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Forgotten Harvest and Kroger partner in #GivingTuesday 

This week, Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer hosted two roundtable 
events to encourage 
Michiganders to sign up for 
coverage during the ACA open 
enrollment period ending on 
Sunday, December 15. 

The governor joined 
Congresswoman Haley Stevens 
(MI-11) at Beaumont Hospital in 
Troy. The governor then joined 
Congresswoman Elissa Slotkin 
(MI-08) at Carefree Medical Clinic 
in Lansing.  

“Every Michigander deserves 
access to quality, affordable 
health care,” said Governor 
Whitmer. “Since the Trump 
administration has cut funding for 
the ACA enrollment promotion by 
nearly 90 percent, we must do 
everything we can to ensure that 
everyone knows what options are 
available to them to get covered. 
Signing up for coverage during 
open enrollment is simple, and 
there are resources available to 
everyone who wants help.”  

“Healthcare is a right, and we 
must work together to make it 
more affordable for working 
families,” said Congresswoman 
Haley Stevens. “I am proud to join 
Governor Whitmer today to urge 
all Michiganders to sign up for 
comprehensive health coverage. 
She is working hard on the state 
level and I am fighting in 
Washington to push back against 

Governor 
encourages 
Michiganders to 
sign up during 
open enrollment 

Used book sale at the 
library Dec. 12-14 

The Friends of the Rochester 
Hills Public Library are hosting a 
Quality Used Book Sale in the first 
floor hallway of the library (500 
Olde Town in downtown 
Rochester) on December 12-14.  

Every year, the Friends 
receive donations that are new or 
like-new; some still in the original 
shrink-wrap. These are saved for 
the Quality sale so folks have the 
opportunity to buy special gifts at 
very reasonable prices. As well as 
books, there will be DVDs, CDs, 
toys, games and miscellaneous 
items. 

Date and time details: 
Thursday, December 12 from 3-
8:30 p.m.; Friday, December 13, 
9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; and Saturday, 
December 14, 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

 

Holiday breakfast at 
Royal Park 

The public is invited to kick off 
the holidays and celebrate the 
work of Cass Community Social 
Services from 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 
December 8 at the Royal Park 
Hotel in Rochester.   

More than 400 guests are 
expected to join together for 
breakfast to feature how lives 
were profoundly impacted in 2019 
thanks to Cass, with its strong 
volunteer, community and 
corporate support. Rev. Faith 
Fowler, executive director of the 
organization, is the keynote 
speaker. 

Tickets are $45 for adults and 
$20 for children 12 and under. 

To purchase tickets go to 
Casscommunity.org/breakfast/. 

Forgotten Harvest is taking its 
annual #GivingTuesday donation 
day to the next level by partnering 
with The Kroger Co. of Michigan 
and extending the one day of 
#GivingTuesday to a week-long 
donation match timeframe of up 
to $20,000.  

#GivingTuesday is a global day 
that provides individuals, 
organizations, communities and 
corporate businesses a chance to 
transform the world through 
philanthropy and generosity. As 
the holiday takes place the 

Tuesday following Thanksgiving. 
By extending the time for 

people to donate, it offers an 
opportunity of increased 
community engagement and to 
raise awareness during the entire 
week. The week-long donation 
match period lasts through 
Tuesday, December 3.  

“We are so incredibly grateful 
for corporate partners like The 
Kroger Co. of Michigan, and the 
many others that support us in a 
way that allows us to work 
towards ending hunger while 

delivering healthy, nutritious 
food,” said Kirk Mayes, CEO of 
Forgotten Harvest. “Without our 
partners we would not be able to 
do the amazing work we do 
without all the encouragement 
and sponsorship.”  

“Forgotten Harvest is 100 
percent aligned with our mission 
of Zero Hunger|Zero Waste. They 
are focused on ending hunger and 
food insecurity, which is 100 
percent our social impact and 
mission,” says Rachel Hurst, 
Corporate Affairs.

CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO THE ROBOTICS TEAM AT HART MIDDLE SCHOOL. THE HART E-BOTS 
ARE HEADED TO STATES after their regional competition on November 23.
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continued attempts to weaken the 
Affordable Care Act, causing 
healthcare costs to increase for 
everyone. We must remain vigilant 
in safeguarding protections for 
pre-existing conditions, and 
ensure everyone has access to 
quality, affordable healthcare.”   

“No one should ever go broke 
because they happen to get sick, 
and no family should have to 
decide whether they can afford to 
save the life of a loved one," 
Congresswoman Elissa Slotkin 
said. "That's why it's so important 
to sign up for health coverage 
through Healthcare.gov by 

December 15th. I'm proud to stand 
with Governor Whitmer to 
encourage folks to do so, as we 
work in Lansing and Washington 
to protect people with pre-existing 
conditions and push back on the 
Administration's attempts to 
undermine the ACA, threatening 
coverage for so many 

Michiganders who depend on it."  
To enroll, Michiganders can 

visit HealthCare.gov and follow 
the instructions on the website. 
Also, to enroll or get assistance, 
people can call the Marketplace 
call center 24/7 during Open 
Enrollment at 1-800-318-2596 and 
talk to a trained enrollment 
specialist. 

OPEN ENROLLMENT, From page 1

Whitmer hosts health care events with 
congressmembers Slotkin and Stevens

 

1002 Main Street
Rochester, Michigan

248.770.8661

Verified Five Star 
Zillow Reviews

Outstanding Agent - Excellent Results

CALL 
PAULA REA-JOHNSTON
248.770.8661

A Top Realtor for The Linda Rea Team
Unparalleled Service • Caring Professional • Knowledgeable 

CALL PAULA FOR UPCOMING LISTINGS!

RECOMMENDED | REFERRED | RESPECTED

Rochester Hills 
$499,000 • 4 Bedrooms 

Finished Lower level 
3 Car Garage • 3,602 sqft

Shelby Township 
$379,000 • Large Lot

1st Floor Master  
3 Car Garage • 2,529 sqft

The Rochester Garden Club 
will host a holiday shopping 
experience. Funds raised from this 
sale provide thousands of dollars 
for the club to give back to the 
Rochester area. 

The Gifts & Greens Market 
will be held on Thursday, 
December 5 with an Opening Gala 
running from 6-8 p.m. ($5 
admission) and Market Days are 

Friday, December 6 from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m., and Saturday, December 7 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. with a $2 
admission. The market is at the 
Rochester Administration 
Building, 501 University four 
blocks west of Rochester 
Road/Main Street. 

For more details, go to 
RochesterGardenClub.org/.

Gifts & Greens Market Opening Gala

Congresswoman Elissa Slotkin (center) and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
(right)

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (center) and Congresswoman Haley Stevens 
(right)
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is  Now  Hiring !
Part-Time Graphic Designer

For printed media. Must understand file types, sizes and  
web press print requirements. Good organizational skills.  

Deadline oriented. Positive attitude. Willing to learn and grow! 
Send Resumes to AJ@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

SKRS�IRU�͏H�+ROLGD\VSKRS�IRU�͏H�+ROLGD\V
At Assistance League ReSale Connection

ReSale Connection

Holiday Gifts Galore
Vintage Crystal

Furniture

Designer Fashions
Beautiful Furs
St. John Knits
Coach Purses

®

15% off% 
One Item of Ite
YYour ChoiceCh

Hours: Tues.–Fri. 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

204 S. Main Street • Downtown Rochester
www.semich.AssistanceLeague.org 248-656-0414

Excludes
All Consignment

Expires 12-31-19

Jay’s Juniors gift-wrapping initiative at the Village
The Village of Rochester Hills 

has announced a charity gift-
wrapping initiative with all 
proceeds benefitting Jay’s Juniors, 
a program dedicated to 
supporting chronically and 
terminally ill children. 

The Gift-Wrapping Station 
will take place on weekends 
starting Friday, November 29 and 
will conclude Sunday, December 
22. The hours are Friday 5-8 p.m., 
Saturday 12-8 p.m., and Sunday 1-
5 p.m. 

