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U.S. House
Rep. Stevens
Visits Troops
in Afghanistan

Planners Approve
Hyatt Place

that people love corned beef. Now
over 30 years later, they have 11
businesses and earn $75 million in
annual sales. And while corned
beef is still very popular, many
health conscious diners want
turkey. He observed that in
business, you don’t want a job,
you want a career.
Saginaw told the story of
President Obama’s visit to
Zingerman’s. They’d get a call
from the White House that
government officials would be by,
but never the President. It was

by CYNTHIA KMETT
Dennis Bostick, owner of Troy
Sports Complex, approached the
Troy Planning Commission with a
plan to build apartments on the
acreage next to the entrance to
Kroger, but questions about traffic
made commissioners put that
idea on hold.
Bostick, a longtime Troy
resident, says he still likes Troy
and wants to build here. While
traffic is still a bit of a question on
the new site, when it came up, he
had a simple answer. He’ll just
add another level to the proposed
parking deck if Troy’s consultant
OHM proves correct about the
need for more parking spaces.
The place being eyed for
development is the site of
Huntington Bank on Big Beaver.
Bostick wants a hotel, parking
deck, and restaurant on part of
that site and the bank building
stays. Before he made any plans,
he went to hotel consultant and
operator Ron Wilson of Hotel
Investment Services, to see if this
was a good idea.
A little over a year ago Wilson
was at the Planning Commission
to discuss how many hotels he
thought Troy could support. He
said three or four more.
On this evening Wilson noted
that many of Troy’s hotels are

See CHAMBER, page 3

See PLANNING, page 4

Talks veterans’ issues and
regional infrastructure in
Gazette interview
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Chamber Holiday Luncheon a Homemade Troy Tradition
It was a full house last
Thursday at the San Marino Club
as the Troy Chamber hosted its
annual Holiday Luncheon. Guests
were delighted that the Chamber
had decided it was time for the
return of the “Homemade for the
Holidays” theme, with a new panel
of CEOs from Michigan brands.
This year’s event was
moderated by Fox 2 News Anchor
Roop Raj, who started his TV
career at WTRY right here Troy at
the age of 14. The 2019 panel for
the Holiday Luncheon featured
John Braganini, President of St.

Julian Winery, Paul Saginaw,
CoFounding Partner & Chief
Spiritual Officer of Zingerman’s;
and Joe Renkiewicz, General
Manager & Future Owner of Henry
The Hatter.
Raj asked the panel how they
got into business. Well, it seems
that Renkiewicj had been selling
hats and stocking shelves for 30
years. There was one thing he
wishes he’d known before he took
over: What’s the job in the back of
the house?
For Saginaw, it was 1982 when
he and his cofounder discovered

You’re Invited

Brides Come to Win a

$1000 Visa Gift card!

FREE ADMISSION
With this Ticket
$10 at the Door

BRIDAL SHOW at Great Oaks Country Club
SUN

See REP. STEVENS, page 2

THE KEY CLUBS at Athens High and the International Academy East hosted a drive for the local Salvation
Army by collecting hats, gloves, scarfs, and socks. To thank those who ran the drive, their sponsor, the
Troy Kiwanis Club, invited their officers to lunch last Tuesday. Pictured behind the Kiwanis Banner are
Kiwanians (left to right) Doug Tietz, District Judge Kirsten Hartig, Vicki Cerven-Astell, with Athens
Principal Lara Dixon, and Troy Superintendent of Schools Dr. Rich Machesky, who is also a Troy Kiwanian.
These students (front left to right) Aabibsa Thapa, Polinna Maknev, Medha Tripathi, and Nadia Imam
were among the first to join the Athens High Key Club and supported the drive for the second year.

ADMIT ONE

by ANDREW NEAL
Democratic Congresswoman
Haley Stevens (MI-11) paid a visit
to service members in Kuwait and
Afghanistan over Thanksgiving
weekend to serve the troops
dinner, talk with them about their
experience overseas, and learn
more about veterans issues from
the source.
"Many veterans have returned
as contractors, working with one
of the many companies that the
State Department or Department
of Defense utilizes in the ongoing
war on terror," Rep. Stevens told
the Gazette. "It was very eyeopening to learn about some of
the challenges that our veterans
have while overseas in terms of
accessing their resources."
Also on the delegation trip was
Chairman of the Veterans Affairs
Committee Senator James Inhofe
(R-OK) who said that some of the
issues facing the VA could be
streamlined through awareness
and improved services.
Stevens noted that, especially
in Afghanistan, troops are dealing
with poor air quality conditions.
Due to the country's poor energy
infrastructure, when it gets cold at
night, "they are burning anything
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Congresswoman Stevens Encourages
Innovation on Transportation Solutions

“The universe is not required to be
in perfect harmony with human ambition”
Carl Sagan

NOW
HIRING!

Buy a $25
gift card,
get a $5 gift card

FREE

May not be redeemed
on same day

REP. STEVENS, From page 1

Gracious Hospitality and Authentic Thai Cuisine

that they can for heat, and those
particles get in the air, people
breathe them in, and it definitely
causes some issues," she said.
A renewed conversation in
Oakland County on regional
transit has piqued Stevens'
interest, as she advocates for
more transportation alternatives
to personal cars.
"We should be able to
continue to innovate. And that
means looking at smart public
transportation solutions that
increase
productivity,
allow
people to reclaim some time
they're losing because they're
behind the wheel of a car."
Stevens acknowledged the
difficulties
of
a
modern

infrastructure overhaul in a "built
environment," but frames its
importance as a matter of regional
competitiveness, also noting the
profound impact that autonomous
and electric vehicle technology
could have on Oakland County.
"This is also tied in to some of
our tremendous strengths as a
regional economy, and that's
particularly our ability to innovate
and proliferate new technologies
to meet transportation concerns.
We've done that with automotive.
We're going to continue to do that,
and some of these new
technologies coming out of
automotive are absolutely going
to lead to public transportation
solutions."

