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Rep. Slotkin
addresses
raucous crowd
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support behind
impeachment
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‘Season of Sharing’
receive record
breaking donations
Busch’s Fresh Food Market’s
annual food drive to support
Forgotten Harvest’s mission of
combatting food insecurity had a
record-breaking year in regards to
donations.
This year Busch’s raised
$63,626 that will go towards
feeding the thousand of families
and individuals in metro Detroit
this holiday season by supporting
Forgotten Harvest’s work. Busch’s
has been coordinating its yearly
food drive for 12 years now. Also,
Busch’s
vendors
provided
donations that add up to $9,359.
In addition to the cash
donations, Busch’s Fresh Food
Market along with its “Season of
Sharing” partners will be donating
6,905 cases of food; 7,440 premade
bags of nutritious food for meals;
23,259 gallons of milk and $13,000
in funds specifically from the Milk
Association.
These donations will go to
food insecure families in Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb counties,
and the over 260 agency partners
that Forgotten Harvest delivers
food to.
Busch’s
provides
approximately one million pounds
of fresh food and dairy annually to
Forgotten Harvest to help
eliminate food waste, while
feeding food-insecure families in
metro Detroit.
For more on where and how
to donate to those in need
during the holidays, visit
Forgottenharvest.org/.

Rochester Community
Conversation event draws
supporters and protesters

U.S. CONGRESSWOMAN ELISSA SLOTKIN addressed a vocal crowd of roughly 500 constituents at Oakland
University Monday, December 16. The appearance comes just hours after her announcement that she would
vote in favor of impeachment against President Donald Trump. The announcement drew support and
criticism, as the town hall crowd erupted in cheers and boos frequently throughout the hour-long event.
Slotkin told a group of reporters after the event that while a small group of protesters were vocal, chanting
“four more years” and interrupting at every opportunity, the majority of the audience was respectful,
including Trump supporters. Photo by Andrew Neal

Fire rips through attic of Rochester Hills home
Rochester Hills Firefighters
responded to a reported house
fire in the early morning hours on
Monday, December 9.
The incident occurred in the
400 block of Ivywood Ct. Around
1:10 a.m., a 911 call came into Fire
Dispatch from the homeowner
who saw fire in his attic.
Firefighters arrived on scene and
found large amounts of smoke
coming from the attic and roofline.

They were able to quickly
enter the home and get into the
attic. There they found a large
volume of fire. Using their
hoselines they extinguished the
fire in the two story home in about
20 minutes.
Other fire crews went to the
roof and assisted with ventilation.
Firefighters removed pieces of the
ceiling to look for fire in the void
spaces of the home.

The cause of the fire is still
unknown, as investigators are
looking into the fire to fully
determine what happened.
The family was able to
evacuate their home safely. No
residents or firefighters were
injured in the fire.
Mutual Aid fire departments
that responded included Auburn
Hills Fire, Bloomfield Twp. Fire,
Rochester City Fire.

by ANDREW NEAL
U.S. House Rep. Elissa Slotkin
garnered national attention
Monday as she addressed a
raucous crowd of supporters and
protesters at a Community
Conversation event on the
campus of Oakland University.
Much of the fuss was due to
an op-ed penned by Slotkin and
published Monday morning in the
Detroit Free Press supporting
impeachment against President
Donald Trump. The full House
vote on impeachment is set for
Wednesday.
Rep. Slotkin addressed the
crowd of nearly 500 on issues of
healthcare, the USMCA, defense
spending,
PFAS,
and
impeachment.
Slotkin
was
regularly
interrupted by boos and "four
more
years"
chants
from
protesters, most vocally from the
dozen or so standing in the back
of the room.
The
congresswoman
encouraged "decency and civility"
throughout the event and
afterward.
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Rochester company named finalist for security awareness award Rep. Slotkin announces support for
Three companies have been
selected as finalists for the 2019
Infosec
Inspire
Security
Awareness Awards. Infosec, ta
leader in cybersecurity education,
received
nominations
from
companies across the U.S. and
internationally. Three finalists
were chosen for the Impact
Award.
The Impact Award celebrates
the successes of Infosec’s most
innovative and inspiring clients
and partners. Award-winning

success stories detail high-impact,
innovative security awareness and
training initiatives to empower
employees and motivate effective
security habits.
Finalists for the Impact Award
include Data Risk Management
LLC of Rochester. DRM helps
small
and
medium-sized
businesses manage cybersecurity
risk through the implementation
of strategies based on industry
standards and best practices. For
some
clients,
Data
Risk

