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by ELENA DURNBAUGH 
It was a race down the river 

and against the rain at last 
Saturday’s Paddlepalooza on the 
Clinton River between Riverside 
Park in Auburn Hills and River 
Crest Banquet Center in Rochester 
Hills.  

Nearly 130 people participated 
in the 11th annual canoe and 
kayaking event last weekend. 
Despite the threat of afternoon 
rain, the morning was sunny and 
had perfect weather for the eight-
mile, down-river course. Event 
organizers made sure that 
participants got into the river in a 
timely manner so that everyone 
would stay well ahead of the 
massive thunderstorms that 
swept through the area Saturday 
afternoon.  

Mayors Bryan Barnett of 
Rochester Hills and Kevin 
McDaniel of Auburn Hills were 
there to face off in the Mayor's 
Cup race, but first thanked 
participants for coming out and 
spoke about the bond between 
the two communities and the 
value of the Clinton River.  

“We appreciate our treasure,” 
Barnett said.  

The Rochester Hills mayor 
also joked about Auburn Hills’ 
five-year winning streak in the 
Mayor’s Cup canoe race, and 
hoped that he and his son Tristan 
would be able to take back the cup 
from McDaniel this year. 

“We’re going to try to beat 
him for, like, the first time in 40 
years,” Barnett said. 

A victory for Barnett and son 
was not to be, though. McDaniel 
won the race for the sixth year in 
a row.  

Despite the loss, Barnett said 
he still enjoyed the event.  

“Always a blast to 
participate in Paddlepalooza 
with our friends from Auburn 
Hills,” he posted on Twitter. “The 
Clinton River in Rochester Hills is 
gorgeous and shouldn’t be 
missed.”  

Paddlepalooza included three 
races. The men’s kayaking race 
had 25 participants, the women’s 
kayaking race had 10, and the 
canoe race had six boats. Eighty-
one people participated in the 

adventure paddle portion of the 
event.  

Kristy Jacobsen, her sister 
Amy Specci, and her niece Mikayla 

ART VAN FURNITURE held their grand opening ceremony on Thursday, May 30 for its new facility in 
Rochester Hills. Art Van Furniture, along with more than 200 attendees, donated a total of $2,500 to New 
Day Foundation for Families, a Rochester Hills nonprofit organization committed to helping families 
alleviate the financial burden of cancer.

Paddlepalooza beats out Saturday storms for fantastic race day
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Downtown Development 
authority Kristi Trevarrow 
presented a new project that is 
designed to bring Rochester 
residents closer as a community 
at last week’s city council 
meeting.  

The plan, known as the Front 
Porch Project, focuses on 
building the culture of Rochester 
by focusing on wellness, 
community, people, and place. 

“That’s what the Front Porch 
Project is really about. It’s about 
shifting the culture in Rochester,” 
Trevarrow said. “The idea behind 
Front Porch is-- we feel that the 
downtown is the front porch of 
our community. That’s the place 
where you make memories, 
where you see your friends and 
neighbors. And that’s what we 
want to build upon.” 

Prior to Trevarrow’s 

Front Porch 
Project 
coming to 
Rochester this 
summer
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McDonald launches 
campaign for Oakland 
County Prosecutor 

On Tuesday, May 28, former 
family court judge Karen 
McDonald announced her 
campaign for Oakland County 
Prosecutor. McDonald, who has 
returned to private practice since 
stepping down from the bench, is 
running as a Democrat against 
incumbent Jessica Cooper. 

“Oakland County needs a new 
prosecutor who will lead us to a 
stronger, safer community,” 
McDonald said in a press release. 
“We need to treat all members of 
the community with respect. We 
need to make sure the 
prosecutor’s office will listen to 
and protect victims of crimes. We 
need to change the system to 
accommodate the underlying drug 
addiction and mental health 
issues with treatment courts, and 
we need to hold youth 
accountable without unnecessary 
incarceration." 

 

Driving Fore Dutton 
raises over $60,000 

The inaugural Driving Fore 
Dutton fundraiser at Topgolf in 
Auburn Hills raised over $60,000 
for Dutton Farm. A donor match 
from Men Who Care Detroit 
provided Dutton Farm with a 
$15,000 match donation. 