FOR DELIVERY ORDER ON-LINE @ WWW.SYTHAITROY.COM VIA GRUBHUB & DOORDASH.
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CONGRESSWOMAN HALEY STEVENS (MI-11) speaking with troops
stationed in Afghanistan on Thanksgiving.
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The City of Troy’s Parks and
Recreation Departments are
seeking public input regarding the
City of Troy 2020-2024 Parks &
Recreation Master Plan.
The draft plan is available at
Rec.troymi.gov/parks/.
Comments can be sent to
or
Ashely.Levin@troymi.gov
Planning
the
to
delivered
Department at 500 W. Big Beaver.
The review period will run
from now through January 10,
2020. A formal public hearing for
adoption of the Plan will be held
on January 27, 2020, during the
regularly scheduled City Council
meeting.
If you would like a hard copy
of the plan, it is available for
review at City Hall (Planning
Department: 500 W. Big Beaver),
the Community Center (3179
Livernois), Library (510 W. Big
Beaver), and Department of Public
Works (4693 Rochester Rd.).
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Michigan Business Leaders Discuss Their
Roots of Success at Chamber Luncheon
CHAMBER, From page 1

just a few minutes before the
President’s arrival that they
learned he would be among them.
Raj then asked the panel what
lead them to success.
For Braganini, at St. Julian’s
winery, it’s not just great wine and
food; more important is how your
business is perceived. “How much
good do you do in your
community?”
“You want your business to be
a great experience for the
customer,” he added.
Renkiewicz concurs, noting,
“We don’t want you walking out of
here looking like a clown.” If
they’re trying on the wrong hat,
the customer gets a card with its
number and time to think about
that hat purchase. If they come

back, and they usually do, they
can get some expert guidance on
what really works for them.”
Over 400,000 visitors have
come through St. Julian Winery’s
Tasting Room. That has to be an
experience or they’re not
returning, Braganini adds.
But times do change, warned
Renkiewicz. Henry the Hatter had
been using the same advertising
agency for 30 years when he
noticed all the ads were targeting
men over 40. He turned to
students at Lawrence Tech to see
what would attract the younger
generation to buy a hat.
All the panelists agreed that
you need a very clear vision of
what you do and then later you
can find the strategy to
accomplish your goals.

GREETING GUESTS OVER THE COCKTAIL HOUR were members of
the Troy Women’s Association Diane Claeys and Ann Marie Comiskey.
Funds raised at this event are for a scholarship project where the Troy
Women’s Association provides scholarships to local Troy graduating
seniors and women returning to school/college. The scholarships
focus on community service and financial need. Learn more at
Troywomensassociation.org/.

BIG CHRISTMAS SALE

AT THE PIANO PLACE!

We have an excellent variety of
NEW and PRE-OWNED top-name
quality pianos at reasonable prices.

A PANEL OF BUSINESS OWNERS were the guests at last week’s Troy Chamber of Commerce “Homemade
for the Holidays” luncheon. Chamber President and CEO Tara Tomcsik-Husak welcomed moderator Roop
Raj, Channel 2 Anchor (right, next to Tomcsik-Husak) and businessmen Paul Saginaw, CoFounding Partner
& Chief Spiritual Officer of Zingerman’s; Joe Renkiewicz, General Manager & Future Owner of Henry The
Hatter; and John Braganini, President of St. Julian Winery.

The Choice Group Family of
Companies would like to thank our
fellow neighbors, institutions, and
public servants of Troy, for making
our city one of a kind.
During this season of giving, we
remember the greatest gift received:
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness in the Land of Opportunity,
the United States of America.
May Providence protect and bless
our city and Nation and instill
Peace on Earth.

Wishing You the Best
Holiday Season Ever!
Kamal, Yasmine,
Rob, and Omar Shouhayib

Bring in this ad and receive a

500 DISCOUNT on a New Piano or a
200 DISCOUNT on a Pre-Owned Piano.

$
$

With Coupon • Exp. 12/31/19

1307 E. Maple (Suite A) Troy (Just West of Stephenson Highway)
248-619-9027 www.ThePianoPlace.com

2265 Livernois Suite 500, Troy • (248) 362-4150 • ChoiceProperties.com
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Planners Approve Addition to Bethesda Romanian Pentecostal Church
PLANNING, From page 1

almost
to
capacity
every
weeknight. He also noted five new
hotels have been approved and
only two have pulled permits, but
they’re more basic, with only
breakfast and a workout room.
Wilson told the planners that if
they could attract a Hyatt Place,
that’s what they should want in
their city.
And that is exactly what
Dennis Bostick is proposing, a
Hyatt Place Hotel and a popular
Dearborn eatery, Ford’s Garage,

known for its prime burgers and
craft beer.
And who will operate this
hotel? It’s none other than the
aforementioned Troy resident Ron
Wilson, and his Hotel Investment
Services, which is headquartered
at the corner of Livernois and Big
Beaver.
“Troy is still a vibrant
community,” Wilson told the
planners, and he promised to be
in the building a lot. He does
however run The Inn at St. John’s
and many other hotels across the

NEWEST
SALON
IN TROY

country. Can he make it a 4diamond hotel? Wilson noted that
he certainly plans to try.
But first they have to work out
the parking details before
breaking ground.
The
site
plan
was
unanimously approved.

