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By ANDREW NEAL
Dino Bucci, sitting Macomb

Township trustee, has been absent
from all board of trustee and zoning
board meetings since he was charged
in November 2017 with bribery, fraud,
and money laundering in connection
with an FBI investigation into
Macomb County corruption.

Despite his absence, Bucci has
still been paid for his roles on both
boards, totaling over $5,000 accord-
ing to the Free Press.

At Wednesday's Macomb
Township board of trustees meeting,
supervisor Janet Dunn read a letter
from Bucci's attorney in which Bucci
voluntarily resigned from his position
on the zoning board of appeals.

The letter from his attorney Fred
Gibson reads in part: "Please be
advised that Mr. Bucci has asked that
I notify you, Macomb Township, that
he is voluntarily resigning his posi-
tion as a member on and of the town-
ship's zoning board of appeals effec-
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The Costco Lakeside store, located
on Hall Road in Shelby Township, is
sponsoring the Wine & Craft Beer Tent at
the Fork & Cork Festival to be held in
downtown Utica on September 21-22,
2018.

The Wine & Craft Beer tent at the
Fork & Cork Festival will be located near
the main stage, where both local and
national music acts will be performing
Friday and Saturday. Guests will have the
opportunity to try unique craft beer from
local and regional breweries and discov-
er new wine favorites.

"We’re super excited to be part of
this wonderful community event,"
Costco Warehouse Manager Melodi
McCoy said. "It’s the perfect opportunity
for wine lovers to enjoy some of the hun-
dreds of wines and craft beers that we
sell, including some very popular
Michigan wines like Black Star Farms and
Chateau Grand Traverse.”

Food trucks, vendors, and
exhibitors will be set up throughout the
festival grounds, located behind the fire
station in downtown Utica. In addition to
the main stage, a secondary acoustic
stage will keep visitors entertained

throughout the weekend.
"We can't wait to bring the Fork &

Cork Festival to Utica this September,"
said Gazette Media Group owner and
event organizer Mark Nicholson. "Having
sponsors like Costco and others sign on
to this event should excite guests who
plan to visit the festival, because it takes
the whole experience to a new level."

The Festival offers a number of
unique sponsor activations and experi-
ential marketing opportunities that pro-
vide various levels of exposure, including
exhibit space, advertising participation,
event tickets, tasting tickets and much
more. Sponsorships are still available for
the Fork & Cork Festival, but are moving
fast. 

In addition to Costco, other spon-
sors include The Carpet Guys, First
Independent – DeCamps Insurance
Agency and Dart Properties. Those inter-
ested in participating as a sponsor or
exhibitor can call Vickie Clark at 248-524-
4868 ext. 304. 

To learn more about the Fork & Cork
Festival, held this year on September 21-
22 in downtown Utica, visit
ForkandCorkFestival.com.
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New Community, New
Look at the Gazette

Regular readers may have already
noticed that the Gazette has a new
look! Our new masthead design brings
with it another community,
Washington Township, into the fold.

The Gazette looks forward to con-
tinuing to provide hyper-local news
out of Shelby Township, Utica, and
Macomb Township in addition to
much-needed coverage in
Washington.

We welcome our new readers in
Washington and look forward to serv-
ing the community. If you are a busi-
ness and would like to receive our
weekly newspaper, or are interested in
advertising your company on the local
level, call our office at 248-524-4868.

Thank you to our readers and
advertisers for their continued sup-
port!

Andrew Neal, Managing Editor

Stoney Creek Metropark
Fireworks Show 
Next Saturday

Stoney Creek Metropark is hosting
a fireworks display on June 22, begin-
ning at dusk. The show provides a safe
and exciting way to celebrate the
nation’s independence while also
enjoying the beauty of the park.

Food vendors will be available at 5
p.m., and a DJ will begin playing a 7
p.m. A Metroparks vehicle permit is
required to enter any Metropark.
Permits are $35 annually for regular
admission, $21 annually for seniors or
$10 daily.

Stoney Creek Metropark is located
at 4300 Main Park Dr in Shelby
Township.

Rain Gardens Reduce Stormwater Runoff into Clinton River
THE NEW RAIN GARDENS at Macomb Community College’s M-TEC are environmentally designed to treat and reduce
stormwater runoff into the Clinton River watershed. It's all part of a greening project funded by a nearly $66,000
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality grant to MCC to improve water quality in the Red Run tributary. It is
expected that the rain gardens will capture and naturally filtrate any rainstorm of three inches or less, thus eliminat-
ing as much as 12,000 gallons of water from entering the stormwater system. “The positive impact these rain gardens
will have on our local environment is impressive,” said MCC president James O. Sawyer, IV. The college plans to use
the gardens as a living laboratory and examples of sustainable sites.

Costco to Sponsor Wine & Craft Beer Tent at Fork & Cork Festival See BOARD OF TRUSTEES, page 2

COSTCO Warehouse Manager Melodi McCoy (left) with Fran Lyons, Marketing
& Wine Sales (right), pictured with just a few of the many popular Michigan
wines available at Costco and the 2018 Fork & Cork Festival, September 21-22
in downtown Utica.
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tive immediately."
After reading the letter, the super-

visor and board moved on to agenda
items with no comment on the letter.
During public comment, residents
Frank Cusumano and Lisa Nash both
wondered if the board should vote on
a motion to accept Bucci's resigna-
tion. After a short discussion with
township attorney Thomas Esordi to
her right, supervisor Dunn said,
"Thanks. Anyone else?"

Jim Gelios wondered if the board
could look into voting to withhold
Bucci's wages on account of his eight
months of no-shows.

During the supervisor's com-
ments at the end of the meeting, she
spent several minutes detailing an
upcoming Macomb County relay race,
but did not mention Bucci.

During the clerk's comments,
clerk Kristi Pozzi asked immediately
township attorney Esordi what should
be done with the Bucci letter. "We did-
n't get a resignation letter from Mr.
Bucci, we got an email from his attor-
ney. What would be the process since
we didn't get a resignation letter, just
the email?" Pozzi asked.

"Well I think they can be treated as
the same thing. It's an official resigna-
tion. I spoke with the attorney and it's
clear," Esordi said.

"So past practice would be that we
make a motion to accept his resigna-
tion, correct?"

Esordi said that since the zoning
position is an appointed one rather
than elected, a motion from the board
was not necessary. He said that a
motion to accept the resignation and
immediately appoint a new member to
the board would likely happen simul-
taneously and at the next board meet-
ing.

The next board of trustees meet-
ing is scheduled for Wednesday, June
27 at 7 p.m. You can view this and pre-
vious meetings on Youtube at
MTGAcable.

Bucci Still Paid Monthly Board Salary Despite Absences
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, From page 1

COME SEE US FOR ALL OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS:
Wire and conduit – LED Lighting – Generators

Transformers – Panelboards – Switchboards
Bus duct – Bus plugs – and much more!

WE ALSO HAVE LOCATIONS IN:
Troy • 1755 E Maple Rd • 248 585-8330

Farmington Hills • 20741 Inkster Rd • 248 442-0810

BRING IN
THIS AD FOR A

FREE GIFT!

Salinger
ELECTRIC
    SUPPLY CO.

Est. 1947

14990 33 Mile Rd.
Suite 2 • Romeo

on 33 Mile between
McKay Rd and Powell Rd

586 623-5240
NOW OPEN IN ROMEO

INDUSTRIAL–COMMERCIAL– RESIDENTIAL–AGRICULTURAL

Michigan Supreme Plumbing &
Drain Cleaning Co.

Michigan Supreme Plumbing &
Drain Cleaning Co.

“If Water Runs Through It— We Do It!”

Residential & Commercial • Licensed & Insured
Master Plumber License #8111655

Family Owned and Operated Since 1995

586-943-4158
www.misupremeplumbing.com

BBB Rating: A+

$299

Zoeller
Sump Pump

Installed
tWith TSG Coupon Only. Limit 1

Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 8-31-2018

$99

Drain
Cleaning$799

Major Brand
Water Heater

Installed
While Supplies Last!

With TSG Coupon Only. Limit 1
Coupon Per Customer.