Management serves in the
capacity of a virtual Chief
Information Security Officer
(vCISO). The company also
conducts
data
forensics
investigations, providing expert
witness testimony in Michigan and
Federal courts.
Other finalists include Fluid
Networks
from
Camarillo,
California and the Johnson County
Government in Kansas.
Learn
more
at
Infosecinstitute.com/.

ROCHESTER HILLS FIREFIGHTERS have stepped up to the plate this Christmas season to meet the needs
of underprivileged children. Zach Brown, a student from Rochester Adams High School working with the
Rochester Rotary, contacted John Lyman at RHFD and asked the department to get involved. The RH
Firefighters Union Local 3472 – working with the Walmart in Rochester Hills – were able to purchase four
bicycle helmets which were gift wrapped and handed to children in need at a Christmas party on Saturday.
Pictured above, RH Fire Lt. David Kopko and Firefighter Stephen Jelsch looking over new bicycle helmets
that needy children will receive for Christmas.

impeachment, faces town hall crowd
SLOTKIN, From page 1

"In Michigan, we fight bitterly
about sports," Rep. Slotkin told
reporters after the event. "We
don't like that vitriol. We don't like
walking on eggshells at holiday
meals, which is what I just did. No
one likes walking on eggshells

U.S. HOUSE REP. ELISSA SLOTKIN (D-MI-08) speaking to reporters after
an event at Oakland University on Monday, December 16. Photo by
Andrew Neal
them stop my communication
with my constituents. They have
the right to protest but they don't
have the right to prohibit anybody
else from hearing the topic of
conversation."
Slotkin also recognized and
credited many of the Trump
supporters for their respectful
approach during the event. "The
majority were sitting. Some of
them had signs, some of them had
hats, but they were listening,"
Slotkin said.
"That is what I expect from
people, to try and give someone
else the benefit of the doubt. But I
can't expect the protesters not to
be there and you just gotta power
through. And I am quite
comfortable in my prior life in
national security making tough
decisions that people do not agree
with when I know it's the right
thing to do."

Book online at www.xgolfrochesterhills.com
PLAY

TRAIN

ENTERTAIN

LESSONS - LEAGUES - PRIVATE EVENTS

around other moms when they
drop their kids off at school.
That's not how we are here."
When asked about the
experience of speaking over
hecklers throughout the entirety
of the hour-long town hall, Rep.
Slotkin said, "I'm not going to let
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Headlights help you see where you’re going at 1 a.m.

THE ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT has sponsored two families in
need for Christmas. The department would like to thank Target, Meijer
of Rochester Hills, Fresh Thyme, Trader Joe's of Rochester Hills, and
Sabrina's Salon of Rochester Hills for their help in making the
Christmas of two local families one that they will never forget.

“It is the set of the sails, not the direction of the wind,
that determines which way we will go.”
Jim Rohn

Celebrating 35 Years!
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!
FANCY
LICENSE PLATE
LIGHTS LEAD
TO
LARGER
PROBLEMS It was after 2:30
a.m. when a Rochester officer was
traveling in the left lane of
westbound W. University near
Wilcox. The officer noticed a
vehicle in front of him to have a
custom bright blue license plate
light (only white light is allowed).
Upon running the license plate via
LEIN, it returned with an EIV
status of "N." The officer
continued to follow the vehicle as
it was passing Helen St. The
vehicle swerved to the left, with
the driver side tires driving on and
crossing over the solid yellow lane
marker. This occurred for about 8
seconds before the vehicle
corrected itself in the lane of
travel. The officer effected a traffic
stop on Walton west of Livernois.
While speaking with the driver
Officer could smell an odor of
intoxicants emitting from inside
the vehicle. The driver denied
consuming any alcohol. The
officer requested the driver to exit
the
vehicle
for
sobriety