Bethesda Church
Addition Approved

In other business, the fifth
time was the charm for the
Bethesda Romanian Pentecostal

Church’s addition and special use
for their church on Long Lake,
east of John R and south of
Tucker. The church had been
trying to win such approval for
well over a year.
Tucker residents once again
took to the microphone during a
public hearing to say the church
has been a bad neighbor for the
last 19 years, and some indicated
if the church needed more room
they should move the addition to
the other side of the building.
Although that could also pose

20%

Off all hair
services

issues, because that side is
wetlands, and the parking would
move to the Tucker side and
certainly cause more noise and
more headlight complaints. The
residents also didn’t like the size,
the
architecture,
available
parking, and unkept landscaping.
The church admitted that there
was often had trash behind the
building.
One resident doubted if they
have ever used the classrooms
they have because she never sees
any lights on in them. They also
claimed that the members parked
in the fire lanes and on the grass,
though they have never been
ticketed for such an offense.
This time the proposal from
Bethesda made some major
concessions to the Tucker
residents. The building height was
lowered, the set back from Tucker
was increased, and the number of
classrooms was reduced from 13
to eight. Square footage was
reduced and the gym with
bleacher seating was eliminated.
There was an extensive landscape
plan that included an irrigation
system to be installed on a fivefoot berm facing Tucker.
This building does not need
any variances from the Zoning
Board of Appeals and meets all
Troy’s ordinances
At the meeting, members of
Bethesda Romanian Pentecostal
Church showed up to protect
some of those claims. Troy Police
come through the parking lot
regularly and they have never
been issued a ticket for illegal
parking. The church says it has a
team that guides people to empty
parking space when they arrive.
While Easter and Christmas
services are crowded, they say
regular services are not. The choir
and young people groups have to
share the little open space they
have now, the pastor pointed out,
and those “empty” classrooms
have 25 to 30 kids in them every
Sunday. There are also three
rooms used for babysitting during
services.
Members repeatedly said
they only want a wholesome place
for their children to gather, and
that 10,000 people of Romanian
ancestry live in Troy and this is
their only Romanian Church.
Planning
Commission
members seemed quite pleased
with these new changes. As
Commissioner Karen Crusse
pointed out, just as they have to
protect neighborhoods, they also
have to protect the rights of the
church, which are allowed in
single family zoning by state law.
The plan passed 8-0, with Ollie
Apahidean sitting this one out
since he lives on Tucker.
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Counterfeit Shopper, Unfazed by Taser, Takes Off Running
POLICE
PATROL
by
CYNTHIA KMETT

! HERE’S A
LANDLORD YOU
DON’T NEED –
This victim was moving out of his
rented home and was doing a final
walk-through with the owners
when their discussion became
heated. One of the owners, a 73year-old woman from Clarkston,
began poking him in the chest.
The renter asked her to stop,
which she did, but she instead
punched him in the face with the
closed fist with her left hand. The
conversation moved outside and
the victim’s father tried to calmly
talk to the homeowners. The
female homeowner then pushed
past her husband and bit the
father on his right forearm. Both
victims are interested in seeking
criminal charges against the
female subject for Assault and
Battery.
.! MEET THIS PAIR.– It was
10:40 on Wednesday morning
when officers initiated a traffic
stop on the driver of a tan
Hyundai Elantra for a traffic
violation
on
northbound
Rochester at Henrietta Drive. The
officers spoke with the driver, a
23-year-old man, who admitted
that he did not have a valid
driver’s license. It was determined
that his State of Michigan
Operator’s
License
was

‘Suspended’ three times by the
Michigan Secretary of State. He
was arrested and while searching
him, the officers located $2,917 in
his pockets. The officers spoke
with the female passenger, 20years-old, and she was asked to
step from the vehicle and she
complied. The officers noted
seeing approximately $2,000
sticking out from under the seat
that she stated was hers. The
passenger added that she saves
her money and does not put it into
banks. The vehicle was searched
and found underneath her seat
was a bag of suspected marijuana.
She was issued a Misdemeanor
Citation for Possession of
Marijuana by a Person Under the
Age of 21 and released from the
scene. The driver was transported
to the Lock-up Facility and after he
exited the patrol vehicle, a bag of
46 white pills were found where
his feet had been. The pills were
determined to be Schedule two
Acetaminophen and Oxycodone
Hydrochloride. He was charged
with Driving While License
Suspended, No Vehicle Insurance,
and Illegal Possession a Synthetic
Narcotics.
! PASSING COUNTERFEIT
MONEY
–
Officers
were
responding to a local business on
a report of an unknown subject
who had stolen merchandise from
the store. The officers were
provided a description of the
suspect who was spotted on an
escalator in Somerset Collection –
South. The suspect began running
and was observed in the parking
structure outside the Collection.
Another officer then spotted him
standing near the bus stop. As the
officer began to approach him, he

took off running back into the
Somerset Collection – South. That
officer drove around to the North
Side Entrance / Exit Doors and
encountered the suspect again. He
then turned around and ran back,
approaching another officer. As he
approached that officer he was
ordered to stop and he refused. A
taser was deployed at the suspect
with no effect. He exited the
Somerset Collection – South and
ran through the parking structure,
dropping the shopping bags he
was carrying. He ran across
Golfview Drive and through the
apartment complex, eventually
attempting to hide under an
apartment deck. He was ordered
to come out from under the deck