The Village of Rochester Hills 
will be providing all the materials 
needed along with skilled 
volunteer wrappers that will 
personally gift wrap each package. 
Shoppers will be able to have all 
gifts wrapped with a minimum 

suggested donation of $5 for small 
packages, $6 for medium packages 
and $7 for large packages. The 
Village of Rochester Hills will 
match donations received during 
this holiday initiative and 100% of 
all proceeds will be going to Jay’s 
Juniors. The Jay’s Juniors Gift-
Wrapping station will be located 
within The Village of Rochester 
Hills at 346 N Adams Rd in 
Rochester Hills. 

This December will mark the 
6th year that Jay’s Juniors has 
taken children and their families 
on an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Walt Disney World.  

“Since I started Jay’s Juniors, I 
have been overwhelmed with the 
support from organizations to 
help this cause that is so near and 

dear to my heart. I am thankful for 
the Village of Rochester Hills and 
the community from coming 
together this holiday season. 
Being able to bring joy and 
happiness for all these children 
and their families and take their 
minds off everything else, gives 
me all the joy in the world,” said 
Jay Towers, Founder of Jay’s 
Juniors, Morning show anchor on 
WJBK-TV (FOX) and host of Jay 
Towers in the Morning on WNIC-
FM 100.3. 

In addition, children can bring 
their letters to Santa or write them 
onsite in the children’s letter-
writing area.  

For more information and 
event details, visit 
Villageofrochesterhills.com/.

AUBURN RD HAS OFFICIALLY OPENED to both eastbound and westbound traffic. Rochester Hills officials 
are sending their thanks to the city's residents. "You have been a key component of this project from initial 
designs to construction," officials posted to the city's Facebook page. "Thank you for your patience during 
construction and enjoy the holiday!"

 

! CAN'T 
MANAGE TO 
STAY IN HIS 
LANE – Around 
11 p.m. one night 

last week, a Rochester officer was 
traveling southbound on Main 
from University. In front of the 
officer and in the inside lane, the 
officer observed a Red Ford Edge 
traveling southbound as well. As 
the vehicle passed Fourth, the 
officer observed the vehicle 
swerve into the center turn lane. 
The vehicle then drove back into 
its lane of travel. As the vehicle 
passed Third, it again crossed 
over the left divider line into the 

center turn lane. The vehicle then 
passed Second and began to sway 
in the lane and then crossed the 
yellow divider line a third time. 
The officer made a traffic stop on 
the vehicle and made contact with 
the driver, identified as a 21-year-
old man from Rochester Hills 
through his temporary driving 
permit and US Passport. The 
officer could smell a strong odor 
of alcohol emanating from the 
vehicle and observed the driver to 
have bloodshot eyes. The driver 
was asked to take several field 
sobriety tasks and did so. He 
failed multiple tasks. He was then 
given a PBT and the result was 
.179 BAC. He was arrested for the 
offense of OWI, taken to the police 
department and given a 
breathalyzer. The test read .18% 
and .17%. He was booked and 
processed. A warrant for High 
BAC is being sought.  

! DRIVING BLIND – A 
Rochester officer witnessed a car 
that was driving without its 
headlights on stopped in the area 
of Main St south of Diversion. The 
officer made contact with the 
driver of the vehicle and asked the 
driver if she knew that she was 
driving without her headlights on. 
She stated that she did, but she 
turned them on as soon as she 
realized they were off. The officer 
could smell an odor of alcohol 
coming from inside of the vehicle. 
The driver was then given a PBT 
and the result was .16 BAC. She 
was then arrested, booked, 
processed and later released with 
a citation for OWI.  

Note: If you have any 
information on any local 
crimes, call the Rochester Police 
Department at 248-651-9621 or 
the OCSO Rochester Hills 
Substation at 248-537-3530.

It gets dark early, but you still have to use your headlights

POLICE PATROL 

“You can be rich in spirit, kindness, love 
and all those things that 

you can't put a dollar sign on.” 
 

— Dolly Parton



Oakland University’s School of 
Music, Theatre and Dance will 
present Facing Our Truth: 10-
Minute Plays on Trayvon, Race, 
and Privilege from December 5-7 
in the Varner Lab Theatre in 
Varner Hall. 

