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Founder’s Day to be held at Van Hoosen Farm

Slotkin delivers first 
State of the 8th 
District Address 

U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin (MI-08) 
held her first “State of the 8th 
District” event Friday at East 
Lansing High School, where she 
highlighted her legislative 
achievements from her first year 
in Congress, including legislation 
signed into law to combat PFAS 
contamination in Michigan, and 
outlined priorities for the coming 
year, announcing two bills on key 
issues for 8th district families and 
employers. 

Slotkin announced that she 
will be co-leading a piece of 
legislation in the House called the 
Insulin Price Reduction Act, which 
would lower the price of leading 
insulins back down to 2006 levels.  

Slotkin also announced the 
introduction of her new border 
security bill, the INTEL at Our 
Border Act, which would require 
the Department of Homeland 
Security to create a 
comprehensive strategy for 
identifying, deploying, and 
integrating emerging 
technologies, such as surveillance 
technology, 3-D modeling, radar, 
and laser scanning technology for 
detecting underground tunnels. 
As a Member of the House 
Committee on Homeland Security, 
Slotkin has made a point of 
prioritizing border related issues, 
visiting both the Northern Border 
and the Southern Border. 

Protesters were also on hand 
at the State of the 8th Address.  

You can view the full 
address at 
Wlns.com/news/michigan/slotk
in-to-hold-state-of-the-district-
town-hall/.

The Rochester Historical 
Commission will celebrate 
Founder’s Day that 
commemorates the arrival of 
James Graham with his sons on 
March 17, 1817 to the area we now 
know as Rochester, Michigan. 
They were pioneer settlers who 
established Rochester as the first 
settlement in Oakland County. The 
celebration will take place on 
Sunday, March 15 at 2 p.m. in the 
Calf Barn at the Rochester Hills 
Museum at Van Hoosen Farm. 
Admission is free and delicious 

refreshments will be provided. 
Author and Historian Kenneth 

Schramm will be discussing, “A 
ride on the Detroit United Railway 
(DUR) interurban through 
Rochester”. We will take a 
nostalgic ride back on the DUR 
interurban system that once 
operated throughout 
Southeastern Michigan. The full 
history of the DUR from 
development, construction and 
operation from the 1890’s through 
its demise in the 1930’s will be 
explained. In addition, there will 

be traditional Irish dances 
performed by the Shannon Irish 
Dance Academy of Rochester 
Hills.  

The Rochester Hills Museum is 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and is located at 
1005 Van Hoosen Road, off 
Tienken Road between Rochester 
and Dequindre Roads. 

Register at 
Rochesterhills.org/musprograms  
or call 248-656-4663.  

THE CAST OF “WORKING” including Kim Rachelle Harris (standing) will be performing at Meadow Brook 
Theatre now through March 8. Reviewers Greg and Suzanne Angeo called the musical “timeless” adding 
“director Travis Walter manages to find a common thread through the incandescent energy of the multi-
talented ensemble cast.” Read the full review on page 4. Photo courtesy of Meadow Brook Theatre

FREE TICKET

LAKE ORION HOME SHOW
FEB 29-MARCH 1

SATURDAY 10am-6pm & SUNDAY 11am-4pm

Canterbury Village
2369 Joslyn Court, Lake Orion  
MichiganHomeShows.com

OU makes 
appeal to 
legislature to 
fix funding 
inequities

In an appeal to galvanize 
support for the state’s public 
university students, last week 
Oakland University President Ora 
Hirsch Pescovitz unveiled “Strive 
for 45: Invest in Student Success.”    

The campaign aims to achieve 
greater funding equity for state 
universities, with additional funds 
to go directly to reduce student 
debt and increase graduation 
rates while making inroads to 
improve accessibility to higher 
education. 

“Instead of considering 
funding to higher education as an 
expenditure, we need to recognize 
that higher education is an 
investment in our students — an 
investment that pays dividends as 
measured by the health of our 
citizens and the health of our 
economy,” said President 
Pescovitz. 

“Higher education needs both 
more funding and a more 
equitable funding model,” she 
said. 