BAC. He was arrested for the
offense of OWI, taken to the
Rochester Police Department and
given a breathalyzer. That result
was .12 and .12%. He was booked,
processed and later released with
a ticket for OWI and improper use
of lights.
! PASSING COUNTERFEIT
MONEY
–
Officers
were
responding to a local business on
a report of an unknown subject
who had stolen merchandise from
the store. The officers were
provided a description of the
suspect who was spotted on an
escalator in Somerset Collection –
South. The suspect began running
and was observed in the parking
structure outside the Collection.
Another officer then spotted him
standing near the bus stop. As the
officer began to approach him, he
took off running back into the
Somerset Collection – South. That
officer drove around to the North
Side Entrance / Exit Doors and
encountered the suspect again. He
then turned around and ran back,
approaching another officer. As he
approached that officer he was
ordered to stop and he refused. A
taser was deployed at the suspect
with no effect. He exited the
Somerset Collection – South and
ran through the parking structure,
dropping the shopping bags he
was carrying. He ran across
Golfview Drive and through the
apartment complex, eventually
attempting to hide under an
apartment deck. He was ordered
to come out from under the deck
but refused. He was physically
dragged from under the deck and
placed into handcuffs. One officer
was injured during the incident.
While under the deck, he was
discarding items from his pockets
which were found to be three
counterfeit
$100
bills,
all
containing the same serial
number. The shopping bags
(Forever 21 and Godiva) that the
suspect discarded were retrieved
by the Somerset Collection
Security Officers and were found
to contain small purchases made
with a $100 bill. Those businesses
were contacted and it was
discovered that the purchases
were completed by the suspect
using a counterfeit $100 with the
same serial numbers. The suspect,
a 30-year-old man, was arrested
and charged with Retail Fraud –
1st Degree, Three Counts of
Uttering
and
Publishing
Counterfeit Bills, and Assaulting /
Resisting/ Obstructing a Police
Officer.
Note:
To
contact
the
Rochester Police Department
call 248-651-9621 or the OCSO
Rochester Hills Substation at
248-537-3530.

LIM

POLICE PATROL

evaluations. The driver failed the
evaluations and was asked to take
a PBT and the result was .11%. He
was arrested for OWI and taken to
the Rochester Police Department
for further test. He was given a
breathalyzer and that result was,
.14 and .13%. He was booked and
processed and later released with
a citation for OWI and other civil
infractions.
!
HEADLIGHTS ARE
IMPORTANT WHILE DRIVING AT
NIGHT – Around 1:30 a.m., an
officer was traveling northbound
on Walnut approaching Fourth St.
then they observed a vehicle
getting ready to pull out of the
west parking structure. This
vehicle did not have its headlights
on. The vehicle pulled out of the
parking structure and began to
travel southbound on Walnut, still
with the headlights off. While still
on Walnut now approaching Third
St., the vehicle activated its
headlights. The officer continued
to follow the vehicle as it turned
left onto Third and effected a
traffic stop on Third and West
Alley. The officer could smell a
strong odor of intoxicants
emitting from inside the vehicle.
The officer also noticed the
driver’s eyes to be very blood
shot. He was requested to take
several field sobriety tasks and
did so, failing all of them. He was
given a PBT and the result was, .11

59¢
3 oz.
Cans

Large
50 lb. Bags

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Only printed coupons
accepted. Must present coupon before purchase. Not valid
with any other offer. While supplies last. Expires 12-31-19

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Only printed coupons
accepted. Must present coupon before purchase. Not valid
with any other offer. While supplies last. Expires 12-31-19

WE HONOR ALL LOCAL COMPETITORS’ PRINT ADS! JUST BRING THEM IN! SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.
Hours: Mon-Fri. 9am-8pm • Sat. 9am-7pm • Sun 9am-5pm

www.valspet.com

BOOK BY

CHAZZ PALMINTERI

MUSIC BY

ALAN MENKEN

LYRICS BY

GLENN SLATER

ON
O
N SALE
SALE NOW
NOW

JAN 21 - FEB 2 • FISHER THEATRE
BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com, 800-982-2787 & box office 313-872-1000;
Groups (12+) Groups@BroadwayInDetroit.com (subject: A Bronx Tale) or 313-871-1132;
and oc Jan 26.
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redbox