but refused. He was physically
dragged from under the deck and
placed into handcuffs. One officer
was injured during the incident.
While under the deck, he was
discarding items from his pockets
which were found to be three
counterfeit
$100
bills,
all
containing the same serial
number. The shopping bags
(Forever 21 and Godiva) that the
suspect discarded were retrieved
by the Somerset Collection
Security Officers and were found
to contain small purchases made
with a $100 bill. Those businesses
were contacted and it was
discovered that the purchases
were completed by the suspect
using a counterfeit $100 with the

same serial numbers. The suspect,
a 30-year-old man, was arrested
and charged with Retail Fraud –
1st Degree, Three Counts of
Uttering
and
Publishing
Counterfeit Bills, and Assaulting /
Resisting/ Obstructing a Police
Officer.
Note: If you have any
information
on
the
aforementioned crimes, or any
other offenses, please call the
Troy Police Department at 248524-3477.
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GIFT CARDS ARE A
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Make Your Holidays More Festive!
Let Picano's Bring the Party to You!
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Our Catering Service Includes:
Delivery and Pickup • Full Service Packages with Heating Elements
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JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEAR'S EVE!
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Troy School

5164 Rochester Rd Troy, MI 48085 | (248) 250-9836
Program Director: Ms. Krista
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Happy Holidays! —From The Picano Family
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redbox

NOW IN
THEATERS

JUMANJI: THE NEXT
LEVEL
PG-13, Fantasy/Action

MICHELLE WOLF:
JOKE SHOW

Netflix Comedy Special

BLACKFISH

READY OR NOT

PG-13, Documentary

DETROIT’S GOLDEN TICKET

R, Horror/Suspense

Music

Hanson Tuesday, December 17,
6 p.m. Royal Oak Music Theatre

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE • BroadwayInDetroit.com
BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com, 800-982-2787 & box office
Info: 313.872.1000, Groups (12+) groups @ BroadwayInDetroit.com (Subject: Charlie)
oc Feb. 23

Kim Liggett

Around Town

Save the date

The Doozers Saturday, January
18, 7 p.m. The Loving Touch,
Ferndale

Quizzo Thursdays, 8 p.m.
Norm’s Field of Dreams, Troy

Whitney Saturday, February 15,
7 p.m. Majestic Theatre, Detroit

Jingle Bell Jazz Thursday,
December 19, 6 p.m. Royal Oak
Farmers Market

Books & Brews Monday,
December 16, 6 p.m. Eats and
Crafts, Troy

Local Natives Tuesday, June 9,
5:30 p.m. Little Caesars Arena,
Detroit

Refined Sounds Saturday,
December 21, 5 p.m. St. Julian
Winery, Troy

Art Studio Tuesday, December
17, 6 p.m. Troy Public Library

Hellogoodbye Wednesday,
December 18, 6 p.m. El Club,
Detroit

Michigan Left Saturday,
December 21, 8 p.m. The Loving
Touch, Ferndale

FEB 18 – MAR 1

THE GRACE YEAR

Jeff Pianki

Santa Visits Somerset Now
thru December 24, Somerset
Collection, Troy

Mannheim Steamroller
Christmas Saturday, December
21, 8 p.m. Fox Theatre, Detroit

ON SALE NOW

MOVE YOU

On Stage
A Christmas Carol Tuesday,
December 17, 8 p.m. Meadow
Brook Theatre, Rochester
DSO presents Home Alone
Wednesday, December 18, 7:30
p.m. Detroit Symphony Orchestra
The Nutcracker Sunday,
December 22, 8 p.m. Fox Theatre,
Detroit

To submit an event, email News@gazettemediagroup.com. Submissions run in the
paper space permitting. To advertise an event, email
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.

ds...
Gazette Recommen
WATER

Sweet hydration, have you
experienced it today? Take
stock of your life choices and
ask yourself, “Am I drinking
enough water?” Here’s a gift
suggestion for the parched
people in your life: a water
filter and reusable bottle. It will
change their life, and it’s better
for the environment if you can
avoid using plastic water
bottles. The simple things in life
can make all the difference.
- Andrew Neal, Editor
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Community Foundation Donates $2,000 in Support of Memorial Project

Troy Community Foundation Board members passed along a check for the Troy Firefighters Memorial
Fund. Pictured above (left to right), Former Mayor Dane Slater, Foundation Direction Doug Tietz, M.G.
Shapiro-president of the TFFCF. Joe Lagarde-secretary of the TFFCF, District Judge Kirsten Nielson Hartig,
and Rob Gurney-member at large TFFCF. Anyone interested in supporting the memorial project, which
is planned for Firefighters Park on Square Lake Road, can send a check payable to the Troy Firefighters
Community Fund at Troy Fire Department, 500 West Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48084.

13 Troy Students Named Coca-Cola Scholars Semifinalists
Thirteen Troy School District
high school seniors at Troy High,
Athens High and International
Academy East are among only 51
semifinalists in the state of
Michigan for the 2020 class of the
CocaCola Scholars Program,
moving to the next round of the
selection process to become a
Coca-Cola Scholar and receive a
$20,000 scholarship.

