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2-6 pm
Library Parking Lot

Join us for the Last T of the Seasonfor the Last Troy Farmers Market 
September 27 | 2-6 pm
Apples, pumpkins, & donuts...oh my! charactersAND charact Join us, A
from the W or the last Farmers Market of the season.Market ofWizard of Oz for the last Farmers Market of

Farmers Market Finale

troymi.gov/farmersmarketSponsored By:: 

by ANDREW NEAL 
Over 80,000 people call the city of Troy home, and even more work 

in its office buildings, hospitals, restaurants, retail shops, and of course, 
Somerset Mall. It's the 10th largest city in Michigan. 

For 40 years, the people of Troy have turned to The Troy-Somerset 
Gazette every week for the news in their community. 

The paper was founded by a young General Motors employee who 
came north looking for the mall. 

But the story starts years before, when Claire Weber was attending 
the University of Michigan.  

"I've always been somewhat of a news junkie," she says. "When I 
went to Michigan, I worked a very plebeian job at The Michigan Daily, 
but it gave me a taste for it." 

She would go on to spend time in The South End newsroom at 
Wayne State University, where she attended after graduating from 
Michigan. 

"I just liked the whole process. Of course, saying that, the process 
at that time was a lot different. It was a lot more hands-on." 

After college, Weber took a job at 
General Motors, begrudgingly.  
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THE CITY OF TROY delivered a proclamation to the staff of the Troy-Somerset Gazette at its September 9, 2019 city council 
meeting, congratulating the newspaper for entering its 40th year of operation in the city. Pictured from left to right: Office 
Assistant Renee Burzynski, Senior Sales Executive Pam Brown, Troy Mayor Dane Slater, Publisher Mark Nicholson, Editor-
in-Chief Andrew Neal, Creative Director AJ White, and (in front) City Editor Cynthia Kmett. Photo courtesy of Cindy 
Stewart, City of Troy.

The Fourth Estate Turns 40 In Troy
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(248) 637-3131 • 1476 W. Maple • Troy
Open 7 days at 11am • www.shieldspizza.com

One Block West of Crooks Rd.

BEEF SLIDERS (2)
Served with Fries

TACOS (2)
Choice of Beef, Pork or Steak

WINGS (5)
Choice of Sauce

HOMEMADE GUACAMOLE & PICO
All Natural Corn Tortilla Chips

ZUCCHINI STICKS
Ranch or Bistro Sauce

             Football 
Game Day Specials

DRINK SPECIALS &
5 @ $5 DEALS

Specials Available at the Bar 
and in Lounge Area

$25.99
1 Large pizza with 2 toppings, 
Family Size Greek, Garden or 

Antipasto Salad & 6 pc Breadsticks.
Dine in or carry out. Not valid with any other 

coupon or offer. Expires 10-31-19. TSG

Let Shield’s Host or Cater Your Party 
at Our Place or Yours!

• Holiday Parties 
• Birthday Parties 

• Team Banquets 
• Office Parties

Affordable Dine-In and Off-Site 
Catering Packages Available
Ask for Details

Salad & Pasta Trays, 
Appetizer Platters, and More!

Newly Renovated Banquet Room Now Seats up to 80!

From

 
$6
per person

Come Visit Newly Remodeled Shield’s

Valid for Happy Hour Mon-Fri, 2-6 pm
and during ALL Broadcast Football Games!

Weber Takes a Chance on Newspaper
 

"I was young and thought I had 
copped out by working for GM, 
which was a stupid thing to think, 
but at that time everybody my age 
in our very early 20s didn't want 
to work for a big corporation. We 
all wanted to do something else. 
We didn't know how good we had 
it. However a lot of us, myself 
included, did branch out." 

With a knack for newspapers, 
she found opportunity in a town 
25 miles north of Detroit.  

"I came to Troy looking for 
the mall. And just looking around, 
it reminded me a lot of an area 
that was underserved," Weber 
says. 

In the late 70s and early 80s, 
things looked a lot different in 
Troy. The Somerset Mall and 

Somerset Apartments were the 
only notable structures. 
Rochester Road was two lanes. 

Seeing her chance to branch 
out, Weber cashed out her stock 
savings of about $5,000 and left 
her job at GM. "I thought what the 
hell, I'll try it, and if it doesn't 
work, I'm young. I can find 
something else." 

 
In the beginning, like 

most entrepreneurs, Weber 
was doing it all on her own, 
quite literally out of her 
closet.  

 
"I had darkroom experience, 

so I would develop film in my 
closet, take the film to Meteor – 
which was a film house on 

Stevenson Highway – I would take 
it to them in the morning and they 
would make me a proof sheet. I'd 
pick the photos I wanted and they 
would print me just those photos, 
so that's how we got photos." 

She didn't have a phone 
either, but she figured it out. "I met 
this manufacturer's rep who let 
me use his office phone and pay 
his receptionist to answer my 
phone. So we didn't have an office 
or anything for a couple of years, 
and I just sort of put it together 
that way." 

Weber worked day and night in 
those early years, determined to 
see the newspaper succeed. It 
wasn't easy. In those first years, 
she delivered the paper on 
Saturday, sold ads during the 

From GAZETTE, page 1

See GAZETTE, page 3

“Historical Museum Moves 
Poppleton School” 

Vol. 1, No. 1 - September 8, 1980 

"Big Beaver Construction Will 
Start In Spring" 

Vol. 1, No. 17 - January 5, 1981

“Computers Will Be Way Of Life 
By The Next Decade” 

Vol. 2, No. 32 - May 3, 1982

PROCLAMATION FROM THE CITY OF TROY in recognition of the 
Troy-Somerset Gazette’s 40th Anniversary Year.

SPECIAL TRIBUTE FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN in recognition of 
the Troy-Somerset Gazette’s 40th Anniversary Year.
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Snoring, jaw pain, and headaches don’t 
have to keep you up at night anymore.  

Jeffrey Haddad, D.D.S., provides innovative 
care to patients with TMJ disorders and 
sleep apnea at the Michigan Center for TMJ 
and Sleep Wellness in Troy. Beyond his 
specialized knowledge and cutting-edge 
technology, Dr. Haddad brings compas-
sionate care to his patients. 

Dr. Haddad has been a dentist treating TMJ 
and sleep patients for 20 years and now solely treats TMJ and sleep 
disorders at the Michigan Center for the last five years. 

“There’s so many people suffering from TMJ symptoms or sleep apnea 
problems, and there’s not enough people to treat it,” he said.

TMJ dysfunctions affect the joint on each side of  a patient’s jaw and 
cause pain in the muscles and joint movement. Symptoms of  TMJ 
include migraines, headaches, jaw pain, ear ringing, ear congestion, 
vertigo, and neck pain. People with sleep apnea have a breathing 
disorder that causes them to stop breathing for 10 or more seconds 
multiple times while they sleep. People with sleep apnea often feel 
tired, no matter how many hours of  sleep they get, have low energy, 
and wake up repeatedly during the night. They often snore and 
experience morning headaches. 

Dr. Haddad treats TMJ and sleep apnea using computerized jaw 
tracking and muscle relaxation techniques. Using this technology, he 
finds the proper bite that supports a patient’s musculature. He then 
creates a jaw orthotic that discreetly corrects bad bites. After a few 
months, Dr. Haddad said, patients no longer experience symptoms 
and they can choose to have dental work which permanently rebuilds 
their bite to the proven, comfortable, stable jaw posture. Or they can 
continue utilizing their orthotic as needed. 

Not many dentists are trained to treat these disorders or use this 
technology. Dr. Haddad has over 500 hours of  continuing education 
in TMJ and completed a TMD and sleep residency in 2012. 

“This isn’t stuff  that’s taught in dental schools. It’s not stuff  taught 
in medical school,”  he said. “There’s nobody else in Michigan that’s 
treating these patients as comprehensively as we are.” 

The scarcity of  expertise means that many patients go untreated. 

“It’s a lot of  people who frustratingly go to their primary care 
physician, and they don’t have an answer. Or, they go to their ENT, 
and they don’t have an answer. Or, they go to physical therapy, and 
they’re not getting better. Or, they’re going to a chiropractor and not 
getting better,” Dr. Haddad said. “Unfortunately, there’s a very big 
disconnect between the medical and dental world… I’m hoping to 
continue to educate other health professionals in the area because a 
lot of  people give up hope because they’re not finding the right 
answers.”

Dr. Haddad objectively measures each of  his patients to identify the 
underlying cause of  their symptoms.

“Seventy-five percent of  all TMJ patients have an underlying sleep 
breathing disorder, and 52% of  all sleep apnea patients either have 

TMJ pain and symptoms or are prone to them,” he said. “That’s really 
important because sometimes it’s the sleep component that’s causing 
their pain or vice versa.” 

Before patients leave his office, they’ll know if  they’re a candidate for 
treatment.   

At the Michigan Center for TMJ and Sleep Wellness, Dr. Haddad uses 
cutting-edge technology to provide patients with relief. One of  the 
newer treatments he uses is therapeutic laser therapy to reduce pain. 
According to Dr. Haddad, laser therapy helps reduce inflammation, 
increase blood flow to unhealthy muscles, and relieve headaches. 

“It helps increase healing, it gets people feeling better faster, and it 
really makes the overall process more efficient,” he said. 

Dr. Haddad said he knows that many people suffering from TMJ and 
sleep apnea may be skeptical of  treatment but encourages people who 
have given up hope to come in and have a conversation. 

“A lot of  our TMJ and sleep patients have been suffering for a long 
time, and, you know, we are very empathetic to that,” he said. “A lot 
of  people have been told they can’t be helped, and we want to give 
them the answers they’re looking for.” 

Helping people find relief  is one of  the most rewarding things for 
Dr. Haddad. 

“It’s probably one of  the more fulfilling things that we do, when we 
get people back to living life without pain,” he said. “It gets them 
pretty much back to living the quality of  life they deserve.” 

The Michigan Center for TMJ and Sleep Wellness is located at 
4550 Investment Dr., Suite 290 in Troy. To learn more about Dr. 
Haddad and the treatments offered at the Michigan Center, go to 
Michigantmjandsleep.com or call the office at 248-480-0085. 

4550 Investment Dr., Suite 290 • Troy • 248-480-0085 • Michigantmjandsleep.com

Headaches? Jaw Pain? Can’t Sleep?  This may be the solution for you…

Kmett Crowned Editor, Begins Decades of Local News Coverage
week, and wrote stories at night. 
In her spare time, she expanded 
the delivery route and attended 
city events. 

While attending a planning 
meeting for Troy Daze, Claire met 
Cynthia Kmett, who was doing PR 
for the event.  

"She came to the meeting and 
everyone just sort of looked at her 
blankly and said, 'You're with 
what?' Because we didn't know of 
the paper yet," Kmett remembers. 

After working together on 
Troy Daze, Kmett offered to write 
for the newspaper, and said she'd 
do it for minimal pay. 

"She was hired," Weber says. 
"I didn't know what she could do, 
but she was hired." 

It was truly serendipitous.  

Kmett was newly widowed and 
looking for something to do on the 
side to get more involved in the 
Troy community, a place she had 
only recently moved to. Weber 
was overworked and in desperate 
need to offload some aspects of 
the business to someone else. 
Kmett was outgoing and social, 
ready to shake hands at ribbon 
cuttings and corner the mayor for 
an interview. Weber was more into 
the process of making newspapers 
and running a small business. It 
just worked. 

 
"Had it not been for her 

at that point – when I was 
literally doing everything – I 
don't think I would have 
made it," Weber says. 

"She wrote the stories and 
pointed me in the right direction 
of a lot of things," she adds. 

"She was relentless at finding 
places to deliver," Kmett says, 
"and she spent a lot of time doing 
that." 

Now with a small staff of three, 
including a new graphic designer, 
Weber got a small office with a 
phone. "I'll never forget having 
this little office," she recalls. "It 
was two rooms and we couldn't 
move around very much." 

Like most lucky breaks, it's 
about being in the right place at 
the right time, with the skills 
necessary to capitalize. That's 
where The Troy-Somerset Gazette 
found itself in the economic boom 
that would occur over the next 15 
years in Troy. 

"I'll never forget when Uncle 

Eds came to town. They came to 
my crappy little office and they 
bought my first full page ad," says 
Weber. "And they didn't by just 
one full page ad. They bought six." 

"It was one of those things 
where I thought, 'maybe this is a 
start,' and it pretty much was." 

There was a time before those 
full page ads when Weber thought 
she might have to get a second 
job, although she was determined 
to make the Gazette last. 

"Prior to that, all the ads were 
small. I would go to the post office 
box and if there was a check there 
for $200 I would say, 'Yes, we're 
going to pay the rent!’ But there 
weren't very many that were that 
much money." 

Cynthia Kmett remembers her 
time in the early days filled with 
covering business development 

and community events. 
"My very first assignment was 

the Jaycee's Halloween House. 
Claire got me a camera and sent 
me out to take a picture," Kmett 
recalls. "My first story was 
Distinguished Citizen of the Year – 
Money Marquart." 

It was a time of rapid 
development in Troy, and Oakland 
County as a whole. "We went to a 
lot of groundbreaking ceremonies, 
ribbon cuttings, road widenings," 
says Kmett. We watched it all go 
up." 

The Troy-Somerset Gazette's 
philosophy was to give the 
business community news as it 
grew and to support the 
nonprofits. Its evolution into a 
community newspaper was 
seamless as residential grew. 