NOW IN
THEATERS

JUMANJI: THE NEXT
LEVEL
PG-13, Fantasy/Action

MICHELLE WOLF:
JOKE SHOW

Netflix Comedy Special

BLACKFISH

PG-13, Documentary

READY OR NOT
R, Horror/Suspense

MOVE YOU
Jeff Pianki

THE GRACE YEAR
Kim Liggett

DETROIT’S GOLDEN TICKET

THIS DECKED-OUT HOUSE, located on Brewster in Rochester Hills, has over 30,000 LED lights. Homeowner
Jerry Hilliard has been putting up Christmas lights since 2012. He starts in September, one row of lights
at a time, in illuminated anticipation of the Christmas season. Photo by Paula Rea Johnston

ON SALE NOW
FEB 18 – MAR 1

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE • BroadwayInDetroit.com
BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com, 800-982-2787 & box office
Info: 313.872.1000, Groups (12+) groups @ BroadwayInDetroit.com (Subject: Charlie)
oc Feb. 23

DSO welcomes two new full-time musicians
The
Detroit
Symphony
Orchestra (DSO) is welcoming two
new full-time musicians to its
ranks beginning in January. The
DSO has also announced that a
current DSO musician has won a
vacant
Assistant
Principal
position.
Hannah Hammel will join the
DSO as Principal Flute (Women’s
Association for the DSO Chair).
Hammel joins the DSO after two
and a half seasons as principal
flute of the Knoxville Symphony
Orchestra. She has also performed
with the New York Philharmonic,

Pittsburgh Symphony, Houston
Grand Opera, and others.
Current DSO second oboe
Sarah Lewis (Maggie Miller Chair)
won the vacant Assistant Principal
Oboe position. Lewis joined the
DSO oboe section in 2017 after five
seasons with the Toronto
Symphony
Orchestra.
The
Assistant Principal Oboe position
was vacated this summer, when
DSO musician Brian Ventura
announced his retirement after 30
seasons with the orchestra.
And Alexander Volkov joins
the DSO’s violin section from

Canada, where he was most
recently a member of the
Canadian
Opera
Company
(Toronto) and the Orchestre
Symphonique de Québec. Volkov
has also performed as a substitute
with the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra and as a fellow with the
New York Philharmonic and
Boston Symphony Orchestra.
All three musicians begin
performing in these capacities
with the DSO in January.
Learn more about all DSO
musicians – including these three
new faces – at Dso.org/orchestra/.
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Women’s Fund raises over $5,000
at holiday party
The Women’s Fund recently
hosted their holiday party at the
Hemmingway Room in downtown
Rochester. Roughly 75 guests
attended the sold-out event and
with ticket sales and donations
from local merchants for a
Rochester-themed raffle basket,
they raised more than $5000.

sober living, transportation, or
peer coaching to maintain their
sobriety.
Dutton Farm received $5000
for their “Inclusive Workforce
Development" program. This lifts
women with disabilities out of
poverty and into financial
independence and stability. The

Local artist painting Christmas scenery from Rochester to Royal Oak
Artist Tanja Gojcaj is painting
Christmas
scenes
in
the
community this season. Her work
can be spotted at Paul's on Main
Street, St. Paul's Albanian Church,
even a McDonald's in Royal Oak.
"I always doodled as a young
child," says Gojcaj. "Art was
always a passion from a very
young age. It was one of those