Expires 8-31-2018

Over the past
several months,
much attention has

been paid to the negotiations and rela-
tions between North Korea and the
United States; while this attention is
certainly warranted, it has caused
many Americans to ignore what is
arguably a much more significant
issue in East Asia—China’s increasing
militarization of the South China Sea.
Many nations, including the United
States, consider the area to be inter-
national waters, meaning that all
nations have a right to fish in and nav-
igate through the waters; however,
some countries, including China,
Tawain, Malaysia, Indonesia, and
Vietnam, claim various areas of the
sea.

For years China has been dredg-
ing, developing, and militarizing reefs,
islands, and atolls in the South China
Sea—in violation of international

law—without any significant repercus-
sions. In recent years China has
turned reefs and islets into artificial
islands and turned those artificial
islands into military bases, despite
having expressly agreed not to milita-
rize such islands. Although China has
physical control of the islands, multi-
ple countries have made territorial
claims to various islands, and interna-
tional tribunals have largely ruled
against China with respect to its terri-
torial claims.

Despite overwhelming interna-
tional opposition to China’s expan-
sionism in the South China Sea, there
has been little meaningful action from
the United States. The Navy has con-
ducted some “freedom of navigation”
operations, sailing near the islands
developed by China to reinforce the
position that the islands are located in
international waters; however, such
operations have been the only extent
to which the United States has signifi-
cantly challenged China’s claims to
the artificial islands.

Freedom of navigation opera-
tions alone have proven to be ineffec-
tive. France, Britain, and the United
States have all engaged in such opera-
tions, yet China continues to defy

international law. Unless the United
States begins to meaningfully push
back against China’s brazen violation
of international treaties and arbitra-
tion rulings, China will continue to
expand its island-building schemes.

Under President Obama, China
went largely unchecked when it came
to militarization of the South China
Sea. Although President Trump has
discussed China when it comes to tar-
iffs and trade and increased freedom
of navigation exercises, the current
administration has not adequately
addressed the Chinese militarization
of the South China Sea.

Over the coming years, control of
the South China Sea will become
increasingly important. If significant
action is not taken soon, China will be
able to militarize enough artificial
islands so that it would be able to
exert control over the disputed area
regardless of what the international
community says. In order to protect
freedom of navigation, the interests of
the United States, and the interests of
the international community as a
whole, the United States needs to
place increased pressure on China to
prevent this from happening.

China's Alarming Militarization of the South China Sea

PERSPECTIVES
Op-Ed by 

NATHAN INKS

CONGRATULATIONS to the graduating classes of 2018 at Eisenhower, Utica, and Dakota high schools!

Shuttle Service to Detroit Concerts from Hamlin Pub

Looking to visit Detroit venues like
DTE, Little Caesars Arena, Ford Field,
and Comerica Park this summer? Van
Hove Limousine and Hamlin Pub
Shelby have teamed up to offer shuttle
service to your favorite Detroit ven-
ues.

These shuttles will be in a luxury
shuttle or party bus and cost $25-$30
per person on average. You can enjoy
an adult beverage along the way if you
are 21 or older and this saves you the
hassle of dealing with traffic and wor-

rying about finding someone to drive.
The bus will arrive to the event

and will allow you to hang out by the
bus and tailgate if you want to. The
bus will leave 20 minutes after the
concert ends. Call Van Hove
Limousine for a potential discount for
groups of 8 or more at 586-772-2777.

Hamlin Pub is located at 55076
Van Dyke Ave. Learn more at
HamlinPubs.com or
VanHoveLimousine.com.
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The Austrian Society invites you
to the 2018 Waldfest on Sunday, June
24. The annual event will be held at
the Austrian Park, 56200 Hayes Road
(South of 26 Mile Road). It is a fun
afternoon for the entire family. Music
for dancing will be provided by the
Rheinländers.

The entertainment will include
the GTEV Edelweiss Volktänzer group
performing traditional Austrian-
German dances in original dress. A
special appearance of the Banner of
Stanislaw Revera Potocki, a group of
reenactors portraying 17th Century
Polish and Lithuanian Commonwealth

will present the program entitled
“Veni, Vidi, Deus Vicit- Vienna 1683.”
The Polish nobleman and leader of the
group, Char Zawadzinski, on horse-
back, will share a wealth of knowledge
about the Austrian-Polish connection
in saving Vienna from the Turkish
siege in 1683. Members of the group

will be dressed in authentic costumes.
The presentation will begin with the
firing of a cannon, muzzle-loader
firearms, and expert horsemanship.

The Opening Ceremony begins at
2:45 p.m. with a march-in and presen-
tation of flags by Deutsch-
Amerikanischer Schützenverein,

Polish Noblemen on Horses, and other
German clubs.

Delicious foods including home-
made Austrian Wiener Schnitzel, pota-
to salad, Bratwürste and mouth-water-
ing Apple Strudel and Cakes await.
The kitchen opens at 12-noon. A vari-
ety of beers and Austrian wines, plus
non-alcoholic beverages, will be avail-
able.

For the children there will be a fun
Children’s Parade and a Moon Walk.
Soccer games start at 9 a.m. and noon.

Enjoy an exciting day with family,
friends and neighbors. Dance, eat,
drink, laugh, and learn a bit of history!
Gates open at 10 a.m. and close at 10
p.m. Admission is $3 per adult and
children under 16 are free. For further
information, visit austriansociety.org.

Austrian Society Waldfest June 24 in Macomb
The Detroit RiverFront Conservancy

continues its tradition of showcasing
local music as a centerpiece of its annu-
al summer festival, GM River Days pre-
sented by Soaring Eagle Casino and
Resort, held this year June 22-24.

Nearly 50 local music favorites will
perform during the 12th consecutive
year of the three-day festival. Festival
goers will also be treated to a gravity-
defying aerial show performed by the
Tuskegee Airmen National Historical
Museum.

Much of the musical excitement,
which will include a host of new acts, will
take place on the Michigan Lottery Stage
and the Soaring Eagle Stage, where per-
formances will range from rock, pop,
indie and blues to alternative soul, party
punk and of course, Motown.

The Quicken Loans National Stage
will feature an array of big music names,

including classic R&B group Kool & the
Gang along with tribute band
Beatlemania Live! on Friday evening.
Legendary funk sensation Morris Day
and the Time will electrify the stage on
Saturday, along with smooth R&B singer
Donell Jones.

The fun picks up again Sunday
evening with the melodic sounds of
multi-platinum soul singer Avant.
Canadian R&B singer Tamia will also per-
form Sunday.

While the festival’s $3 general
admission ($5 after 3 p.m.) includes
access to all performances, VIP premiere
seats are now on sale for the major head-
lining performances featured on the
Quicken Loans National Stage. The tick-
ets are $35 and can only be purchased in
advance of the festival. Purchases must
be made online at RiverDays.com/Music
while quantities last. 

2018 GM River Days Entertainment Lineup

Snyder Signs Strictest Lead and
Copper Rule in the Country

Michigan Environmental Council
this week commended Governor Rick
Snyder and his administration for
establishing the strictest Lead and
Copper Rule in the United States.

"By strengthening our Lead and
Copper Rule to be the strictest in the
nation, Gov. Snyder has put Michigan
in a leadership position for safeguard-
ing human health," said MEC
President Chris Kolb. "Michigan
Environmental Council supports this
important advance that will protect
our children and families and future
generations from lead exposure in
drinking water."

The LCR is part of the Safe
Drinking Water Act and was first pub-
lished in 1991 to protect public health
by minimizing our exposure to lead
and copper in our drinking water. By
1997, all large water systems had to be
in compliance with the LCR.

"What Michigan and the nation
learned from Flint was that many
water systems had not done every-
thing they were supposed to have
done to comply with the LCR, thus giv-
ing the public and all of us a false
sense of security," said Kolb.
"Michigan's new LCR will make com-
pliance a serious priority for commu-
nities across the state. We know that
lead poisoning is completely preventa-
ble. With this new requirement to

completely remove all lead service
lines, Michigan is taking the crucial
steps necessary to get lead out of our
drinking water systems," added Kolb.

The new LCR will require the
removal of the estimated 450,000 lead
service lines in Michigan by 2040. It
will also require all public water sys-
tems to develop and implement plans
to remove any lead pipes in their sys-
tems, at the expense of the public
water system. They must begin remov-
ing lead service lines the year after the
rule takes effect (roughly 2020) at a
rate of at least 5% per year.