“In light of the George 
Zimmerman verdict, The New 
Black Fest commissioned six very 
diverse playwrights to write 10-
minute play on the topic of 

Trayvon Martin, race and/or 
privilege with the goal of inciting 
serious discussion in our 
collective communities around 
these urgent issues,” said Director 
Kelli Crump, a lecturer at Oakland 
University. 

The collection of plays 
includes The Ballad of George 
Zimmerman by Dan O’Brien in 
collaboration with the musician 
Quetzal Flores; Colored by Winter 

Miller; Night Vision by Dominique 
Morisseau; Dressing by Mona 
Mansour and Tala Manassah; No 
More Monsters Here by Marcus 
Gardley; and Some Other Kid by A. 
Rey Pamatmat. 

“I selected Facing Our Truth 
because I was struck by the raw 
honesty and complexity of the 
writing by such a beautifully 
diverse collection of 
accomplished playwrights,” 
Crump said. “I think our students 
can relate to a subject matter that 
was relevant to young people then 
as it is still relevant to young 
people today and they have a 
strong desire to be a part of this 
national conversation. 

“I believe that we have a need 
and responsibility as artists to 
engage our communities in 
difficult conversations for the 
greater good of understanding 
each other and moving our 
society forward,” she added. “I 
hope our audiences walk away 
talking to someone new and with 
a new appreciation of reality.”  

The plays are intended for 
mature audiences. 

Tickets are $8 all seats and 
can be purchased online at 
Etix.com/. Please be advised that 
due to the nature of the setup of 
the Varner Studio Theatre and 
Varner Lab Theatre, patrons 
cannot be admitted or re-seated 
while a show is in progress. 

For more information, email 
smtd@oakland.edu or call 248-
370-2030.

Oakland University presents “Facing Our Truth: 10-
minute plays on Trayvon, race, and privilege”
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redboxNOW IN 
THEATERS

KNIVES OUT 
PG-13, Suspense/Thriller 

 

TIFFANY HADDISH: 
BLACK MITZVAH 

Netflix Comedy Special 

THE GREAT CHRISTMAS 
LIGHT FIGHT 

TV-PG, Competition/Reality 

ALADDIN 
PG,  Family/Comedy 

 

MANIFEST 
Andrew Bird 

 

THE SERIOUS GOOSE 
Jimmy Kimmel

PERRY COMO, BOB HOPE, JUDY GARLAND, DONNY AND MARIE... 
These are some of our favorite Christmas companions. Whether or not 
you are old enough to remember these stars, everyone loves beautiful 
harmonies during the holidays. Forever Christmas – an Avon holiday 
tradition now celebrating its 27th anniversary – will tick all the boxes 
on your family's wish list. Tickets are on sale now and available at 
Avonplayers.org or by calling the Box Office at 248-608-9077.

Library to host Holiday Home Tour
Get inspired to decorate for 

the holidays by touring some of 
the community’s most stunning 
interior displays during the 
Friends of the Rochester Hills 
Public Library’s Holiday Home 
Tour on Saturday, December 15 
from 12-5 p.m. 

Five area homes will open 
their doors to share their 
Christmas décor, holiday 
heirlooms, DIY ideas, and festive 
atmospheres with RHPL patrons 
and friends, all to raise money for 

RHPL programs and services. 
Tickets to the Holiday Home 

Tour are $25 and will be available 
for cash and/or check payment 
after November 15 at The Friends 
Store in RHPL, Lytle’s Pharmacy, 
Dillman & Upton, Wild Birds and 
Things at Adams and Walton 
Roads, and Werner’s Hallmark at 
Adams and Silverbell Roads. 

To purchase tickets with a 
credit card or through PayPal, 
visit rhpl.org. 



The Rochester Symphony 
Orchestra (RSO) is pleased to 
announce its annual Winter 
Wonderland concert, Friday, 
December 13 from 8-10 p.m. at St. 
Paul's United Methodist Church, 
located at 620 Romeo Rd in 
Rochester. 

The orchestra will entertain 
concertgoers with a variety of 
nostalgic seasonal favorites. As a 
special holiday treat, the RSO will 
welcome the award-winning 
Stoney Creek High School choirs 
who will sing many popular 
holiday selections. 