Johanna Allen, Susan Tisdel, and Mary Anne Stevenson
They also announced their
2019 grant recipients along with
the Carol Kirken Affirmation Gift
which include.
Assistance League of SE
Michigan received $2500 which
will go towards their “Assault
Survivor Kits.” The grant will
provide funding to purchase
supplies for their Assault Survivor
Kits.
Career Dress of Pontiac
received $3000 to put towards
their “Motoring Women through
Unemployment” initiative. This
provides gas cards and bus tickets
to women seeking employment or
who are newly employed.
Neighborhood House received
$5000 for their “Employment
Readiness Initiative.” This assists
women throughout the process of
finding gainful employment.
Grace Centers of Hope
received $10,000 towards their
“Women’s One Year Life Skills
Program.” This assists women
battling addiction, domestic abuse
and homelessness to positively
change their lives and become
productive members of society.
Families Against Narcotics
(FAN) received $1000 toward their
“Hope Not Handcuffs” initiative.
This provides support for women
in Oakland County that are looking
to find viable treatment options,

money is used to develop a
strong, clear and robust workforce
development program complete
with
training,
curriculum,
oversight, and scheduling.
Older Persons’ Commission
(OPC) received $1000 for their
“Act of Kindness” to assist lowincome senior women with
interior and exterior home
repairs.
Dr. Gary Burnstein Community
Health Clinic received $5000 from
the Carol Kirken Memorial
Affirmation Gift (CKMAG) for their
“Women’s Diabetic Care.” This will
help women avoid the costly
ramifications of the untreated,
uncontrolled chronic disease.
This is the second year of the 4year plan for the CKMAG which
grants $5000 each year.
Over the past 18 years, the
Women's Fund has donated more
than $300,000 to organizations
helping women. The fund is a
permanently
endowed
fund
owned and administered by the
Community Foundation of Greater
Rochester.
For more on the Women’s Fund,
visit Womensfundrochester.org/.
Call 248-812-0763 or email
womensfundrochester@gmail.com
for help with any questions.

God-given talents, I guess. I never
studied art. The older I got, the
more I understood objects,
shading, highlighting, details, etc."
Gojcaj says patience was one
of the key virtues she had to learn
to become a better artist, whether
that is in the process of
researching and studying a new
work, or executing it with

precision.
The artist says she has done
seasonal window paintings at over
30 different businesses, so there's
a good chance you've already seen
her work and not known it.
You can check out Tanja
Gojcaj's work on her Instagram
page "Murals by Tanja."
Photo by Paula Rea Johnston
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FROM RESOLUTIONS TO REALITY!

Ask Jamie: Questions about
senior living answered
by JAMIE SMITH, CDP,
Director of Marketing &
Sales for Anthology of
Rochester Hills
Senior Living

Healthy Habits Health Fair
Take small steps to a better 2020!
Drop by our Healthy Habits Health Fair to meet local
medical professionals and learn how to create your own
path to a healthier mind, body and spirit.

JANUARY 24 / 10 AM- 2 PM
ANTHOLOGY OF ROCHESTER HILLS
1775 S Rochester Rd. / Rochester Hills, MI

For MORE INFORMATION or to REGISTER
CALL: 248-266-2959

EMAIL: Info-RochesterHills@anthologyseniorliving.com
AnthologySeniorLiving.com

Dear Jamie,
I am beginning
to look into senior living for my
mom. I’m confused as to what
Medicare and her insurance
will cover. I need to have a
better idea of what it is going to
cost my mom as her needs
change.
This is a good question, one
that I am asked at least once a
week. Under the “Senior Living”
umbrella there are different
options. Depending on the care
that is needed, this can range from
in home care to nursing home
care.
Typically, Medicare and health
insurance will only pay for shortterm stay in a skilled nursing or
rehabilitation facility (after being
discharged from the hospital/after
a surgery). It will also cover some
in-home care and therapy such as
physical or occupational therapy
or visits by a home health nurse.
Medicare and Insurance does
not cover the costs of living in an
assisted living/memory care
community. The exception to this
would be if your mom has a longterm care policy, this could help
pay a set daily rate for mom’s care