 

From GAZETTE, page 2

See GAZETTE, page 4

“Cable Television 
Construction Underway” 

Vol. 3, No. 27 - March 14, 1983 

“Speculators Fire Troy’s 
Commercial Building Spree” 
Vol. 3, No. 48 - August 8, 1983 

“Protests Continue Over TEA 
Teacher Transfer Position” 
Vol. 4, No. 30 - April 2, 1984 

“Kresge Foundation Moves 
Headquarters To Brooks Farm” 

Vol. 5, No. 4 - September 24, 1984 

“School Board Ponders Fate 
Of Troy High” 

Vol. 5, No. 51 - August 26, 1985 

“Troy’s Traffic Problems Will 
Continue To Grow” 

Vol. 5, No. 30 - April 1, 1985 
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After battling a lengthy 
stint of health issues herself, 
Nicole Lynn Martin decided 
to make it her mission to 
help others dealing with 
the same afflictions.

"I was looking at essentially 
just having digestive health 
issues for my whole life that 
would need pills and 

procedures," Martin says. "After I was able to heal 
myself through nutrition, I became an integrative 
health coach and a personal trainer, focusing on 
corrective exercise performance enhancement."

Soon after, she met Dr. Michael Dangovian DO, FACC, 
now her business partner at the Wellness Training 
Institute in Sterling Heights, where Martin is the 
Wellness Director.

Dr. Dangovian is a cardiologist who has spent his 
near 30-year career focused on reversing heart 
disease.

"When we met it was very synergistic, and we 
partnered together and started creating programs 
for people to reverse or prevent disease," Martin 
says, "and that's what we do at the Wellness Training 
Institute."

The Institute offers customized programs to improve 
patients' health and well being. Five essential 
elements are included in every program:

• Detox Guidance

• Nutrition Coaching

• Fitness Routine

• Hormone Analysis

• Stress Management

Wellness Training Institute promotes an individual-
ized approach to each client. "We've never done the 
same program twice," Martin says. "We run realtime 
programs so people are living their lives, and that's 
what allows us to get truly regenerative results and 
lifelong results."

Martin underscores the importance of prioritizing 
health and wellness, even in the face of busy 
schedules and obligations. "People typically do 
things for everybody else and not for themselves."

Wellness Training Institute works with people who 
have weight issues, heart disease, diabetes, reflux, 
rheumatoid arthritis, autoimmune issues, and more.

When people visit the Institute and begin their 
custom program, Martin says the results are fast and 
noticeable. "They start feeling better really quickly. It 

only takes a couple of weeks with our system for 
people to start seeing results."

The core principles of the center are exemplified in 
its name. Focused on patient wellness, the center 
educates and trains people on how to successfully 
implement a results-based program aimed at 
improving their quality of life. They are a self-de-
scribed community resource center.

"It's about knowing the information and knowing 
what works for you."

The goal at Wellness Training Institute is to end 
needless suffering. "I can say that's my purpose 
because I have needlessly suffered," says Martin, "so 
to be able to help somebody heal who doesn't have 
to go through it alone is huge for me."

The Institute offers free seminars for people 
interested in visiting and learning about the 
programs. For more information, or to reserve your 
spot at a seminar, call 586-554-7515 or visit 
Wellnesstraininginstitute.com.

FREE DIABETES DINNER SEMINAR 
Wednesday, October 9th at 6:00pm 

Wellness Training Institute 39242 Dequindre Ste. 104 Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR RESERVED SEATING 
Free Admission & Healthy Meal 
Please RSVP to (586) 554-7515 

SEATING IS LIMITED

Imagine Yourself Without Belly Fat!

The Evolution of Newspaper Production, Gazette Goes Digital
"It was a very different time for 

production," recalls Gazette Editor 
Cynthia Kmett. 

Every day, Kmett started her 
morning at the post office to pick 
up the day's mail, which included 
packets of press releases, 
pictures, news tips, and more. She 
would then head to the day's 
events – often groundbreaking 
ceremonies, ribbon cuttings, road 
widenings, etc.  

Founder and Publisher Claire 
Weber lived in Detroit, south of 8 
Mile just west of Woodward in 
Green Acres, when she started the 
Troy-Somerset Gazette in 1980. 

It was in that house where 
Kmett and Weber would assemble 
the newspaper.  

"Before we had an office, we 

would do the paper on the dining 
room table," recalls Weber. "We 
had to cut out and keyline the 
paper on a light table. For a time I 
rented equipment but we could 
only use it on the off-hours, from 
midnight to 8 a.m. And we did." 

Kmett and Weber would write 
their stories on a word processor. 
After setting the photos and 
stories in a layout, the pages were 
taken to a printer. From there they 
were snapped and plated for the 
press. 

"We used to print our paper in 
New Baltimore," Weber says. "So 
Cindy and I would go out there, 
and we'd work all day, and drive 
back. I remember they were 
having a ceremony for widening 
Rochester Road and it was on a 
Friday. So I drove Cindy out there, 
worked for a little bit, drove back, 

took pictures of the ceremony, 
and drove back out." 

 
"I did what I had to do. 

And what I had to do I could 
never do again," Weber 
laughs. "I would never have 
the energy." 

 
 
As the digital age descended, 

the production process changed. 
And as the Gazette expanded its 
distribution and page count, more 
efficient methods had to be used. 
Offices were upgraded, computers 
were purchased, additional 
support staff was hired, and the 
paper could eventually be emailed 
to Huron Web Press, the Gazette's 
longtime and current printer in 
Wyoming, Ontario. 

Weber bought her first house 
in Troy five years into the paper, 
where she raised her son Chris. 

The Gazette staff continued to 
play an integral role in delivering 
the news of Troy every week. 
When asked what helped make 
the paper a success, Weber knows 
that timing played a big role. 

"I didn't have enough of a 
demographic feel to know how 
much it was going to change 
commercially. At that point, the 
mall was here, but I really didn't 
know how dynamic it would be 
and it got dynamic really fast. So 
we were on the ground floor of 
some of these hotels moving in 
and attracting businesses and it 
started growing really quickly and 
I was really lucky." 

At that point, there was no 
other paper in town. “We had a 

spot there from 1980 to the late 
90s early 00s where we were the 
only game in town and it was a 
great time. So I hired a 
salesperson.” 

 
"I was so determined 

that it was going to work 
that I would've done 
anything," Weber says. 

 
The Troy-Somerset Gazette 

now operates out of an office at 
the corner of Crooks and South 
Blvd. Chris Cooke, Owner and 
CEO of Huron Web Press, stops in 
every Wednesday with his classic, 
"What's new? What's happening? 
Tell me everything." So not 
everything has changed. 

 
 

From GAZETTE, page 3

See GAZETTE, page 5

“Troy Takes Hard Look At Tax 
Abatement Policies” 

Vol. 6, No. 29 - March 24, 1986 

“Governor Helps Standard 
Federal Break Ground” 

Vol. 7, No. 12 - November 17, 1986

“Troy Voters Reject Bonds For 
New Troy High School” 

Vol. 8, No. 6 - October 5, 1987

“School Board Will Build A New 
Troy High School” 

Vol. 9, No. 4 - September 12, 1988 

“Aquatic Center Wins Nod  
From Troy City Council” 

Vol. 9, No. 38 - June 19, 1989

“Older Residents Protest Growth 
That Causes Economic Problems” 
Vol. 10, No. 25 - February 26, 1990
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Optimum Chiropractic Neurology Center (OCNC) is not what you 
may think of  as traditional chiropractic care. Founded by Dr. 
Michael Husmillo here in Troy, the center combines traditional joint 
techniques with neurological and musculoskeletal applications that 
are designed to help a patient reach their optimum health.

Dr. Richard Beaubien joined Dr. Husmillo’s OCNC staff  earlier this 
year. A Troy High graduate, Dr. Beaubien learned about the 
advantages of  chiropractic treatments as a Colt football player who 
had a few unwanted injuries in his youth. He studied for his Doctor 
of  Chiropractic degree at the National University of  Health Scienc-
es in Illinois. He got married and started his practice in Texas, but 
always wanted to come back to Troy with his wife and children. 
Initially, Dr. Beaubien opened his own office on Axtell in Troy.

After he met Dr. Husmillo at a seminar that focused on the 
techniques of  functional neurology,  the two agreed that there were 
many new and appropriate ways to treat patients that didn’t involve 
surgery or drugs.

Interestingly, some of  the problems Dr. Beaubien sees in young 
people involve repetitive behaviors. Dr. Beaubien demonstrates 
some of  the repetitive exercise techniques that can help a child get 
control of  their spontaneous actions. He demonstrates the 
“Starfish” exercise and points out there are some actions that the 
parents can supervise at home, and even do with their child. Some 
harder ones they do at the office. The doctor calls them “core exercis-
es” and explains that if  you can understand them, you can do them, 
and they will help.

“Working with the younger generation is a lot of  fun,” Dr. Beaubien 
says. “I enjoy working with the kids and seeing them when they have 
control of  their behavior. It’s great when you can help them get that 
control.”

His goal is simple. “I can make you feel better even if  we don’t know 
exactly what caused it.” So, from kids with developmental delays to 
ADHD or even a concussion from just an incident at play, the goal is 
to make a kid healthy and happy.

Those in need of  neurological therapy often have trouble reading 
and writing. New high-tech equipment can track eye movements and 
find the places where they might not be in synch with reading, and 
movements that cause dizziness, headaches, or vertigo. Exercises can 
help with this problem, too.

For help keeping your body in top condition with advanced care, 
call 248-885-8463. Optimum Chiropractic Neurology Center is 
located at 1767 West Big Beaver Road in the Heritage Square 
complex in Troy. Visit their website ocncenter.com for hours and 
more information.

Contact our office today to schedule
your appointment ! We Accept Most Insurances

ocncenter.com
1767 Big Beaver Rd • Troy
248-885-8463

Let Us Help You Reach Your Optimum Health!

Michael O. Husmillo, DC
DACNB, FACFN

Richard Beaubien, DC
FIBFN, CNDH

GET BACK TO LIVING YOUR LIFE

New Publisher, Nicholson, Continues Troy Gazette Legacy

In August 2015, Troy resident 
Mark Nicholson bought The Troy-
Somerset from Claire Weber. 
Expanding on the success in Troy, 
the new publisher launched two 
more weekly newspapers in 
Rochester and northern Macomb 
and established Gazette Media 
Group. 

"I remember reading the 
Troy-Somerset Gazette with my 
kids as they were growing up," 
Nicholson says. "We used to pass 
the paper back and forth and read 
the police patrol column and 
other stories." 

Acknowledging the need to 
diversify in the digital media age, 
Gazette Media Group produces a 
variety of experiential events 
including home shows, senior 

expos, bridal shows, and festivals 
through metro Detroit and 
nationwide. 

"Local news is so vital to a 
prosperous community," 
Nicholson says.“The fourth estate, 
as they say, keeps the government 
in check and its citizens informed. 
That is what we continue to 
deliver every week to the city and 
we are so grateful to the people of 
Troy for their support." 

As the media landscape 
evolves, keeping it local is key for 
outlets like the Gazette. 

"The local aspect is still really 
important," says Weber. "Younger 
generations are not as acclimated 
to paper news as my generation. I 
think think the local aspect, where 
people can disseminate their 
information locally, quicker will 
keep papers like the Troy Gazette 

alive and well." 
Looking back on the last 40 

years, Weber remembers what 
drew her to the city in the first 
place. 

"What always impressed me 
about this community was that 
everybody pitched in. If there was 
something that needed to be 
done, if you couldn't do it, you 
knew somebody who could do it." 

To this day, it's not uncommon 
for people to stop City Editor 
Cynthia Kmett in the grocery 
store, or call her up on her 
landline (after she turns down the 
TV)  to talk shop. 

 
"I've tried to be fair, and 

also to not be taken over by 
people who are gossiping." 

 

So, where do we go from here? 
Kmett says the big fight in 

Troy is saturated land use. 
Developers are buying up the last 
available parcels and looking to 
build condos on land near old 
homes with big trees. Homes 
where people have lived for 
decades and never imagined 
someone would buy the land next 
to them, cut down the trees, and 
build tall residential structures.  

And since land values have 
surged since the early 80s, 
developers are looking to 
maximize their use of space more 
than ever. "It's expensive now, so 
you're going to get a different level 
of housing," Kmett observes. 

Claire Weber agrees, and 
speculates on the economic 
outlook of not only the city, but 
the county and state. 

"It's going to be a lot harder for 
middle class families to move in. 
Property values have skyrocketed, 
and there's no place left to build. 
The downside of that – I'll be 
curious to see what happens 
when the economy retracts. 
Because I'm not sure how we can 
support all this. But hey, they've 
done well so far." 

All in all, Weber wouldn't 
change a single thing. 

 
"I love the community. 

I've lived and worked in the 
community these 35 plus 
years and I'm so grateful I 
landed here. I can't even 
imagine a better life."

From GAZETTE, page 4

“Teachers And Board Go Back 
To Public Debate” 

Vol. 11, No. 30 - March 25, 1991

“Frankel Wins Accolades As 
Distinguished Citizen” 

Vol. 12, No. 4 - September 23, 1991 

“Race For Mayor 
 Is Slated For Recount!” 

Vol. 12, No. 33 - April 13, 1992 

“Somerset North To Become 
A Reality” 

Vol. 13, No. 36 - May 10, 1993 

“Troy Welcomes Northfield 
Commons Shopping Plaza” 

Vol. 14, No. 21 - January 31, 1994 

“City’s Strong Demand 
For Space Grows” 

Vol. 15, No. 20 - January 9, 1995 
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Have you been thinking about buying a new piano? 
The Piano Place in Troy has an excellent assortment of 
top-name Baby Grand and upright pianos to choose 
from - quality instruments you will enjoy for years to 
come! Their inventory includes such brands as August 
Fdrster, Charles Walter, Haiiun, Hallet Davis, Perzina, 
Petrof, Sauter and others, and they have the largest 
selection of European pianos. 