In the last two decades, 
funding discrepancies among the 

President Pescovitz 
announces Strive for 45 
campaign

See STRIVE FOR 45, Page 3
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Bouchard appointed to working group on presidential commission

248-619-6692
visit us at: steponbustours.com email: steponbustours@gmail.com

NEW DEPARTURE LOCATIONS: Walmart: Mound @ M-59, Sterling Heights
and Lowes on 12 Mile just west @ John R, Madison Heights 

February 27  - Firekeepers Casino 
    $35 pp

March 13 - Dance Theatre of Harlem  
                    $115 pp 

March 15 - St. Patrick’s Day – Parade 
Included. $75/pp 

April 15 - Vera Bradley $85 pp ALMOST FULL  

April 17 - Bingo Mania $45 pp 
                   DON'T WAIT. TRIP FILLS FAST 
April 21 - Kiss Me I'm Russian $68 pp

April 30 - May 3 - Parade of Nations. 
 Beachfront $940pp

 

May 5 - Cinco de Mayo - Explore Mexican 
culture and Cuisine. $70 pp 

May 11-16 - The Ark Encounter $665 pp

 

            

10 person minimum per departure 

May 7 - Tulip Festival - Trip to Holland 
              to enjoy the annual Tulip Festival. 
              Lunch Included.  $90 pp

June 4  - Bay City and Pinconnin $85 pp 

June 7  - Historic Detroit French River 
Cruise  $75 pp MUST REGISTER 
BY 3/31 ONLY. 

June 8-12 - Mackinac Island and Sault 
 Sainte Marie $585/pp/Dbl occ.
June 9  - Blues Brothers at Bavarian Inn 
                $99 pp

June 22  - Fireworks Galore, Detroit 
 $159 pp 15 SEATS REMAINING 
 ON BOAT FROM WYANDOTTE 

June 27  - Hot Air Balloons $75 pp 

June 30  - Wineries & Hills of Ohio 
 $90 pp 

May 20 - 22 - Baltimore & the Missal 
     Touched by St. Francis 
    $325 pp dbl occ. $385 single

Join US!

Oakland County Executive 
David Coulter and four partner 
organizations announced plans to 
assist about 19,000 county 
residents maintain their Medicaid 
Healthy Michigan Plan coverage 
while complying with the 
requirements of a new state law. 

Coulter, joined by 
representatives from Honor 
Community Health, OLHSA, 
Oakland County Michigan Works! 
and the Oakland County Health 
Division, said about 19,000 county 
residents could be at risk. He said 
a community event is set for 
February 27 at the Oakland 
County Michigan Works! Pontiac 
Service Center, 1850 N. Perry St. in 
Pontiac to help current Medicaid 
Healthy Michigan Plan recipients 
understand the new law and its 
requirements. 

“Access to health care 
coverage is vital to the welfare of 
our residents,” Coulter said. “It is 
important we take the necessary 
steps to help residents protect 
themselves and their benefits and 
help them understand the 
requirements of the new law.” 

Coulter’s comments were 
made during a press conference 
Wednesday at the Pontiac center. 

Beginning January 1, Michigan 
law requires some recipients who 
have Medicaid Healthy Michigan 
Plan coverage spend at least 80 
hours a month either working, 
attending school or performing 
other activities such as a job 
search. A report is then made to 
the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

Those who don’t perform the 80 
hours risk losing their coverage. 

“We want to make sure that 
people understand the new 
Healthy Michigan Plan work 
requirements and exemptions as 
well as the required monthly 
reporting,” said Honor 
Community Health CEO Deb 
Brinson. “It's critical for enrollees 
to know that Honor Community 
Health have staff and resources to 
help them navigate these new 
changes to ensure that their 
health care coverage continues 
without disruption.” 

Jennifer Llewellyn, manager of 
workforce development for 
Oakland County, said access to 
health care is an important 
element of workforce 
development. 

“We are all more productive 
when we are healthy,” Llewellyn 
said. “We are committed to 
supporting the community and 
helping them access health 
insurance benefits, regardless of 
whether that is through an 
employer or the Healthy Michigan 
Plan. I hope that Healthy Michigan 
Plan enrollees who need to meet 
work requirements will visit one of 
our Oakland County Michigan 
Works! locations for assistance.” 

The February 27 event runs 
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Onsite 
staff and professionals from four 
health care organizations – 
Molina, HAP Empowered, United 
Healthcare Community Plan and 
Total Healthcare will be available 
to counsel and assist Medicaid 
Healthy Michigan Plan recipients 

regarding the new requirements. 
The law and who it affects are 

spelled out in detail at 
HealthyMichiganPlan.org. 

Access to health care is a 
priority for Coulter. Earlier this 
month, he announced the 
formation of Oakland Health360 to 
close a major gap in the county 
health system. 

Through a partnership with 
Honor Community Health, 
Department of Health & Human 
Services clinics in Pontiac and 
Southfield will offer 
comprehensive, integrated health 
care. Within 90 days of board 
approval, services will include 
general primary care, family 
planning services and dental care. 
When complete, the partnership 
will include mental and behavioral 
health services and a partnership 
with Oakland Livingston Human 
Service Agency to ensure 
residents have access to 
insurance coverage, Head Start 
early childhood education, 
prescription drug assistance and 
emergency services such as 
energy, food and housing 
assistance. 