In addition, the LCR reduces the
Action Level for lead from the current
15 ppb to 12 ppb by 2025. While no
amount of lead is safe, advocates say
this is a step in the right direction. The
change will also re-create sampling
pools of the highest risk homes to test
for lead in the drinking water; improve
sampling protocol to better detect the
presence of lead in our homes.

The move also bans partial lead
service line replacements except
when emergency repairs are done and
the owner or the owner’s agent does-
n’t approve the lead service line
replacement.

Studies show that 20 to 40 percent
of a child’s lead exposure can come
from drinking water.
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■  THAT’S
NOT APPLE – A
young woman
alerted police to

a possible fraud this week. The
woman stated that on June 5, she was
at her residence on her home comput-
er when she noticed a pop-up on her
screen saying that her computer had
been infected with a virus. The pop up
showed a phone number claiming it
was AppleCare. She then called the
number to correct the issue. When in
contact she was instructed to pur-
chase $1400 in iTunes cards and call
them again to give them the security
ID’s on the tags of the cards. She did
as instructed and then realized she
may have been a victim of fraud when
her computer was not fixed. She con-

tacted the real AppleCare, which
remotely checked her computer for
viruses and they advised her that
AppleCare does not create pop ups to
advise users of viruses. Remember to
always think before sending money to
an unknown number.

■  SMOKE ALARM REMINDER –
Remember to stay safe from acciden-
tal fires this summer. In Michigan last
year, June was the deadliest month for
residential fire fatalities. Test your
smoke alarms every month, change
your batteries every six months,
change your alarms every 10 years,
and have detectors on every level and
in every bedroom. 

■  LARCENY IN A BUILDING AND
POSSESSION OF BURGLAR’S TOOLS -
On June 4, Macomb County Sheriff’s
Deputies took a larceny report of per-
sonal property from the Planet Fitness
located on Groesbeck Hwy in Mt.
Clemens. One of the members report-
ed that his lock had been cut from his
locker and personal belongings
stolen. Along with his personal

belongings, his vehicle keys were
stolen and items were also taken from
his vehicle.

Macomb County Sheriff’s deputies
worked with Planet Fitness and were
able to generate a suspect. On June 7,
Macomb County Sheriff’s received
notice that the suspect, Carl
Danielson, 39, out of Mt. Clemens was
inside Planet Fitness. Deputies arrived
and located Danielson attempting to
leave the facility. Danielson was
stopped and found to have bolt cut-
ters and property belonging to anoth-
er gym member in his possession.

Danielson was lodged at the
Macomb County Jail and these reports
were forwarded to the Macomb
County Prosecutor’s Office. Two sepa-
rate complaints were issued for
Danielson with the following charges
(total): two counts of Larceny in a
Building (4 year felony), one count of
Burglar’s Tools – Possession (10 year
felony), and one count of Breaking &
Entering – A Vehicle to Steal Property
Less Than $200.00 (93 day misde-
meanor).

Danielson was arraigned on June 8
in the 41B District Court of Clinton
Township on the above charges. He
was given a $20,000 bond and is
scheduled to be back in court on June
20.

Note: If you have any informa-
tion on the aforementioned crimes
or any other offenses, please call
the Macomb County Sheriff at 586-
469-5151.

Suspect Returns to the Scene of the Crime

POLICE PATROL

TRANSFORM 
YOUR TALENT
TRANSFORM 
YOUR TALENT

SHELBY TOWNSHIP MANPOWER
47077 Hayes Road (21 Mile & Hayes)

(586) 566-6950
Shelbytownship.mi@manpower.com

TROY/ROCHESTER MANPOWER
2885 Crooks (Crooks & Auburn Rd)

(248) 852-5605
troy.mi@manpower.com 

Proudly Serving Macomb, Oakland, St Clair, Wayne and Lapeer Counties

Direct Hire, Temp & Temp to Perm
Skilled Labor, Fork Lift, and Everything in Between!

New Jobs Daily!

SEND RESUME TO
 

Mark@GazetteMediaGroup.com

Advertising Sales Account Executive
This full time, outside sales position offers an excellent
compensation plan! It’s a great opportunity to help
local businesses grow by reaching our loyal readers.
Requires dedication, commitment, and a positive attitude

Summer Arts, Crafts & Vendors Event
Vendors are needed for a Summer

Vendor and Craft event hosted by
Debbie's Vendors Village. The event
will be held on Saturday, June 23 at
the Shelby Township Senior Center,
51670 Van Dyke.

Set up time is 12-noon with show
time from 1-3 p.m. Cost per space is
$25 which includes tablecloth, two

chairs, and a light lunch. Vendors will
be taken on a first come/first pay
basis, and only one vendor per prod-
uct (with the exception of crafters).

Find "Summer Arts, Crafts &
Vendors Event" on Facebook to learn
more.

STUDENTS IN DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOL'S Michigan Industrial Technology
Education Society (M.I.T.E.S) presented a "thin blue line" flag to Macomb
County Sheriff Wickersham on June 12. The students crafted the intricate
wooden project from scratch, and the Sheriff will be displaying it in the coun-
ty office.

THE SHELBY TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT'S new cadet class has begun
training for their future in police work. Last week, the cadets learned about
the extensive paperwork that comes along with having the police officer posi-
tion and the fingerprinting system they will utilize.

Shelby Township
Police Scooping Ice
Cream for a Cause

On Tuesday, June 26 from 4 to 8
p.m., local police will be scooping ice
cream at Ashby’s Sterling Ice Cream
Parlor to raise funds for the Shelby
Township Police Honor Guard.

The fundraiser has a special twist
this year. Attendees have the chance
to compete for an amazing prize by
eating a nine-scoop, 11-topping sun-
dae in nine minutes and 11 seconds.
The entry fee for the contest is $50 per
person, or challenge a friend and get
two sundaes for $91.10.

Ashby’s Sterling Ice Cream Parlor
is located at 46540 Van Dyke in Utica.
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ZUCCHINI 
ROMESCO

WHEN YOU BUY ANOTHER. 
Bring this in for a FREE bowl when you buy another. Valid until 7/31/18
at our locations listed below. Sorry, you can’t swap this offer for cash,

Crave Cards or a unicorn. See you soon.

3rd Annual Veteran Benefit Car and Motorcycle Show
On Saturday June 23, OPERATION:

COME H.O.M.E and Woodside Military
& Veterans will host their 3rd Annual
Veteran Benefit Car and Motorcycle
Show at Woodside Bible Church –
Troy, located at 6600 Rochester Road.

Festivities will take place between
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. with associated 7:30
a.m. Heroes Salute Bike Run, gathering
at 7 a.m. in the church parking lot.

Dan Broihan, Executive Director
and founder of OPERATION: COME
H.O.M.E., along with their experienced
development and operations partners,
Medallion Management and Zero Day,
are in discussions with the appropri-
ate community officials to gain public
support, obtain an identified property
and to fund the construction a 50 to 75
unit affordable, Veteran apartment in
Pontiac.

"These men and women took an
oath to defend our constitution, our
country and its citizens,” says Broihan.
“Stop and think, all who call this coun-
try home, do so because of a Veteran
that defended our freedom with their
very lives. Please remember to say a
huge ‘Thank you!’ to all Veterans you
know or meet.  And for the few that
came back needing our assistance,
help us pay the due respect, honor
and assistance they earned. ‘H.O.M.E.’
stands for Honor Our Military for
Eternity because all who served
deserve the best, for eternity.”

As a partner of OPERATION:
COME H.O.M.E., Mahindra Automotive
North America, Ram’s Horn of

Rochester Hills, with Rochester Hills’
Express Employment Professionals
and ServPro of Fraser are teamed up
to present a fantastic display of
Classics, New and Old Muscle, Tuners,
Corvettes and everything in between
at their 3rd annual car show. In addi-
tion to the cars, the show is now also
featuring the new Mahindra ROXOR

off-road vehicle and the first ABC
Harley-Davidson “Hero Salute” bike
show and run.