"Buying a piano from a Technician is different than 
buying a piano from a Piano Teacher," stated Owner 
Richard Bittner, RPT. "A Piano Technician will tell you 
about the quality of workmanship and materials while 
a Teacher will tell you more about brand names." 

The Piano Place has been selling pianos since 1994 
and has vast knowledge about the products they sell. 
Their friendly sales staff will work with you to help you 
find the best piano to fit your taste, style and budget. 
Prices vary depending on the size and make, yet you 
can be sure that the piano you purchase will be a 

well-made quality instrument that performs well and 
sounds wonderful! 

They also have a good variety of beautiful pre-owned 
pianos for those "budding pianists" that fit perfectly in 
a living or family room. In addition, they offer piano 
lessons and have expert instructors to teach children 
and adults who have always wanted to play music. 

"We don't just sell pianos," Bittner said, "we sell music!" 
So, visit their showroom today and try out their 
pianos. Once you hear the resonance of these fine 
instruments you will want to purchase one for your 
long-time enjoyment! The Piano Place...knowledge-
able sales staff... quality products...reasonable prices. 
It's THE place to buy pianos!

The Piano Place is located at 1307 E. Maple Road, 
Suite A. Troy, Ml 48083. Phone: (248) 619-9027 • 
Website: www.thepianoplace.com • Hours: Mon-
day-Saturday 10:00 am-6:00 pm &  Sunday by 
appointment.

1307 E. Maple Road • Troy
248-619-9027 • www.thepianoplace.com
Monday-Saturday 10am - 6pm • Sunday by appointment
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Authorized Dealer of:
• Charles Walter• Charles Walter
• Perzina• Perzina
• Petrof• Petrof

• August Forster• August Forster
• Hallet Davis
• Hailun

Authorized Dealer of:
• Charles Walter
• Perzina
• Petrof

• August Forster
• Hallet Davis
• Hailun
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The first Troy-Somerset Gazette newspaper 
Vol. 1, No. 1 - September 8, 1980 

“New Somerset North Plans Make Debut” 
Vol. 8, No. 29 - March 21, 1988 

“Beaumont Troy Opens New 
Medical Facilities” 

Vol. 15, No. 41 - June 12, 1995 

“Niles Community School 
Starting Off Strong” 

Vol. 16, No. 2 - September 9, 1996

“Rezoning Denied East of 
Livernois, North of Big Beaver” 
Vol. 18, No. 33 - April 20, 1998

“Over 53 Languages Spoken In 
Troy School District” 

Vol. 19, No. 29 - March 28, 1999 

“Troy First Responders 
Answer The Call On 9/11” 

Vol. 20, No. 1 - September 17, 2001

“Troy Baptist Church To Become 
Woodside Bible Church” 

Vol. 20, No. 41 - July 22, 2002
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West of Crooks and
North off W. South Blvd.
Enter off Sanctuary Blvd.

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Office phone: 
248-524-3244
MacLeishBuilding.com

• Ranch and 1.5 Story Duplex Condominiums
• Serene Atmosphere with spectacular views of nature
• Maintenance-free living
• Premium features throughout including oak flooring, designer cabinetry and granite countertops
• Luxurious lst floor master suite with spa bath and large walk-in closet
• Spacious island kitchen & walk-in pantry
• Private study, large great room plus 2nd level loft with two bedrooms
• Full basement, attached 2 car garage & private rear deck
• CHOOSE YOUR OWN FINISHES

Square Feet: 2,000 – 2,700
Bedrooms: 2 or 3 Option
Bathrooms: 2 – 2 1/2
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W. South Blvd.
N

Auburn Rd.

CONDOMINIUMS
ROCHESTER HILLS

Starting at $553,000

The Sanctuary
FURNISHED 

MODEL OPEN 

FRI-SAT, 1PM-4PM
IMMEDIATE

OCCUPANCY

“DDA Wins Approval, Somerset North is a Go” 
Vol. 15, No. 24 - February 6, 1995

“22-Story Condo Tower Proposed for Big Beaver” 
Vol. 25, No. 2 - September 13, 2004

“Barbara Fowler In As 
School Superintendent” 

Vol. 25, No. 5 - October 8, 2005 

“Sylvan Glen Golf Course To 
Shine With New Improvements” 
Vol. 26 No. 19 - January 16, 2006 

“It Was Worth The Wait For The 
iPhone At Somerset” 

Vol. 27, No. 39 - July 9, 2007 

“Obama Makes Campaign Stop 
At Troy High School” 

Vol. 28, No. 41 - June 9, 2008 

“Layoffs Could Be On The 
Horizon For City Employees” 

Vol. 29, No. 22 - February 2, 2009

“Cutting Goes On, Building 
Department Gets The Ax” 

Vol. 30, No. 32 - April 12, 2010 



■ Well, the
victim knows who
you are, so the
police know, too. A

patron at a local eatery told police
that an acquaintance approached him
in the restaurant parking lot, struck
him in the head, and threatened him.
Police will probably hear a different
story from the “acquaintance.”
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Plans Are Afoot to MoveBarnard House to Museum
Harriet Barnard knew the signifi-cance of the historic Niles BarnardHouse when she donated it to the Cityof Troy in 2005.  The family ofJohnson Niles used rounded stonesdug from their land as the foundationfor the home they built in 1837.  Overthe years, ownership was transferredto many descendants until NormanBarnard purchased the house in 1941.He and Harriet were married in thefront room that same year.“On a Thursday evening inMarch 1955, Norman, who had beenelected Township Supervisor, and agroup of local leaders concernedabout a proposed annexation byRoyal Oak, met in the living room andquickly designed a plan for home ruleincorporation,” Museum ManagerLoraine Campbell said.  “They rolledout the maps, platted the new city andby December 1955, the City of Troy

was established.”
Harriet Barnard, former presi-dent of the Troy Historical Society,knew that the Niles-Barnard Houseserved as bookends for Troy history,Campbell added.  “As an importantpioneer’s home, it symbolized the her-itage of Troy Township and 118 yearslater it was where plans for the City ofTroy were conceived.”

Harriet Barnard also donated gen-erously to the Troy HeritageCampaign to help make her dream areality.  Harriet passed away onOctober 5, 2008 but her children haveworked tirelessly to see that Harriet’sgift which represents the pioneer eraand the city era will keep Troy’s histo-ry alive at the Troy Museum site onWattles Road.
The Troy Historical Society pur-chased property that provides a relo-

Walk. For details, see page 6.
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New Kid’s Flick Coming
With Spiderwick

Study Gives Library Needs a Blunt Assessment

City Holds Its
Own Despite
Economic
Downturn

See STATE OF THE CITY, page 9

Despite the rumbles of recessionand economic woes in Michigan,Mayor Louise Schilling assured theTroy Chamber of Commerce mem-bers and guests that “the state of thecity is very positive, because every-where I turn I find residents, businessowners and employees in Troy thathave not given up on Michigan andmost importantly on Troy
“They are buying, reinvesting,renovating, and constructing newhomes and businesses in ourcommunity,” Schilling observed.The mayor said we were very for-tunate “to live and work in one of thehighest rated communities for ourservice, economy, public safety,schools and trained workforce.”To prove her point and “to keepyour attitude positive,” Schillingpointed out that:

• Troy is the 12th-largest city inMichigan and the second-largest cityin the state based on total propertyvalue. 
• Troy is located in OaklandCounty, one of the five most prosper-
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City Budget Comes With Cuts to Capital Spending

■
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“Weber On Wheels” Writer
Will Be Greatly Missed

by CLAIRE WEBER
Hal Weber, longtime Gazette

columnist and my husband for more

than two decades, died suddenly last

week at the age of 61.

Hal was a career officer in the

Detroit Police Department. After his

retirement with the rank of

Lieutenant, he took a position in the

Security Department of Crittenton

Hospital. Even before that he was

actively involved with the Gazette

team.
Weber on Wheels, Hal’s weekly

car review was one of the paper’s

most popular columns. Most readers

don’t realize that writing about the

same subject on a weekly basis is a

daunting task. 
How much new can you say about

a vehicle? 

Though he wasn’t trained as a

writer, Hal always found an angle, and

he was always aware of deadlines.

Of course he loved driving a dif-

ferent new car every week. But it was

the notoriety of his position that Hal

really liked. More than a car person,

he was a people person and it was not

unusual for readers to stop him on the

street and quiz him about  particular

models. He loved to talk, and would

gladly oblige.
He also did the billing every week.

That was a personal relief. He was

detail oriented and meticulous; he sel-

dom made a mistake.
Hal loved to travel and he loved to

eat. Melding these two passion togeth-

er was the best of all possible worlds

for Hal. Before he was off to a new des-

tination, he would research the area

food and the restaurants and carefully

plot meal selections. Our son Chris

and I were often the benefactors of

these excursions.
His love of food also encom-

passed cooking. He clipped and

organized several volumes of recipes,

each one accompanied by a photo of

the finished dish.
Hal was a colorful soul of intense

passions and loyalty. He had strong

opinions and if you were exposed to

him for five minutes, you were proba-

bly aware of what they were
He will  be missed by the Gazette

team and the readers who knew him

through Weber On Wheels.
Chris and I will miss the man who

loved his family. He died too soon and

will leave  drab hole in our lives which

was once occupied by his larger-than-

life personality. 

HAL WEBER
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Jobs Lost in Recession Have
Been Regained in County

the northern Detroit area, and people

often say, but you don’t build cars in

Oakland County anymore.
To which, Gibb quickly replies,

“You’re right, we invent them.”  Detroit

invented the car industry and now it’s

reinventing it. That’s with the help, of

course, of 48 of the top 50 Tier One

automotive supplies who also are in

Oakland County.
And what does Gibb see as the

coming technology for your vehicle?
h d i itself

In addition, as proof that Oakland

County is on solid ground, Gibb noted

that the county’s budget is balanced

through 2017, and has no legacy liabil-

ity – all the pensions are completely

funded. In fact, things we so good last

year, the county refunded its bonds, at

lower rate.
Gibb invites everyone to explore

the many offerings on the Oakland

County website: oakgov.com, where

they help everyone from someone

with limited finances who needs a

home repair loan to those who want to
h i b i s

ROTARY, From page 1
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’Tis the season to steal presents,

and this crime happened at Somerset

Collection.
On December 22, at 4:55 p.m. the

Troy Police Department received a

call from an employee at Tourneau

Watches, reporting that an unknown

suspect stole a Rolex Presidential 18

karat gold men’s wristwatch, valued

at $39,150.00. 
The suspect, described as a black

male, 20-24 years old, 5’-7” tall, 150-170

lbs., short black hair, brown eyes, wear-

ing a yellow long sleeve dress shirt,

light green vest and light green pants,

fled the area in a green 2000 Ford

d believed to have been

Somerset
Thief Snags
A 40k Rolex
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Don't Let Your Teen Get Caught in a Credit Crunch

Troy Rated Best Place to Live
in Michigan, 22nd in U.S.

Times are definitely tougher in Michigan than other parts of the
country. But here’s where we live, for better or worse. Well, if you live in
Troy, it’s definitely for the better. MONEY Magazine has taken a look at
all the smaller cities in the U.S. and ranked them for liveability. Troy was
listed as the top city in Michigan to call home.

The best place to live? That
would be Plymouth, Minnesota,
where winter is a bit chilly for my
taste. It’s a Twin City suburb.

Compared to many communities,
MONEY finds Troy residents are still
doing pretty well financially, with a
median income of $114,094 per year.

“With some of the highest-ranked
schools in Michigan, moderately
priced homes, safe streets and low
property taxes, Troy is a great place
for families,” MONEY declares. And
while they noted we don’t really have
a downtown, MONEY says the city
“thrives around its green space, fea-
turing 900 acres of parkland, as well
as many museums, theatres and
parks.”

How did we become such a great
place to live? Former City Manager

Citywide Blood Drive
at Three Locations in
Troy Over Four Days
Makes Donating Easy

To supplement critically low
blood supplies in the area, the City of
Troy, Troy School District, and St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church are spon-
soring a citywide Red Cross blood
drive starting Monday, July 21 and
running through Thursday, July 24.
For the convenience of donors, three
locations have been reserved at a
variety of times.

The Community Affairs office at
City Hall is now scheduling appoint-
ments at 248.524.1147.  You may also
sign up by visiting www.givelife.org.
Th
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“Volunteers are the heart of thecommunity,” former mayor RichardDoyle always said every year whenthe city honored its boards and com-missions.
Today, honoring may of thosesame volunteers falls to LeadershipTroy, which last Wednesday at St.Nicholas Greek Cultural Center host-ed the city’s 43rd Annual CommunityAwards Dinner.

Presented by Kamal and YasmineShouhayib of The Choice Group, thehighlight of each year’s dinner is thepresentation of a tribute – and in thiscase a mini roast – of the 2011 TroyDistinguished Citizen, P. Terry Knight.In addition, Leadership Troy pre-sented the Business CommunityA

Troy Salutes
Volunteers
Who Make
Life Better
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Home and Garden
Show Hits Ford Field

Troy Police Search for Suspect in Office Thefts

T

McCain Makes Campaign Stop at Somerset InnSENATOR JOHN McCAIN, the almost-for-sure Republican presidential candi-date, was in Troy last Thursday evening for a fundraiser, which was very wellattended. Oakland County Clerk Ruth Johnson, appropriately dressed for theoccasion, posed for pictures with Sen. McCain.
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Library to close on Saturdays

by JIM KUFTA
With the financial difficulty of the

city deepening, the task of the Friends

of the Troy Public Library (Friends) is

becoming increasingly difficult.