“If you come in one of our 
doors to have your child 
immunized or receive a lead 
screening, I want you to be able to 
have a cancer or diabetes 
screening, talk to a mental health 
professional, get assistance with 
prescription drug costs, have a 
dental checkup and receive 
primary care,” Coulter said.

Executive Coulter announces community event to help 
19,000 residents keep Medicaid

Consumers Energy commits to net 
zero carbon emissions

Consumers Energy this week 
announced a goal to achieve net 
zero carbon emissions by 2040. 

“Consumers Energy is proud 
to take a stand for Michigan and 
for the planet. We are committed 
to take actions that eliminate our 
carbon footprint and do our part 
to combat climate change,” said 
Patti Poppe, Consumers Energy’s 
president and chief executive 
officer. “Our Clean Energy Plan 
already is focused on protecting 
the planet, and our net zero 
pledge takes that commitment to 
the next level.” 

Consumers Energy ushered in 
a new era with its 2019 Clean 
Energy Plan, a road map to meet 
Michigan’s energy needs through 
2040. The energy provider 
committed to reduce 90 percent of 
the carbon emissions it generates 
by eliminating the use of coal and 
working with customers to use 
energy more efficiently. 
Consumers Energy expects to 
avoid the need to build three new 
power plants with customers’ 
help. 

The new net zero goal means 
Consumers Energy will eliminate 

the impact of carbon emissions 
created by the electricity it 
generates or purchases for 
customers. 

“We don’t have all the answers 
yet, but our Clean Energy Plan is a 
great start,” Poppe said. “We have 
the know-how and the time to 
continue innovating and creating 
to solve this problem.” 

The company’s Clean Energy 
Plan provides the foundation. 
Consumers Energy plans to 
eliminate coal, boost renewable 
fuel sources and help customers 
reduce energy use and waste. 

The company also may offset 
further emissions through 
strategies such as carbon 
sequestration, landfill methane 
capture or large-scale tree 
planting. And it will continue to 
explore new technology and 
policy solutions to reach the net 
zero goal. 

“We often say that no one can 
do everything, but everyone can 
do something,” Poppe said.  

Learn more about 
Consumers Energy’s Clean 
Energy Plan at 
MICleanEnergy.com.

Sheriff Michael J. Bouchard 
has been appointed to the 
working group on ‘Respect for 
Law Enforcement and the Rule of 
Law’ as part of the Presidential 
Commission on Law Enforcement 
and the Administration of Justice, 
which was announced by the 
Department of Justice at the end 
of January 2020. 

The Presidential Commission 
on Law Enforcement and the 
Administration of Justice is the 
first commission on law 
enforcement since President 
Lyndon B. Johnson’s 
Administration. This Commission 
will study crime on two fronts – 
how it can be reduced as well as 
how to boost the public’s 
confidence in law enforcement. 

Some of the topics to be 
explored by the working groups 
include Police Officer Health, 
Social Problems Impacting Public 
Safety, Reduction of Crime, Re-
Entry Programs and Initiatives, 

Respect for Law Enforcement and 
the Rule of Law, Law Enforcement 
Recruitment and Training, Rural 
and Tribal Law Enforcement, 
Grant Programs, Technology, 
Business and Community 
Development, Criminal Justice 
System Personnel Intersection, 
Victim Services, Data and 
Reporting, and Juvenile 
Delinquency and Youth Crime. 

Subject Matter Experts, 
including Sheriff Bouchard, have 
been appointed to develop 
recommendations on these 
various topics which will be 
reported to the Commission for 
final review and publication. This 
is the first time in over 50 years 
that law enforcement has been 
examined from all angles and 
viewpoints. 

“I am honored to serve as a 
member of the workgroup on 
‘Respect for Law Enforcement and 
the Rule of Law’,” said Sheriff 
Bouchard. “Law enforcement 

cannot succeed without the 
public’s involvement, trust, and 
respect. I have spent my life 
connecting law enforcement to 
the community it serves and look 
forward to sharing my ideas with 
the Commission on how we can 
enhance faith in this noble 
profession. The women and men 
who serve this calling are second 
to none and I am proud to serve 
alongside of them.” 

Sheriff Bouchard was named 
National Sheriff of the Year in 2016 
by the National Sheriffs’ 
Association, the only Michigan 
Sheriff to have ever receive this 
honor. Additionally, in 2019, 
Sheriff Bouchard was among the 
first ever named ‘Master Sheriff’ 
by the Michigan Sheriffs’ 
Association as well. 

The final report by the 
Commission is projected to be 
published in Fall 2020.



state’s 15 public universities have 
grown wider, making the annual 
state funding allocation more and 
more unfair, said Pescovitz, who 
noted Oakland is the lowest-
funded, yet one of the 
fastest-growing universities in 
Michigan.  

