deadly Plan B.  It is up to

the eccentric but thorough Inspector
Hubbard (Steve Sanger) to uncover
the truth.  

Show dates and times:

Friday, March 9 • 8 p.m.

Saturday, March 10 • 8 p.m. 

Sunday, March 11 • 2 p.m.

Friday, March 16 • 8 p.m.

Saturday, March 17 • 8 p.m.

Sunday, March 18 • 2 a.m. 

Friday, March 23 • 8 p.m.

Saturday, March 24 • 8 p.m.

Tickets for all shows are $18, and
can be purchased online at avonplay-
ers.org or by phone at 248-608-9077.
Group rates are available by calling
the box office. “Like” Avon Players
Theatre on Facebook for special offers
on tickets. 

Gazette Recommends...

A Husband’s Deadly Plan Goes Awry
in Avon Players’ Dial M for Murder

The 20th-century’s greatest set of
piano variations will be played by the
artist for whom the work was written,
when Ursula Oppens performs
Frederic Rzewski’s “The People United
Will Never Be Defeated!” on the
Chamber Music Society of Detroit’s
Midtown Series Friday, March 2 at 8
p.m. The concert takes place at
Schaver Music Recital Hall.

American composer Frederic
Rzewski composed “The People United
Will Never Be Defeated!” as a gigantic
set of 36 variations on a song once sung
by the Chilean supporters of Salvador
Allende.  Unfolding over about 50 min-
utes, it explores virtually every
resource of the contemporary piano.

Rzewski dedicated the composi-
tion to Ursula Oppens, who had com-
missioned and premiered it, and who
recorded it in 1979; her recording was
named "Record of the Year" in that year

by Record World, and received a
Grammy nomination.   Ms. Oppens re-
recorded the work in 2016 to mark its
40th anniversary, and the new record-
ing was again nominated for a Grammy
Award.

To help familiarize the audience
with the work, Ms. Oppens’ March 2
performance will be preceded by a
brief spoken introduction by former
Detroit Free Press music critic Mark
Stryker, and followed by a moderated
“Talk Back” session, giving audience
members a chance to ask questions of
the artist.  A Meet and Greet reception
will follow with complimentary refresh-
ments.  

A legend among American pianists,

Ursula Oppens is widely admired par-
ticularly for her original and perceptive
readings of new music, as well as her
knowing interpretations of the stan-
dard repertoire.

No other artist alive today has
commissioned and premiered more
new works for the piano.

A critically acclaimed recording
artist with five Grammy nominations,
Ms. Oppens has performed with virtu-
ally all of the world’s major orchestras,
including the New York Philharmonic,
the Boston Symphony Orchestra, the
Los Angeles Philharmonic, the
American Composers Orchestra, and
the orchestras of Chicago, Cleveland
and San Francisco. Abroad, she has
appeared with such ensembles as the
Berlin Symphony, Orchestre de la
Suisse Romande, the Deutsche
Symphonie, and the London
Philharmonic Orchestras, among many
others. Ms. Oppens is also an avid
chamber musician and has performed
with such ensembles as the Arditti,
Cassatt, JACK, Juilliard, and Pacifica
quartets. 

In a review of Ursula Oppens’
recent performance of “The People
United” at the Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C., the Washington Post
said,    “It is probably safe to say that no
single performer has done more for the
cause of American piano music than
Ursula Oppens,” but “her greatest
achievement is surely the eloquence of
her piano playing, which exudes
warmth, intelligence, contagious
enthusiasm, fierce integrity and, to a
great degree, the calm that emanates
only from wisdom.”  

Tickets are $30 for adults and
$15 for students and are available
online at CMSDetroit.org or by
phone at 313-335-3300. Schaver
Music Recital Hall is located at 480
W. Hancock in Detroit on the Wayne
State University campus. 

