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Time to sell your “junk
in the trunk” in
downtown Rochester
Rochester’s community resale
event, Junk in the Trunk, is back
again this summer. Registration is
now open for the event, which will
be held Saturday, August 17, from
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the Farmers
Market Upper Lot in downtown
Rochester.
“We are really excited to host
Junk in the Trunk once again this
summer,” Rochester Downtown
Development Authority Events
Coordinator Jenna O’Dell said in a
press release. “We have already
received a handful of applications
from Rochester area residents,
crafters, and downtown Rochester
businesses who are looking
forward to the event.”
The resale event will feature a
variety of resale, new, and
handmade items, and Rochester
businesses, area residents, and
handmade crafters are welcome
to sell at Junk in the Trunk.
Parking spaces will be sold on a
first-come, first-serve basis, with a
two space maximum per vendor.
The price for one space is $35,
and two spaces is $50. The
deadline to register is Friday,
August 2. To learn more about the
event or to register visit
Downtownrochestermi.com/junkin-the-trunk/.
The Rochester Downtown
Development Authority (DDA)
hosts a variety of events
throughout the year. Learn more
about their upcoming events,
including the Detroit Foodie Tour
on
July
30,
by
visiting
Downtownrochestermi.com/.
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A GROUP OF OAKLAND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS immersed themselves in history this summer when they
spent 10 days in England as part of a study abroad. Pictured from left: Students Mina Wassef, Victoria
Ochs, Nathan Edwards, Mikayla McCarthy, Alexandra Lillie and Professor Randall Engle (seated) at
Lambeth Palace. The group viewed the original manuscripts of the first authorized translation of the
Bible into English. Read the full story on page 5. Photo courtesy of Oakland University

Community comes together for front porch stories
by ELENA DURNBAUGH
A section of North Castell Ave.
in Rochester was closed off last
Thursday evening while a crowd
of people sat on folding chairs and
on nearby porches listening to Bill
and Tony Lipuma tell stories from
the cheerful front porch of 311 N.
Castell.
Bill Lipuma had the audience
in stitches as he told stories of his
younger years and the beginnings
of Lipuma’s Coney Island, now a
Rochester staple. Tony shared his
memories as well, with City
Manager Nik Banda asking
questions and guiding the
conversation.

The gathering was informal
and familiar, and many people
described listening to the
Lipuma’s tell their stories as
nostalgic.
“It was really nice to hear all
those old stories,” Pete Brady, a
neighbor on North Castell, said
about the evening.
“It’s perfect. You sit on the
front porch. It’s what it’s supposed
to be. It’s a good old
neighborhood,” said Scott Baker,
who lives across the street.
Last Thursday’s event was the
first of the front porch stories in
Rochester, organized by the
Downtown
Development

Authority. This event is part of the
Front Porch Project, a new
initiative in Rochester that
focuses on building the culture of
Rochester through wellness,
community, people, and place.
“We feel there’s a lot of
amazing people here in our town,
but we aren’t celebrating them as
often as we should, and so that’s
where the front porch stories
came from is that we wanted to
not only tell those stories, but to
document them,” Director of the
DDA Kristi Trevarrow said. “We
want to have those memories. We
want to have those so that people
See FRONT PORCH, page 2

by ELENA DURNBAUGH
Rochester Hills Mayor Bryan
Barnett was celebrated at
Oakland University last Thursday
as the newest president of the
U.S. Conference of Mayors. Earlier
this
month,
Barnett
was
inaugurated as America’s Mayor
at the conference’s annual
meeting, held this year in
Honolulu, Hawaii.
Barnett spoke to the Gazette
about his new role and what he
hopes to achieve as mayor and
the president of a national
organization.
“It’s kind of equal parts
exciting and humbling,” Barnett
said. “This is the pinnacle of my
profession – this is the top spot in
the nation for any mayor, and to
have achieved it from a relatively
small city is a tremendous honor
to the hard working members for
the team here in Rochester Hills
and to the success of our
community.”
The U.S. Conference of
Mayors is the official nonpartisan
organization of cities with a
population of 30,000 or more.
Barnett first became involved
with the U.S. Conference of
Mayors when he was elected as
mayor of Rochester Hills in 2006.
“When I first became mayor,
admittedly, there’s no training
wheels with this position,
especially in a city like Rochester
Hills,” he said. “I was running the
day-to-day operations of the city,
See BARNETT, page 2
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Rochester Hills Mayor balances national spotlight with local priorities as “America’s Mayor”
BARNETT, From page 1

just having turned 30 and not
having gone to mayor finishing
school to really understand the
job, and so I looked at sources and
resources that could assist me.”
As part of the conference,
Barnett connected with mayors
from across the country and
learned how to better fill his role.
“I found some best practices,
and I got to steal some ideas,” he
said. “I think it helped our city
improve the quality of life that we
have for our residents – from
watching other people who have
done it, having other people
watch how we do it, and learning
from each other.”
As
president
of
the
conference, Barnett has already
had several opportunities to have
conversations with mayors of
cities from across the country.
He’s also been to the White House
and the U.S. southern border. As
America’s Mayor, Barnett doesn’t
shy away from national issues,
and he believes that local
governments have a role in those
conversations in an increasingly
partisan political environment.
“I think that’s one of the
unique things about mayors is
that it’s truly probably the last

bastion of non-partisanship still
left in America, and I think that
people find that really refreshing,”
he said. “The American public
trusts local government – trusts
mayors
more
than
state
government
and
federal
government. This combination of
the ability to work together,
combined with the fact that the
American people have a high level
of trust, gives us a great
opportunity,
and
really
a
requirement to dive into these
national
topic
and
offer
suggestions
and
encourage
solutions, and maybe be a
different voice that isn’t yelling or
blaming,
but
rather
is
constructive and trying to bring
people together.”
Barnett acknowledged that
wading into national politics could
be divisive and that by
participating
in
national
conversations, local government
could be wrapped up in the
partisanship that “has devoured
federal and state governments.”
He said he knew that his recent
trips to both the southern border
and to the White House would be
controversial no matter what he
did. But for Barnett, the rewards
outweigh the risks.