“Strive for 45” appeals to 
legislators, the governor and 
Michigan’s business, civic and 
philanthropic leadership to 
establish a floor funding of $4,500 
per student as the first step in 
addressing a broader inequity in 
higher education funding. 

Currently, Oakland receives 
$3,069 per student, and is last in 
state funding. At the top of the list 
is a state university that receives 
$9,000 per student. Oakland is also 
far below the 15-state university 
average of $5,546 per student. 

State support for higher 
education has declined to the 
point where spending in Michigan 
comprises only 4 percent of state 
expenditures, compared to a 50-
state average of 10 percent, which 
ranks Michigan 46th, according to 
the National Association of State 
Budget Officers report from fiscal 
years 2017-2019. 

In addition to Oakland 
University, other institutions to 
benefit from an increase in floor 
funding include Grand Valley State 
University, University of Michigan-
Flint, University of 
Michigan-Dearborn, and Saginaw 
Valley State University, all of 
which currently receive less than 
$4,500 per student. 

Setting the floor funding at 

$4,500, said President Pescovitz, 
should not come at the expense, 
nor diminish the financial 
condition of the state’s other 
public universities that make 
important contributions to the 
educational, cultural and 
economic development of 
Michigan. 

There is historical precedence 
for a funding floor in education. In 
1999, the state legislature 
established a funding floor of 
$4,500 for state universities. Also 
in the 1990s, the state recognized 
the need for K-12 floor funding, 
and over time, has changed the 
model to level the playing field by 
providing more equitable support 
for K-12 students throughout the 
state’s school districts.  

In addition to addressing 
student debt, additional monies 
from raising the funding floor 
would be used to increase need-
based financial aid and 
scholarships, add faculty and 
adviser positions and improve the 
student-to-faculty ratio, upgrade 
classrooms, and increase student 
employment and research 
initiatives. 

During his State of the County 
address, Oakland County 
Executive Dave Coulter 
announced the higher educational 
initiative, “Oakland 80.” As the 
largest state university and 
transfer destination in the region, 
Coulter noted Oakland will be 
playing a major role in achieving 
the goal of having 80 percent of 
adults in Oakland County with a 
post-secondary degree by 2030.
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Strive for 45 campaign takes 
focus on higher education funding
STRIVE FOR 45 from page 1

“Hypertension Prevention & Management” event
The Rochester Hills Public 

Library and Ascension Providence 
Rochester Hospital will present 
“Hypertension Prevention & 
Management” with Dr. Salieha 
Zaheer on March 12, 7-8:30 p.m. in 
the library’s Multipurpose Room. 

Dr. Zaheer is a family medicine 
resident at Ascension Providence 
Rochester Hospital and at Wayne 

State University. She will discuss 
the causes and symptoms of 
hypertension, as well as the ways 
to prevent and treat the disease. 

This program is open to 
RHPL cardholders. To register, 
visit calendar.rhpl.org or call 
248-656-2900.
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redboxNOW IN 
THEATERS

THE CALL OF THE 
WILD 

PG, Adventure 

#CATS_THE_MEWVIE 
TV-14, Documentary 

 

VIKINGS 
TV-MA, Drama/Historical 

 

FORD V FERRARI 
PG-13, Action 

 

TROOP ZERO 
PG, Drama/Comedy 

 

TAME IMPALA 
The Slow Rush

PLAY REVIEW: The extraordinary dreams of ordinary people
REVIEWED BY Suzanne Angeo 
(member, American Theatre 
Critics Association; Member 
Emeritus, San Francisco Bay Area 
Theatre Critics Circle), and Greg 
Angeo (Member Emeritus, San 
Francisco Bay Area Theatre 
Critics Circle) 

You may just see yourself, or 
recognize someone you know, 
working onstage at Meadow Brook 
Theatre. 

“Working” is an enduringly 
likeable musical based on Studs 
Terkel’s 1974 book Working: 
People Talk About What They Do 
All Day and How They Feel About 
What They Do.  A celebrated radio 
personality from the 1950s 
through the 1990s, Pulitzer Prize-
winning author and oral historian, 
Terkel interviewed dozens of 
ordinary people all over the 
country from all walks of life for 
his book, which offers insight into 
the often-overlooked “everyday 
American”.  

A few years later, in 1977, 
Working was adapted for the 
musical stage, with the book by 
noted American composer 
Stephen Schwartz (“Godspell”, 
“Pippin”, “Wicked”) and 
writer/director Nina Faso (“Rocky 
Horror Show”, “Godspell”). Based 
on the stories of real people and 
their jobs, it moves through a 
series of 14 short vignettes 
revealing the deeply personal 
feelings people have about their 
means of livelihood. It also 
celebrates the joy of meaningful 

work, although that joy is dished 
out in small portions. 