These students are (alpha by
high school):
THS-- Divya
Aggarwal, Matthew Dong, Andy
Feng, Julia Genord, Amogh Gowda,
Gurish Sharma, Pratham Soni and
Jennifer Won; AHS-- Nadia Imam,
Nithya Jaisankar, and Madhav
Ramesh; and IAE-- Lauryn Collins
and Aishani Gargapati
In addition to receiving
college
scholarships,
those

IAE students Aishani Gargapati and Lauryn Collins. Photo courtesy of
Troy Schools
Coca-Cola bottlers across the students selected as Coca-Cola
country and The CocaCola Scholars will be welcomed into a
Company combined efforts with vibrant and growing family of
the Coca-Cola Scholars Program alumni that have become a
to make it the largest corporate- powerful force for positive change
sponsored, achievement-based in the world. Through networking,
scholarship program in the United collaborations, and friendships,
States. With the addition of the the group strives to make a
2020 class, the Coca-Cola Scholars greater impact together. Recent
Foundation will have provided events and initiatives include
Coca-Cola
Scholars
more than 6,300 Coke Scholars the
nationwide with over $72 million Leadership Summit, a postin scholarships over the course of hurricane clean-up in Houston,
and the fourth year of a coaching
32 years.

program that partners seasoned
alumni with first-year Scholars as
they transition to college.
Semifinalists are now asked to
complete Phase 2 applications,
which
include
essays,
recommendations,
and
transcripts.
Learn
more
at
Cocacolascholars.org.

BOOK BY

CHAZZ PALMINTERI

MUSIC BY

ALAN MENKEN

LYRICS BY

GLENN SLATER

ON
O
N SALE
SALE NOW
NOW

JAN 21 - FEB 2 • FISHER THEATRE
BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com, 800-982-2787 & box office 313-872-1000;
Groups (12+) Groups@BroadwayInDetroit.com (subject: A Bronx Tale) or 313-871-1132;
and oc Jan 26.
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Unveiling Father Christmas
By Daniel J. O’Brien
Sherlock Holmes opened his
gift, sniffed the package, and
smiled at Watson. ”My dear, dear
friend. The aroma of the finest
tobacco St. James’s has to offer.”
Then he looked down with a tinge
of sadness. “Watson, I’m afraid I
have not reciprocated in kind.”
“Nonsense, Holmes,” replied
Watson, resting a comforting hand
on his shoulder. “Your friendship
is a precious gift to me, though I
would find myself very much
gratified if I could steal a pinch of
this fine tobacco for my pipe.”
The two sat in a smoky cloud
next to the fireplace at 221B Baker
Street. Watson knew that Holmes
would likely decline his invitation.
Still, he held a sliver of hope.

“Holmes, it would be a great honor
to both Mary and me if you were
to join us at our home in Sutton
for Christmas dinner tomorrow.”
Holmes laughed, “Ahh, the
newlywed requests my presence
in his new marital dwelling. No no,
Watson. I must sadly decline.”
“But why, Holmes? You have
no cases pressing. You have no
family—other than your brother
Mycroft. Will you be dining with
him?”
”Mycroft?” Holmes waved his
hand in a gesture of dismissal.
”Mycroft will be dining with the
Queen at Buckingham Palace.”
”Then why not accept my
invitation?”
”Please take no offense at my
recalcitrance, Watson. My refusal

to accept is not a mark upon your
generosity.” Holmes, seeming for a
moment to put aside his
customary reluctance to elicit any
facts about his childhood (Watson
wondered if the sleuth had even
had a childhood), said, “Christmas
is tucked away in the May
morning of my life, before…”
Watson pressed after a long
silence. ”Before what?”
Holmes’ eyes were fixed upon
some distant landscape beyond
the window, a setting reserved for
footsteps walking backward
through time to haunted spaces
filled with ghosts holding more
questions than answers. When he
returned to the conversation, he
bluntly replied, “Before reason
entered my domain, and has been

Celebrating the Birth
of Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ

with me ever since. And that is the
end of this yuletide colloquy.”
Watson extended his invitation
once more should Holmes change
his mind. Then he said farewell to
his obstinate friend until after the
feast of the Epiphany.
Before Watson opened the
door, Holmes asked him to step
over to the window facing Baker
Street.
“Look down upon that figure
and tell me what you see,” said
Holmes, pointing across the street
and looking observingly at
Watson.
Watson looked keenly out the
window. ”What specifically are
you hoping I might see?”
When Holmes gazed out the
window, he found the cloaked
figure had vanished. “You must
have seen him when you arrived, ”
he said.
“Who?”
“Father Christmas.” Holmes
was irritated. “He’s been handing
wooden toys and trinkets to all
the children these past few days.”
“Ahh,” Watson replied. “The
children have taken to using the
name, Santa Claus, just like the
Americans.”
“Yes, wonderful,” said Holmes,
expressionless. “Did you happen
to look upon his face? Do you
know him?”
Watson removed his derby hat
and scratched his head. “Holmes,
I’ve seen no such figure anywhere
near Baker Street. Perhaps I may
have
seen
one
on
Northumberland. Or was it
Charing Cross? Collecting for
charity. Don’t tell me you have
something
against
Father
Christmas as well!”
“Watson,” replied a frustrated