And, as a special treat for the kids,
the show will also feature the METRO
DETROIT GHOSTBUSTERS, an R/C
track, from Larry’s Performance R/Cs
and a Troy First Responders Corner
where there will be great photo oppor-

tunities, plenty of free food and face
painting for the kids. So bring your
kids, grandkids, friends and neighbors
to help OPERATION: COME H.O.M.E.
and Woodside Bible Church honor our
nation’s Veterans.  If you have a car or
bike you wish to show, you can regis-
ter online at the OPERATION: COME
H.O.M.E. website, opcomehome.org.

OPERATION: COME H.O.M.E is a
fully tax deductible 501(c)3 non-profit
organization assisting our deserving
veterans and their immediate family
members in crisis transition back into
our society. If you would like to donate
or become a sponsor for this event,
please visit opcomehome.org or call
844-842-6524.

Macomb College to Offer Tesla START Training Program
Macomb Community College will

launch an automotive service techni-
cian training program from electric
vehicle manufacturer, Tesla, this fall.
This intensive 12-week technical train-
ing program is designed to provide

students with the skills necessary for
job placement as service technicians
at Tesla Service Centers, which are
located across the country. Macomb
is the third community college in the
United States to offer the program.

“The Tesla START program pro-
vides Macomb students with a unique
opportunity to position themselves at
the forefront of emerging opportuni-
ties in a challenging and fast-moving
industry,” said Joe Petrosky, dean,
Engineering and Advanced

Technology. “Students will benefit
from job-specific training, a chance to
earn while they learn, a job opportuni-
ty pipeline and a foothold in the future
of the automotive industry.”

Tesla will provide the curriculum

and instructors and will work with stu-
dents on job placement upon success-
ful completion of the program.
Students will train on the college’s
South Campus in Warren, in a space
designed to simulate a Tesla Service
location, with three to five Tesla vehi-
cles, including Model S, Model X and
Model 3. During the course of the pro-
gram, students will develop technical
expertise and earn certifications
through a blended approach of class-
room theory, hands-on labs and self-

paced learning.
The student fee for the program is

$1,500. Students accepted into the
program are considered interns and
will earn an hourly wage as they learn.
The 12-week program runs eight hours
per day, five days per week.

On successful completion of the
program, graduates are eligible for
employment with Tesla at one of their
76 service locations across the coun-
try and can earn a competitive region-
al salary with company equity and a
generous benefits package. Tesla
works with the students on their pre-
ferred Service Center placement and
assists with relocation.

Those interested in this program
are urged to attend an information
session scheduled for Tuesday, June
26, 6 – 7:30 p.m., on the college’s South
Campus, Building S, Auditorium 101.
The ideal candidate for the program is
a graduate or soon-to-be graduate of a
certified automotive education pro-
gram with an interest in working on
electric vehicles. To sign up for the
information session, visit
www.macomb.edu/tesla or call 586-
445-7108. To apply for the program,
applicants can visit   www.tesla.com/
careers/tesla-start. Interviews begin
June 27 and the first session begins
August 20.

Fireworks Festival at Packard Proving Grounds

The PPG Fireworks Festival will be
held at the historic Packard Proving
Grounds on Tuesday, July 3 starting at
5 p.m., followed by the Shelby
Township DDA Independence Day
Fireworks at 10 p.m.

The celebration will offer live
entertainment, kids’ activities, conces-
sions, shopping, an Independence Day
ceremony and more. The main stage
program will offer a full lineup of live
entertainment from local music acts
and dance groups. Local vendors will
offer a variety of products and servic-
es and delicious food, drink and snack

concessions will be offered in the food
court.

Family/group parking and admis-
sion passes are available for $15
online at ppgff18.com, and a limited
number will be available for $20 at the
gate. A $10 admission pass is available
for walk-ins parking off-site.

Packard Proving Grounds is locat-
ed at 49965 Van Dyke at 22.5 mile.
Gates open at 4 p.m. Pets, coolers, fire-
works, alcohol, weapons, outside food
and beverages and unaccompanied
minors are not permitted. Rain date is
July 10.
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`GEMINI (May 21-June 20): About

60% of the planets are forming

what is called a Grand Square on your

chart this month, and this isn’t good

news for twins. In fact, you may want to

keep a relatively low profile during the

first part of June. Otherwise, you may

experience conflict at work and turmoil

at home. Yet, around mid-month, when

Mercury comes out of retrograde,

things will turn around for you. Just

think of your life as a movie this month,

and you’re the hero, of course.

aCANCER (June 21-July 22):

Planetary power is balanced

throughout your chart this month, so

you’ll likely feel relaxed through June.

Unfortunately, though, a lot of signs are

still feeling the effects of Mercury and

other planets in retrograde. This means

that some of your friends, family mem-

bers and coworkers may not respond

incredibly well to your positivity. Even

your significant other – depending on

their sign – might get a little annoyed

with your “glass-is-half” spunkiness. Be

patient and try to cut them a little slack.

bLEO (July 23-Aug-22): So sorry,

Leo, but yours is one of the signs

that’s still feeling the effects of Mercury

in retrograde. And for you, this means

that your finances won’t be in excellent

shape during the first part of the month.

Don’t fret too much, though, because

things should pick up around the 17th.

The starts are right for you to experi-

ence a surge in popularity in mid-June.

Use your undeniable charm to get

ahead at work.

cVIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Mars is

in your House this month, Virgo,

so you’re likely feeling more aggressive

than usual. However, the influence of

Mercury in retrograde is wreaking

havoc on your self-esteem. Mid-month

should bring about a positive change.

Through all of this, you’ll maintain your

dedication and perseverance at work.

You may even get a promotion or a raise

before July rolls around.

dLIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): For you,

Libra, the effects of Pluto in retro-

grade may mean that money is a little

tighter than usual. This should clear up

and turn around right after the 15th, but

not before mild financial strain puts ten-

sion on your romantic relationship. Try

to keep your cool with your partner. It

will all be okay in a little while. And if

you’re single, June won’t be the greatest

month for finding the love of your life.

That’s okay – if you’re actively looking,

July will be here before you know it. In

the meantime, enjoy watching only the

TV shows that you want to watch. You

may not be so privileged when you’re

one half of a couple.

eSCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): Both

the sun and the moon will be

responsible for some major changes in

your work environment. Don’t worry,

your natural take-charge attitude will

get you through just about anything.

Besides, these may be positive changes,

so just stay on your toes and be ready.

Venus may cause some turmoil in your

romantic relationship. And while you

may secretly love a little drama from

time to time, don’t let arguments get too

heated. Try to keep as calm as possible

until the 19th rolls around.

fSAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21):

About 50% of your planets are in

retrograde this month, Sagittarius, so

everything may seem a bit chaotic right

now. Take a deep breath and take on

everything that life throws at you like

the strong and yes, a little stubborn,

Sagittarius you are. Around the 18th,

you’ll catch a big break, and things will

start to calm down at work and at home.

And you’ll be even stronger for having

weathered the storm.

gCAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19):

Something called the Grand

Square Phase of the Planets is making

life at work a little more stressful than

usual for you right now. You may even

find yourself caught in the middle of a

conflict and forced to make a difficult

decision. That’s okay. You’re a natural

leader. It’s likely that you’ll be an active

part of the solution to whatever issue is

playing out. Things should settle down

by the 18th.

hAQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18):

Good news! Mercury is all set for

forward momentum around the 17th, so

things are looking up. In fact, if you’ve

experienced some financial strain

recently, get ready for some much-need-

ed relief. Also, things at work should

start going more smoothly, and you

should have less stress on the job.

Finally, if you’re single, Venus is behav-

ing for you this month, and love might

be just around the corner. Perhaps it's

someone whom you’ve thought of as

“just a friend.” Take another look and

think again.

iPISCES (Feb 19-Mar 20): The

effects of Mercury in retrograde

might make you feel shy and less confi-

dent than usual, but Mars is in your

House of Love this month, so watch out

world. This influence should conquer

the Mercury-caused self-doubt and

make you formidable if you’re single and

dating. So, if you’ve got your eye on a

special someone, go for it. Chances are,

they won’t even know what hit them. If

you’re married or in a relationship, your

partner will be pleased to see that spark

in your eyes.

^ARIES (March 21-April 19):

About 50% of the planets are in

retrograde this month, so it may seem

like you’re making little or no progress

toward your goals. This is frustrating, to

say the very least. However, you may

find that being forced to slow down

actually benefits your relationship with

that special someone – if you keep an

open mind. Instead of fretting about

work, raises, and promotions, plan a

nice evening out. You can always rejoin

the rat race in July.