It premiered in Chicago in 
December 1977, then on to 
Broadway in May 1978 where it 
garnered several Tony 
nominations and two Drama Desk 
awards. It had multiple revisions 
over the years, gaining 
contributions by many popular 
songwriters like James Taylor and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda. The version 
presented at Meadow Brook is the 
2012 revision which has six main 
performers – three women (Emily 
Hadick, Yemie Sonuga, Kim 
Rachelle Harris) and three men 

(Cory Cunningham, Gregory 
Rodriguez, Ron Williams). Their 
characters have no names other 
than number designations 
(Woman 1, Man 3, etc). Rounding 
out the cast are Katie Akers and 
Tyler Bolda, identified simply as 
Ensemble.  

“Working” is a nice tribute to 
the working class - the “salt of the 
earth”. They share their views on 
the meaning of life and work, from 
the mundane to the profound. 
“Brother Trucker” by James 
Taylor is a folksy, funky number, 
performed by Cory Cunningham, 
that stays in your head long after 

the show is over. “Delivery” by 
Lin-Manuel Miranda has a lively, 
Latin-pop beat. Fine vocals by 
Gregory Rodriguez and company 
make this one of the best songs in 
the show.  

Craig Carnelia’s “Just a 
Housewife”, is a stark reminder 
that after all these years, being a 
stay-at-home mom is still a 
thankless job. It’s performed with 
great feeling by the amazing Yemie 
Sonuga and the three other ladies 
in the cast. Yet another highlight 
is “It’s an Art”, where a waitress 
(played with sassy sparkle by Kim 
Rachelle Harris) shares her trade 

secrets for providing top-notch 
service. Another notable story-
song by James Taylor is 
“Millwork”, featuring Emily Hadick 
and the other ladies. 

“Joe” is arguably the most 
touching number by Carnelia. In a 
powerfully poignant turn by Ron 
Williams, a retired elderly 
gentleman finds himself trying to 
fill his too-long days, struggling to 
stay relevant to his shrinking 
world, and ultimately failing. 

Even though the musical 
numbers and individual stories 
have no real connection to each 
other, director Travis Walter 
manages to find a common thread 
through the incandescent energy 
of the multi-talented ensemble 
cast. Starting off as a single unit, 
they break off into their individual 
characters, then merge once again 
to sing the anthems of the 
American worker with one voice. 

This musical was created over 
40 years ago, before the internet, 
computers and social media 
transformed the workplace. But 
despite some dated material, the 
central message of “Working” is 
timeless and underscores the 
sometime uncomfortable truth: 
Work can define who you are and 
your place in society, for good or 
bad, and the lack of it can make 
you feel isolated, useless and 
irrelevant. But work can also 
inspire you to dream of a better 
life. 

Photo courtesy of Meadow Brook Theatre
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Laugh along with Avon Players’ Lend Me a Tenor
Metro Detroit audiences will 

get a humorous view of world of 
opera as Avon Players presents 
the classic farce Lend Me a Tenor, 
running March 6-21.   

Henry Saunders (Joe Colosi), 
the general manager of a 
Midwestern opera company, is 
primed to welcome the world-
famous Tito Morelli (Jonathan 
Farrell) for his one-night-only 
appearance as Pagliacci.  The star 
arrives late and is accidentally 
given a double dose of 
tranquilizers, leaving him 
seemingly incapacitated.  In a 
frantic attempt to salvage the 
evening, Saunders persuades his 
assistant Max (Nick Frederick)—
himself a gifted tenor—to don 
Morelli’s costume and go on for 
him.  The plan is working fine until 

Morelli wakes up. Throw in an 
ambitious female co-star (Erica 
Gunaca), a fiery Italian wife 
(Johannah Steinbrecher-Booker), 
a giddy girlfriend (Kimme 
Suchyta), the flirty head of the 
opera guild (Joy Oetjens), and a 
meddling bellhop (Bodi Johnson), 
and the results are classic farce. 

Lend Me a Tenor debuted on 

Broadway in 1989 and starred 
Philip Bosco as Saunders (a role 
that earned him a Tony Award for 
Best Actor) as well as Victor 
Garber as Max and Tovah 
Feldshuh as Maria.  The play was 
the Broadway debut of playwright 
Ken Ludwig and earned the praise 
of New York Times critic Frank 
Rich, who called it “one of the two 

great farces by a living writer.”  
Ludwig went on to write many 
works including Moon Over 
Buffalo and the book for the 
musical Crazy for You.  The 2010 
Broadway revival of Lend Me a 
Tenor was directed by Stanley 
Tucci and starred Tony Shalhoub 
as Saunders. 