A

Holmes, “I have no quarrel with
Father Christmas. However, I am
certain this particular man who is
playing the part of St. Nicholas or
Santa Claus has been spying on
me. He seems to sense when I am
approaching from a distance and
looks
to
confirm
my
whereabouts.”
“You’re joking, man!”
“I assure you, my trusted
friend, this is no joke.”
“You should heed your own
words, Holmes. You once told me
the more bizarre a thing is, the
less mysterious it proves to be.
Perhaps that’s what you shall
discover here.”
Watson made his way to the
door again. “Sherlock Holmes,” he
chuckled, “spooked by Father
Christmas. How uncharacteristic
of you. Reading too much Dickens
lately I presume. Speaking as your
doctor, a bit of Brandy will bring
you back to your senses.
Goodnight, Holmes.” And with
that, Watson left in a fit of laughter.
“We’ll call it The Case of the Nosy
Old Santa Claus.”
Not more than a few seconds
after the door had closed behind
Watson, Holmes saw Father
Christmas reappear in the exact
place he’d been standing since
dawn. The man turned around and
aimed his shadowy face at
Holmes. A stiff chill rose in the
great detective’s spine. The man
was obviously toying with him.
Then the figure turned back
around and reached into his large
woolen sack to hand out gifts to
the children passing by.
And then it hit Holmes like a
thunderclap. The shoulder-length
grey hair—Holmes had seen it
when a gust pulled off the man’s
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A Sherlock Holmes Story
hood—and his tall thick stature
had made his real identity
suddenly clear to Holmes.
Professor
Moriarty!
The
Napoleon of crime. Could it be
him? Ten years had passed since
their
fateful
encounter
at
Switzerland’s Reichenbach Falls.
Holmes had been certain the
villain had fallen off the edge of
the cliff and into the abyss
beneath the falls. It had been a
vicious struggle between the two
men, but Moriarty had fallen. That
was a fact.
Could he have survived?
Holmes had witnessed stranger
occurrences. If this were true, why
come crawling out of the crypts of
the dead and onto the streets of
London now?
Holmes smoked his pipe to
ashes, refilling it three times as he
walked briskly in deep thought,
circling the perimeter of the vast
grounds of Buckingham Palace.
When he reached the Royal Mews
he’d felt no closer to an answer.
Giving a parting glance at the
palace grounds, a pinch of
jealousy overtook him. “My
brother gets to dine with the
Queen too.”
“That’s it!” He realized he’d
been literally walking around the
answer for the past hour.
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
The Royal event, Victoria’s
celebration of 60 years as Britain’s
longest-reigning monarch, would
commence the following summer.
And there it is: if Moriarty could
not transcend his foiled attempts
at ruling England, what he really
wanted was the world, through
sinister means, then this revenant
would have his reckoning:
assassinate the queen at the
pinnacle moment of her reign.
Holmes knew Moriarty must
first get rid of him if there could be
any chance of bringing his plot to
fruition. The professor was
stalking Holmes in broad daylight
under the guise of someone
entirely antithetical to his own
nature, Father Christmas. One
couldn’t help appreciating the
irony of the disguise.
Returning home, Holmes
rested upon his chaise to think
upon his plan of action. Moriarty
could not be arrested on any
lawful grounds; his criminal plots
and actions were always kept far
away from his name ever being
linked to them.
The private detective was lost
in thought. It seemed minutes
melted into hours. He felt his eyes
grow heavy.
He was awakened by a knock
upon his door. It must be Mrs.
Hudson to wish him Happy
Christmas before traveling into
the Cotswolds for her family
holiday.

“Come in, come in, Mrs.
Hudson,” he said, sweeping a
finger over his eyes to clear the
sand which had poured into them
during his slumber.
The door opened slowly.
Holmes could not disguise his
astonishment when the looming
figure of Father Christmas walked
in. He felt paralyzed.
The figure slowly stepped
further into the room.
“Moriarty has me now. So this
is how it ends,” thought Holmes.
Then a voice spoke from the
face hidden in the red-cloaked
hood: “You think you know my
face. But it still eludes you. And
that is because your fear has
clouded your eyes.”

standing before him. “My work is
done, except this last item, which
is for you.” With that, the man
reached into his bag and handed
Homes a trinket wrapped in white
paper.
When it was unwrapped,
Holmes felt as if he were floating.
“My musical watch!” he said with a
boy’s wonder. “I had lost it at
Oxford so many years ago.” Tears
emerged. “This was given to my
father by Piquet himself—the
Swiss watchmaker who designed
it. I used to listen to the song it
played and watch the gears and
steel teeth turn inside. Through
the glass, see? My father gave it to
me as when I was ten. Before he
and my dear mother…it was a

quickly dismissed the idea as an
assault to his reason. One cannot
pluck out the intangible elements
of a dream and magically make
them real.
Then a strange sensation came
over him. He didn’t understand
why the thought could be so
pressing. A compulsion. It was
urging him to look into one of his
earliest case files—The Stephan
Case. It was kept in an old dusty
tin box, the contents within it
having not seen daylight in
decades.
Holmes opened the case and
began removing the contents. He
heard something solid clinking
against the bottom of the tin box.
__________________
Sherlock Holmes perused his
wardrobe for formal attire—a
‘male
peacock’
was
his
description of himself in tails. He
would have his driver stop at the
tobacco shop; old Pickwick lived
in the flat right above it and would
surely accommodate Holmes for
an off-hour purchase of Watson’s
favorite cavendish blend, even if
the intrusion happened to be on
Christmas day.

Before he left, he saw himself
in the looking glass. It was a new
face, one he had seen only in a
dream, before Mrs. Hudson had
plucked him out of it. He decided
it was a more-suitable profile for
him.
The hansom pulled away from
221 B Baker Street en route to the
tobacconist, then to the new
home of John and Mary Watson.
Holmes was wearing a smile he’d
often felt reserved only for
children in pursuit of wonder. It
had been so foreign, so distant
from any expression Holmes had
exhibited in his adult life, he
scanned the street in moderate
embarrassment for fear of
onlookers.
Snow began to fall, fading out
the dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral in
the distance. Holmes reached into
the pocket of his overcoat. He
gave the musical watch, buried in
an obscure tin box on his
bookcase for decades, a few turns.
As the tune chimed, he sang with a
child’s innocence, “Mary had a
little lamb, its fleece was white as
snow.”