“So much of the future of
America is in America’s cities. And
we look at, both politically and
where things are happening, much
of it is in these suburban
communities that look like
Rochester Hills… We’re sort of the
laboratories for democracy at a
micro-level,” he said. “I think you
have to, as a mayor, and I have to
as president, be willing to talk
about and encourage continued
bipartisanship.”
Barnett
said
that
his
experience working at the local
level would help him stay above
the fray when confronting national
problems. He pointed to the
cooperation between Democrats
and Republicans on the Rochester
Hills City Council as an example.
“I serve with a city council,
seven members, of which there
are a couple Democrats and a few
Republicans, and we never talk
about it. In fact, I bet 9 ½ out of 10
people in the community would
have no idea if I said ‘Can you pick
out the Republicans from the
Democrats?’ They’d have no clue,”

he said.
In cities, Barnett said he saw
an opportunity for a “trickle-up”
effect change on big issues, where
more often, people would try to
pass laws on a local level first. He
cited changes in minimum wage
laws as an example.
“I think that people are
recognizing the importance of
cities,” he said. “So you see much
more trickle up.. Then I think
you’ve ever seen in the past.”
One of the areas that Barnett is
trying to affect locally is
infrastructure,
especially
autonomous vehicle technology.
Recently, he was the first nonFord-employee to take a ride in a
self-driven car in Detroit.
Barnett
said
he
saw
autonomous vehicles as a way for
more people to be connected, like
the elderly and the disabled.
“My grandma, who is probably
not going to be able to drive for
too much longer, now might have
a way to get around town and
maintain her connectivity with the
community, and the disabled

community… now might have an
opportunity to get to work and
might have more freedom,” he
said. “The idea of autonomous
vehicle technology and what it will
bring to a community is
transformational.”
As technology continues to
develop, Barnett said he wants
Rochester Hills to be at the
forefront for piloting, testing, and
roll-outs.
This November, Barnett will
run for reelection as mayor of
Rochester Hills. Beyond a fourth
term as mayor, his name has been
thrown into the mix for several
other elected offices. Barnett said
that he was interested in looking
at the opportunities for the future,
but that for the moment, he had a
“laser-like” focus on his reelection
and his current roles.
“The future is hopefully bright,
and we’ll see what opportunities
exist there,” Barnett said, “But for
right now, I’m 100% focused on
being the mayor of Rochester Hills
and the president of the
Conference of Mayors.”

Front Porch Stories bring Rochester neighbors together
FRONT PORCH, From page 1

are able to look back because in
Rochester, even though we’re
always thinking about what’s next,
it’s because of our history -- that’s
who we are.”
DDA Marketing Coordinator
Taylor Clayton was excited about
how the event turned out.
“This is the first of the front
porch stories, you know, kind of
our trial run, and we’re really
excited to see all these people
enjoying here,” Clayton said. “For
me, I grew up with Bill and Tony at
Lipuma’s, so I think just hearing
them just talk, you know, at the
beginning of how they got their
business started is fascinating to
me because you don’t think of it,
you know, now that it’s booming
Rochester.”
This year is the 50th
anniversary of Lipuma’s Coney
Island, which made the owners
the perfect people to begin the
Front Porch series. Tony Lipuma
said that despite being nervous at
first, he had a lot of fun speaking
at the event.
“It’s been there a long time,
that little joint,” he said. “This was
a great idea.”
For many, Bill Lipuma’s stories
were a highlight of the night,
leaving Rochester Mayor Rob Ray
with a hard act to follow next
month when he tells stories from
his own front porch.
“At 89-years-young, he just has
a lot more stories than I do, and
frankly, lived through a time
where you could get away with a
lot more,” Ray said. “I have to

imagine Bill is like the archetype
of front porch storytelling. The
mold might have just gotten
broken.”
Ray said the evening captured
something about the spirit of
Rochester.

wonderful. They’re having fun
with people,” Tony Lipuma said.
“It was a fun night, I’m telling you,
it was a fun night, I think people
had a nice time.”
The crowd lingered long after
the stories were over to chat with

“It was a sign of basically
everything that was Rochester, in
terms
of
neighbors
being
neighborly. Certainly enjoying a
beautiful front porch and a good
story to go along with it,” he said.
“I think in more than one way, it
captures the communal aspect of
the City of Rochester.”
After the talk, the Lipuma’s
served hot dogs, and the DDA had
lemonade and cookies for people
who came to the event.
“Look at all the people just
sitting here and relaxing. It’s

friends and neighbors. Tony
Lipuma caught up with old friends
and his 7th grade teacher Gary
Watson.
“This is one community in a
million,” Tony Lipuma said. “You
could
never
find
another
Rochester.”
To see the Lipumas’ front
porch talk, go to Downtown
Rochester’s new Youtube Channel.
Front Porch Stories returns to
Rochester next month on August
22, with Mayor Rob Ray as the
featured speaker.