Donations are down just at the time

they are most needed – possibly due

to public despair over the city’s plan

to close the library June 30, 2011.

This according to Rhonda

Hendrickson, spokesperson for

Friends last week.

The current focus of Friends is to

publicly advocate for the Library to

remain open. The decision by the city

to close the library is in reaction to a

budget deficit of $22 million over the

next five years. The deficit was

enabled by the failure of a ballot pro-

posal for a 1.9 mill increase in the

February 23 special election. 

Friends is attempting to generate

public awareness and understanding

of the severity and immediacy of the

problem, Hendrickson said. Friends

has been speaking out, particularly at

public meetings and directly to mem-

l

made back-
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Friends
Organize to
Save Our
Troy Library

See SAVE OUR LIBRARY, page 4
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Each night of December, groups

of supporters have been gathering
t h

Moonbeams
Shine for
Caroline
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Kids Help Collect

Pennies for Peace

Qualifying for a Mortgage in a Tough Economy

Chief Charles Craft to Step

Down from Troy Police

When you live in the safest large

city in Michigan and one of the safest

cities in America, a lot of the credit

has to go to your police chief, and in

Troy that would be Charles Craft.

Chief Craft who has served as the

Chief of Police for the City of Troy

Police Department since April 1998

announced that he will be retiring

effective February 27, 2009. There had

been rumors the chief might retire,

but most residents hoped they

weren’t true.

After almost 30 years with the

Troy Police Department, he leaves

behind a legacy that is filled with

honor.
“Chief Charles Craft has been an

t to the community,”

“person-

ally and through his work with his

very capable staff.

“Just look at the accolades we

received during his tenure,” she

noted. Indeed, that’s true.

Craft has overseen Troy Police

operations as Chief for almost 11

years.  For the last 10 years, the

department and community have

enjoyed a consistent decrease in seri-

ous crime.  

The City of Troy has been ranked

as the safest city in Michigan with a

population of 75,000 or more since

2004.  In addition to the safest in

Michigan, Troy was designated as the

fifth safest in the United States in

2006, and the sixth safest in the U.S. in

2005.  In 2008, CNN honored Troy as

See MA

TROY POLICE CHIEF CHARLES C

See CHIEF CRAFT, page 4

Oliver! Will Steal Your Heart in Athe

THE ATHENS THEATRE COMPANY presents another family-friendly sho

duction follows last spring’s wildly successful production of Disney’s High School

adventures of Oliver Twist, an orphan boy who hooks up with a gang of pickpockets in dreary 

The Athens Theatre Company’s performances are February 27, 28, March 6, and 7 at 8:01 pm, and March 1 

3 pm.  Tickets are $10 for adults, $7 for students, and $5 for senior citizens.  Call 248-823-2914 to reserve seats.  The

ticket order form is also available at www.athenstheatrecompany.com.
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Blood Drive Strives to Alleviate Critical Shortage

New Baker Middle SchoolGets Ready for Fall Classes
The halls at the new Baker MiddleSchool are lined with boxes andchairs waiting to make their way intothe new classrooms.
It’s a pleasant building, goldenorange brick facade, modern with win-dows everywhere. Inside, the mainentrance, where everyone must ini-tially enter for safety reasons, thecolor is beige and light gray. But thesplashes of green and red in the floorhint of what’s to come in the educa-tional corridors.

The deeper you go in the building,the more vibrant the colors. The hallsare wide, a trademark of the archi-tects, Michigan’s own KingscottArchitects, and all the better foryoung teens moving at an energeticpace fr l

teria and media center.
And they like color. Blocks ofcolor stand out on the back wall of thenew music room, something they did-n’t even have at the old school. Thelockers are blue, almost navy, but stillbright.

Barton Mallow workers were busycleaning up last week as they put thefinal touches on the school.
The “new” Baker, as it will surelybe called for a number of years – sortof like “old” Troy High when it turnedinto the Community Center will beready for students on September 4.The new $18.7 million building wasapproved by voters as part of the $119million bond issue in 2004, which fea-tured renovations thr h h

, page 4 Department’s classic Ford, which was

Clear cutting of trees on new sub-
divisions going up in Troy was actual-
ly almost a standard practice. Not
anymore.

While the original Tree
Preservation act proposed earlier this
month for Troy City Council’s
approval failed, 4-3, it was not just
because some members wanted a
study session on it before they voted,
rather it was because Councilman Jim
Campbell observed that this ordi-
nance did ’t t l

Council Says
No to Clear
Cutting of
Trees in Troy
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With the cost of travel skyrocketing, con-
sumers are increasingly susceptible to fraud-
ulent offers for special deals on vacations,
and the Better Business Bureau (BBB) is
warning vacationers to be wary of joining
“travel clubs.” 

Complaints to BBB show that many trav-
el clubs promise huge discounts on hotels,
airfare, and cruises but fail to deliver for
members despite the high cost of joining. 

“Along with increasing energy costs, the
overall cost of travel is expected to go
through the roof and many consumers are
looking for ways to get affordable deals on
flights and vacations,” said Tim Burns,
spokesperson for the Better Business Bureau
Serving Eastern Michigan. “Unfortunately,
many vacationers are being seduced by slick
presentations and empty promises from high-
pressure salesmen claiming that joining a

travel club will let them in on great deals that
ultimately don’t materialize.”

In the first quarter of 2008 alone, con-
sumers filed nearly 350 complaints with BBB
against travel clubs in the U.S. Thousands of
complaints have been filed with BBB about
travel clubs in the last three years and all tell
a similar story of being lured—either in per-
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Make Plans Now for
Coming Season at
Astrology Fair  

Find out more about yourself by
having your palm read; getting a read-
ing from Astrologers or Card Readers,
or seeing what your numbers mean.
Readings are $20 and admission is
$10. The Summer Astrology/Psychic
Fair will be held on Saturday, June 14
at the Clawson-Troy Elks Club.  1451
E. Big Beaver Rd. from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Call Rich Milostan for more
information at 248-528-2610.

Polish Your Skills at
Home Field Sports in
Your Home Town

Visit Troy’s 9,000 sq. ft. indoor
sports facility every day of the week.
They feature 3 batting cages, with
curveball, softball and junior
machines, and over 4,000 sq. ft. of
turf training area for baseball, soccer,
lacrosse, cheerleading practice and
agility training. Call 248-524-1414 for
more information or visit the website
at www.homefield-sports.com.
They’re on Maple, between John R
and Stephenson across from John R
Springs.

Michigan India
Chamber of Commerce
Hosts Meeting

The Michigan India Chamber of
Commerce (MIICC) hosts its monthly
networking meeting on Wed., June 11,
at 5:30 p.m. at the law office of
Dykema located at 39577 Woodward
Ave., Bloomfield Hills. The meeting is
open to the both members and non-
members who want to learn more
about this business group focused on
the Asian Indian community. The
meeting is free for members of the
MIICC and $10 for non-members.

For more information on the
event or the Michigan India Chamber
of Commerce, visit www.miicc.com or
call 248-470-6299.

Monday, June 9, 2008
Vol. 28, No. 41

Oceam Prime Hosts
Formal Opening

See page 12

See TRAVEL CLUBS, page 6

Travel Club Membership Doesn’t Always Pay
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“Dad, you're someone to look up
to no matter how tall I've grown.”

—Author Unknown

Presidental Candidate Obama
Makes Campaign Stop in Troy

Niles Recognition Night Toasts
Kids Who Worked Very Hard

Despite the fact that the Red
Wings were playing for the Stanley
Cup last Wednesday, several hundred
friends and relatives gathered at
Larson Middle School for Niles
Community High School’s annual
Senior Recognition Night.

Niles offered local high school
students who aren’t necessarily work-
ing up to their potential in the tradi-
tional high school setting the oppor-
tunity to excel in an alternative set-
ting. Judging from the number of
scholarships the students were
awarded, it’s a formula that works.
They’re called the Niles Eagles
because this is a place where they
really will learn to soar.

Dr. Barbara Fowler, Troy superin-
tendent of Schools, pointed out that
the Niles students had earned over
$75,000 in scholarships this year.

“These students have achieved
their awards despite many, many
obstacles life has put in their path.”
She noted that over 90 percent of the
Niles students will continue in some
form of higher education.

“The experience you’ve at Niles
will ensure many, many more doors
will be open to you,” Dr. Fowler told
the soon-to-be graduates.

“It’s been a great year,” NIles
Supervisor Debra MacDonald con-
curred. “Each of you has followed an
incredible journey to get to this point
in life. Tonight is a special night for
you.”

First on the evening’s agenda
were awards for academic achieve-
ment. Language Arts Awards were pre-
sented to David Basir, Alexandra
Hamelin, Ruth McKuhen and Rachel

See CITY COUNCIL, page 2See OBAMA VISITS TROY, page 4

AT NILES HIGH SCHOOL Senior Recognition Night last Wednesday,
Cassandra Palacios, right, won the Business Technology Award, the Parent
Scholarship and the George Ku Memorial Scholarship. She was congratulated
by Niles Counselor Deb Sheldon.See NILES RECOGNITION NIGHT, page 12

DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL made his first appearance in
Oakland County last week when he made a stop at Troy High School. He was
greeted by a very enthusiastic audience.           — photo by CINDY STEWART

by JON SZERLAG
Looking on the line to enter Troy High School’s gymnasium, it was

clear that something important was going on last Monday. People of all
ages and races were waiting in line for hours just to hear one man speak.
Barack Obama.

Fearing Unionization
Council Reconsiders
Pay Reductions 
by JIM KUFTA

Critical Memo Gives Rise to
Second Thoughts

In a critical, even urgent memo,
from City of Troy Human Resources
Director Peggy Sears to City Manager
Phil Nelson, Sears warned that City
Council’s budget decision three
weeks ago to cut the pay of non-
unionized employees might lead to
the unionization of the City’s remain-
ing 40 percent of unrepresented
employees.

The memo came in response to
questions posed by Councilwoman
Mary Kerwin to Nelson regarding the
possible consequences if the group
unionized. There has already been

www.troy-somersetgazette.com

Waiting for Obama to start his
speech, there was an air of
anticipation. People shouting “Yes we
can!” and the murmur of the packed
gymnasium creating a growing hum. 

As local officials came and talked
of praise for Obama, the crowd would
shout after each statement. Then
came the moment that everyone was
waiting for, Obama took the stage.

The gymnasium erupted as the
crowd screamed and jumped to their
feet. Obama gave an appreciative
smile and began his speech.

He focused on his plans for a
national health care system, about
the problems that face Michigan
today and what he was planning to do
to resolve those problems.

“I want you to know Troy,
Michigan, [The economy] is in my
interest and priority,” Obama told the
crowd.
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Holiday Fires
Bring New
Year Drama
for Residents

We don’t get a lot of house fires in

Troy, so this one on New Year’s Eve

was quite a surprise.

Fire Stations #3 and #6 were dis-

patched to the report of a structure

fire at  2135 Babcock. Callers were

reporting the back of the house on

fire.   
Assistant Fire Chief David Roberts

reports that upon arrival, firefighters

encountered a two-story single family

residence with fire and  smoke coming

from the first floor, back of the struc-

ture, rapidly spreading up to the  sec-

ond floor and roof eave.

There were unconfirmed reports

that there could be an  elderly person

inside the home and a dog in the

garage, Roberts noted.

Firefighters attempted to enter the

search but were

Teachers across the state of
Michigan were out in protest last
Tuesday in light of Gov. Rick Snyder’s
budget cuts to education as well as
the many tax breaks for business.

Despite the heat, several hun-
dred marchers came out in Troy to
support the position  that these tax
cuts are going to hurt our kids, who
deserve better.

TEA President Tony Lucchi noted
that Troy, and many districts have
made all the cuts possible outside the
classroom. This new round of spend-
ing cuts, up to $170 per student, will
now impact classroom programs.

He points out that cuts have
already been made in the media cen-
ters, and to the PACE program for gifted
elementary students, as well as cutting
vocal music classes for fifth grade and
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“Obama Makes Campaign Stop in Troy” 
Vol. 28, No. 41 - June 9, 2008

“Council Salutes Claire Weber 
for Capturing Troy’s History” 

Vol. 38, No. 12 - December 11, 2017 

“Troy Says ‘Yes’ To 
 Public Library” 

Vol. 31, No. 48 - August 8, 2011

“Daniels Recalled, Search For  
New Mayor Underway” 

Vol. 33, No. 11 - November 12, 2012

“Slater Takes Top Spot In Race 
To Be Troy’s Mayor” 

Vol. 33, No. 37 - May 13, 2013

“Troy Regains Place As Safest City 
In Michigan” 

Vol. 35 No. 25 - February 23, 2015

“Council Suspends All Action 
On Civic Center” 

Vol. 37, No. 45 - August 14, 2017 

“Troy-Somerset Gazette Celebrates 
40th Year Of Operation” 

Vol. 40, No. 1 - September 23, 2019
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You might say the crowd at JoeKool’s last Tuesday evening followingthe Troy mayoral election was quiteelated. Their candidate, Mayor DaneSlater, had won the right to continuein the job for the rest of recalledmayor Janice Daniels’ term, or untilNovember 2015.
In a contest that pitted two wellorganized campaigns against eachother, Slater narrowly defeated for-mer Michigan State RepresentativeMarty Knollenberg, 6,394 (50.39%) to5,821 (45.88%). While there were fourother candidates in the race, they hadlittle impact on the outcome. ScottWelborn garnered 215 votes; DavidElsas took 170; while Faris Alami had76 votes and Jon Dejardins just 12.“I’m humbled and honored that Imay continue serving as the Mayor ofthe greatest city in the state ofMichigan,” said Slater.  “I’m proud torepresent its resident d ll

Slater Takes
Top Spot in
Race to Be
Troy’s Mayor

Always a man of his word, OaklandCounty Executive L. Brooks Pattersonwalked to the podium on his own lastweek, just has he’d promised in thef

“If successful, I will be placingOakland County on the global map asthe first county in the world to initiate acountywide d

gram is the Oakland County HomelessHealthcare Collaboration. The county’sDepartment of Health and H
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Patterson Charts County’s Future for Coming Years
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Grow the Best Tomatoes
This Summer

County’s Emerging Sectors Add $1 Billion to Economy

See SAM FRANKEL, page 10

See JAIL OVERCROWDING, page 12

cg p ogram designed to reduce chronic jail overcrowding and theexpense of incarcerating large numbersof prisoners. 
The County has selected JudicialServices Group of Waterford,Michigan, to provide the Omnilinkoffender monitoring system to theOakland County Jail. The programrequires a one-piece tether shackled(please, you tether a dinghy, youshackle prisoners) to the ankle of anoffender; and using cutting-edge GPSand cellular technologies, the devicemonitors the offender’s exact location— inside and outside buildings — atall times. Offenders will be limited to

Troy Loses
Champion in
Sam FrankelTroy lost a benefactor and afriend last week with the passing ofSamuel Frankel, at 94.