Director Deirdre Ward-Beck 
says of the play’s appeal "Lend Me 
a Tenor is a perfect example of a 
farce, with rapid-fire jokes, 
mistaken identities and, of course, 
slamming doors.  The audience 
will stay laughing while wondering 
how these characters can 
possibly resolve all the 
confusion."  As an added bonus, 
Ward-Beck cites the fact that 
members of the cast get to 
demonstrate some other gifts 
beyond comedy.  "The Avon 
audience will not only love the 
cast’s comedic talent, but will be 
impressed by their singing as 
well." 

Tickets for all shows are 
$18.  Call 248-608-9077 for 
tickets or order online at 
Avonplayers.org/.  

The Rochester Community 
Concert Band will present their 
“Symphonic Sounds” concert on 
Tuesday, March 3, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Stoney Creek High School 
Auditorium. The concert is open 
to the public and admission is 
free.  

Donations are gratefully 
accepted. Music of Brahms, 
Mozart, Williams, Hanson, 
Respighi, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, Thomas, and 
Menken among others will be 

performed.  
The Rochester Community 

Concert Band also welcomes 
organist Daniel Greig, from St. 
Mary of the Hills Catholic Church, 
guest conductor Mr. Matt 
Tignanelli, RCCB Euphonium 
Principal Player and Band 
Director in the Troy School 
District and the Grupi Gjergj 
Kastrioti Dance Group from St. 
Paul's Albanian Catholic Church.  

The 70-member all volunteer 
Rochester Community Concert 

Band is conducted by Paul F. 
DeRubeis and includes adult 
community members and 
advanced high school students 
from greater Rochester and 
Rochester Hills as well as students 
from Macomb Community 
College.  

The RCCB is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit tax-exempt organization; 
donations are accepted and 
greatly appreciated. 

Rochester Community Concert Band free concert

Take the Polar Plunge for Special 
Olympics Michigan

Be a part of the fun in Oakland 
County at the Polar Plunge 
Saturday, February 29 at 313 Pizza 
Bar in Lake Orion. 

Registration is open now at 
PLUNGEMI.com/. Sign up early to 
reserve your spot today, and 
support athletes with intellectual 
disabilities in Oakland County. 

Plunge by yourself or form a 
team and fund raise $75 per 
person to earn a 2020 Polar Plunge 
long sleeve T-shirt: the ultimate 
badge of courage, proudly worn 
by Plungers everywhere. Go 
above and beyond the $75 
threshold to earn more cool 
prizes! All money raised helps 
provide free sports training, 
competition, health screenings, 
and inclusive programs for more 
than 20,000 children and adults 
with intellectual disabilities in 
Michigan. 

On the day of the plunge, 
registration begins at 10 a.m. The 
plunge begins at 12 p.m. where 
participants will brave the cold in 

a pool behind 313 Pizza Bar in 
Lake Orion. Awards and an After 
Splash Bash party will begin 
immediately following the last 
plunger. Everyone is welcome to 
attend, and enjoy food, drinks, 
raffles, and music. 

The annual Michigan Law 
Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) 
Polar Plunge is the largest 
fundraiser for Special Olympics 
Michigan (SOMI), raising over $1 
million dollars each year. 

Thirty Polar Plunges are 
scheduled to take place across 
Michigan this winter. A complete 
list of plunges can be found at 
PlungeMI.com/. 

Special Olympics Michigan 
Inc. (SOMI) provides year-round 
sports training and athletic 
competition for 22,777 
participants. Athletes build 
physical fitness, develop self-
confidence and prepare for 
participation in society.
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DETROIT SPRING
HOME & GARDEN SH W

TCF CENTER • DETROIT Presented by

Appearances by national and 
local home improvement 

celebrities including, HGTV's 
"Rehab Addict" Nicole Curtis

(formerly Cobo Center) 1 Washington Blvd. - Hall A  • Detroit, MI 48226

• Demonstrations and free seminars   •   Free antique appraisals
• A variety of Home Makeover contests - New Bathroom, New Kitchen and more!
• A huge artist market featuring art for the home from more than 100 local artists.

!"#$%&"'()*"%+,)-.)/).0"12341
!$5&"'()*"%+,)--)/).0"12641

For tickets and more information visit YourHomeShows.com

LANDSCAPE & HARDSCAPE • DESIGNER DECKS • GATES & FENCES
BRICK PAVERS • OUTDOOR KITCHENS • POOLS & SPAS • PONDS

CUSTOM STONEWORK • WINDOWS & DOORS • FLOWERS
PAINTING & FINISHING • CUSTOM KITCHENS & BATHS

FLOORING • HOME AUTOMATION • BASEMENT REMODELING
ROOFING & SIDING • INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DESIGNERS

GARAGE SOLUTIONS • HVAC • & MUCH MORE!