July 25, 2019

It’s easy to spend $500 when it
belongs to someone else

Rochester Hills
residents are invited to
volunteer in Detroit

The City of Rochester Hills has
announced this year’s Rochester
Hills Stands With Detroit Day. This
volunteer opportunity, scheduled
for Friday, August 9, is for
Rochester Hills employees and
residents to volunteer with Life
Remodeled for their Six Day
Project in Detroit.
Life Remodeled, established
in 2014, is a Detroit non-profit
organization aimed at investing
donations, labor, and supplies into
one Detroit neighborhood each
year. This organization takes on
multiple activities, including home
and school renovations, but its
largest event is the annual Six Day
Project. Each year, Life Remodeled
mobilizes 10,000 volunteers to a
Detroit neighborhood to clean and
beautify 300 blocks in six days.
People can sign up to
volunteer for Rochester Hills
Stands with Detroit Day at
Rochesterhills.org/liferemodeled/.

The Board of Education of the
Rochester Community Schools
approved a tentative agreement
between
the
Rochester
Community Schools Board of
Education and the Rochester
Education
Association
at
Tuesday’s Board meeting.
“We believe that we have
reached an agreement that is the
culmination of collaborative
efforts
to
recognize
and
acknowledge the loving, caring,
and highly skilled educators that
teach and work with our students
every day,” said Chief Human
Resource Officer Elizabeth Davis.
Administrators representing
the District and the Rochester
Education Association/Michigan
Education Association engaged in
negotiations using Interest Based
Bargaining, a process new to the
District. The members, including
Superintendent,
Dr.
Robert
Shaner, received training in
December 2018 on this process,
and bargaining began in January
2019.
“I was really delighted when
Bob and Beth approached us
about
the
Interest
Based
Bargaining process. It really is an

■
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interest-based, problem-solving
model,” said REA President Doug
Hill. “The product presented
tonight was a lot of hard work.
There are fingerprints on the
agreement from just about
everyone who was part of the
team. Together we are a lot
smarter and a lot wiser than we
are individually.”
“I want to thank the district for
going down this road. It’s such an
awesome process,” said Rob Byrd,
REA high school trustee and
Rochester High School math
teacher. “Every day, the kids were
at the forefront of the process. It
was outstanding.”
The teams participated in 19
bargaining sessions and spent
more than 120 hours together.
Additional time was spent in small
committees or pairs to develop
options and language on noneconomic issues.
Following a six-month process,
the teams agreed upon options
that became the final tentative
agreement. The bargaining teams
then took the options and
developed contractual language.
The REA membership ratified the
tentative agreement on June 27.

“This
agreement
is
representative of a change in
culture within the district that I
have witnessed over my seven
years as a Board member. The
cooperation and mutual respect
between the parties grew out of
the culture of collaboration that
we value so highly. It’s amazing. It
really should be held up as a
model for all districts,” said Board
Treasurer Mike Zabat.
The former labor contract
covered the period from Aug. 16,
2013, through June 30, 2019. The
new agreement is a two-year
agreement, from July 1, 2019,
through June 30, 2021.
“The teams have brought
labor relations within our district
to a new level. This is an
outstanding example for our
children and an outstanding
example of the importance of
working toward consensus,” said
Shaner. “We establish consensus
through building deep, meaningful
relationships. Nothing pleased me
more than to see this group of
people become a cohesive team in
front of our community. I am
extremely proud.”

Professional & Technical Openings
Ford Meter Box
Join a stable company and great community. The Ford Meter Box Company, Inc. (www.fordmeterbox.com),
is currently accepting resumes for several different openings at its Wabash, Indiana location.
Project Engineer
3rd Shift Foundry Mechanic

Industrial Engineer
IT/JD Edwards Positions

Please visit our website to learn more about these great opportunities as well as the other openings in our factory.
Resumes may be sent in a standard email attachment or PDF format to opportunities@fordmeterbox.com.
Due to the high volume of resume submissions we are unable to accept office visits, phone calls, or onsite
resume submissions.
Wabash offers a blossoming downtown district, great schools, and a number of recreational clubs and activities.
Learn more at visitwabashcounty.com.
Ford Meter Box is an equal opportunity employer. All employment decisions will be made without regard to race,
color, sex, age, religion, national origin, genetic information, disability or any other status prohibited by law.
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SUSPENDED – A
Rochester
officer was in the
area of 1st and
Walnut
and
observed a vehicle go through the
intersection without stopping at
the stop sign. A traffic stop was
conducted, and the officer made
contact with the driver, a 46-yearold Mt. Clemens man. The male
driver advised the officer he did
not have a valid license, which the
officer confirmed through a
records check. The man was
transported to the Rochester
police department and later
released with a pending court date
for
driving
while
license
suspended.
■
SPEEDING AT THE
WRONG TIME – Just after 1 a.m., a
Rochester officer was in the area
of 4th and Walnut and observed a
vehicle traveling at a high rate of
speed. The officer followed the
vehicle and observed it turn left at
the intersection of Main and
University after the traffic light
had turned red. A traffic stop was
conducted, and the officer made
contact with the driver, a 53-yearold Rochester Hills man. The
officer observed signs the driver
had been drinking and he was
placed through field sobriety
testing. The man failed all offered
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Rochester Schools and Education Association reach agreement