_TAURUS (April 20-May 20):

Venus is lurking in your sign this

month, Taurus, so if you’re single and

looking for romance, you may be in luck.

It's even possible that romance will find

you – consider yourself warned.

However, bulls already in relationships

may experience some mild to moderate

turbulence during the middle of the

month. But, with a little patience and

willingness to compromise, this “storm”

should pass quickly. Just take a deep

breath and remember that you don’t

have to win every argument.

99.9% Effective Results!
You Spend Your Time And Hard Earned Money To Keep Your 

Backyard Looking Nice, You Deserve To Enjoy It MOSQUITO FREE!  

For More Information Visit

MosquitoOne.com or Call 734-922-5700
“Seasonal Packages Available”

NO MORE MOSQUITOES, PERIOD!

Single Application Only. 
First Time Client Only. 

Expires 8/31/18.

$2500 
OFF

Regular $74.95*

Now $49.95
*Up to 1/2 acre property size. 

Each additional 1/2 acre 
only $10 more!

Gemini, Keep a Low Profile to Avoid Conflict

YOUR JUNE
HOROSCOPE
by
PAULA LYNDE

Father's Day Brunch at Packard Proving Grounds
Celebrate with dad in a historic

way on Sunday, June 17 at 12-noon at
the Packard Proving Grounds Historic
Site.

“The Father's Day BBQ Brunch. is
a unique way to honor dad” said Event
Coordinator, Mary Anne Demo. “There
will be site tours with our knowledge-
able docents plus some fun lawn
games, children's crafts, live music
and the opportunity to take a photo
with an original Packard car. Weather
permitting, even a ride around the
boulevard will add to the fun."

Expect your favorite selections

prepared by Chowhound Gourmet.
The menu includes pulled pork slid-
ers, smoked BBQ brisket, chicken &
waffles, mac & cheese, corn, fresh
fruit, garden salad, specialty corn-
bread, chocolate chip cookies &
brownies, and coffee, tea and lemon-
ade.

Advance registration required
online at PackardProvingGrounds.org.
Tickets are $25 per person, $15 for
children 6-12 and free for kids five and
under.

Additionally, this year marks the
90th anniversary of the site which first
opened on June 14, 1928. To commem-
orate, the foundation is exhibiting the
Miller 91 Packard Cable Special auto-
mobile, which was originally driven by
Leon Duray. He broke a world close-
coursed speed record at the site in
1928.

Proceeds benefit the Packard
Motor Car Foundation, a 501c3 organi-
zation with the on-going restoration of
the 17-acre automotive historical site,
which is rich in history and located at
29965 Van Dyke Ave, between 22 and
23 Mile Roads in Shelby Township.
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Come celebrate summer with All
Seasons of Rochester Hills and enjoy a
complimentary Sizzling Summer BBQ
on Thursday, June 21 at 12-Noon.
Learn more about All Seasons Senior
Living by taking a tour of this active,
independent, resort-style senior com-
munity and meet resident ambassa-
dors who will be on hand to answer
any questions you may have.

If you're a Senior looking to
downsize and have the independence
that you've dreamed all about, come
explore the endless opportunities that
All Seasons has to offer. From partici-

pating in fascinating cultural adven-
tures, enjoying weekly live entertain-
ment, dining in elegance with deli-
cious meals and enjoying spacious 1
and 2 bedroom residences, they have
it all! Come and experience for your-
self why All Seasons of Rochester Hills
is the Superior Choice in Senior Living! 

Seating is limited for this event, so
please call 248-260-2869 to RSVP by
Monday, June 18 or email
ASRHDirectorOfSales@beztak.com. All
Seasons of Rochester Hills is located
at 175 E. Nawakwa Rd. just north of M-
59 at Rochester Rd.

Bellbrook of Rochester Hills, a St.
Joseph Mercy Senior Community and
part of Trinity Health Senior
Communities, is proudly celebrating its
30th anniversary this month.
Bellbrook’s first staff member is still
employed at Bellbrook today – just one
example of the exceptional resident,
family, and colleague-satisfaction scores
the five-star rated community holds.

"Bellbrook's spirit of community

spans from our residents to our dedi-
cated staff, some of which have been
with Bellbrook since the very begin-
ning," said Libby Delaney,Bellbrook’s
Executive Director. "As we've evolved
through the last 30 years, our commit-
ment to care in a warm and friendly
environment has never wavered. We've
become a little family as we work
together every day to ensure each resi-
dent and employee is honored and liv-
ing their best life."

As a life plan community, Bellbrook
offers independent living, assisted liv-
ing, memory care, and skilled nursing,
including short-term rehabilitation and
long-term care.

Bellbrook sets itself apart as a faith-
based community with a long history of
supporting the greater Rochester com-
munity and Metro Detroit charities.
With two full-time chaplains on staff, a
variety of religious activities are offered,
including Catholic mass twice weekly
and interfaith services on Sundays.

Bellbrook is active in the local Meals on
Wheels program, Alzheimer's
Association, and Faith in Action. The
senior-living community recently part-
nered with Rochester College and
Leader Dogs for the Blind to raise a
puppy that graduated and returned to
Leader Dogs to be partnered with a visu-
ally-impaired person. Bellbrook is proud
to currently partner once more with
Leader Dogs for the Blind to train a sec-

ond puppy.
Bellbrook’s independent-living

opportunities provide the advantages of
advanced healthcare services, encour-
aging seniors to live life to the fullest
without unnecessary stressors. A few of
Bellbrook’s unique features include:

• Faith-based, nonprofit senior living
• 30 years of quality five-star ratings
• Smoke-free campuses (inside and

outside)
• Beautiful, scenic setting minutes

from dining and shopping in downtown
Rochester

• Restaurant-style dining with a focus
on fresh food, made-from-scratch
options

• Residents and their guests, along
with the public, are welcome to relax
and dine at Oakglen restaurant,
Bellbrook’s onsite restaurant, open
daily for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

• Rochester Hills Public Library satel-
lite branch located onsite

• Onsite beauty salon offering hair

and nail services
• Housekeeping services
• 24/7 maintenance and security
• Activities and entertainment
• Local transportation

For additional information on
Bellbrook, contact Megan Brooks at
megan.brooks@trinity-health.org or 248-
656-6304.

Editor's Note: A previously pub-
lished version of this story misnum-
bered Bellbrook's anniversary once
as 13 when it is in fact 30. We apolo-
gize for the error and congratulate
the senior community on three
decades of success.

Come tour Bellbrook for exceptional Independent and Assisted 
Living options:
•   The only faith-based, non-profi t senior life plan* community in the 

Rochester Hills area.

•   30 years of being a quality 5-star senior community.

•   Restaurant-style dining room offering three meals daily.

•   Full calendar of activities, outings and social clubs.

Sign your lease by June 30 and lock in your rate for a year!
•   Contact us to learn more about our 30th Anniversary discount special.

*  Our life plan communities offer independent living opportunities, while still providing 
advanced healthcare services when you might need them later in life. 

THE TIME 
IS NOW

Please contact Megan at 

(248) 656-6304 Megan.Brooks@trinity-health.org

Bellbrook, 873 W. Avon Road, Rochester Hills, MI 48307

www.BellbrookRochesterHills.org

Discover how affordable Senior Living 
can be at Bellbrook!

Find us on Facebook! 