Renowned Pianist Ursula Oppens to Perform
"The People United Will Never Be Defeated"

Call For Submissions: Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture
Museum Regional Biennial Juried Sculpture Exhibition

The Concordia University Concert
Band from St. Paul, MN will be per-
forming at Grace Lutheran Fellowship
Church on Monday, February 26 at 7
p.m.

Conducted by Professor Aaron

Isakson, the 45-piece ensemble will
perform a variety of pieces during the
60-minute concert including spiritual
music and hymns, traditional band
music and popular styles including
some Latin Jazz.

Grace Lutheran is located at 7525
32 Mile Road in Romeo (between
Campground and Mound Roads). This
is a free-will donation event and light
refreshments will be provided.

St. Paul Concert Band to Perform at Grace Lutheran in Romeo
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COME SEE US AT THE MACOMB HOME SHOW THIS WEEKEND!

For Repairs or Restoration
Atex Builders Can Help
by CYNTHIA KMETT

While you might be talking to Atex
Builders llc at this weekend’s Home Expo
at Macomb Community College about a
new roof, windows or siding, it’s just the
tip of the services offered by Atex
founder and CEO Grant Dryovage and his
staff. Right now, as spring approaches,
customers are gearing up for interior
projects, like a kitchen or bathroom
remodel.

“We’re general contractors, we do
everything from roofing to restoration to
new construction,” Dryovage says.  “We
take great pride in our work; you’re cre-
ating somebody’s dream.”

Dryovage started his career over a
decade ago flipping house, and honing
his skills on every kind of home recon-
struction that could possibly be needed.
He said it was a good job in a slow econ-
omy, but when times improved and peo-
ple wanted a new home, he thought it
might be a good idea to become a
licensed builder, which he is today. In
fact, he was closing on a lot for a new
colonial home just last Wednesday. But
he was also out quoting for a fire restora-
tion project.

While roofing is still important to
Atex Building, the company today is
known for its restoration work. From
water damage from bursting pipes in
your basement or ice dams on the roof,
to damage from those wicked west
winds, or a tragic fire, they have a team
ready to make your home right again.

They’ll work with your insurance
company to make sure you’re treated
fairly. They also have several finance
plans to make your project a reality.

Because a new roof is often a first
project Atex Builders might do for a cus-
tomer, Dryovage wants them to have a
good outcome and a good product. So,
he uses Owens Corning products. While
many people still like black, slate gray
and brown roofs, there are new shingles
gaining popularity, especially Summer

Harvest, Sand Dune and Aged Copper tot
give your home a modern, new look.

“When you know how to build a
house, you know how to improve all the
other systems in the house, like the roof
and windows,” Dryovage points out

And what should you ask the
builders who is going to work on your
house?

Dryovage has some advice for all of
us.

• Does the company have insurance,
and can they prove it? You want workers
compensation, liability and pollution
control. You want them to be able to fix
any damage that can happen in con-
struction projects.

• Ask about the warranties on the
materials. Ask if the builder is factory
certified? If not, you might want to be
wary of such firms, because a lot of com-
panies aren’t certified, Dryovage warns.
Ask what brands of products they use,
and why.

• When will the work on your project
start, and when will it be completed?
That should be in your contract. What’s
the process you’ll use on this job? Will
you have to be out of the home?

• Who pulls the permits? If they want
you to do it, you might want to move on.
A builder should be pulling all the per-
mits, Dryovage says.

• Ask about the company’s safety
and quality standards.

You can talk over any project with
the Atex Builders when you visit them
at the Macomb Spring Home Show,
which will be held on Saturday,
February 17 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. or
Sunday, February 18 from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. The Home Show will be held at
Macomb Community Expo Center,
Building F, 14500 E. 12 Mile in Warren,
at the corner of 12 Mile and Hayes,
Admission is free.

Atex Builders is a Troy firm. You
can reach them by calling 800-916-
4112.