One can only wonder what itwould have been like back in the1960s to have been there when hebrought representatives of Saks Fifth
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Gazette Scarecrow a Tribute to Newspaper's EditorThis year's Troy-Somerset Gazette Scarecrow at the Troy Historic Village is modeled after longtime editor Cindy Km
right down to her iconic pink camera. Pictured above, the rest of the Gazette crew surrounds Cindy and Scarecr
Cindy. Learn more about the Scarecrow Row Workshop at the Troy Historic Village by visit
troyhistoricvillage.org/events/scarecrow-row-workshop-2.

Troy School District Wants a N S i
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Enjoy the June

Health Digest

Replace Storm Damaged HVAC Equipment

A
Storms
Sweep Troy
With 80 mph
Wind & Rain
by JIM KUFTA

911 System Overwhelmed With

Non-Emergencies
For awhile the City had more tree

l g the side of the road
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After a comprehensive search

and interview process, the Troy

Board of Education has selected Dr.

Richard Machesky as the next

S perintendent of Schools. Dr.

will replace Dr. Barbara

ing this summer

School

E
Troy School

Board Names

Machesky as

Superintendent

vate European c
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City Council Rehires John Szerlag as Troy City Manager

KUFTA in ” so the
$228,000, he said.

The pension, however, is based on

arly 20 years of prior service,

d an

was, Szerlag’s experience and familiar-

ity with the city is the reason he was

hired as Acting City Manager, and they

are the same reasons Szerlag should

be rehired as Troy's full-time City

Councilman

See CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE, page 

CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE is this weekend, Sunday, August 2, at Meadow Brook Hall. Here you’ll find the “Best of

Detroit” on display. Among the “best” currently showcased at the Somerset Collection is this 1940 Buick Limited

Sedan. You won’t find many of this classic on the road; it was only built for one year.

by JIM KUFTA
Beltrami i Cit P
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Pull and Save the
Troy Daze Schedule

40th Troy Daze Festival is Full of Family Fun

City Approves Mixed-Use Development Concept for ‘Troy Plaza’
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Citizens Rally to Save Troy’s Public Library
by JIM KUFTA fi d
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Council
Meeting
Turns Ugly

T say that things are going well in

AP class at
points out that Riparip is the first Troy

student to ever win the coveted award.

A h s beat every school in the

know I just wanted to draw

Jessie Greenwell plans 

fine arts at CCS. She star
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New Kid’s Flick Coming

With Spiderwick

Study Gives Library Needs a Blunt Assessment

Athens High Artists Take Home the GoldTHE BEST OF THE BEST – Steven Riparip, a seni

gious American Vision Award in Drawing. As you can see from his dra g

graphic representation of himself, Steve is very talented. He’ll be studying illustration in colleg

See ATHENS A

■
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Troy Loses City Pioneer in
Passing of Harriett Barnard

i f its history worked at S.S. Kresge in Birmingham
b
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All construction is

growth in emergency visits; and 43- per-

cent growth in births from 2000-2006.

This growth is projected to continue at

t of 4-5 percent. 
nsion

led to improvements in design includ-

ing: separate ambulance and walk-in

entrances; a hazardous materials area

to respond to emergencies in the com-

munity; and spacious waiting areas for

d visitor comfort and to

disease

Plans also include a comprehen-

sive ambulatory care center and pro-

fessional office building on the east side

of Dequindre Road, across the street

(respiratory disorders and neu

gy/neurosurgery) by U.S. News & W

Report. 

(248) 524-4868

FAX (248) 524-9140

PUBLISHER

EDITOR

AUTOMOTIVE EDITOR

EDITORIAL STAFF

ADVERTISING

PRODUCTION

CIRCULATION

OFFICE

Beaumont Troy Starts Multi-Million Expansion, Complete With Bridge

BEAUMONT EXPANSION, from page 1

Pause a moment and think about how many times you’ve enjoyed Tim Hortons’ “Tim 
Bits” at a Troy fundraiser for one of the City’s many non-profits. It’s undoubtedly more 
than most of us can count.

Should you choose to attend, you'll be enjoying those Tim Bits with cider the first 
Sunday of October at the main Troy Fire Station Annual Open house.  

Maureen Finnigan and John Mara are the wife and husband team who own all four 
of Troy’s Tim Hortons Café & sandwich shop. They are extremely generous in their 
support of Troy’s nonprofit community, they provide hot coffee and Tim Bits for the 
“Troy One” teachers back to school day, the Troy Boys & Girls Club “Taste of Troy”, to 
supporting a Buddy Bench for the Troy Rotary.  They have continued to support and 
contribute to the Troy Historic Village and the Trick or Treat Event, the Troy Library 
Summer Reading Program and numerous gift baskets for many additional events. 
This Troy couple is always finding ways to help the community.   

Perhaps you even have attended one of their Camp Day events. That annual event 
funds a week at a Tim Hortons Foundation Camp for children whose families cannot 
afford such an adventure. Maureen and John annually send six kids to camp, and the 
campers thank-you notes tell just how much fun the kids have there.

"We love being a community partner and we are excited that the 
Troy Somerset Gazette is celebrating 40 years,” says Maureen, who 
grew up in Troy and is an Athens High graduate.

With all the road construction underway, you may have noticed that 
the Rochester Road restaurant lobby is closed. It’s been 10 years 
since this first Troy location opened its doors and it’s time for a 
remodel.

“We want better for our guests,” John says. “We want you to be 
comfortable when you stop in.”

He thinks all should be finished by mid-October. However, John does 
point out that the drive-thru is open, in case you’re headed to work 
in the morning.

Tim Hortons is the perfect place to go for freshly brewed coffee. Their coffee is made 
with 100%  Arabica beans and they also  offer specialty beverages including  lattes, 
cappuccinos, espresso, iced and frozen coffee, hot chocolate and tea.

Tim Hortons Cafes are known for 
their donuts, single or by the 
dozen. Delicious. Need something 
more substantial? The specialty 
breakfast sandwiches are tasty 
choices that make you happy. 
Don’t forget to stop later in the day 
for a light lunch or afternoon snack, 
including Iced Cappuccinos.  They 
do have some of the best smiling 
staff and are looking to add more. 
Those interested can apply online at 
nowhiring.com/muffinholdingsllc.

All the Troy Tim Hortons locations 
are open from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m.here.

the 
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be 
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All the Troy Tim Hortons locations 
are open from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Add Cream Cheese for $.99 - PLU 387
With coupon. Limit one coupon per guest per visit. 

PLU 102. Expires 10-31-19

1905 E. Maple Rd
3331 Rochester Rd

507 E. Big Beaver Rd
1860 E. Big Beaver Rd3

FREE CLASSIC 
BAGEL with butter

with the purchase of any size Beverage

Troy Locations Celebrate 10 Years in Community Partnerships!
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 2265 Livernois Suite 500,  Troy
(248) 362-4150  •  ChoiceProperties.com 

KAMAL SHOUHAYIB
Chairman and Founder 

The Choice Group Portfolio spans 
over 4 states & includes:

• Office Complexes in Troy, the Heart 
   of Oakland County, MI
• Apartment Communities
• Shopping Centers
• Industrial Buildings
• Manufactured Housing 
   Communities

If you’re looking for the Troy headquarters of the 
Choice Group, you can find it at 2265 Livernois at the 
corner of Kirts Blvd. Just look for the American flag 
that the company’s founder and CEO Kamal 
Shouhayib proudly flies. It’s the biggest flag in our 
city.
The Choice Group is a family owned business that 
Kamal operates with his wife Yasmine and sons Rob 
and Omar.
While many of us may live in wonderful subdivisions 
developed by Choice Properties, in recent years they 
have turned some of their attention to the 
commercial arena. Their first Troy building was their 
own headquarters on the corner of Livernois and 
Kirts. That was six years ago when they saw the 
potential for a convenient location for businesses in 
the city. It was only 50% occupied when they took 
over, but a complete renovation has changed that 
into full occupancy today. Choice Group soon added 
a Big Beaver office building and invested heavily in 
revamping the property to ensure happy tenants.
But the location of their headquarters prompted the 
Shouhayib family to look across the street and soon 
they were not only the owners of the “Kirts on the 
Blvd” plaza, which we know as the home of CJ 
Mahoney’s, but also the landlords to the four office 
buildings on Kirts to its rear.
Those office buildings were not considered a prime 
location until the Choice Group invested in extensive 
renovations that have led to 93% occupancy, which 
includes the busy students at the Chamberlain 
College of Nursing-Michigan.
Shouhayib says his sons, Rob and Omar, have spent 
a lot of time on curb appeal in their renovation plans, 
which is important to Troy professionals when their 

clients call. “We love Troy and Oakland County, and 
we’re aggressively looking for other investments,” 
Shouhayib stresses. That includes office, 
commercial and industrial buildings. “We took 
underperforming properties, and with good 
management and capital investments, we turned 
them around.” He notes with a smile that the Choice 
Group has better occupancy rates than the city of 
Troy as a whole.
Not all of the Choice Groups investments are in 
Michigan. The company owns and manages 
properties in four states, including several in the 
Houston, Texas area.
One of the finds they are most proud of is in Rockford, 
Illinois. This handsome building was “built to last” in 
1988, Shouhayib observes. With beautiful grounds 
and underground parking for the Midwest winters, 
he adds that it is “more than a five-star building.”
The Choice Group was at yet another closing last 
Tuesday, and Shouhayib says that Rob and Omar are 
always on the lookout for opportunities to expand the 
company’s portfolio.
Equally important to this family is to 
support the communities where they do 
business.
Kamal experienced firsthand the impact 
of giving as a young boy back in 1956 
when his hometown of Aley, Lebanon was 
devastated by an earthquake. He vividly 
remembers the gifts of cookies and 
personal items from the United States. It 
was this generous American spirit that 
Kamal sought to generate in his personal 
and business life. He has partnered with 
the Troy School District for many years for 

the middle school essay contest titled “Proud to Be 
an American.” To date, more than 15,000 students 
have participated.
Kamal is also a passionate Rotarian of more than 35 
years, leveraging his Rotary membership to do good 
in places near and far. With the help of fellow 
districts and Lebanese Rotarians, he helped bring 
clean drinking water to students in Lebanon’s 1,200 
public schools, along with many other health and 
welfare projects.
He was instrumental in bringing his birth city of Aley, 
Lebanon and his adopted city of Troy together as 
sister cities. As a testament to this bond, there stands 
a hand-carved rock statue in front of Troy City Hall. 
He has also served the community on several boards, 
including the Boys & Girls Club of Troy and the Troy 
Chamber of Commerce.
In recognition of his commitment to the Troy 
community, Kamal Shouhayib is one of Troy's 
Distinguished Citizens, a yearly award to those who 
work to make this a better community in which to live, 
work and play.

Choice Properties Is Building Its Real Estate Portfolio

Your #1 Choice for Real Estate
Investment & Management



by ANDREW NEAL 
The Troy Historic Village 

connects people across time, 
culture, and geography. And the 
stories are endless. 

As chunks of Troy Township 
were being annexed after World 
War II, the people of Troy came 
together to protect their land. 

During the suburbanization 
of the time, Troy Township was 
considered rural land. As people 
began to move north from Detroit, 
as soon as development would 
start, cities to the south like Royal 
Oak, Birmingham, and Clawson 

would annex parts of Troy. 
The leadership in Troy, 

including Township Supervisor 
Norman Barnard, realized they 
were losing geography. In 
response, they gaveled their 
official meeting closed, met at 
Norm's house, and in one 
weekend they had platted the city 
of Troy, developed petitions for 
citizens to sign, distributed the 
petitions, and on Monday 
morning, filed for annexation to 
officially become the City of Troy. 

The main building that sits on 
the grounds of the Troy Historic 
Village was Troy's Township Hall 
from 1927, when it was built, to 
when the city was established in 
1955, and then overnight it 
became City Hall. 

Within 10 years, it was already 
overcrowded. City officials 
planned to move their offices to 
its present location on Big Beaver 
around 1968. At that point, they 
had to decide what to do with the 
old Township Hall. 

There were numerous 
suggestions that it might become 
the town Library, but engineers 
were unsure whether or not if 
structurally the building could 
handle the weight of the books. 