Bellbrook of Rochester Hills Celebrates 30th Anniversary Seniors, Join All Seasons of Rochester
Hills for a Sizzling Summer BBQ

Margaret Moulis and Colleen Cleveland, who have both been employed at
Bellbrook since it opened 30 years ago.
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We Are Here For You
328 E. Lafayette • Romeo, MI 48065

586-336-9440
www.angelicasplacemi.com

ROMEO… IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE

Caring is Our Calling

Approximately 25 Minutes From Sterling Heights, Troy, Rochester & Macomb

248-619-6692
visit us at: steponbustours.com
email: steponbustours@gmail.com

FUN TRIPS: STEP ON BUS TOURS
Houdini, Ford, Capone - Sightseeing on Detroit River - Lunch will

 be included - See Windsor & Amherstburg - $99/person

The Wyandotte Street Art Fair - $35/person

Saugatuck - Please note that there is no casino stop - $95/person

GARDEN OF THE GODS, THE ROYAL GORGE & COLORADO SPRINGS

 Get an up-close view of the breathtaking Rocky Mountains on our

 Colorado tour - $959/person

Old New Detroit Tour – See how Detroit is rapidly changing - $65/person

 Wine Trail Tour - Visit 3 wineries - Lunch is included along with a  

     unique presentation from each winery -$85/person

Shipshewana - Meal at Das Essen Haus, Flea Market - $85/person

Art Prize - See Art Prize the day before it officially opens in 

Grand Rapids - Lunch will be included - No casino stop - $75/person

JULY 2 

 

JULY 12
JULY 18

AUG. 4-12

 AUG 16
AUG 22

AUG 28
 SEPT 18

Everybody loves a vacation with-
out the headache and hassle that goes
into the planning. That’s not to men-
tion the money. Vacations are nice, but
they can also be energy-killers, caus-
ing many to question if there is a dif-
ferent way to spend our spare time.

Cue the “staycation.” 
Some cannot afford a traditional

vacation, take an extended period of
time off work or simply do not have
the patience to plan an entire trip.
Step On Bus Tours offers individuals a
chance to explore their own backyard.
Instead of having to save and plan,
Step On Bus Tours allows for an alter-
native—a comfortable “staycation.” 

“Our tours are not the typical slow
paced monotone voice-over tours,”
said Rose Szwed, President of the
Ferndale based company. “Those who
ride with us are taken on a tour just as
exciting as it is informative. Tours
include riveting historic tales, inter-
esting trivia, pop quizzes, prizes and
costumes. 

Keeping participants comfortable
for the duration of the trip is of top

priority for the company. Only roomy
motor coaches with cozy front facing
seats and large windows are used for
the tour and every vehicle is handicap
accessible. Step On Bus Tours also
makes sure to provide a snack and suf-
ficient time at each stop along the way. 

Past travelers with Step On Bus
Tours rave about utilizing it for their
vacation needs. One guest stated that
he is unable to take extended periods
of time off so he goes on day trips,
which give him the vacation he des-
perately needs and time to get away
and decompress. Another guest said
she saves money by going on different
tours. She can travel to many different
places, but she does not have to break
the bank to do so. 

Step On Bus Tours offers guests
many opportunities for affordable
trips. Those who are really interested
in traveling and exploring new places,
but don’t want to spend a fortune can
select one of the “$35 Adventures,” or
combine three for $90 or five for $155.

These excursions fall all through-
out the summer with trips on: July 12

to the Wyandotte Street Art Fair, July
13 to the Michigan Lavender Festival,
August 1 to Port Huron and August 30
to the St. Clair Beach. 

Step On Bus Tours also provides
themed tours, including a Victorian
Tea Party on July 26; Quilts, Quakers
and Questors on July 30 and a Wine
Trail tour on August 22. 

For those who are feeling extra
adventurous and would still like a
vacation out of state, but do not want
to have to go through the pain of plan-
ning out every detail, Step On Bus
Tours has developed a few special
extended tours that travel beyond
Michigan. 

These tours include: Garden of the
Gods in Colorado on August 4-12;
Washington D.C. on August 24-28;
Chicago on September 23-27 and
Branson, Missouri on October 15-20.
Step On Bus Tours has gone through
the trouble of planning out every facet
of the trip to guarantee an experience
unlike any other. 

Guests who choose to attend a
Step On Bus Tours trip are selecting
an “all-inclusive” motor coach tour
company. Instead of having to drive
themselves to the destination, guests
just have to step onto a luxury motor
coach, approved by the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration, with
our licensed and insured drivers, and
sit back as an experienced tour guide
leads them through their trip. 

A “staycation” can tick off the
same boxes as vacations, like rest and
relaxation or experiencing new things,
the trick is you just need to explore
nearby places which you have never
paid attention to before. 

Step On Bus Tours is a premier
tour bus company with over 25
years of experience in the industry.
The company offers a limited num-
ber of tours, ensuring thorough
research on excursion topics prior
to any trip. For more information,
call 248-619-6692 or visit steponbus-
tours.com

Staycation: Step On The Bus - Ride With UsJoin the Macomb Healthcare
Providers Group for a free networking
event at the Red Ox Tavern, located at
45411 Park Ave in Utica next to Dave &
Buster's. The meeting is held the sec-
ond Thursday each month from 11:30
a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wendy Jones, owner of Next Steps 4

Seniors, will share information about her
radio program and the non-profit she is
starting for lower income older adults.

Bring your business cards,
brochures, flyers, and your elevator
speech. If you have a topic you would like
to present to the group, email
Macombhealthcareproviders@gmail.com.

Macomb Healthcare Providers Monthly Meeting

Question:  What are some of the dif-
ferences between Assisted Living &
Memory Care communities that I should
be aware of?

A: I recommend that you select a commu-
nity that is state licensed as Home for the
Aged.  This means that third parties provide
impartial oversight, including the Fire
Marshall, Health Department and State
Surveyors who will represent your best inter-

ests.  Also, they should employ certified care-
givers who participate in ongoing trainings in
first aid and nursing care.  And, a Registered
Nurse should provide onsite oversight of med-
ication management and overall care supervi-
sion.  Licensed and certified staff brings peace
of mind to you and your loved ones.

Question: I am looking for a senior
assisted living apartment for my mother
who has significant needs. How will the
staff know if she needs help?

A: When looking for an assisted living
apartment for a loved-one with many needs
you should do your research. Look for a branch
that has resident call and other security sys-
tems that can keep them safe. The branch
should have every entrance monitored and
secured from the outside in. Some have state-
of-the-art monitoring systems designed specif-
ically for their branch and utilize wearable
pendants which immediately notifies the staff
with the press of a button. Many also have

multiple pull cords in the apartment to notify
the caregiver that their assistance is needed.
Specially designed watches have also been
developed for those who need even more
supervision. Talking with an experienced
branch representative to inform you of their
security systems and if they are proactive with
their approach can help with your choice of a
secure assisted living apartment for your
loved-one.

Laura Smigielski is a licensed
professional counselor (LPC) and a
licensed nursing home administra-
tor (LNHA). She is currently the
Executive Director for Bickford
Assisted Living and Memory Care in
Shelby Township. 

Please feel free to send Laura
any questions you may have to 
laura.smigielski@enrichinghappiness.com

or call her at 586-685-5800.

Questions and Answers about Assisted Living

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR

by 

LAURA SMIGIELSKI,  LPC,
LNHA, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR FOR BICKFORD
ASSISTED LIVING AND
MEMORY CARE



ADOPTION
♥ ADOPTION: ♥ Adoring, musical, happily
married, financially secure couple will
LOVE & CHERISH 1st baby. Expenses
paid ♥ 1-800-997-1720 ♥

1/1

LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

Brick Paver repair. Weed and moss errad-
ication. Landscape design, specimen
large trees and evergreens. Retaining wall
specialist. Old school professional, land-
scaping Michigan homes for 60 years.
Dave 248-640-6841

5/5

FOR SALE
(30) HUMMEL figurines covering sixty
years. Call 586-884-6448.

1/1

HELP WANTED
Part-time, yard work, assistance needed.
$15/hour. 28 mile area. 248-652-3141 

3/3

TECHNOLOGICAL
SUPPORT

Teach you everything you need to know
about your phone and hooking it to your
car for $75! Call Paige 303-929-9938.

2/2

TOPSOIL, MULCH
SAND & GRAVEL

Topsoil, Mulch, Compost, Fillsands,
Tilesands,
Drainage Stones, Crushed Concrete,
Limestone,
Filldirt, Trucking, Excavating, Septics,
Tebben Brothers Ltd. 248-652-7188

9/12

CONCRETE
WORKS

Driveways, Sidewalks, Floors, Porches,
Chimneys, Fireplaces, etc. New & Repair
Tebben Brothers Ltd. 248-652-7188

9/12

PAINTING
Affordable Interior Painting - Most jobs
done in one or two days. Pictures avail-
able upon request. Call Tom at 586-244-
9405. 