needs. In addition to long termcare insurance, some Veterans
and their spouses may qualify for
additional funds through Aid &
Attendance to help pay for their
care needs. There are a lot of local
veteran support centers that can
help you decipher if your loved
one qualifies for this benefit or
not.
According
to
Genworth
Financial, the average cost of
assisted living in 2018 was $4,000
per month, or $48,000 annually.
This range can vary depending on
the type of community, amenities
and care needs of the individual.
As of 2019 in the Rochester Hills
area, I have found that you can
expect to pay anywhere from
$4200 - $8200 per month for
assisted living.
I know that all of this can seem
overwhelming. Remember, you
are not alone – there are a lot of
companies and individuals who
can help you navigate the senior
living options for your mom,
myself included. Please feel free to
call or email me anytime, I am
more than happy to help you and
your mom out.
If you have a question you
would like answered, email
JeSmith@AnthologySeniorLiving.com
or call 248-266-7680.
Anthology of Rochester Hills
is located at 1775 S. Rochester
Road.
Learn
more
at
AnthologySeniorLiving.com/.

Oakland Works! honors county
workforce leaders
Oakland County Michigan
Works! recognized a local
manufacturer, state legislator, and
local non-profit agency for their
efforts in supporting the growth of
the county’s workforce in 2019.
The honorees are Barron
Industries of Oxford, State Sen.
Rosemary Bayer of Beverly Hills,
and Goodwill Industries of Greater
Detroit. The presentation took
place December 5 at a meeting of
the Oakland County Workforce
Development Board.
Barron Industries of Oxford, a
manufacturer of engineered metal
components for applications
across the globe, was selected as
Business of the Year. The
company
engaged
Oakland
County Michigan Works! in 2018 to
help it fill skilled trades openings.
Bayer, who represents the 12th
House District, was selected as
Legislator of the Year for her
continued
support
and
engagement with the Oakland
County Michigan Works! team,

Llewellyn said. This included
visiting agency offices to learn
about their programs and services
and engage with staff members
and job seekers. She also has
included
Oakland
County
Michigan Works! in town hall
events. Bayer has supported
many state-funded workforce
development initiatives.
“I’m honored and simply
thrilled to receive this award from
Oakland County Michigan Works!”
Bayer said. “I’m immensely
impressed with all that this
organization does for our
residents and businesses. It’s been
a pleasure and privilege to work
with them and support workforce
development in Oakland County.”
Goodwill Industries of Greater
Detroit was selected as Partner of
the Year for its leadership and the
effective transition of the
Michigan Works! office in Pontiac,
as well as consolidation of the
Novi and Highland offices.
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SERVICES

VOLUNTEER

WINDOW CLEANING
LEAVES IN GUTTERS
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
TOM MICOLI
313-656-9402

Forgotten Harvest is a non-profit organization that collects surplus food and redistributes it to local charities, providing families
in the metro-Detroit area with fresh and
nutritious food.

2/6

ADOPT A PET
Marleen

HELP WANTED
Rochester & Rochester Hills
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Drapery Manufacturing workroom has
immediate full time and part time openings.
Must have sewing machine experience.
Call 248-307-1090.
2/4
Live-in weekend house keeper needed. Call
248-475-0976 or 248-464-1950.
1/1

Publisher

Mark Nicholson
Editor-in-Chief

Andrew Neal
Editorial Contributors

Suzanne Angeo
Greg Angeo
Cynthia Kmett
Amy Fortune
Advertising

GUITAR
LESSONS
Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio
experience (references available). Great
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all
skill level and musical interests. Lessons
taught at office studio in Troy.
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off
your first lesson!

REAL ESTATE
Realtors Wanted
Please visit
paquetterealty.com
586.443.0125

Pam Brown
Production

Not only do their efforts benefit those in
need in the community who need it most,
they also help reduce food waste in the
area by collecting large quantities of food
from restaurants, wholesalers, and
caterers.
Forgotten Harvest is always in need of
monetary donations and volunteers.
Visit ForgottenHarvest.org for more
information on how to donate your
time, energy, and efforts to this worthy
cause.

Gloria

ADOPT A PET
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet
Adoption Center have some wonderful
dogs and cats waiting for someone to
come rescue them! All of their dogs are current on age appropriate shots, microchip,
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are
up to date as well! If interested, please contact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E,
in Pontiac.

Liam

Janice

Advertising Sales Account Manager
We're looking for an Advertising Account Manager

2/2

FOR SALE

AJ White

If you are interested, please call our office to
schedule an interview and learn more about the
position - 248-524-4868.