tests and was transported to the
Rochester police department
where he agreed to an offered
breath test, resulting in a .10%
BAC. The driver was held until
sober and released with a pending
court date for operating while
intoxicated.
■ A ROLLING STOP – It was
2:20 a.m. when a Rochester officer
was in the area of 4th and Walnut
and observed a vehicle roll
through the stop sign while
making a left turn onto 4th. The
officer followed the vehicle and
observed it swerve to the right,
driving in between the left and
right lane. A traffic stop was
conducted, and the officer made
contact with the driver, a 26-yearold Rochester Hills man. The
officer observed signs the driver
had been drinking and he was
placed through field sobriety
testing. The man failed all offered
tests and was transported to the
Rochester police department
where he refused an offered
breath test. The officer obtained a
search warrant for the driver’s
blood and the blood draw took
place at Ascension Providence
Rochester hospital. He was held
until sober, charges are pending
the results of the blood test.
■
THAT'S A PRICEY
GROCERY BILL – A Rochester
officer was dispatched to a home
in the 600 block of Wyngate for a
larceny from auto report. The
owner of the vehicle stated
sometime between a four day
period, an unknown person
entered his unlocked vehicle and
stole his credit card. The owner
stated he was alerted by his credit
card company his card had been
used at the Meijer in Rochester
Hills and someone charged
$518.56 to his card. This case has
been turned over to the detective
bureau for further investigation.
Note: If you have any
information
on
the
aforementioned crimes, call the
Rochester Police Department at
248-651-9621 or the OCSO
Rochester Hills Substation at
248-537-3530.
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Arts & Entertainment

NOW IN
THEATERS

HONEYLAND

NR, Documentary/Drama

INGLOURIOUS
BASTERDS

FORGED IN FIRE:
KNIFE OR DEATH

R, Drama/War

Mu s i c

Keynote Sisters Friday, July
26, 7:30 p.m. Classic Lanes,
Rochester Hills
Brock Bouchard Friday, July
26, 8 p.m. Rochester Fraternal
Order of Eagles #2634

redbox

PG, Reality-TV

FiveThirtyEight Politics
Podcast Live Thursday, August
1, 7 p.m. Majestic Theatre, Detroit
Adam Rank Monday, August 5,
7:30 p.m. Mark Ridley's Comedy
Castle, Royal Oak

A r o u nd T o w n

FAMILY

R, Comedy

Terrific Tuesdays in the
Garden - Ladybug Picnic
Tuesday, July 30, 10 a.m.
Rochester Hills Museum at Van
Hoosen Farm
Introduction to Parkour
Tuesday, July 30, 2 p.m.

Quizzo Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Muldoon's, Rochester Hills

Elli’s House Fundraiser
Friday, August 2, 7 p.m. Dream
Dinners Rochester Hills

Vavoom's Saturday, July 27, 10
p.m. Rochester Mills Beer Co.

Loopty Loop Saturday, July 27,
7 a.m. Bloomer Park Mountain
Bike Trail, Rochester Hills

3rd Annual Golf Outing
Friday, August 3, 8 a.m. Pine
Trace Golf Club, Rochester Hills

Jon Bellion Tuesday, July 30, 7
p.m. Meadow Brook
Amphitheatre, Rochester Hills

OPC Classic and Muscle Car
Show Saturday, July 27, 10 a.m.
Rochester

16th Annual Fine Art at the
Village Saturday, August 3, 10
a.m. The Village of Rochester Hills

Jon Rice Wednesday, July 31, 7
p.m. PARK 600, Rochester

Cheers to 1 Year! Free Wine
& Beer Samples - Make &
Take Crafts Saturday, July 27,
10 a.m. Bizzy Buzz Artisan
Market, Rochester

Champagne Vibes Saturday,
July 27, 8 p.m. Buffalo's Anchor
Bar, Rochester Hills

Smells Like Flannel Saturday,
August 3, 9 p.m. Hamlin Pub,
Rochester
Gary Clark Jr. Sunday, August
4, 8 p.m. Meadow Brook
Amphitheatre, Rochester Hills

On Stage

Monday Night Improv
Mondays at 8 p.m. Planet Ant
Theatre, Hamtramck
Comedy of Errors Friday, July
26, 8 p.m. Rochester College
Theatre

Community Shred Day
Saturday, July 27, 11 a.m.
Re/max Defined, Rochester
The Peach Truck Tour
Saturday, July 27, 11:30 a.m.
Bordine Nursery, Rochester Hills
Next Step Archery Saturday,
July 27, 6 p.m. Oakland Township
Parks and Recreation

Library

All events take place at Rochester Hills
Public Library, 500 Olde Towne Rd in
Rochester, unless stated otherwise.
Register at Rhpl.org/.

BROWN SKINNED
GIRL - BEYONCE

THE BOYS

SAINt JHN, WizKid, Blue Ivy

K i ds & T eens

All events take place at Rochester Hills
Public Library unless stated otherwise.
Register at Rhpl.org/.

Summer Reading Program
Sunday, July 28, 9 a.m. Barnes &
Noble, Rochester Hills
Beekeeping Child and
Parent Workshop Wednesday,
July 31, 9 a.m. Oakland University,
Rochester
Music and Me "Incredible
Insects" Wednesday, July 31,
10:15 a.m. The Village of
Rochester Hills

TV-MA, Action/Comedy

Save the date

The Mighty Mighty
Bosstones Saturday, August 17,
Royal Oak Music Theatre

Moonchild Saturday, October 5,
El Club, Detroit
Tegan and Sara Thursday,
October 17, Royal Oak Music
Theatre
To submit an event, email
News@gazettemediagroup.com.
Submissions run in the paper space
permitting. To advertise an event, email
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.

ds...
Gazette Recommen

Friends Book Sale July 25-27
Easy Origami Saturday,
Saturday, July 27, 10 a.m.
Transform a Book into a
Purse Tuesday, July 30, 5:30
p.m.
Learn Camera Phone
Photography Saturday, August
3, 10 a.m.