People like Morris Wattles and 
Norman Barnard, who had been 
well-recognized leaders in the 
township, were also among the 
first people to become involved in 
the fledgling Troy Historic Society. 

There was an idea offered that 

the old Township Hall could serve 
as a museum, especially since 
when Wattles oversaw 
construction of the Hall in 1927, 
the far west wing known as the 
Pioneer Room, was originally 
intended to display historical 
artifacts. 

After the city vacated the 
building to move to its new city 
hall, it became the Troy Museum. 

As Troy started to boom in 
development and real estate 
values outstripped historic value 
for any old structure, buildings 
that the Historical Society thought 

had historic significance were 
slated to be torn down. 

The first building that was 
scheduled for demolition was the 
Caswell House, built in 1832 by 
one of the first pioneers, Solomon 
Caswell, to establish a homestead 
in Troy. He was among the first 15 
residents of Troy. 

The house had been lived in 
exclusively by the Caswell family. 
When Solomon Caswell's 
grandson died, he left no heirs and 
he willed the house and the 
property to his friend, a local 
mailman. 

The Caswell House was then 
sold to the Christian Reform 
Church, who planned to tear down 
it down and build its house of 
worship on the land. A deal was 
struck between the Historical 
Society and the young city and the 
church – with some input from the 
mailman – to donate the house to 
the city as long as it could be 
moved to the vacant property 
behind Township Hall. 

The Historical Society raised 
the money to move the building. 

That started a pattern of 
"move it or lose it" and over 50 
years, buildings have been added 
to the museum campus, which is 
now 5 acres and 11 buildings. The 
most recent structure that was 
relocated – and likely the last – 
was the Niles Barnard House, 
which was moved in 2010. 
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3775 Rochester Rd • Troy      OPEN 7 DAYS LUNCH & DINNER
(248) 689-8050 • www.picanos.com     

Dine-in only. Available for lunch or dinner.

50% OFF
Select Bottles of Wine

25% OFF
Select Bottles over $60

We would love to host an event for you 
with 3 beautiful banquet rooms  
Birthday • Baby Shower • Communion
Wedding Shower • Wedding Rehearsal

Funeral Luncheon • Graduation Party • Anniversaries 
Business Meeting and Holiday Party

Wednesday Wine SpecialWednesday Wine SpecialWednesday Wine Special

Italian Grille
Lunch • Cocktails • Dinner

Every 
Tuesday & 

Thursday 2019 
Except the 2nd

Tuesday of the month
Starting at 6pm

Pino Marelli

Buy One Dinner Entree & Get the Second
of Equal or Lesser Value

50% OFF!
Valid for Dinner 4pm - close. Not valid on Holidays.

May not be combined with any other offer. Dine-in only.
No coupon necessary. Limit 3 offers per table.

Monday & Tuesday Dinner SpecialMonday & Tuesday Dinner SpecialMonday & Tuesday Dinner Special

Troy’s Post-WWII Boom

A view of the Troy Historic Village grounds

Continued on page 11



The city of Troy has always 
owned the buildings, the land, and 
the collection of the village, but in 
2011, as a result of the Great 
Recession, the city decided it no 
longer wanted to administer the 
village as a component of a city 
department (most recently it was 
part of the Library Department). 

The Historical Society had 
always raised money to move 
buildings to the village, supported 
programs, and held events on 
village grounds. Ultimately, the 
society stepped up and took over 
the management and operations 
of the village on July 1, 2011. 

Troy Historic Village 
Executive Director Loraine 
Campbell began her work in Troy 
at the Stage Nature Center, 
working part-time for about 12 
years. In 1998, during a 
restructuring period in the city, 
Campbell became the Education 
Coordinator for the nature center 
and the village. And in 2000, she 
was named the Executive Director 
of the village. When the Historical 
Society took over operations at 
the village in 2011, Campbell 
ceased being a city employee and 

now works for the Troy Historical 
Society. 

Campbell and her staff realized 
that the village is not a traditional 
museum with galleries, and that 
there was a need to host 
educational and entertaining 
events at there. 

"As a village, we provide an 
immersive environment for 
education," Campbell says. "Last 
year, we became a cultural 
passport with Detroit Public 
Schools Community District, and 
we are now providing education 
programs to about 15,000 school 
kids, chaperones, and teachers 

from five counties every year." 
The village also offers 

programs for adults, families, and 
seniors. 

Campbell says the local 
history of Troy is relevant and 
important. 

 
"What history does is it 

provides us context. It helps 
us understand the 
successes, the failures, and 
the challenges of the past 
and how people dealt with 
them. That explains 
sometimes where we are 
today and it provides us a 
framework for making 
better decisions in the 
future." 

 
Looking ahead, Campbell 

observes that Troy is in its second 
phase of development. 

"The density in Troy is 
certainly increasing, which 
changes the generational 
distribution, the number of people 

who have children, older citizens, 
traffic patterns, all of that is 
affected." 

If you've ever driven by The 
Troy Historic Village at 60 W 
Wattles Road, Campbell 
encourages you and your family to 
visit. Their Scarecrow Row display 
goes up the last week of 
September and it will stay up until 
the end of October. There's also a 
Halloween trick-or-treating event 
in late October. 

For more information on the 
Troy Historic Village, call 248-
524-3570 or visit 
Troyhistoricvillage.org/.
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$4,995 Studio
SPECIAL!

Check out our savings
happening NOW

through October 15, 2019

Come in for a tour and experience the Pomeroy difference.

It’s not just living. It’s Pomeroy Living.

3466 W. South Blvd.
Rochester Hills

248-564-2200
pomeroyrochester.com

2200 Fifteen Mile Rd.
Sterling Heights

586-554-7200
pomeroysterling.com

Troy Historic Village

THE TROY HISTORIC VILLAGE welcomed visitors through the wheels 
of a giant Radio Flyer Wagon in 2015 as Bill and Kathy Ziemba waited 
to check guests in to the Scarecrow Glow Party fundraiser. 



■     AREN’T 
THESE ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES? Officers 
located a subject 

operating an Amigo scooter stolen 
from the Kroger store at South Blvd 
and Crooks. The subject stated that 
she was intending to drive the scooter 
to Warren. The scooter was returned to 
the store. Unknown if charges were 
ever pursued. 

■ SHE QUIT, BUT NOT BEFORE 
STABBING AN EMPLOYEE – Officers 
responded to a business in Troy on 
reports of an employee stabbing. A 28-
year-old woman was resigning from her 
position at the health care company 
and went to human resources to turn 
in her equipment. The HR employee 
noticed that the woman had turned in 
a broken tablet and told her she would 
have to pay $500 for it to be fixed, per 
company policy. The woman became 
angry and attacked the HR employee, 
putting her in a choke hold and 
stabbing her with a pen. She fled the 
scene before officers could arrive. 
Shortly after, officers located her 
vehicle during a traffic stop. She was 
arrested and charged with assault. 

■  WHO BREAKS INTO A 
BUSINESS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
DAY? It was late in the afternoon when 

police were called to this Troy 
manufacturing facility. Employees had 
discovered four suspects were seen 
inside the business who were not 
employees.  When they were 
confronted, one of the suspects 
discharged a fire extinguisher in one of 
the employee’s face and fled.  Arriving 
officers were able to locate a 15-year-
old boy from Troy hiding under a press 
in the building and arrested him.  A 
second suspect, a 16-year-old boy from 
Troy was found hiding in a field near 
business lot and was arrested.  A third 
suspect was found heading toward his 
residence in Troy and the 16-year-old 
boy was arrested.  The fourth suspect, 
a 15-year-old boy from Troy, later 
turned himself in.   

■ WELL, POLICE DEFINITELY 
KNOW WHERE TO START LOOKING 
FOR THIS WOMAN – This store 
manager reported an unknown woman 
came to the jewelry department 
wishing to purchase a gift. She 
attempted to purchase a 14k yellow 
gold necklace and applied for a JC 
Penney credit card. When she was 
denied, she attempted to use her own 
bank card and again was denied. She 
then grabbed the jewelry valued at 
$2,250 and fled. 

■     MORE JUVENILE BEHAVIOR 
– The drivers of a Jeep and a Subaru 
were involved in a traffic altercation on 
Maple Road. The Jeep driver, a 36-year-
old woman, said the Subaru driver 
stopped abruptly in the road and then 
pulled alongside of her, throwing a lit 
cigarette into her vehicle. The driver of 
the Subaru, a 23-year-old woman, said 
the Jeep driver was following too 
closely to her vehicle and she tapped 
the brakes to warn the driver to back 
off. She said the Jeep driver was mad, 
drove next to her, and flipped her off. 
The Subaru driver denies throwing a lit 
cigarette, saying she doesn’t smoke. 

■     A NOT-SO-NICE NEIGHBOR? 
Police arrived at a Somerset dwelling 
after someone called complaining 
about excess noise coming from an 
apartment. The resident explained that 
he had several friends over to watch 
the Superbowl and agreed to quiet 
things down. When two of the guests 
left the gathering they discovered that 
someone had slashed their tires. 

■     THIS, I’M AFRAID, IS A VERY 
COMMON CRIME THESE DAYS – This 
complainant reported leaving his 
locker key and towel on a bench while 
he played basketball. When he finished 
playing basketball he discovered the 
key was missing. His locker had been 
opened and $200 was stolen from his 
wallet. You really have to have a place 
to safely tuck a key away when at the 
gym. 
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HERALD WHOLESALE
PREMIER BATH, LIGHTING & HARDWARE

40% OFF
Any One Item

Store Wide
With Ad. Valid on Qualifying Products Only.

New Orders Only. Limited Time Offer.

Superstore
Visit our Website

For A Complete List
Of Manufacturers

Your PREMIER Bath, Light & Hardware

1765 W. MAPLE RD. • TROY • (248) 398-4560 • www.heraldwholesale.com
M & TH 9am-7pm • SAT 9am-4pm • TU, W, F 9am-5:30pm
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by JUSTIN COOPER 
For many readers, the 

highlight of every week’s Gazette 
is the Police Patrol page. Troy-
Somerset Gazette writer Cynthia 
Kmett has been putting it together 
for decades, and on the occasion 
she misses one, she says one or 
two people will sometimes see her 
in public and ask, “Where was it?” 

It started when Bill Tullock, a 
Troy policeman at the time who 
retired in 1994, suggested to 
Kmett that Troy’s week in crime 
ought to be shared with the wider 
community. “The pitch was that 
people are interested in crime, 
and they’ll love it, and he was 
absolutely right,” Kmett said. 

Kmett said that she hopes 
people can get a better sense of 
judgment from reading the 
Gazette’s Police Patrol section. 
She puts the spotlight on drunk 
drivers whenever she gets the 
chance, but the thing Kmett is 
most tired of seeing is purses, 
wallets, and computers getting 
stolen from the back seats of cars. 
“Criminals are watching,” she 
warns. 

In the spirit of advice, Kmett 
offers this tip: Troy cops keep 
their eyes extra peeled for two 
things: drunk drivers, and people 
in parked cars behind industrial 
buildings at night. Everybody 
knows it’s dark back there — 
especially the cops. 

Here are a few our favorite 
Police Patrol highlights from 
over the years. All suspects are 
innocent until proven guilty.

 
"The visionary starts with a clean sheet of paper 
and re-imagines the world.” — Malcolm Gladwell

A Look Back At The Gazette’s Police Patrol

POLICE  
PATROL 

 
   

Old Police Patrol 
excerpts 

Note: The Police Patrol 
excerpts on this page are 
several years old. Please do not 
contact the Troy Police 
Department about these 
incidents. Page 13 contains this 
week’s Police Patrol column.



 

■ THIS 
ACTION IS NOT 
NECESSARY –  

Officers responded on report of a 
traffic altercation in which two 
subjects were fighting. The 
officers spoke with one of the 
subjects involved, a 40-year-old 
man from Troy, who said he 
attempted to merge-over as his 
lane was ending on Big Beaver and 
struck another vehicle. Both 
drivers began to have a heated 
discussion and when the 40-year-
old’s wife exited his vehicle, the 
other driver made an 
inappropriate comment about her.  
The subject stated this infuriated 
him and he struck the subject one 
time, knocking him to the ground.  
The officers spoke with the other 
driver who admitted that he was 
involved in a heated discussion 
with the other driver and also 
admitted to making the 
inappropriate comment.  However 
he did not recall how he was 
assaulted but was interested in 
seeking criminal charges for 
Assault and Battery against the 
other driver, as he did not throw 
any punches.  Two witnesses said 
the 40-year-old man punched the 
other driver three times. The 40-
year-old driver was arrested and 
charged with Assault and Battery. 

■ MORE TROUBLE IN BIG 
BEAVER TRAFFIC – Officers 
responded to the Paradise Mart 
Parking Lot on Big Beaver on 
report of private property traffic 
crash.  The officers spoke with all 
the subjects who were involved 
and all agreed that a verbal 
argument ensued after one driver 
struck a parked vehicle in the 
parking lot.  One of the subjects 
stated he was punched in the back 
by one occupant of the parked 
vehicle, which was confirmed by 
his son-in-law.  The occupants of 
the parked vehicle deny striking 
the driver of the vehicle who 
caused the accident. 

■ NEED WE SAY THIS GUY 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN DRUNK? 
Officers responded to the 
Embassy Suites parking lot on 
report of a belligerent subject who 
was punching vehicles parked in 
the parking lot.  Officers arrived 
and spoke with the 29-year-old 
man who appeared visibly 
intoxicated and boisterous. The 
officers attempted to calm him 
without success.  Officers spoke 

with the manager of the business 
who said the subject was no 
longer welcome at the facility.  
The subject refused a ride home 
with a friend and opted to be 
driven home by a cab.  When the 
cab driver arrived, the subject 
refused to take the ride and began 
to rant and swear, requesting to be 
arrested. The officers obliged his 
wishes, charging him with 
Trespassing and Disorderly 
Conduct. 