Tickets just $10  •  On Sale NOW!

VOICES OF TROY 
PODCAST 
Cynthia Kmett 

Troy Gazette City Editor 
On this week’s Voices of Troy 

podcast, Gazette Editor in Chief 
Andrew Neal interviews Cynthia 
Kmett, longtime editor of the Troy-
Somerset Gazette. 

Kmett started working at the 
Gazette soon after it was 
established by founder and 
publisher Claire Weber in 1980. 
She has had a hand in writing, 
editing, and laying out over 2,000 
newspapers since then. 

On the podcast, Kmett talks 
about how she made her way to 
Troy from Cleveland, the early 
days of working at the Gazette, 
and what residents are concerned 
about these days. 

As the age of social media has 
taken over, Kmett also discusses 
the importance of local 
journalism. 

“The thing that concerns me is 
that people will jump to 
judgement too often,” Kmett said.  

Listen to the interview at 
Anchor.fm/VoicesofTroy or 
wherever you get your podcasts 
by searching "Voices of Troy."

Library to host first 
Low Vision Expo 

The Oakland Talking Book 
Service at the Rochester Hills 
Public Library and the Older 
Persons’ Commission (OPC) have 
partnered to present the first Low 
Vision Expo at the OPC on 
Wednesday, April 22 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

The Expo will feature 
demonstrations on products and 
services for the blind and visually 
impaired and presentations about 
vision and adaptive technology, 
including speakers from Leader 
Dogs for the Blind, the Michigan 
Braille and Talking Book Library, 
and the Greater Detroit Agency for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired, 
along with an expert in mental 
health and low vision. 

Admission to the Low Vision 
Expo is admission. Registration is 
not required. A hot lunch may be 
ordered for a nominal fee by 
calling the OPC at 248-656-1403 
before April 21. 

For more information, visit 
rhpl.org or call 248-650-5681.



SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

4/5 

HOME  
IMPROVEMENT 

Carpets Re-stretched and repaired. Vinyl 
floors repaired too! Lifetime guarantee. 32 
years experience. Great references.  
Call Steve, 248- 909-7486. 

1/13 
HOUSE CLEANING 

Honest and dependable house cleaner. Call 
Sandy at (586) 531-2212. 

1/2 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

 

WANTED WW2 
COLLECTIBLES 

COLLECTOR RESPECTFULLY 
BUYING WW2 COLLECTIBLES 

Medals, Helmets, Weapons, 
Accouterments, Vet Bring Backs, 

NOT RESOLD 
Call or text photo(s) to 248-495-7622 

2/2 

HELP WANTED 

Week-end live in house keeper is needed in 
Rochester Hills area. Please call 248-475-
0976 or 248-464-1950. 

2/2 

VOLUNTEER 
Forgotten Harvest is a non-profit organiza-
tion that collects surplus food and redistrib-
utes it to local charities, providing families 
in the metro-Detroit area with fresh and 
nutritious food. 

Not only do their efforts benefit those in 
need in the community who need it most, 
they also help reduce food waste in the 
area by collecting large quantities of food 
from restaurants, wholesalers, and  
caterers.  
Forgotten Harvest is always in need of 
monetary donations and volunteers.  
Visit ForgottenHarvest.org for more 
information on how to donate your 
time, energy, and efforts to this worthy 
cause.   

 

ADOPT A PET 
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful 
dogs and cats waiting for someone to 
come rescue them! All of their dogs are cur-
rent on age appropriate shots, microchip, 
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are 
up to date as well! If interested, please con-
tact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is 
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, 
in Pontiac.  

Gabe 

ADOPT A PET 

Spade 

Miku 

Shadow

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Place Your Classified Here
Two Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in both Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach readers
in Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, and surrounding communities.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12

2 Papers

$20

50¢ per
word25¢ per

word

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Gazette
Troy-Somerset

Novenas Available 
for $17 per week

Sudoku

CLASSIFIEDS 
February 25, 2020

RECYCLE  
THIS 

PAPER 

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Publisher 
Mark Nicholson 

Editor-in-Chief 
Andrew Neal  

Advertising 

Pam Brown 

Production 

AJ White 

Circulation 
Alex Neal 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING: 
248-524-4868 
Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

TO SUBMIT EDITORIAL: 
News@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

248-524-4868 
6966 Crooks Road Suite 22 

Troy, MI 48098

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

GetYourGazette.com 

@RRHGazette

@RRHGazette

GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes two 
local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly 
newspapers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read 
past issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. Email 
News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 
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FREE Senior Expo 
at the 

5200 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202

Connect with dozens of organizations dedicated
to helping seniors and their families, including: 

Financial Planning • Audiology • Senior Travel • Mobility Solutions 
Home Care • Memory Care • Assisted Living • Independent Living 

Medicare • Veteran’s Benefits • Physical Therapy • & More!