Dr. Brandon Ulrich, director 
of Choral Activities at Stoney 
Creek High School, has been 
teaching at the high school since 

it opened in 2002. He directs the 
men's choir, treble choir, concert 
choir, chorale, and the chamber 
singers. He is an advocate for new 
music, having established the 
Stoney Creek Commissioning 
Project that annually premiers 
several new works. He also is an 
active, sought-out composer. 

Order your tickets early. They 
will sell out. You can order them at 
Rochestersymphony.com/. The 
cost is $5 for students and $25 for 
adults. 

If you would like to support 
Toys for Tots, consider bringing 
an unwrapped toy to the concert.  

In addition, mark your 
calendars for the final two RSO 
concerts of the 2019/2020 season. 

A Chamber Orchestra 
Concert will take place Sunday, 
March 15, 2020 at 3 p.m. at St. 
Paul's United Methodist Church, 
featuring violinists Lorrie Gunn 
and Maestro Milicevic. 

And RSO will host their 
Spring Concert on Friday, May 15, 
2020 at 8 p.m. at St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church. The season 
finale offers music for everyone 
including classic songs of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein with local 
soloists Alta and Drake Dantzler, 
as well as the annual performance 
of the Young Artist Competition 
winner 

To learn more visit 
RochesterSymphony.com.
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Oakland County 
Clerk/Register of Deeds Lisa 
Brown announced an art contest 
for high school students residing 
in Oakland County to design the 
cover of the 2020 Oakland County 
Directory.  

The theme of this year’s 
contest is Oakland County’s 
bicentennial. All high school 
students residing in Oakland 
County are eligible to enter by 
submitting an original work of art 
depicting the county’s 200th 
anniversary.  

“I am thrilled to again offer the 
directory cover contest to local 
high school students,” said 
Brown. “I appreciate VIBE Credit 
Union’s support and look forward 
to seeing the artistry and 
creativity of our teens.”  

The winner will have their 
artwork featured on the cover of 
the 2020 Oakland County 
Directory and will receive a $500 
prize from VIBE Credit Union. The 
contest is open to all high school 
students in grades 9-12 who are 
living in Oakland County. This 
includes public, private and 
home-school students, who will 

need permission from a parent or 
guardian if they’re under the age 
of 18.  

Each entry must be submitted 
in a medium that can be 
reproduced, include a short 
description (up to 300 words) of 
how the original artwork was 
created, specify the 
medium/media used, and the 
inspiration behind the work.  

Entries will be accepted from 
November 26, 2019, through 
December 23, 2019, at 4 p.m. ET. 
Entries may be dropped off in 
person or mailed to Oakland 
County Clerk Lisa Brown, 
Directory Cover Contest, 
Elections Division, 1200 N. 
Telegraph Road, Dept. 417, 
Pontiac, MI 48341. Entries 
submitted via email will not be 
accepted.  

The winner will be selected 
from all eligible entries by January 
6, 2020.  

All entries must include a 
fully completed entry form, 
which can be downloaded from  
Oakgov.com/clerkrod , where a 
complete list of rules is also 
available. 

Oakland County Clerk announces 
directory cover art contest

Downtown Rochester’s Kris Kringle Market
Downtown Rochester’s annual 

Kris Kringle Market returns this 
holiday season on Friday, 
December 6, 4-10 p.m. and 
Saturday, December 7, Noon-10 
p.m. The market will be located on 
W. Fourth Street between Main 
and Walnut and will coincide with 
The Big, Bright Light Show. 

The Kris Kringle Market is 
inspired by the 700-year-old 
tradition of the European 
Christmas markets. Visitors can 
enjoy food, shopping, live 
entertainment and the ambiance 
of an open-air holiday market. 
Offerings include hand-crafted 

gifts, fresh greens, baked goods, 
specialty foods, glass blowing and 
much more. 

“Visiting the Kris Kringle 
Market has become a tradition for 
many local families”, said Taylor 
Clayton, Marketing Coordinator 
for the Rochester DDA. “It’s a 
joyous atmosphere, with the 
streets aglow for The Big, Bright 
Light Show. You can see visitors 
getting into the holiday spirit as 
they shop.” 