Beautiful coffee table w/glass top. End table
and desk. Good prices. 248-961-1638.

Circulation

1/1

Melissa Leung
Alex Neal

GET YOUR GAZETTE
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes two
local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area.
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly
newspapers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read
past issues and to find the nearest pick-up location.
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. Email
News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions.

Womens business pant suits - size 12. Mens
suits & sports coats - size 42 long. Mens
shoes - size 10 narrow. All gently used. 248770-8603
1/1

DISPLAY ADVERTISING:
248-524-4868

Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com
TO SUBMIT EDITORIAL:

News@GazetteMediaGroup.com
248-524-4868
6966 Crooks Road Suite 22
Troy, MI 48098

Place Your Classified Here

Two Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in both Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach readers
in Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, and surrounding communities.
Novenas Available
for $17 per week

1 Paper

2 Papers

15 Words

$12

$20

Each Additional
Word

25¢ per
word

50¢ per
word

GetYourGazette.com
@RRHGazette

@RRHGazette
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To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com
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Christmas from a Muslim perspective
By Imam Shamshad Nasir
With
Christmas
fast
approaching, I feel that it is an
opportunity to write about the
Ahmadiyya Muslim community’s
beliefs and views about Christmas
and its related celebrations.
Muslims do not celebrate
Christmas. Many people know this
but they don’t know why. If Jesus
(peace be upon him) is so revered
in Islam, why don’t we celebrate
his birthday?
It is necessary to point out
that Jesus Christ and his mother
Hazrat Maryam (Mary) are
revered highly by Muslims. The
Holy Quran mentions the name of
Jesus 25 times and that of Hazrat
Maryam 34 times. In fact, a whole
chapter in the Quran has been
dedicated to Hazrat Maryam
(Surah Marium, Ch 19) which
gives a detailed account of the
birth of Jesus.
As
far
as
celebrating
Christmas as the birthday of Jesus
is concerned, we the Ahmadiyya
Muslim community, do not
celebrate it, just as we do not
celebrate the birthdays of any
other prophet. We believe that
following and adopting the
prophet’s teachings as a way of
life amounts to a celebration of his
birth.
To quote an example from the
Gospel, Jesus Christ preached
non-violence to his followers. He
said if someone slaps you on one
cheek, do not retaliate violently,
but to turn the other cheek
towards the attacker (Matthew
5:39). If this policy of non-violence
and humbleness was strictly
adhered to by the followers of
Jesus, surely peace would reign on
Earth.
The other question that needs
to be addressed regarding
Christmas is whether the 25th of
December is the actual date of
birth of Jesus. According to the
Bible, when Jesus was born,
shepherds slept outside in the
open to tend to their sheep and
date palms were in fruit. When the
baby, Jesus was born, Hazrat
Maryam shook a date palm tree
and ate the dates that fell down.
She drank water from a nearby
stream. It was the season of the
ripening of dates, probably
around August or September. Both
the Quran and the Bible (New
Testament, Luke 2:7-8.) give
evidence of the actual time of
Jesus’ birth as Fall rather than
Winter. Winters, and especially
winter nights in Bethlehem are too
cold to sleep in the open.
Christians themselves are
unsure of the actual date of the
birth of Jesus. The consensus was
to adopt the date of the ancient
rituals related to the Winter
Solstice, as the day of his birth
(Encyclopedia Britannica, 15th

ed., vol.v, pp642, 642 A). When the
authenticity of the date of an
event is doubtful, how can it form
the basis of a celebration
reflecting Christian faith and
beliefs?
And last but not the least, the
Christmas spirit has become a
business and marketing venture
leading to wasteful expenditure
and activities that negate the
spirit
and
teachings
of
Christianity. Christmas these days
has been all about getting, and not
giving. Children expect adults to
give them expensive gifts, rather
than being content with what they
have.
To learn more about the
Ahmadiyya Community Center in
Rochester Hills call 909-636-8332.

Helping local kids pay their breakfast and lunch tab, an Ugly Sweater party was held in downtown
Rochester this week as Paula Rea Johnston (front and center) and her team embrace the Christmas spirit.
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