Visit SeniorExpoUSA.com or call 248-524-4868 for more information

Lighted, secured parking is located east of the DIA on John R St., south of Kirby St. and 
north of Warren Ave. Daily parking rate is $7; cash and credit cards are accepted. 

Monday, March 16th • 10am-1pm
Presented by Senior Expo USA

Gold Sponsors

dozens of organizatio

Pre-Register at 
SeniorExpoUSA.com 

for Your Chance 
to WIN a $200 

Walgreen’s 
Gift Card!

Attention Senior Groups & Facilities! FREE Bus Transportation!
Complimentary transportation to the museum for groups of 25 or more seniors 

(55 and older) in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb only. To book, please call 313-833-7883.
One pick up/drop off location per group, restrictions apply. Must be registered to qualify for a bus.

Oakland County Michigan 
Works is actively recruiting team 
members for the 2020 U.S. Census. 

Oakland County census 
officials hope to hire more than 
1,800 workers for a variety of 
temporary positions that run 
through September. The jobs pay 
$22-$24.50 per hour, offer flexible 
scheduling, a weekly paycheck, 
and paid training. 

“The census, which takes 
place every ten years, plays a 
critical role in our state’s 
representation in Congress and 
funding for a variety of federal 
programs for schools, hospitals, 
roads and more,” said Oakland 
County Executive David Coulter. 
“Joining the U.S. Census team in 
Oakland County is a great way to 
earn extra income and make a 
difference in our communities." 

“We want to make sure 
everyone is counted,” he added. 
“Our team is focused on 
communities and neighborhoods 
where census participation has 
been traditionally low.” 

Census workers must be U.S. 
citizens, at least 18 years old, have 
valid social security number, and 
be registered with the U.S. 
Selective Service System (men 
born after Dec. 31, 1959). 

Coulter said the part-time 
census team positions do not 
jeopardize state-approved public 
benefits and workers will be 
considered federal employees and 
qualify for priority access to other 
federal job opportunities. Having 
one’s own transportation is not 
required, but workers must be 
able to canvass their assigned 
communities. Bi-lingual speakers 
– all languages – are needed. 

Jennifer Llewellyn, director of 
Oakland County Michigan Works!, 
said the service center teams have 
already begun helping people 
apply for census positions online. 

But she hopes this large, focused 
event with U.S. Census 
representatives will draw a larger 
number of interested candidates. 

“We’re very excited to be 
working with county and state 
officials to help build the team 
needed to effectively conduct this 
year’s census activities in our 
region,” Llewellyn said. “There are 
a variety of jobs available, ideal 
for college students, homemakers, 
seniors and others looking for 
part-time work at a nice hourly 
wage for a number of months this 
year.” 

Oakland County 
Michigan Works 

offices: 
• Novi: 31186 Beck Road, 

(248) 926-1820 
• Oak Park: 22180 Parklawn 

Street, (248) 691-8437 
• Pontiac: 1850 N. Perry 

Street, (248) 276-1777 
• Southfield: 21415 Civic 

Center Drive, Ste 116, (248) 796-4580 
• Troy: 550 Stephenson 

Highway, Ste 400, (248) 823-5101 
• Waterford: 7500 Highland 

Road, (248) 617-3600 
Those who cannot attend the 

Oakland County Michigan 
Works recruiting event can 
apply online at 
2020census.gov/jobs/.

Oakland County Michigan Works 
recruiting 2020 U.S. Census Team

Rochester Hills Public Library presents “The 
Benefits of Choosing a Vegan Lifestyle”

The Rochester Hills Public 
Library will present “The Benefits 
of Choosing a Vegan Lifestyle” 
with nutritionist Nour Danno on 
March 17, 7-8:30 p.m. in the 
library’s Multipurpose Room. 

Danno studied nutrition and 
physical education at Notre Dame 
University – Louaize and was a 
news anchor, writer, and reporter 
for LBCI TV in Lebanon.  

In 2018, she moved to the 
United States and now shares 
vegan nutrition and workout tips 
with her 306,000 followers on 
Instagram and in speaking 

engagements around Metro 
Detroit. Danno is currently 
working on a book about vegan 
health and animal rights. 

This program is open to RHPL 
cardholders. To register, visit 
calendar.rhpl.org or call 248-656-
2900. 

The Rochester Hills Public 
Library is located at 500 Olde 
Towne Road in Rochester. 

For more information about 
the Rochester Hills Public 
Library’s offerings, visit 
rhpl.org.