■ WONDER IF THESE TWO 
WERE FRIENDS – Officers 
responded to a business parking 
lot on Rochester Road on report 
of two subjects fighting. The 
officers spoke with a 21-year-old 
man and a 20-year-old man who 
admitted they had been involved 
in a physical altercation while 
inside the vehicle they were 
traveling in.  The driver said he 
pulled the vehicle over so he and 
his friend could continue their 
fight outside the vehicle.  Both 
subjects were issued 
Misdemeanor Citations for 
Fighting in Public. 

■ MAYBE SOME OFFICES 
HAVE CAMERAS – Several 
employees of the Liberty Center at 
50 and 100 W. Big Beaver at 
Livernos reported missing items 
from their desks, stolen by 
unknown suspect(s). Items taken 
included a bottle of Frank Family 
Reserve Wine, prescription 
sunglasses, a Visa Gift Card, and 
miscellaneous coins and currency 
totaling approximately $70.  The 
only damage observed was a desk 
drawer that had been locked. 

■ SHE COULD HAVE 
SURRENDERED – Officers were on 
Renee Drive looking for a 37-year-
old woman from Troy who had a 
valid warrant out of the 6th Circuit 
Court for Dangerous Drugs. The 
officers observed the subject 
outside of her home and as they 
approached and when they 
identified themselves to her, she 
took off running into her 
residence. The officers gave chase 
and were able to apprehend her in 
the kitchen of the residence.  She 
was transported to the Troy 
Police Lock-up Facility where a 
small container was found to be 
concealed under her clothing.  
The container had numerous 
prescription pills in it which were 
later identified as Amphetamine 
Dextroamphetamine and 
Pseudoephedrine Hydrochloride.  
She was charged with Illegal 
Possession of Prescription 
Medication and Hinder and 
Obstruction of a Police Officer.  

■ AND WHY OH WHY IS 
YOUR VEHICLE UNLOCKED? A 
Houghton Drive resident reports 
unknown suspects entered his 
unlocked 2018 Chevrolet Equinox 
while the vehicle was parked in 

his driveway, stealing his Apple 
iPhone 5S, his sunglasses, and his 
wallet which contained 
approximately $110 and multiple 
credit cards.  A credit card was 
fraudulently used to complete a 
hundreds of dollars of purchases.  
The victim discovered the theft 
when his wife was contacted by 
her credit card company 
regarding suspicious activity on it. 
Lock it or lose it. 

■ THE CULPRIT WAS IN HIS 
OWN PARKING LOT – This victim 
discovered unknown suspects 
removed his yearly license plate 
renewal tab attached to his pick-
up truck parked in a Big Beaver 
business. While checking the 
parking lot, he noticed the stolen 
tab was now affixed to a silver Kia 
Optima. The responding officers 
arrived and found a 35-year-old 
man sitting in the Kia. The subject 
was questioned and eventually 
admitted to stealing the renewal 
tab. He was issued a Misdemeanor 
Citation for Larceny and released 
from the scene.
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The Art of Senior Living

Will We Ever Learn To Lock Our Cars? (Nope)

80s Style at Troy Police Department 
THE... PUZZLING PHOTO ABOVE was taken in the late 80s by the 
Troy Police Department for submission to Law & Order magazine's 
“Best Dressed Police Department” contest. The department did not 
win any awards for their efforts, but they were recognized as a top 
finisher, surprisingly. Dressed as Barney the Bear was the late Dan 
Caverely.

POLICE  
PATROL 

 
   

by   
CYNTHIA KMETT

Note: If you have any infor-
mation on the aforementioned 
crimes, or any other offenses, 
please call the Troy Police 
Department at 248-524-3477. If 
you wish to remain anony-
mous, you may call 524-0777 
and leave a message.
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American House isn’t just a senior living community; 
it’s home to some great people! Our residents enjoy 

the peace of mind that comes from a maintenance-free 
lifestyle, a state-of-the-art electronic health and safety 

monitoring system, a variety of engaging activities, 
and a comfortable, warm atmosphere that only comes 
from home. Seniors maintain an independent lifestyle, 
knowing that all their personal care needs are available 

right here if and when they need them. 

Call or visit us today to make American House 
your Home Sweet Home!

Stone (248) 260-2658 
Elmwood (248) 260-2634

American House... your future 
home sweet home! 

AmericanHouse.com

Gazette’s Legacy of Support 
for Troy Nonprofits
by CYNTHIA KMETT 

They say it takes a village to 
raise a child, but it also takes a 
village for a city to be successful.  

In our modern era, Troy is 
surrounded by several 
components that make that 
success possible including our 
business community, the Troy 
Chamber of Commerce members, 
and the extensive list of nonprofits 
that work tirelessly to make this a 
better city for all our diverse 
residents. 

To make that happen, 
nonprofits have many projects 
and fundraisers each year. The 
Troy-Somerset Gazette tries to be 
available to spread the word on 
their endeavors and to encourage 
everyone in the city to participate. 

Community Coalition 
Keeping very busy these days 

is the Troy Community Coalition, 
which works endlessly to 
encourage healthy choices – to 
not to smoke or drink to excess. 
Vaping and marijuana have also 
been a cause of concern for the 
Coalition for quite some time now. 

The Coalition has worked 
tirelessly over the past 28 years to 
address substance abuse 
prevention from multiple vantage 
points in the community – 
through the schools, churches, 
Coalition’s summer camp, 
conferences, town halls, expert 
panels, special events, and 
fundraisers.  Research shows that 
using a comprehensive approach 
to substance abuse prevention 
results in the most positive 
outcomes. 

Nancy Morrison, Executive 
Director, said “It has been a 
pleasure collaborating with so 
many organizations and 
individuals to prevent substance 
abuse and make a positive impact 
in the community.  We are 
stronger when we work together, 
when we are all on the same page 
and want the same results.”  

All of these efforts take money. 
When it was formed, the federal 
government was giving large 
grants to coalitions to get the 
message out. Those days are long 
gone; now the Coalition needs 
local support, which the Gazette 
encourages you to give. 

Here’s how you can help 
make Troy a healthier community. 
The Troy Community Coalition’s 
biggest fundraiser of the year is 
their 24th annual Celebrity Night 
Dinner.  The dinner will held on 
Thursday, October 17 from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at the San Marino Club in 
Troy. The dinner will feature 
Detroit Music Award Winner 
Michele Ramo as the 
entertainment.  Karen Carter, CBS 

62’s Chief Forecaster will be the 
event’s emcee.  Sponsorships and 
tickets are available by calling the 
Troy Community Coalition at 248-
823-5088. 

Troy Garden Club 
Among the most generous 

people in the city are the 
members of the Troy Garden Club.  
They are the real worker bees 
behind the flowers all over town, 
especially for the Village Green 
and the holidays celebrated there. 
But flowers cost money, and that 
requires an event. Their big event 
is the annual Troy Garden Walk in 
July. Many years ago, Gazette 
founder Claire Weber declared 
that they could have an ad for the 
event, and a story as well. Long-
time Gazette readers will know 
that sprinkling can ad means the 
walk is on the horizon. 

 

Kiwanis Club 
Both Troy Kiwanis and Troy 

Rotary step up to the plate for a 
myriad of other nonprofits. They 
both have scholarships for Troy 
students and give to the annual 
Christmas drives of Troy People 
Concerned and the Troy Police 
Department.  This year the 
Kiwanis Club donated, with help 
from the Troy Community 
Foundation and the Troy 
Foundation for Educational 
Excellence, to build an outdoor 
classroom at Athens High School.  
They are also responsible for the 
shelter at Daisy Knight Dog Park. 

 

Troy Rotary Club 
The Troy Rotary Club was 

very busy this past winter raising 
funds in both the business and 
residential communities to put 
Buddy Benches at all Troy’s 
schools and the Boys & Girls Club, 
too. So the Gazette is always 
happy to give those kinds of 
endeavors a gentle push or two 
towards fulfillment. This fall, the 
Rotary is planning a big literacy 
program to mentor students who 
need a bit of help with reading. 

 

Firefighter’s Memorial 
Currently underway is a 

campaign to build a Firefighter’s 
Memorial at Firefighter’s Park on 
Square Lake Road. The Women’s 
Firefighters Auxiliary started the 
tradition of honoring the 
volunteer firefighters who had 
served by planting a tree in the 
park with their name on it, But age 
and weather, has made the 
department think a more 
significant memorial is 
appropriate. 

Continued on page 15
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"Kindness is the 
language which the 

deaf can hear and the 
blind can see." 
— Mark Twain

Donating Your Time and 
Energy to the Troy Community

In case you’re unaware, most 
of Troy firefighters are volunteers, 
and they are not paid. They do 
cook themselves an occasional 
dinner and get snacks, but no 
paychecks are forthcoming. Plus, 
the city of Troy has a very highly 
rated fire department and that 
means you pay considerably less 
for homeowners insurance than 
many other cities. So a donation 
to this fundraiser is definitely a 
worthy cause. 

Donations can be made to 
support this project with your 
check made out payable to the 
Troy Firefighters Community Fund 
(TFCF), which is a 501 (c)(3) 
organization. All donations are tax 
deductible as allowed by law. Mail 
your check with your name, 
address and donation amount to: 
Troy Fire Department, Attn: TFCF-
Memorial Project, 500 West Big 
Beaver, Troy, MI 48084. Or, go 
online to: 
Paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity
1245946 and follow the 
instructions to make your 
donation with Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express or Discover. For 
more information please call 

Station Assistant Chief Todd 
Dudzinski at 248-840-7781. 

It’s not too late to give the 
recognition of being the best 
member of your group last year as 
an honoree at the annual City of 
Troy Community Awards Dinner. 
The deadline for saying thanks to 
those in the community, schools, 
church, neighborhood, or other 
worthy cause is September 30. If 
you have a Troy citizen, business, 
church or school that has a 

worker who deserves to be lauded 
for their contributions to 
community life, all the forms and 
the instructions can be found at: 
troymilgov/volunteerrecognition. 
Then plan to attend the dinner on 
Wednesday, November 6, 6:45 p.m. 
at the San Marino Club. 

Tickets are $50 per person. 
For any questions, call Cindy 
Stewart at 248-524-1147. 

If you have an event that you 
would like the Troy-Somerset 
Gazette to help promote for you, 
send an email to 
cynthiakmett2009@comcast.net.

LONGTIME KIWANIAN and then-Executive Director of the Boys and 
Girls Club of Troy Steve Toth (right) offers a few suggestions on how 
to fix the perfect plate pancakes to then-Councilwoman Robin 
Beltramini on a bright Sunday morning in 2011. They were gathered 
at the Boys and Girls Club annual breakfast fundraiser.

“Detroit Then & Now” Presentation  
With R.J. King and Frank Venegas

The Rotary Club of Troy will 
host special guests R.J. King and 
Frank Venegas for a "food for 
thought" luncheon on Wednesday, 
September 25 from 11:30 a.m. – 
1:30 p.m. 

R.J. King is the Editor of 
"DBusiness" Magazine and author 
of "Detroit, Engine of America." 
Frank Venegas is the CEO of Ideal 
Group. 

The featured speakers will 
talk about the founding of Detroit, 
the exciting personalities from its 
first 100 years, and draw 
interesting parallels to the modern 
resurgence of the city. 

King's "Detroit: Engine of 
America" is the story of how, on 

July 24, 1701, French explorer 
Antoine Laumet De La Mothe 
Cadillac, guided by Native 
American tribes, founded Detroit, 
and sparked a sustainable market 
of fishing, farming, and hunting. 

By 1900, the city had grown 
tremendously and its citizens 
forged one of the world’s first 
machinery and skilled trades. 
Detroit’s grit and brawn ignited 
what is the oldest city in the 
Midwest. 

The luncheon is $25 and will 
take place at the Bank of 
America Plaza, 2600 West Big 
Beaver in Troy. Pre-register a 
Conta.cc/2Zcr0zz/. 
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THE LEAVES ARE CHANGING 
AND SO ARE WE!

Stonecrest of Troy Senior Living 
will be rebranded as 

Anthology Senior Living 
on October 1st, 2019.

FOOD | RAFFLES | COCKTAILS | MUSIC

Join us for a RE-LAUNCH PARTY on 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1ST 4:30 - 6:30 pm.

3400 Livernois Road • Troy
248-528-8001 

Please RSVP by September 24th!

LONGTIME TROY FAMILY DAZE volunteers Jim Cyrulewski and Cele 
Dilley were among those who brought the festival back to life in 1981. 
Perhaps a member of the next generation of volunteers is Elizabeth 
Donnelly, 6, quite the little helper for her great grandma.

ENOYING THE RIDES at the 2019 Troy Family Daze Festival were 
Katie, 4, and bother Edward, 6. Their dad Doug Tietz was very busy 
as Chair of the Troy Community Foundation, which was the sponsor 
of this year’s festival.

Troy Family Daze enjoyed its 
50th year of family memories this 
September. The first Troy Daze 
parade was on Labor Day, 1968. It 
started at the Somerset 
Collection, went down Big Beaver 
and then north on Crooks. 

The event originated with the 
Troy Lions Club, who wanted an 
event for the folks who hadn’t 

headed up north for Labor Day. 
They quickly recruited other all-
volunteer clubs and over the 
years, Troy Family Daze has 
evolved into a weekend-long 
celebration featuring live 
entertainment, a naturalization 
ceremony, and more. 

To learn more, visit 
Troyfamilydaze.org/. 