2/2

MASSAGE
Certified massage therapist
30 plus years experience
Looking for new customers
Call for more information 248-688-5540

3/3

HOUSE FOR
SALE

Troy,4bdrm,2.5 bath Colonial,2058 sf,3
car garage,quiet cul-de-sac street,3 sea-

son sunroom,By appointment
only,$355,000, 248-879-5632

VOLUNTEER
HOPE NOT HANDCUFFS

Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN),
aimed at bringing law enforcement and
community organizations together in an
effort to find viable treatment options for
individuals seeking help to reduce
dependency with heroin, prescription
drugs, and alcohol. 
A person struggling with any drug addic-
tion can come to any of the participating
police agencies and ask for help. They will
be greeted with support, compassion and
respect. Hope Not Handcuffs volunteer
‘Angels’ help with paperwork and provide
compassionate support until a treatment
option is found.  Angel's can choose their
own time slot by signing up to be on call
for just 2 four hour blocks per month.

To sign up and learn more, visit 
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer

ADOPT A PET
The Humane Society of Macomb works to
prevent cruelty to animals, and place
adoptable pets into good, permanent
homes with responsible owners and pro-
mote spaying and neutering to prevent
overpopulation. The Humane Society of
Macomb has many cats, dogs, puppies
and kittens waiting for a new home. They
are open Monday through Saturday, 10
a.m.– 3 p.m. for adoptions. Give them a
call at 586-731-9210, and visit them at
11350 22 Mile Road in Utica.

Dixie

ADOPT A PET
Mason

Little Foot

Cee Cee
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Sudoku

INTERNS
•  News, Sports, &
  Digital roles available
•  Must be in pursuit of
  relevant degree
•  Ability to work at our
  office in Troy 

Interested?
Send your resume and a short introduction to

Andrew@GazetteMediaGroup.com

FREELANCE
WRITERS
•  City Council meetings
•  Business spotlights
•  Event coverage
  with photos

Seeking Editorial Interns
and Freelance Writers
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STEVE MILLER BAND WITH
PETER FRAMPTON

SUN, JUNE 17 - 7 p.m.
DTE Music Theatre, Clarkston

CHROMEO
FRI, JUNE 22 - 8 p.m.

Royal Oak Music Theatre

ERYKAH BADU & NAS
SAT, JUNE 23 - 8 p.m.

Chene Park, Detroit

RE-CURE: THE CURE TRIBUTE
SAT, JUNE 23 - 8 p.m.
Magic Bag, Ferndale

TOO MUCH LIGHT MAKES
THE BABY GO BLIND
FRI, JUNE 22 - 8 p.m.

Planet Ant Theatre, Hamtramck

MATHANGI DANCE
CREW'S MAYA

SAT, JUNE 23 - 5 p.m.
Clawson High School

MIKE TYSON: UNDISPUTED
TRUTH ROUND 2

SUN, JUNE 24 - 8 p.m.
MGM Grand, Detroit

POLLINATOR'S GARDEN
WED, JUNE 20 - 1:30 p.m.

Clinton-Macomb, North Branch

AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB
THU, JUNE 21 - 1 p.m.
Shelby Township Library

ROCK PAINTING
TUE, JUNE 19 - 1 p.m.

Utica Public Library

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS
WED, JUNE 20 - 6:30 p.m.

Graubner Library, Washington

CD SCRATCH ART
SAT, JUNE 23 - 12 noon

Graubner Library, Washington

PRINTMAKING
MON, JUNE 25 - 1 p.m.

Clinton-Macomb, North Branch

SUPERFLY
Action, R

STEP UP 2:
THE STREETS

Drama, PG-13

THE IMAGINARIUM OF
DOCTOR PARNASSUS
Adventure/Fantasy, PG-13

RED SPARROW
Drama, R

INCREDIBLES 2
Action, PG

Kids & TeensKids & Teens

MusicMusic

On StageOn Stage

LibraryLibrary

NOW IN
THEATERS

SUPERFLY
Career criminal Youngblood Priest wants out of the Atlanta drug scene, but
as he ramps up sales, one little slip up threatens to bring the whole operation
down before he can make his exit.

INCREDIBLES 2
Elastigirl springs into action to save the day, while Mr. Incredible faces his
greatest challenge yet – taking care of the problems of his three children.
Featuring the voices of Craig T. Nelson, Holly Hunter, and Sarah Vowell.

NOW IN
THEATERS

Reviewed by Suzanne Angeo (Member,
American Theatre Critics Association)
and Greg Angeo (Member Emeritus, San
Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics
Circle)

To close out its 52nd season,
Meadow Brook Theatre has chosen
“Burt & Me”, by Pennsylvania musi-
cian, teacher and playwright Larry
McKenna. You don’t necessarily have
to be a fan of Burt Bacharach to enjoy
this breezy jukebox musical, but it
helps. It’s a fluffy, spun confection, like
cotton candy. It may be a little too
sweet for some tastes. But sometimes,
isn’t that just what you need to really
unwind these days?

More than 60 years ago, jazz-pop
composer Bacharach partnered with
lyricist Hal David, and they hit the top
of the mainstream pop charts by the
mid-1960s with such iconic tunes as
“I’ll Never Fall in Love Again” and “Do
You Know the Way to San Jose”. Their
award-winning songs were written for,
or covered by, hundreds of major
stars of the day, like Dionne Warwick
and The Carpenters. Bacharach and
David’s music even found its way into
hit movie soundtracks like “Butch
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid” and
Broadway musicals like Neil Simon’s
“Promises, Promises”.

“Burt & Me” is an affectionate
homage to the songwriters, the music,
and the times. It centers around a guy
named Joe as he narrates the story of
his teenage self and his romance with
high school sweetheart Lacy: Boy
meets girl, boy loses girl, boy gets girl

back again, boy and girl do a lot of
singing and dancing in between. With
gentle comedy, it chronicles life in
Catholic high school, parental rela-
tionships, crushes and teen angst.
According to playwright McKenna, the
plot is semi-autobiographical – except
in real life, McKenna didn’t get the girl

in the end. Mostly a comfortable main-
stay of eastern regional theatre, “Burt
& Me” has yet to break into the big
time.

Tim Dolan presents the lead char-
acter Joe as a charming boy-next-door
with good dance moves and vocals.
Darilyn Castillo as his love interest
Lacey has the chance to showcase her
superb voice and lovely ingenue stage
presence.

Jason Williams as Joe’s best
friend Jerry provides a great comic
counterpoint. In a noteworthy per-
formance, Richard Marlatt plays multi-

ple roles, hilarious and touching by
turns as Joe’s father, piano teacher
Mrs Bernstein, Father DeJoseph and a
ruler-wielding nun. Rounding out the
perky ensemble cast are Allison Hunt-
Kaufmann, Sara Kmiec and Brendan
Lindberg.

The production at Meadow Book

seemed to be a bit under-rehearsed at
the Press Opening performance.
Vocals, and some of the instruments,
are disappointingly pitchy in spots.
But there’s that likeable, mostly-
Equity cast, ably guided by veteran
director Travis Walter. And there’s
cute, lively choreography by
Christopher George Patterson (so
excellent in Meadow Brook’s “All
Night Strut”).

Musical arrangements are suit-
ably dated to recall the period, but
some of the old-timey dance numbers
look like they were taken from even

further back - like Vaudeville. The set
by Kristen Gribbin is colorful and ver-
satile, presented as vibrant stacks of
cubes decorated with singles and LPs.
Panels slide out, bearing a kitchen
table or a bedroom set, depending on
what the scene calls for.

Most of the songs in the show
were huge hits half a century ago. For
those who went to high school in the
60s and 70s, hearing them again will
trigger memories of those times, rush-
ing back like the tide. “Burt & Me”
offers lightweight entertainment with
an ending that will lift your spirits.
And guaranteed, those songs will be
stuck in your head for days afterword.
Which is a good thing.

Burt & Me is playing at Meadow
Brook now through June 24. Show
times are 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Wednesdays, and Saturday, June 23; 8
p.m. Thursdays and Fridays; 6 p.m.
Saturday, June 16 ; 2 p.m. Sundays,
and 6:30 p.m. Sunday, June 17. Tickets
are $28 to $43.

Meadow Brook Theatre at Wilson
Hall is located at Oakland University -
378 Meadow Brook Rd., in Rochester
Hills. More information is available at
www.mbtheatre.com.