Children can enjoy a visit and 
photo opportunity with Santa 
Claus, a chance to play in child-
sized gingerbread houses and 

warm up by the s’more station. 
Enjoy food and beverage in the 
warming tent. Visitors can 
purchase a commemorative mug 
filled with Gluhwein or enjoy 
hand-crafted beer sponsored by 
the Rochester Mills Beer Co and 
Fieldstone Winery. Proceeds from 
the warming tent will benefit the 
Rochester Area Youth Assistance 
(RAYA) on Friday evening and the 
Rochester Avon Recreation 
Authority (RARA) on Saturday. 

For more information, visit 
Downtownrochestermi.com or 
contact the Rochester DDA 
office at 248-656-0060.

Rochester Symphony Orchestra hosts Winter Wonderland
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Why It’s Not Your Fault...
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mones & Health (True Causes of Belly Fat)

ffrrom Dr. Michael Dangovian, DO FACC
R OF 2019 !
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dre Ste. 104 Sterling Heights, MI 48310

r7515 to reservve your spot Seating is limited!
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Health & Wellness
Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Understanding the impact of Holiday depression and what can be done
It is no secret that the holiday 

season can be a stressful time. 
With family gatherings, office 
parties, gift exchanges, and other 
demands on our time and 
attention, the final months of the 
year can be a trying time for even 
the most optimistic and 
enthusiastic people. 

For individuals who suffer 
from or are at risk for depression, 
though, the impact of holiday 
stresses and pressures can be 
much more severe than the 
momentary frustrations that 
almost everyone experiences. For 
example, some causes for the 
onset of a depressive episode, 
such as feeling overwhelmed, 
experiencing a sense of isolation 
or deprivation, and having 
personal conflicts, are also 
common holiday experiences. 

For individuals who are at risk 
for depression, here are some 
simple tips that can help during 

the holiday season. 
Stay Organized – Considerable 

holiday stress is related to feeling 
overwhelmed or out of time. 
Planning ahead can help eliminate 
or ease some of this pressure. 

 Learn to Say No – You do not 
have to accept every invitation 
that comes your way. Giving 
yourself time to relax and 
decompress during the holidays is 
more important than yet another 
party.  

Set Realistic Expectations – 
There is no such thing as a 
“perfect holiday,” and trying to 
create one is an invitation to 
disappointment. On the other side 
of the coin, don’t allow dread to 
destroy your ability to enjoy the 
season. 

 Take Care of Yourself – 
Sugary and high-fat foods, which 
are staples during the holidays, 
can drain your energy and 
increase your risk getting sick. 

Enjoy a sweet here and there, but 
do not abandon your healthy diet. 
Also, make sure that you are 
getting some exercise and enough 
sleep.  

Get Help When You Need It – 
The holidays are definitely not the 
time to go it alone. From an extra 
set of hands in the kitchen to the 
therapeutic insights of a 
professional counselor, ask for 
help when you need it. 

These tips can help to reduce 
the risk of a depressive episode, 
but they are by no means a 
substitute for effective 
professional help.  

Depression is a serious illness 
that impacts adults and more than 
2.5 million adolescents in the 
United States. Depression is one of 
the leading causes of suicide 
attempts. When examined as an 
age group 10-24, suicide is the 2nd 
leading overall cause of death for 
Michigan. 

Contrary to a prevalent myth, 
suicide does not peak during the 
holiday season. If you or someone 
you love is struggling with 
depression and/or thinking about 
suicide, get help now. The National 
Suicide Hotline, 1-800-273-TALK 
(8255), is a free resource that is 
available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, for anyone who is in 
suicidal crisis or emotional 
distress. The Crisis Text Line is a 
free 24/7 text line where trained 
crisis counselors support 
individuals in crisis.  Text “Jason” 
to 741741 to speak with a 
compassionate, trained Crisis 
Counselor.  Confidential support 
24/7, for free. 

The Jason Foundation, Inc. is a 
nationally recognized leader in 
youth suicide prevention and 
awareness.   