The Art of Smiles
These were not the words of
Moriarty, nor what Holmes might
have expected to hear from him.
The voice seemed both distant
and overly familiar.
“Fear of what,” inquired
Holmes.
“Love.”
“Show me your face. Now, sir.”
Holmes felt his voice tremble and
fumble its way out of his mouth. “I
have no patience for games.”
When the man removed his
hood, Holmes wanted to deny
what he knew he was seeing. He
rubbed his eyes. He knew the face,
but it was distorted, for it was
glowing with serenity; removed
from it were the bleakness and
burdens
from
constantly
searching and ringing out all that
was ugly in the world.
The face Holmes was looking
upon, the one that had been
hiding under that cloak all this
time, was his own. He didn’t fail to
notice that the man’s body had
morphed into a frame identical to
his own. The grey hair lost its
Moriarty-like appearance, now
resembling Holmes’ light brown
mane.
“This sack upon my shoulders
is almost empty,” said his likeness

terrible accident. I never saw my
parents again. That was the day
after they presented me with this.
Which was…” Holmes was
shaking. “Christmas Day.”
_________________
“Mr. Holmes. Mr. Holmes!” The
faint utterance of a woman’s voice
grew louder. When Sherlock
Holmes opened his eyes, Mrs.
Hudson was hovering over him
with a distressed look. “Thank
goodness,” she said. “I thought
you had taken ill. You’ve been
asleep for heaven knows how
long.”
“What hour is it?” he asked.
“It’s past noon, Christmas
Day,” replied his housekeeper.
“You fell asleep sometime in the
early evening yesterday. I checked
on you periodically, but you never
stirred.”
“And the stranger who came to
my room?”
“Mr. Holmes, not a soul has
been here since Mr. Watson left
yesterday.”
After Mrs. Hudson left the
room, he looked about him for a
musical pocket-watch. But he

Daniel J. O'Brien DDS, PC

Family Dentistry Specializing In:
• Preventative and Restorative
Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Non-Surgical Treatment for TMJ
• Oral Surgery

•
•
•
•
•

Root Canals
Implants
Dentures
Oral Cancer Screenings
Digital X-rays

NOW A LATEX-FREE OFFICE • GREAT WITH KIDS!

Complementary Exam and X-rays
For any new patient that brings in a toy or
winter coat for a child in need.

3796 Rochester Rd. • Troy
www.theartofsmiles.net
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Stay Healthy for the Holidays with a Flu Shot
In
recognizing
National
Influenza
Vaccination
Week,
Oakland County Health Division is
encouraging residents to get
vaccinated against influenza. The
flu vaccine protects against as
many as four flu viruses which are
most likely to occur this season.
“Protect yourself and loved
ones this holiday season by
getting your annual flu shot,” said
Kathy Forzley, director of Oakland
County Health and Human

New Star Laser Offers Cosmetic and Medical Laser Treatments

Services. “Vaccination can reduce
your risk of getting the flu and
help protect the health of your
family and friends.”
The
Health
Division
recommends everyone over the
age of 6 months receive an
influenza vaccination and take
preventative actions against flu,
such as washing their hands often.
Flu shots are available for $24
at both Health Division offices in
Pontiac and Southfield.

Photo courtesy of Cindy Stewart, City of Troy

Start Living Again...
Let Us Help You.
Jeffrey S. Haddad D.D.S.

p: (248) 480-0085
f: (248) 480-0084
www.michigantmjandsleep.com

Star Laser, a leading Medspa
and Wellness Center, opened its
doors in Troy at 1787 W. Big
Beaver Road, Suite 250. Star Laser
focuses on a person’s outer
beauty with the latest in nonsurgical cosmetic and medical
laser treatments.
With more than 24 years of
experience,
Dr.
Lakshmi
Palakurthi is a physician who
understands the need for nonsurgical aesthetic and medical

treatment options. Dr. Palakurthi‘s
mission is to make people smile,
help them gain better selfconfidence,
and
provide
individualized treatments.
At Star Laser, Dr. Palakurthi
offers a wide range of treatments
including platelet-rich plasma
(PRP) therapy, laser rejuvenation,
microneedling, HydraFacial, OShot, and much more for aging
skin problems. PRP treatments
such
as
the
O-Shot
or

microneedling helps stimulate
healing and cell growth to
improve intimacy or boost your
skin’s look. They have solutions
for your face and body, wellness,
and weight loss concerns.
Dr. Palakurthi earned her
medical degree at Siddhartha
Medical
College,
Nagarjuna
University of Health Sciences in
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh,
India.
She
completed
her
residency
at
Wayne
State
University School of Medicine. Dr.
Palakurthi is board-certified by
the American Board of Internal
Medicine and loves helping her
patients find natural, non-surgical
ways to look and feel their very
best. She speaks three languages English, Hindi, and Telugu. She
personally
performs
every
treatment at Star Laser, and
always strives to deliver the best
in patient care.
For
more
information,
contact Star Laser at 248-6492626.

Michiganders Among
the Worst Sleepers

Not every American may be
getting their rightful share of
restful sleep. In a new study, the
team at The Sleep Judge analyzed
the CDC’s Behavioral Risk Factor
Surveillance System to uncover
the states that suffer the most
from poor sleep.
Michigan ranks 6th for
inadequate rest, defined as 6 or
fewer hours of sleep nightly.
Specifically, 39% of Michigan
residents report inadequate sleep
regularly.
See the full study at
Thesleepjudge.com/sleepacross-america/.
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HELP WANTED

ADOPT A PET

WINDOW CLEANING
LEAVES IN GUTTERS
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
TOM MICOLI - 313-656-9402

Drapery Manufacturing workroom has
immediate full time and part time openings.
Must have sewing machine experience.
Call 248-307-1090.