100%: JULIAN EDELMAN
Narrated by Michael Rapaport and featuring original
conversations with Tom Brady, Snoop Dogg, and Deion
Sanders, the film is a look inside Julian Edelman's journey from
major injury to Super Bowl MVP in 2019. The full-length
documentary details the relationship between the New
England Patriots receiver and his father, Frank Edelman, which
helps the documentary appeal to more than just sports fans.
Available now on Showtime.
- Mark Nicholson, Publisher
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England study abroad captures
‘history in motion’
A group of Oakland University
students immersed themselves in
history this summer when they
spent 10 days in England as part
of a study abroad program. The
course, “Tudors of England,”
focused on the lives of the highly
influential family of monarchs who
ruled England from 1485 to 1603.
“It would be difficult to
overstate the impact of the
Tudors,” said Randall Engle,
course instructor and adjunct
professor in OU’s Religious
Studies program. “They broke
religious ties with Rome, warred
against France and Spain, literally
rebuilt
England,
thus
the
preponderance
of
Tudor
architecture, and paved the way
for the great Elizabethan era
under the last Tudor, Elizabeth I.”
Lasting from 1558 -1603, The
Elizabethan period produced
some of the world’s most
celebrated
literary
figures,
including William Shakespeare.
During their time in London, Engle
and the students attended a
performance of one of The Bard’s
comedies, “The Merry Wives of
Windsor” at the iconic Globe
Theatre,
where
many
of
Shakespear’s plays debuted.
The group also toured the
Tower of London, Windsor Castle,
Buckingham Palace, and Hampton
Court Palace, which, incidentally,
was the architectural inspiration
for OU’s historic landmark
Meadow Brook Hall.
They visited Westminster
Abbey, the final resting place of
famed writers such as Charles
Dickens and Geoffrey Chaucer, as
well as pioneering scientists like
Charles Darwin and Isaac Newton.
The study abroad was
preceded by two weeks of
classroom lectures led by Engle,
who received his Ph.D. in England
and thereafter became an “all-out
Anglophile.”
The
lectures
provided historical context and
prepared students for the
experience of life across the North
Atlantic.
“It sounds dry when reading in
an academic course offering
catalog,” Engle said. “But with this
knowledge in hand, all of England
comes alive – the buildings, the
statues, the portraits, the
topography – it's unforgettable
and endlessly intriguing.”
Perhaps
the
most
unforgettable moment of the trip
was when the group examined the
original manuscripts of the first
authorized translation of the Bible
into English, at Lambeth Palace.
“We could see, in the far-left
column, the Bible in Hebrew, in

the next column, the Septuagint
(Greek translation of the Hebrew),
the next column the Vulgate
(Latin), and then the proposed
English,”
Engle
explained.
“Different scholars would scratch
out proposed language, and initial
their better suggestions. Some
difficult sentences were skipped.
We were examining a work in
progress, one of the world's most
priceless artifacts.”
It was one of many highlights
of the trip for students Mikayla
McCarthy and Mina Wassef.
Wassef described it as
“history in motion,” while
McCarthy marveled at the
exclusivity of the experience. She
noted that the students had to
wait while palace officials vetted
Engle before letting the group
enter the archive.
“They were super serious,”
McCarthy said. “We waited for
about 45 minutes while they made
sure that Dr. Engle was who he
said he was and had the proper
credentials.”
For Wassef, a native of Egypt,
the trip was a perfect blend of the
historical and contemporary. He
enjoyed visiting the British
Museum, which featured exhibits
of ancient Egyptian mummies and
the Rosetta Stone, which helped
scholars decipher the ancient
Egyptian
language
of
hieroglyphics. His favorite part of
the trip was seeing the Trooping
of the Colour, the Queen’s
birthday parade.
“We saw hundreds of soldiers
marching, many of them playing
instruments, as well as all of the
royals we hear about in the news,
including Prince Harry, Meghan,
Kate, Prince William, Prince
Charles, and most importantly,
Queen Elizabeth II,” he said.
Beyond
history
and
pageantry, Wassef said studying
abroad gave him a new
appreciation for people and
cultures.
“I’ve heard many people say
that studying abroad was one of
the best experiences of their lives,
but I never knew how accurate
they were until I experienced it
myself,” he said. “Seeing how
people live in other countries
exposes you to diverse cultures
and opens your eyes to the rest of
the world.”
While “Tudors of England" is
an Honors College course, Engle
also leads a study abroad class
titled "Cross and Crown," which is
open to all students. Both classes
are coordinated through OU’s
Office of International Education.
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DSO Neighborhood Concert Series subscriptions available
The
Detroit
Symphony
Orchestra (DSO) has announced
its 2020 William Davidson
Neighborhood Concert Series.
From January through July 2020,
the series will bring the artistry of
the DSO beyond the walls of
Orchestra
Hall
into
eight
surrounding communities.
Fans can experience the
orchestra, guest conductors, and
guest soloists in Southfield,
Clinton Township, Beverly Hills,
West
Bloomfield,
Plymouth,
Bloomfield Hills, Grosse Pointe,
and Monroe.
Subscription packages are on
sale now, with four-concert
packages
starting
at
$75.
Neighborhood Series subscribers
also
receive
complimentary

FOOD

admission to DSO Chamber
Recitals, which take place in
Detroit
and
surrounding
communities, for the entirety of
the 2019-2020 Season.
Each neighborhood hosts four
performances throughout the
season, with the exception of
Clinton Township and Monroe,
which feature two each.
Two-concert packages for
these
neighborhoods
are
available, as well as four-concert
packages that allow patrons to
add two performances from any
other neighborhood.
Subscriptions
can
be
purchased
online
at
dso.org/neighborhood, by phone
at 313-576-5111, or in-person at the
Max M. and Marjorie S. Fisher

Music Center Box Office (3711
Woodward Ave., Detroit).
Featuring
repertoire
programmed especially for the
neighborhoods, the 2020 season
marks the ninth year of the
William Davidson Neighborhood
Concert Series.
Throughout Detroit and its
surrounding areas, DSO musicians
regularly perform in Chamber
Recitals (free to all Neighborhood
subscribers) and appear at
schools, hospitals, senior living
facilities, places of worship, parks,
and other community gathering
spaces.
Visit dso.org/neighborhood for
complete concert listings.