To find your local JFI office, 
visit Jasonfoundation.com/about-
us/locations/.

(NAPSI) If you’re enrolled in a 
Medicare Advantage plan, you will 
have more plan choices with a 
wider range of benefits to help 
you better manage your day-to-
day health needs. Medicare’s 
Annual Enrollment Period runs 
from now through December 7. 

Online health insurance broker 
eHealth outlines  important 
Medicare changes this year: 

1. New benefits to help those 
with chronic illness. Starting in 
January, 2020, some Medicare 
Advantage Plans will include 
benefits for people with chronic 
illness that will help to support 
their care.  

2. Medicare Advantage 
premiums will be lower next 
year. The average monthly 
premium for Medicare Advantage 
plans is expected to be $23 in 
2020, a decrease of 14% from an 
average of $26.87 in 2019, and 
down 28 percent since 2017. The 
average Medicare Advantage 
premium this year is the lowest 
it’s been since 2007. 

3. Part D drug plan premiums 
will be lower, too. The average 
Medicare prescription drug plan 
premium for 2020 is $30, a decline 
of 13.5% as compared with 2019 
costs. Savings on out-of-pocket 
costs may be available as well. A 
recent eHealth analysis of people 
using eHealthMedicare.com to 
compare Medicare plans found 
that fewer than one in ten were 
enrolled in the lowest cost plan. 

4. Seeing a doctor without 
leaving home will get easier. 
Many seniors will have access to 
Medicare Advantage telehealth 
benefits to connect with health 
care providers online or by phone. 
For 2020, more than half of all 
Medicare Advantage plans will 
offer added telehealth benefits, 
reaching up to about 1.7 million 
enrollees. 

5. Medigap plan options are 
changing. Two of the most 
popular supplemental plans (so-
called Medigap plans) used by 
those enrolled in original 
Medicare—Plan F and Plan C—will 
no longer be available to new 
Medicare members or those born 
after January 1, 1955. Fortunately, 
Plan G, another Medigap policy, 
offers the same level of coverage 
provided by Plan F—minus the 
Part B deductible—and will 
continue to be available after 
January 2020.

Important 
Medicare changes 
coming for 2020 



SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

7/9 

HELP WANTED 

Drapery Manufacturing workroom has 
immediate full time and part time openings. 
Must have sewing machine experience.  
Call 248-307-1090. 

1/4 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

 

REAL ESTATE 
   Realtors Wanted 

Please visit 
 paquetterealty.com 

586.443.0125 
2/2 

FOR SALE 
Beautiful coffee table w/glass top. End table 
and desk. Good prices. 248-961-1638. 

1/1 
CLEANING 

Seeking clients for locally owned cleaning 
business. I am experienced in interior 
cleaning of real estate for agents, office 
buildings, and daytime housekeeping for 
residential homes. Solid references, all 
cleaning products and equipment provided 
at no extra cost. $25/hr. Call 248-982-0784. 

1/2  
 

VOLUNTEER 
Forgotten Harvest is a non-profit organiza-
tion that collects surplus food and redistrib-
utes it to local charities, providing families 
in the metro-Detroit area with fresh and 
nutritious food. 

Not only do their efforts benefit those in 
need in the community who need it most, 
they also help reduce food waste in the 
area by collecting large quantities of food 
from restaurants, wholesalers, and  
caterers.  
Forgotten Harvest is always in need of 
monetary donations and volunteers.  
Visit ForgottenHarvest.org for more 
information on how to donate your 
time, energy, and efforts to this worthy 
cause.   

 

ADOPT A PET 
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful 
dogs and cats waiting for someone to 
come rescue them! All of their dogs are cur-
rent on age appropriate shots, microchip, 
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are 
up to date as well! If interested, please con-
tact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is 
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, 
in Pontiac.  