Meadow Brook Theatre's season
is supported in part by the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs,
the National Endowment for the Arts,
the Kresge Foundation, the Fred and
Barbara Erb Family Foundation, the
Shubert Foundation and the Meadow
Brook Theatre Guild.

“Burt & Me” at Meadow Brook Theatre a Sweet Treat

Photo courtesy of Meadow Brook Theatre.
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AR T S & EN T E R T A I N M E N T

By ALEXANDRA LOYD
Earlier this year, Auburn

Elementary School in Auburn Hills cre-
ated an art project, a string of red, white,
and blue colored boxes put together to
embody the American Flag for Veterans
Day, and sent it as a submission to the
highly competitive ArtPrize, an annual
art competition in the heart of
Grand Rapids. Recently, it was
announced that their submis-
sion, Common Thread: A
Tapestry of Courage, was cho-
sen to be a part of the contest,
and will be displayed during
the duration of ArtPrize at the
Grand Rapids Police
Department for viewing.

ArtPrize is an independ-
ently organized art competi-
tion that takes place for 19
days each fall in Grand Rapids.
Any artist working in any medi-
um from anywhere in the world
is encouraged to submit their
artwork, where if chosen,
would be displayed in popular
downtown bars, museums,
restaurants, parks, hotels,
bridges, etc. In 2017, there
were 1,346 works created by
roughly 1,512 artists from 42
states and 47 countries. More
than $500,000 dollars in prizes
are awarded each year, entirely
by public vote. The competi-
tion attracts close to 500,000
visitors a year, making it (some
years) the most attended pub-
lic art event in the world.

“It’s an honor to know that
members of our own commu-
nity have been chosen through
tough competition to have a spot in the
contest to display their hard work and
respect to our veterans. Every student
in attendance at Auburn Elementary
school had a hand in helping to create

the final product. I told students we
wanted to submit a piece of artwork this
year that was “patriotic” themed and
asked them to brainstorm ideas. A few
different ideas came out of the brain-
storm session –one that stood out the
most was an idea of a rubix cube made
with red, white, and blue. This student

idea led us to our idea to create a flag
made with boxes,” shared Kelly Folger,
the art teacher at Auburn Elementary.

“It took quite a while to create this
piece. It is made with close to 250 boxes.

There were easily close to 30 hours put
in to this project by the entire student
body, staff, and parent volunteers.” Each
colored box was painted, and then col-
laged by whatever 3D objects were
found, such as sand, yarn, fabric, etc.
The red boxes have poppy flowers
made of tissue paper to represent the

100th anniversary of the end of
WW1. Photos of veterans were
collected by the Auburn
Elementary families and teach-
ers, and were then glued to the
inside edges of the boxes to
symbolize that they hold our
country together and give
meaning to the flag every day.  

Aside from just creating
beautiful art, in making the
flag, educational aspects were
woven into the process.
“Students learned about the
symbolism of the poppy flow-
ers and the colors of the flag
along with the meaning of
Veteran’s Day,” shared Folger.
Alongside Folger worked Lori
Sakalian, a fifth grade teacher.
“Lori and I both plan to visit
ArtPrize to see the project on
display! We are looking for
grants and other avenues to
assist in funding a field trip
bus.”

The community is proud
of the hard work our fellow
community members and kids
have put into this outstanding
project, and is excited to sup-
port them in the competition
this upcoming fall season at
ArtPrize. This year, ArtPrize
will take place from September

19th through October 7th in Grand
Rapids, so make sure to come out and
vote for Common Thread: A Tapestry of
Courage!

The Detroit Symphony Orchestra
(DSO) returns to venues across Metro
Detroit as the 2018 William Davidson
Neighborhood Concert Series contin-
ues. Christoph Köning will conduct the
DSO in a program that includes Boris
Blacher’s Variations on a Theme of
Paganini, Dvořák’s Violin Concerto in A
minor (with featured soloist Veronika
Eberle), and Brahms’ Symphony No. 4.

The Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts will host the DSO for a
leg of their Neighborhood Concert
series on Friday, June 22 at 8 p.m.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $10
for children and students, and can be
purchased online at dso.org/neighbor-
hood. Tickets will not be sold online
past 8 p.m. the night prior to each per-
formance, but will still be available for
purchase at the Macomb Center.

Christoph Kon̈ig currently serves
as principal conductor and music
director of the Solistes Européens,
Luxembourg, with whom he has per-

formed at the Cologne Philharmonie
and Schleswig- Holstein Music Festival.
He previously served as principal con-
ductor of the Orquestra Sinfońica do
Porto Casa da Muśica, assistant con-
ductor/Korrepetiteur at the Dresden
Opera/Sächsische Staatskapelle, and
erster kapellmeister at the Opera in
Bonn.  

As a guest conductor, König has
appeared with the Orchestre de Paris,
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Danish
National Symphony, Los Angeles
Philharmonic, Pittsburgh Symphony
Orchestra, and many others. Also com-
fortable on the opera stage, König has
led Die Zauberfloẗe and Il Turco in Italia
at Zurich Opera, Die Entfuḧrung aus
dem Serail at the Teatro Real in Madrid,
Don Giovanni at the Staatsoper
Stuttgart, and Die Zauberflo ̈te and
Rigoletto at Deutsche Oper Berlin.

Veronika Eberle is praised for the
poise and maturity of her musicianship
and has performed with many of the

world’s leading orchestras, conduc-
tors, and festivals. She first rose to
international prominence in 2006 at the
age of 16, when Sir Simon Rattle and
the Berliner Philharmoniker invited
her to perform Beethoven’s Violin
Concerto at the Salzburg Easter
Festival.

Since then, she has reunited with
Maestro Rattle to appear with the
London Symphony Orchestra and has
also performed with the New York
Philharmonic, Montreal Symphony
Orchestra, Munich Philharmonic,
Bamberger Symphoniker, NHK
Symphony, and others. Highlights of
Eberle’s 2017-2018 season include
debut concerts with the Chamber
Orchestra of Europe, tours of Australia
and Japan, and concerts with the
Hamburg Opera for the revival of Alban
Berg’s Lulu.

The Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts is located at 44575
Garfield Road in Clinton Township.

DSO Neighborhood Concert Series at the Macomb Center

Auburn Elementary Students’ Work to Be
Featured in Annual ArtPrize Competition Autism Friendly Screening: Incredibles 2

On Saturday, June 23 at 10:30 a.m.
Emagine Theatres in Macomb will offer
an autism-friendly movie screening of
Incredibles 2.

Emagine Theatres and Centria
Autism partnered in 2017 to provide a
comfortable movie-going experience for
children with autism & their families.
The theatre will be softly lit and the
sound turned down. If your child needs

to get up to move, dance, and sing, that’s
no problem. Guests may also bring their
own snacks if they would like. Normal
matinee ticket pricing will apply.

For more information, or to join the
Autism-Friendly Movie Club to get email
reminders, visit the Centria website
AutismFriendlyMovies.com. Emagine
Theatre is located at 15251 23 Mile Rd in
Macomb.

On Saturday, June 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Westview Orchards Windery will host a
night of music with the Metro Soul
Band. 

Try the variety of Westview
Orchard wines, hard ciders, and sangria
while enjoying the sounds of Metro Soul
as they perform music including

Motown, classic rock, R&B, jazz, and
more. There is no cover charge.

Westview Orchards Winery is locat-
ed at 65075 Van Dyke Rd. in
Washington. Take the cider barn's silo
spiral staircase up to the winery or use
the ramp entrance at the north end of
the building.

Westview Orchards to Host Metro Soul Band
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the Flagstar Bank Kids Zone, the Tuskegee Airmen 

Headlining acts include:
Kool & the Gang (Friday)

Morris Day & the Time (Saturday)
Donnell Jones (Saturday)

Avant (Sunday)
Tamia (Sunday)

Admission, which supports the non-profit Detroit RiverFront Conservancy, 
is $3 before 3 pm, $5 after 3 pm and free on Friday until 5 pm

Summer Starts HERE

Sponsored by:

June 22–24, 2018

12th Annual 

GM RIVER DAYS
hosted by

riverdays.com

Morris Day & the Time

Kool & the Gang

Tamia

Avant
OFFICIAL ADVERTISER
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