MUSIC

FUN

FESTIVAL
SEPT 20, 21 & 22 UTICA
www.forkandcorkfestival.com

Main Stage Sponsor

Community Gold Sponsors

Charity Partner

Media Partners

Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington
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Rochester’s Royal Park Hotel to host “The
Bachelorette” finale watch party
The Royal Park Hotel will host
a “Bachelorette” finale watch
party on Tuesday, July 30.
The evening begins at 7:30
p.m. at the hotel. As the show airs
live, guests will enjoy a welcome
champagne toast, along with a
selection of fantasy sweet and
savory creations.
For those who enjoy being
pampered, Haig’s Jewelers, one of
the hotel’s ‘Travel Like a Local’
and
Downtown
Rochester
partners, will be onsite providing

complimentary jewelry cleanings.
The evening at the hotel will also
have a surprise twist of its own.
Each person who attends will
receive a raffle ticket for a drawing
that will take place at the end of
the show. The winner will enjoy an
overnight stay in one of the hotel’s
fantasy suites.
The cost for the event is $25.
Guests can RSVP to the hotel’s
concierge at 248-453-8723 or email
concierge@royalparkhotel.net.

SENIOR ADVISORS
ON STAFF

in senior living.
Come meet with our senior advisors to determine your
eligibility for one or more of the following programs:
1. MI Choice Waiver Program (helps fund medical
care, meals, housekeeping and laundry services)
2. VA Aide & Attendance

supper)

TM
from Intrex, an electronic platform
that helps manage and monitor safety and wellness
(operational in September)

Questions? Call or visit us today!

Stone (248) 260-2656
Elmwood (248) 260-2640

AmericanHouse.com

Oakland County Executive says it’s
time for a salary overhaul
Salaries for non-union Oakland
County employees will be more
competitive in the current labor
market
if
the
board
of
commissioners adopts the new

salary administration plan County
Executive L. Brooks Patterson
proposed in his balanced budget
recommendation for fiscal years
2020-2023.
The
county
implemented its current salary
administration plan over 33 years
ago, and Patterson said it’s time
for a significant revision.
“As one of the largest
employers within the county’s
geographic boundary, it is critical
for Oakland County as an
organization to stay competitive
in this tight labor market with
unemployment
so
low,”
Patterson’s budget message
stated, which county executive
administration presented to the
board today.
In December 2017, Oakland
County
Human
Resources
retained a consultant to conduct
an overall compensation study.
This study included a review of
the market competitiveness of all
non-union
county
job
classifications. The recommended
amount of salary adjustments will
vary by classification and step
placement within the salary range
for each employee. Five of the
eight county unions will be
negotiating wages for fiscal year
2020 and beyond, and at this time,
they are not included in the
compensation
study
recommendations.
The preliminary cost to
implement the new salary
administration plan for non-union
classifications is estimated to be
$6.1 million. The cost is partially
offset with funding available in the
prior adopted budget, which
includes $2.4 million appropriated
as a contingency amount for the
potential impact on general
fund/general purpose annual
operations, plus $1.6 million

budgeted for a general salary
increase in fiscal 2020. Net
additional
funding
of
approximately $2.1 million will be
required in fiscal year 2020 for
implementation, which increases
base salaries on an ongoing basis.
There will be a 1% general
salary increase for fiscal year
2020, with the implementation of
the new salary administration
plan targeted for January 1.
Patterson’s
budget
recommendation continues to
look over the horizon to
determine factors and future
needs that may impact the
county’s budget. Among these
future needs is a new 105,000square-foot building that will
expand and improve the Oakland
County Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) and the Oakland
County Sheriff’s Office 911
dispatch call center. It also will
include a new law enforcement
training facility.
“An enhanced, high-security
new building is considered a top
priority for the county executive’s
administration,”
Patterson’s
budget message said.
The current sheriff’s dispatch
center shares a building with the
county’s
homeland
security
division, which includes the EOC.
There is no room to expand
dispatch operations if the Sheriff’s
Office assumes responsibilities for
additional local communities.
Plus, it is critical that the EOC and
sheriff’s dispatch center remain
adjacent to each other so they can
coordinate
complex
communications in emergency
situations
involving
many
communities and agencies. The
preliminary cost estimate for the
facility is $60 million. No funding
source has been identified.
The Oakland County Sheriff’s
Office 911 dispatch call center
supports the 15 cities, villages,
and townships it patrols. The
Sheriff’s Office also supports
Oakland County Parks and
Recreation, the county’s animal
control operations, 10 other local
police departments, 19 local fire
departments,
and
provides
emergency medical dispatch for
the city of Pontiac. It also serves
as the designated back-up 911
answering point for six dispatch
centers. The sheriff’s dispatch
center handles over a half-million
calls
annually.
Contracted
dispatch services as well as road
patrol services have benefitted
many local communities with
significant cost savings.
The
Water
Resources
Commissioner
(WRC)
has
indicated that additional space is