Francois 

ADOPT A PET 

Labello 

Dobie 

Lloyd

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Place Your Classified Here
Two Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in both Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach readers
in Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, and surrounding communities.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12

2 Papers

$20

50¢ per
word25¢ per

word

Gazette
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Gazette
Troy-Somerset

Novenas Available 
for $17 per week
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GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes two 
local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly 
newspapers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read 
past issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. Email 
News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 

 

Advertising Sales Account Manager
We're looking for an Advertising Account Manager

If you are interested, please call our o!ce to 
schedule an interview and learn more about the 

position - 248-524-4868.



by Jennifer Bleau, VP of 
Marketing, Cornerstone 
Community Financial Credit 
Union 

The holidays are in full swing 
and I’m sure many are feeling the 
pinch of the extra financial outlay 
the season demands. Here are a 
few tips for both this 2019 holiday 
season and next year, to make the 
holidays easier on everyone! 

Gifts For Kids 
My kids are still very young 

and the magic of Santa is a big 
part of our holidays, however, we 
still want them to recognize and 
be grateful to family members 
who bring gifts on Christmas Day. 
Instead of all of the gifts being 
from Santa, the big guy brings one 
of their requested gifts, along with 
a hat and mittens each year, and 
leaves them under the tree in 
special wrapping paper. The rest 
of the gifts are from mom and dad. 
This sets the standard early that 
Santa’s gifts are not limitless, and 
neither is our holiday budget! 

Christmas Cards 
What do you do with all those 

dozens of Christmas cards each 
year? They might sit on a mantle 
or get stuck to the fridge for a few 
weeks, but ultimately they go in 
the trash. You can easily save 
money by not sending Christmas 
cards at all or majorly cutting 
back on the mailing list. You can 
still post a family picture with 
holiday wishes to your social 
media profiles or email a digital 
greeting to friends and family. 
Save a tree, save a stamp, save 
some money and skip it.  

Experiences Instead of Gifts 
I have many cousins and 

extended family, and with every 
marriage and new baby, the circle 
grows! Instead of gifts for each 
one, we now host a family-wide 
movie night as an experiential gift. 
Sometimes we all go to the movie 
theater for a matinee (we’re seeing 
Frozen 2 this year!), or sometimes 
we do a holiday film at grandma 
and grandpa’s house with 
popcorn and hot chocolate. They 
often can recall fun memories of 
our movie events instead of the 
gifts they received, which is a win 
in my book. 

Other ideas could be a family 
baking day, winter sporting field 
day, or sledding at a local hill. It’s 
less expensive than individual 
gifts for extended family and the 
memories are priceless! 

 
 

Holiday Loan 
Sometimes we just have to 

spend on certain things, so 
instead of putting those holiday 
purchases on a high-interest 
credit card, Cornerstone offers a 
low interest holiday loan for up to 
$2,500. Approval decisions are 
made locally, so if approved, you 
could have the funds the same 
day! Low rates and flexible terms 
make this holiday loan a great 
choice to make the season bright. 
Visit www.CCFinancial.com to find 
out more. 

For Next Year 
Right after the holidays, while 

everyone is feeling the financial 
hangover of overspending, if they 
were not receptive to the ideas 

above before, they might just be 
now! Agree to make a few changes 
for 2020 that will help everyone 
stay in budget. 

And, to make 2020’s holiday 
season easier and more financially 
secure, open a holiday savings 
account at your local credit union.  

Set aside reoccurring deposits 
to the account so that next year, 
you have the funds you need in 
cash. 

Ultimately, spending time with 
friends and family is the goal of 
this season of togetherness.  

Find what works for your crew 
and forget about keeping up with 
the Joneses. 
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1775 S Rochester Rd.  
Rochester Hills, MI  48307

(248) 266-7680

Schedule your visit TODAY!
 www.anthologyseniorliving.com

You’re invited to join us for a

personal tour & complimentary lunch. 

Call (248)266-7680 to make your reservation!
(Hurry in - limited number of apartments remain)

Assisted Living | Memory Care

Celebrate Life...
at every age

Holiday budgeting tips for this year and next

THE ROCHESTER REGIONAL CHAMBER welcomed Class Action 
Fitness to the area with a ribbon-cutting ceremony this week. The new 
facility is located at 630 Woodward Ave. in Rochester. To learn more, 
call 248-289-6143 or visit Classactionfitnessinc.com/.