ATEX BUILDERS llc CEO Grant Dryovage shows off Owens Corning roofing
shingles and says he likes them because they have a “sure nail” strip built in
and can stand up to 130 mph wind in a storm.

I turned the cor-
ner of the aisle and
stood dumbfounded.

For several minutes before, I had been
in the next aisle, looking at the clear-
ance toys in hopes of finding some
treasure among the cast-offs for a
future gift.

While searching, I could hear a
young child nearby crying and carrying
on about wanting some toy that his
mother clearly did not want him to
have. But like all children, the boy per-
sisted, growing louder in his protests.

The mom, equal to the challenge,
was just as persistent, occasionally
hissing a threat for him ‘sit down or
else!’ Having had children and grand-
children, I was more than accustomed
to this drama, having gone through it
many times myself. Finding nothing
captivating in the clearance section, I
headed for the adjacent aisle.

And that is when I saw it. The
mom, dressed shabbily with mussed
hair and in her late teens or early twen-

ties, hauled off and slapped her son, a
toddler of perhaps two, squarely on the
face. This was not a love tap, mind you,
but a full, wind-up-your-hand-behind-
you-and-wail-him kind of slap.

The boy, who had been standing up
in the seat portion of the cart, started
falling backward into the basket of the
cart. Instinctively, I reached out for him,
but his mom grabbed him by the chest
of his coat before he toppled over.

I glared at the mom, who at least
had the decency to be chagrined, and I
asked her if everything was okay. Over
her shoulder I could see a woman shop-
per, who clearly witnessed what I had.
Instead of doing or saying anything,
however, the other shopper flipped her
cart around and bolted down the aisle
away from us.

I turned my attention back to the
mom, who by this time was trying –
without success – to console her son,
whose screaming had reached a deci-
bel level I couldn’t have imagined was
possible for such a young boy. 

Not that I blamed him. His cheek
was red from the slap, tears streaming
down his cheek, and he was stomping
his feet, pushing the cart backwards as
he struggled to get away from his mom.
Embarrassed and exasperated, she was
trying to both constrain him and com-
fort him.

Now, I understood that she was

both embarrassed at having been
caught abusing her child, along with
being afraid that she might get into
trouble. Soon after, I heard a male voice
from behind me ask if he could help.

I turned to find a store employee.
The mom mumbled something about
her son almost falling out of the cart
and that I had stopped to help. I shook
my head, and gave a short version of
what had actually happened. The
woman started to protest, but the
employee cut her off, saying that anoth-
er shopper had reported a child being
slapped and hurt. Silently, I thanked the
woman who had turned and fled the
scene, who actually had gone for help.

The mom picked up her now-quiet
son and crept off toward the front of the
store. I turned to the employee, we
thanked one another for the support,
and then I likewise headed for the exit.

I hesitate to call this a happy end-
ing, because despite the outcome in the
store, there is still a little boy out there
with a welted cheek, whose only crime
was to want a toy.  All parents get frus-
trated at times, and all children know
how to push a parent’s buttons, but as
the adult, you need to demonstrate self-
control – or how else will your child
learn self-control?

It’s true what they say, it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child, because every vil-
lage seems to have an idiot.

Sit Down or Else: Confronting the Village Idiot

PERSPECTIVES
by 

PETE MAURER

Sterling Heights Computer Club March 6 Meeting at MCC
The Sterling Heights Computer

Club will hold its next monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 6 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Macomb Community College
South Campus, in the John Lewis
Community Center (Building K) at
14500 East 12 Mile Road in Warren.

Persons interested in meeting
other computer enthusiasts, in shar-
ing information and in keeping abreast
of the latest developments in personal
computing, are invited to attend.
Annual membership dues are $25.

To learn more, contact the Sterling
Heights Computer Club by calling 586-
268-6586 (ask for Phil), write to P.O.
Box 385, Sterling Heights, MI 48311, or
e-mail info@SterlingHeightsComputer
Club.org.
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