needed to support expanded
operations.
Increased
responsibilities over the past
decade include the acquisition of
the city of Pontiac water and
sewer systems and wastewater
treatment plant, expansion of the
WRC
infrastructure
asset
management
system,
and
technical support and regional
collaboration associated with the
Great Lakes Water Authority.
Currently, the WRC’s primary
operations are located in Oakland
County’s Public Works Building
which is shared with Oakland
County’s Department of Facilities
Maintenance and Operations . The
project would include a new
12,000- square-foot, two-story
office space addition with elevator
and stairwell; a new 4,600-squarefoot equipment building with
15,000-square-feet of new paved
outdoor yard area vehicle parking;
renovations to 29,100-square-feet
of existing WRC office space; and
resurfacing and repairing 187,000square-feet of existing parking lot
for vehicles and equipment. The
preliminary cost estimate for the
project is $17.7 million. WRC says
most of the costs would be
charged back to ratepayers of the
water and sewer systems.
The general fund/general
purpose estimated revenue and
appropriations are balanced at
$476,867,745 for fiscal 2020;
$486,399,474 for fiscal 2021; and
$492,490,972 for fiscal 2022. The
total budget is $924,103,085 for
fiscal 2020; $932,525,565 for fiscal
2021; and $939,223,917 for fiscal
2022. To review Patterson’s
proposed balanced budget, go to
OakGov.com/mgtbud/fiscal and
click on the link “FY 2020 - FY 2022
County Executive Recommended
Budget.”

Campfire and night
hike at Bloomer Park

Enjoy a campfire and night
hike on Thursday, August 8, at
Bloomer Park. People of all ages
can go on a guided night hike and
listen to owl calls and the sounds
of nature.
The hike will be followed
marshmallows roasting over a
crackling fire. The cost is $5 per
person. Those attending should
meet at Bloomer Park at 8 p.m. To
learn more and to register, go
online to rochesterhills.org/.
Bloomer Park is at 345 John R Rd.
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RECYCLE
THIS
PAPER

WANTED

VOLUNTEER

Live-in, weekend housekeeper wanted.
248-475-0976 or 248-464-1950.
1/2

Forgotten Harvest is a non-profit organization that collects surplus food and redistributes it to local charities, providing families
in the metro-Detroit area with fresh and
nutritious food.

FOR SALE

ADOPT A PET

GET YOUR GAZETTE

Fluff N Stuff

Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area.
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspapers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location.
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community.
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions.

Two cemetery plots at White Chapel in
Garden of Love Francis of Assisi – $2,500
for both – Call Sally at 586-612-1284
1/2

Rochester & Rochester Hills

Gazette
Publisher

Mark Nicholson
Managing Editor

Andrew Neal
Editorial Contributors

Elena Durnbaugh
Nathan Inks
Cynthia Kmett
Amy Fortune

Two cemetery plots at White Chapel in
Garden of the Gospel next to Main
Chapel. $2900. Call 248-829-1958.

2/2

Troy Bilt Electric Start Walk-behind Mower.
8 1/2 hp - 33” deck. $475. 586-784-9805.
1/1

Christian Memorial - 2 Plots.
Garden of Honor - Estate 871
Valued over $7,200.
Asking $2,000 OBO.
Call 586-294-1629 - Best to
call in morning or late
afternoon.

Not only do their efforts benefit those in
need in the community who need it most,
they also help reduce food waste in the
area by collecting large quantities of food
from restaurants, wholesalers, and
caterers.
Forgotten Harvest is always in need of
monetary donations and volunteers.
Visit ForgottenHarvest.org for more
information on how to donate your
time, energy, and efforts to this worthy
cause.

ADOPT A PET
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet
Adoption Center have some wonderful
dogs and cats waiting for someone to
come rescue them! All of their dogs are current on age appropriate shots, microchip,
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are
up to date as well! If interested, please contact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E,
in Pontiac.

1/2

GUITAR
LESSONS
Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio
experience (references available). Great
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all
skill level and musical interests. Lessons
taught at office studio in Troy.
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off
your first lesson!

Advertising

Pam Brown
Pete O’Leary
Production

Part-Time Event Coordinator
• Assist in planning, producing and executing events
• Proficient with Mac, Excel, Word, Google Docs
• Must be organized and comfortable multitasking
• Must be reliable and able to work in Troy Office

MOBILE
BARTENDER

Circulation

Professional Bartenders for Hire!
With over 17 years experience. Serving;
Holiday Parties, Weddings, Birthdays or
Any Special Occasion. Please call Rachel
586-484-6505
1/1

Melissa Leung
Interns

Justin Cooper

Email resume to
Assistant@GazetteMediaGroup.com

Place Your Classified Here

TO SUBMIT EDITORIAL:

News@GazetteMediaGroup.com
ADVERTISING QUESTIONS:

Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com
248-524-4868

Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills,
Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

1 Paper

2 Papers

3 Papers

15 Words

$12

$20

$25

Each Additional
Word

25¢ per
word

50¢ per
word

50¢ per
word

6966 Crooks Road Suite 22
Troy, MI 48098

GetYourGazette.com

@RRHGazette

Courtney

Sophie

1/1

AJ White
Catie McIntosh

@RRHGazette

Bear

Sudoku

3
8
5

Gazette
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Gazette

4

5
1

4

2

7

7
6
5

6
8

4

4
7

7

1

2
9

Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

6

4
7

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com
Troy-Somerset

9

7

6
9

1

6
9

4

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word
Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group.
Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.

Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the
newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising.
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Kirsten Gillibrand looks for support in Oakland County with campaign stop
by JUSTIN COOPER
“He broke it. We’ll fix it.”
That
was
the
slogan
emblazoned on the side of the bus
which carried New York senator
and presidential candidate Kirsten
Gillibrand through Pennsylvania,
Ohio, and Michigan, with a stop at
Birmingham Unitarian Church on
Friday, July 12.
Gillibrand’s “Trump Broken
Promises Tour” was conceived as
a trip through three states which
twice elected Barack Obama, but
flipped in favor of Donald Trump.
Gillibrand hoped to highlight
Trump’s “abject failure to keep his
word to the American people” on
issues such as drug prices, jobs,
and gun violence.
“This is where the change
voters are,” Gillibrand said. “If you
expect to beat President Trump,
you need to win this community
and communities like it across
America.”
Gillibrand concentrated on
gun control for a portion of her
opening remarks, and a series of
questions from activists affiliated
with Moms Demand Action For
Gun Sense in America kept the
candidate’s sights on gun law
reform.
During the ten minutes she
spent addressing the topic, she
advocated for federal data
collection on gun violence,
increased investment in mental
health, manufacturing guns with
hand ID technology, and the
implementation of “red flag” laws
on a federal level. Red flag laws,
currently passed in 17 states,
allow
for
the
temporary
confiscation of firearms when
their owners present a danger to
themselves or others.
“[Gun violence] tears apart the
fabric of a whole community. It
tears apart a family’s sense of
safety, of trust that they can
survive,” she said.
Jamie Steinberger, a leftleaning
independent,
said
Gillibrand is one of her personal
frontrunners because her stance
on gun control is not only strong
but “realistic.”
“Compromise is probably not
the right word, but [she has an]
understanding what will be
successful to create progress,”
Steinberger said.
“My particular superpower is
that I can talk about any issue in
any place and find common
ground,” Gillibrand said. “In the
last Congress, I passed 18 bills
with a Republican House, Senate
and President.”
Nevertheless,
Gillibrand
emphasized that most of her gun
control measures would be nearly
impossible to pass without getting
money out of politics. She
repeatedly echoed the notion

Trump that popularized with his
catchphrase “Drain the swamp”,
saying that politicians are
paralyzed
by
lobbyist
organizations that subvert the

candidates who wish to declare
themselves “publicly funded”
would refuse donations above
$200. That’s because their
donations aren’t coming from

true will of the people with large
sums of cash.
Her
proposed
solution?
“Democracy dollars.”
Under her proposed system,

companies or organizations, but
from individuals who have been
allotted money by the state to
spend on political campaigns.
Each citizen would receive $200 to

spend on candidates for the
House of Representatives, another
$200 for Senate candidates, and
another $200 for presidential
candidates.
She believes this system of
“democracy dollars” would force
candidates out of the “ballrooms
and fancy living rooms and
boardrooms” they burrow into
and push them into the presence
of their actual constituents, to
town halls, not unlike the one she
was holding, Gillibrand made sure
to note.
According to opensecrets.org,
a non-partisan and non-profit
research
group,
11%
of
Gillibrand’s campaign financing so
far has come from PAC
contributions, and the remainder
has come from individual
contributions and herself.
Gillibrand is one of many
Democratic candidates hoping to
distinguish themselves in the
weeks leading up to the third
Democratic Party debate in
September. She has not yet
qualified to appear in the debate,
which requires candidates to
exceed thresholds of polling
results and donor counts.
FiveThirtyEight.com labeled her

“2020’s misfit,” and polls generally
have her winning over 1% of their
respondents.
“To be honest with you, I
didn’t even know who she was,”
said Marvin Surowitz, a marijuana
activist and political science
professor at Wayne County
Community College. However,
Surowitz said that Gillibrand did
“an amazingly great job.” He was
impressed in particular by her
stance on marijuana: legalize it on
a federal level.
“I was impressed by the
professionalism of it all. She
seemed to be prepared for every
and any question, and there was
no hesitation. She was very fluent
and very impressive,” said
Maurice Lefforb, who also said her
positions were “right where
Democrats in general are.”
Outside the church, one attendant
commended
on
Gillibrand’s
“poise” as she fielded questions
from reporters in front of her bus.
Gillibrand will be returning to
Michigan at the end of the month
for the second round of
Democratic Party debates, to be
hosted by CNN at the Fox Theatre
in Detroit July 30-31.

AFFORDABLE RENTAL COMMUNITIES FOR SENIORS

For over 70 years as a mission-driven non-profit, CSI exists solely to provide the highest
quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors

New Horizons Co-op

Madison Heights Co-op

31101 Edward • Madison Heights
Please Call Our Leasing Office
at 248.585.0999
To Schedule a Tour!

500 E. Irving • Madison Heights
Please Call Our Leasing Office
at 248.585.2336
To Schedule a Tour!

Resident Members Benefit From
Amenities

• Heat & Water Included
• Individual Heating & Cooling
• Rent Subsidized (30% adjusted
income)
• On-Site Service Coordinator
• On-Site Beauty Shop
• On Site Laundry
• Near Oakland Mall & Meijer

• Continuing Education
• Diversity & Open Membership
• Democratic Control
• Social Interaction
• Senior Empowerment
• Not For Profit Operation

Amenities

• All Utilities Included
• Individual Heating & Cooling
• Rent Subsidized (30% adjusted
income)
• On-Site Service Coordinator
• Laundry Room on Every Floor
• Near Oakland Mall & Meijer

JOIN OUR WAITLIST
(800 593-3052 • www.csi.coop • TDD (800) 348-7011