Chief

2/6

FOR SALE
Womens business pant suits - size 12. Mens
suits & sports coats - size 42 long. Mens
shoes - size 10 narrow. All gently used. 248770-8603
1/1

GUITAR
LESSONS

Publisher

Mark Nicholson
Editor-in-Chief

Andrew Neal
City Editor

Cynthia Kmett

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio
experience (references available). Great
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all
skill level and musical interests. Lessons
taught at office studio in Troy.
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off
your first lesson!
1/1

HELP WANTED

Editorial Contributors

Suzanne Angeo
Greg Angeo
Amy Fortune
Advertising

Live-in weekend house keeper needed. Call
248-475-0976 or 248-464-1950.

3/4

BLOOD
DONATION
OPPORTUNITIES
The American Red Cross encourages
people to donate blood in order to meet
supply needs in the Oakland and Macomb
area. Donating blood is a simple way to
make a lifesaving impact in your
community. The American Red Cross
regularly hosts blood drives.
To view the latest blood drives in your
area, or to make an appointment to
donate, visit RedCrossBlood.org or call
1-800-733-2767.

Bombi

ADOPT A PET
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet
Adoption Center have some wonderful dogs
and cats waiting for someone to come
rescue them! All of their dogs are current on
age appropriate shots, microchip, and
heartworm tested, all of their cats are up to
date as well! If interested, please contact the
shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is located at
1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, in Pontiac.

1/1

Honey

Storm

ON SALE NOW

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
MAY THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS be
adored, glorified, loved and preserved
throughout the world now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St.
Jude, helper of the hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer 9 times a day for 9 days.
By the 8th day, your prayer will be
answered. Say it for 9 days.it has never
been known to fail. Publication must be
promised. Thank you, St. Jude for
R.H.
prayers answered.

Pam Brown
Production

AJ White
Circulation

Melissa Leung
Alex Neal

FEBRUARY 4  9, 2020
DETROIT OPERA HOUSE
BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com, 800-982-2787 & box office 313-872-1000; Groups
(12+) Groups@BroadwayInDetroit.com (subject: Jesus Christ Superstar) or 313-871-1132;
and oc Feb 7.
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Place Your Classified Here

Two Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in both Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach readers
in Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, and surrounding communities.
Novenas Available
for $17 per week

1 Paper

2 Papers

GetYourGazette.com

15 Words

$12

$20

@TSGazette

Each Additional
Word

25¢ per
word

50¢ per
word

@Troy_Gazette
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15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word
Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00
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Oakland Works! Honors County
Workforce Leaders
Oakland County Michigan
Works! recognized a local
manufacturer, state legislator and
local non-profit agency for their
efforts in supporting the growth of
the county’s workforce in 2019.
The honorees are Barron
Industries of Oxford, State Sen.
Rosemary Bayer of Beverly Hills,
and Goodwill Industries of Greater
Detroit. The presentation took
place December 5 at a meeting of
the Oakland County Workforce
Development Board.
“It has been a very busy and
exciting year for Oakland County
Michigan Works! and this year’s
honorees each played key roles in
the agency’s success,” Oakland
County Executive David Coulter
said. “This recognition is well
deserved. We appreciate the
commitment the honorees have
made to workforce development
and look forward to working with
them for years to come.”
Barron Industries of Oxford,
a manufacturer of engineered
metal
components
for
applications across the globe, was
selected as Business of the Year.
The company engaged Oakland
County Michigan Works! in 2018 to
help it fill critical skilled trades
openings. Barron launched an onthe-job training program with
OCMW help and financial support
from the state’s Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act
program. To date, Barron has
hired and trained 14 people for a
variety of positions, including
casting
technicians,
mold
technicians, finishing specialists
and other roles.
“Working closely with us,
Barron was able to meet and
exceed its contract demands and
has now acquired a new 10,000
square-foot manufacturing plant
to increase production capacity
for precision machined castings
and assemblies,” said Jennifer
Llewellyn, director of Oakland
County Michigan Works! and
manager
of
workforce
development for the county. “The
company plans on growing its
workforce by more than 30
percent in the future.”
Bayer, who represents the
12th House District, was selected
as Legislator of the Year for her
continued
support
and
engagement with the Oakland
County Michigan Works! team,
Llewellyn said. This included
visiting agency offices to learn
about their programs and services
and engage with staff members
and job seekers. She also has
included
Oakland
County
Michigan Works! in town hall
events. Bayer has supported
many state-funded workforce

development initiatives, including
the Going PRO Talent Fund.
“I’m honored and simply
thrilled to receive this award from
Oakland County Michigan Works!”
Bayer said. “I’m immensely
impressed with all that this
organization does for our
residents and businesses. It’s been
a pleasure and privilege to work
with them and support workforce
development in Oakland County.”
Goodwill
Industries
of
Greater Detroit was selected as
Partner of the Year for its
leadership and the effective
transition of the Michigan Works!
office in Pontiac, as well as
consolidation of the Novi and
Highland offices.
“Goodwill industries is an
example of how government and
non-profits
can
work
collaboratively
to
leverage
resources and manpower to
transform lives,” Llewellyn said.
“Goodwill has established two
highly effective Michigan Works!
locations in Oakland County with
a commitment to equity, access
and economic self-sufficiency for
all.”

40% Off at Troy Historic Village’s Holiday Sale
Enjoy 40% off all Christmas
items at the Troy Historic Village
Store when you shop now through
December 20.
Sale includes all Christmas
ornaments and decorations, mini

snow-people for the kids, and
many non-Christmas items like
cozy slippers, scented lotions,
and candles (sale items are
marked with a red dot).
The Village Store is located on

the grounds of the Troy Historic
Village at 60 W. Wattles Rd.
The Troy Historic Village
Store is open 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Monday through Friday. For
questions, call 248-524-3570.