Troy Family Daze Celebrates 50 Years
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Connect with dozens of organizations dedicated to helping seniors and their families, including: 
Assisted Living • Audiology • Veteran’s Benefits • Mobility Solutions  • Home Care 
Senior Travel • Financial Planning • Independent Living • Memory Care • Hospice 

Insurance • Medical Equipment • Medicare • Physical Therapy • & More!

by KARL SCHMIDT 
Hey, Troy School District 

friends! I am happy to report that 
the Troy School Board voted last 
night to purchase the shuttered 
ITT Institute building on Big 
Beaver for $4,000,000. This 38,000 
sf facility was renovated in 2011 
and is already built out for 
education. We are planning to 
make almost $2,000,000 in 
alterations to meet our needs as a 
district and then will transition all 
of our community education, 
adult education, and English 
Learner programs as well as our 
Troy College & Career High School 
from Niles Center and remote-
location rented space by August 
2020. At that point, Niles will be 
demolished. 

Niles Center is well beyond its 
intended life and has been failing 
for the last 10 years. When the 
latest estimates for immediate 
structural repairs there reached 
almost $2M without fixing many 
ongoing issues, we decided it was 
time for a new solution. We 
reviewed all of our other 
structures and were not able to 
find enough space to house these 
programs even if we separated 
them into different locations. 
Building a new structure of similar 
size on other TSD land would need 
to wait at least five years to secure 

funding and has been estimated at 
$15-$17MM. Purchasing and 
renovating ITT for $6MM gives us 
the ability to save taxpayers $9-
$11MM in construction cost and 
expand our community ed 
programs at least 5 years earlier. 
We were able to secure financing 
on the building with a 2.4% 
interest bond purchase 
(mortgage) over 15 years. The 
resulting $480,000 per year 
mortgage obligation is both less 
than the revenue we receive from 
community ed every year and 
cheaper than leasing similar 
space—making this purchase a 
self-sustaining investment. The 
annual mortgage will also be 
about the same annual cost or 
cheaper than keeping Niles Center 
limping along for the next five 
years. 

In a time of tight fiscal 
resources, this is an exciting win 
for the District. For our TCCHS 
kids, this space will represent a 
major upgrade in classroom 
quality. For our adult learners, the 
building’s location on Big Beaver 
will mean it is accessible for them 
via SMART bus lines. Finally, the 
building provides much needed 
additional meeting space for 
extracurricular programs across 
the entire District.

NEW: TSD President On Troy School 
Board Purchase of ITT Building

2019 Troy High School Homecoming Court 
THE RAIN DIDN’T DAMPEN THE SPIRITS of Troy High School’s 2019 Homecoming Court. And the 
Homecoming Parade, led by the Colts Marching Band, made it into the stadium before everyone got 
soaked. Crowning this year’s royalty at Troy High School’s homecoming were (left to right) Class of 2019 
king Jihoon Song, Class of 2020 homecoming king Senior Bright Xu, Class of 2020 homecoming queen 
Senior Isabelle Merem, and Class of 2019 queen Mila Palincas. Photo by Christopher Dannug.

“If you want your child to get the best education  
possible, it is actually more important to get them 

assigned to a great teacher than to a great school.” 
— Bill Gates



by JUSTIN COOPER 
The Troy-Somerset Gazette 

was a day away from taking 
another week’s paper to press on 
Thursday, August 14, 2003 — the 
day 55 million people across the 
northeastern United States lost 
power in what was then the 
second biggest blackout in 
history. 

Shortly after 4 p.m. EST, a 
series of malfunctions at electrical 
facilities in Ohio triggered the 
outage, which swept across eight 
states and part of the Canadian 
province of Ontario. In Michigan, 
2.3 million energy consumers lost 
power. 

Since the mid-80s, the Gazette 
had been Troy’s newspaper of 
legal record, meaning each week 
the city paid the paper to publish 
notices of rezonings, public 
hearings, special meetings of 
boards and committees, and other 
government information. Keeping 
the contract with the city required 
the Gazette to publish all 52 weeks 
of the year, and missing a week of 
publication meant that the notices 
would likely be published by a 
competitor, the Troy Times. 

When the power didn’t come 
back that Thursday, the Gazette 
staff went home and discussed 
what they should do. They had no 
way of knowing how long the 
power was going to be out and 
time was running short. 

Patti Sweitzer, who spent 18 
years as the Gazette’s graphic 
designer beginning in 1998, 
remembers discussing over the 
phone that night whether to take 
the paper’s equipment 
somewhere further north that had 
power. One possibility was to take 
the paper’s computers and the 

server – which stored all 
advertisement material – to the 
home of her husband’s uncle in 
Lapeer, which was still close 
enough to the printing press in 
Sarnia, Canada that the paper 
could be driven there Friday. 

Fortunately, it didn’t prove 
necessary for them to pack up the 
office. Like many homeowners 
and businesses that week, 

generators proved vital. The 
Gazette staff was able to share the 
use of a large generator from the 
company next door, Msen. In 
addition to being neighbors, Msen 
regularly advertised with the 
Gazette and was also their 
internet provider. 

After getting plugged in, 
Gazette staff was able to get to 
work on the paper. Editor Cynthia 
Kmett continued writing as 
advertisements were assembled 
in a last-minute layout. 

Founder and Publisher Claire 
Weber busied herself with 
periodically answering the 
landline phone, which still worked 

but didn’t ring, so she just picked 
up every once in a while to see if 
anyone was there. Since there was 
“no sense” in having the boss “sit 
around and be nervous” 
(according to witnesses familiar 
with the event) Claire was 
eventually sent to get a pizza from 
Hungry Howies, because the staff 
had heard that their ovens had 
power. 

To get the paper to press, it 
had to be uploaded to a server by 
1 p.m. on Friday since each of the 
printer’s customers had time 
reserved in the printing process. 
Missing your time could mean you 
didn’t get printed at all, an 
unprecedented occurance Gazette 
history. 

It may seem like a lot of work 
to do in short time, but upon 
reflection, it was just another 
week for the Gazette staff. 
“There’s always a crunch to get 
the paper finished at the end of 
the week," Sweitzer said. 

True to form, the paper was 
delivered to the printer on time, 
and the Gazette’s appearance at 
businesses across Troy that 
Monday was ensured. 

That night, Sweitzer 
remembers eating at a Royal Oak 
restaurant whose menu had been 
reduced in light of the outage. 

Kmett remembers what it was 
like to come home to a 
neighborhood of people standing 
stupefied in their yards. 

“It was pretty interesting, in 
that it was warm weather,” Kmett 
said. “It wasn’t winter where you 
couldn’t talk to your neighbors, so 
there were a lot of cookouts going 
on in my neighborhood.” 

By the end of that Saturday, 
most affected areas had been 
restored, but not all. 

Rolling blackouts persisted in 
parts of Ontario for over a week, 
and according to a U.S. 
government report following the 
blackout, it is estimated to have 
cost the United States between $4 
and $10 billion. 
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PLAY        TRAIN        ENTERTAIN

LESSONS - LEAGUES - PRIVATE EVENTS

Book online at www.xgolfshelby.com
or  www.xgolfrochesterhills.com

45599 Market St. • Shelby Townshipy p
586-991-6190

1134 S Rochester Rd. • Rochester Hills
248-759-4195

Uncle Luke’s Feed Store

6691 Livernois • Troy • 248-879-9147
(1/4 Mile S. of South Blvd)

Garden Seeds • Potting & Top Soil •  Mulch • Straw
Organic Soil Amendments & Fertilizers 

Natural Pest & Disease Products
Wide Variety of  Top Quality Dog & Cat Food

Wild Bird Products • Chicken & Livestock Supplies 
Like Us On Facebook For Other Deals & Promotions

Stop  In for Local Produce
Our Fresh Picked Sweet Corn is Here!

Mon-Fri 9am-6:30pm • Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 9am-5pm

Need to Feed Your Garden or Lawn? 
Check Out Our Line of  Fertrell Fertilizers

Farm Fresh Eggs

How the Gazette Handled the Blackout of 2003 “The grid, especially in those days, was opaque even 
to its operators, and problems became apparent with 
far too little warning for anything to be done about it.” 

— New York Times on the 2003 Blackout



FOR SALE 
Pro-Form Crosswalk 397 Treadmill 
$225.00. Call 248-689-3446 

1/1 

PUBLISHER 

WRITE, PUBLISH, SELL YOUR BOOK 
Guide. Send $10. 3-Q Publications. 
P.O. Box 38457 
Detroit, MI 48238 

1/1 

HELP WANTED 

Friends Who Care Inc. is seeking 
experienced Home Care Nurses RN/LPN 
and Personal Care Aides to join our team. 
Enjoy flexible schedules. Working 1 on 1 
with patients in their homes. 
Detroit Tri-County Area. Insurance available 
(248) 542-2424 

1/1 
Royal Oak medical office is looking for a 
Medical Assistant or Receptionist. 
Experience preferred. Please fax your 
resume to 248-268-3661. 

1/1 

 

SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

6/9 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

1/1 

ADOPT A PET 
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful dogs 
and cats waiting for someone to come 
rescue them! All of their dogs are current on 
age appropriate shots, microchip, and 
heartworm tested, all of their cats are up to 
date as well! If interested, please contact the 
shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is located at 
1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, in Pontiac.  

Vinsetta  

ADOPT A PET 

Lola 

Derry 

Rocco

CLASSIFIEDS 
September 23,  2019

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 
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Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper 2 Papers 3 Papers

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢per
word50¢per

word25¢per
word
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Mark Nicholson 

Editor-in-Chief 
Andrew Neal 

City Editor 
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Editorial Contributors 

Suzanne Angeo 
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Advertising 
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AJ White 
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Alex Neal 
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GetYourGazette.com 

@TSGazette

@Troy_Gazette

Established in 1980 by  
Claire M. Weber

GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes 
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspa-
pers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past 
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. 
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 

To be an Exhibitor visit GazetteEvents.com or call 248-524-4868

Connect with dozens of organizations dedicated to 
helping seniors and their families, including: 

Assisted Living • Audiology • Veteran’s Benefits • Mobility Solutions 
Home Care • Senior Travel • Financial Planning • Hospice 

Independent Living • Memory Care • Insurance • Medicare 
Medical Equipment • Medicare • Physical Therapy • & More!

Detroit Senior Expo 
at the CHARLES H. WRIGHT MUSEUM

Tuesday, October 15th • 10am-2pm

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
Never known to fail. Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. 
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of heaven, blessed Mother 
of the Son of God. Immaculate Virgin assist me in my 
necessity. Oh star of the Sea, help me and show me here-
in, you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary. Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from 
the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity. 
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh show 
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived with-
out sin, pray for us who has resource to thee 3x. Holy 
Mother, I place this cause in your hands. 3x Holy Spirit, 
you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can 
attain my goal, You who gave me the divine gift to for-
give and forget all evil against me, and that in all 
instances in my life you are with me. I want in this short 
prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never wanted to be separated from you in 
eternal glory. Thank you for your mercy toward me and 
mine. This person must say this prayer 3 consecutive 
days, after 3 days the results will be granted. This prayer 
must be published after the favor is granted.

C.A.P
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ON YOUR

PROUD PRINTER OF 
Troy-Somerset Gazette       

Rochester & Rochester Hills Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington Gazette          

www.huronweb.net 1.800.267.8553

If you've ever 
picked up a 
Gazette, we'd like 
to say thank you. 

Every week for 40 years, a 
new edition of the Troy-Somerset 
Gazette has hit newsstands 
around town featuring the latest 
business news, community 
events, local politics, arts and 
entertainment, and more. For over 
2,000 weeks straight, Gazette 
writers, editors, and designers 
have endured the Friday night 
crunch to send the paper to press 
on time, while still delivering the 
most up-to-date and accurate 
news to the city of Troy. 

While putting this special 40th-
anniversary edition together, I 
stumbled upon a note from the 
Gazette's founder Claire Weber, 
celebrating the paper's first year 
in business. Here's what she wrote 
in September, 1981: 

"Initially, Troy looked like a 
dynamic business community. We 
haven't been disappointed on that 
count. But it's the energy and 
enthusiasm of the people we've met 
in the last year that make this city. We 
couldn't have made it without your 
help and calls and suggestions. Keep 
them coming.” 

“The people are the spirit of this 
community, and if you look around, 
you realize there will soon be many 
more of us. In Troy, there is a major 
construction site on almost every 
corner. We're proud of Troy. We feel 
very fortunate to have the opportunity 
to grow with this community." 

Trailblazers started this paper 
and kept publishing week after 
week, year after year, decade after 
decade, the news of the town. It's 
local papers like the Gazette that 
made me want to be a reporter. It's 
people like Claire Weber, Cindy 
Kmett, Pam Brown, AJ White, and 
the dozens of support staff around 
them throughout the years that 
we have to thank for reaching this 
milestone. 

While the publisher's baton 
was passed years ago from Claire 
Weber to Mark Nicholson, we're 
still here. Still publishing a free 
and independent newspaper, 
beholden to no corporate entity – 
the fourth estate is alive and well 
in Troy. We intend to keep it that 
way. 

Thank you to every writer 
whose words have been inked on 
these pages far too many to name 
in entirety. Special thanks to 
intern Justin Cooper for his 
research and writing in this issue. 

Thank you for reading, thank 
you for supporting the businesses 
that advertise with us, and thank 
you to our advertisers and pick-up 
locations. 

Support local journalism.

To the City of Troy: Thank You

Troy-Somerset Gazette Founder Claire Weber and City Editor Cynthia 
Kmett in 2010.

 EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
 
 
by 
ANDREW NEAL