CEO of Dutton Farm, Jenny 
Brown, said, "We were 
overwhelmed with gratitude at 
the generous community of 
supporters that came out to our 
event.” 

Dutton Farm is a 501(c)3 
located in Rochester Hills. To 
learn more visit duttonfarm.org/. 

ROCHESTER HILLS MAYOR Bryan Barnett lost to Auburn Hills Mayor 
Kevin McDaniel in the Mayor’s Cup Race at Paddlepalooza for the 
sixth year in a row. Despite his loss, Barnett said he enjoyed the event. 

See FRONT PORCH PROJECT, page 2
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Specci competed in the women’s 
kayaking race and have been 
coming to Paddlepalooza for over 
five years.  

“It’s an adrenaline rush,” 
Mikayla Specci said.  

On Saturday, it was more than 
racing jitters that would push the 
family to a fast finish. Mikayla 
Specci, a graduating senior at Troy 
Athens, had to be at Oakland 
University by 2:30 that afternoon 
for commencement. Her mom said 
that when they found out 
Paddlepalooza and 
commencement were on the same 
day, Mikayla said that she would 
rather skip graduation. 
Fortunately, Troy Athens had an 
afternoon ceremony, so they were 
able to do both.  

Jacobsen, who has taken 
second place twice before in the 
women’s kayaking event, 
predicted a first, second, and third 
place finish for herself and her 
family before the race. Her 
prediction was at least partially 
correct. Jacobsen came in first 
place with a time of 1:17.03, 
beating out last year’s winner, 
Gwenn Stevenson, by just tenths 
of a second. Linda Gamage came 
in third with a time of 1:18.00.  

In the men’s race, David Ives 
beat out last year’s first and 
second place winners, Rick Easley 
and Gerald Dihle, with a time of 
1:10.45. Easley, who finished in 
first place in 2017 and 2018, took 
second place, and Dihle finished 
in third. Their respective times 
were 1:12.17 and 1:13.07.   

In the canoe race, last year’s 

second place finishers came back 
to win. David and Violet Fiddes 
finished with a time of 1:19.39. 
Parker Jones and Nick Scott came 
in second with a time of 1:21.23, 
and Jason Boggs and John 
Dunivant finished in third place 
with a time of 1:29.20.  

Overall, race times were much 
faster this year, with first place 
finishers completing the race, on 
average, 8 minutes faster than the 
best time last year.  

All participants made it to the 
River Crest Banquet Center in 
good time to enjoy lunch and 
share stories of their time on the 
river.  

To learn more about kayaking 
and canoeing on the Clinton River, 
visit the Clinton River Watershed 
Council's Water Trail website at 
crwc.org/paddling/. 

PADDLEPALOOZA, From page 1

presentation, John Bry, the 
principal planner of Main Street 
Oakland County, recognized the 
Rochester DDA for its 14th 
consecutive year of being 
accredited as a National Main 
Street Community.  

“Rochester is certainly one of 
the shining stars, if not the shining 
star of all the programs around 
the county, that sets the bench 
high,” Bry said. “The most 
successful downtowns, in the 
county and around the country, 
are the ones that have strong 
support from their local 
government.”   

Trevarrow said that the 
community development 
committee has been working on 
the Front Porch Project for about 
a year. The focus areas are 
intended to increase the social 
capital of Rochester and build a 
connected economy, which 
focuses on relationships and 
community rather than on assets 
or things. 

As a part of wellness, the DDA 
wants to provide people with new 
ways to improve both their social 
and physical health in Rochester. 
Many of the wellness initiatives 
are focused on the Rochester 
Farmers Market, which is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary 
this year. According to Trevarrow, 
approximately 2,000 visitors come 
to the market every Saturday, so 
finding new ways to promote 
wellness and engage with the 
community there was important. 
Trevarrow said the plan is to 
introduce more events and 
programming at the farmers 
market to encourage people to 
shop and eat locally, like the 
recent Herby Derby event. The 
DDA would also like to introduce 

a Power of Produce Club at the 
market for kids, which would hold 
programs every month.  

Trevarrow also said that the 
DDA was working with the 
Rochester Police and Fire 
Departments and Ascension 
Providence Rochester to develop 
a wellness expo for August. Next 
year, it hopes to develop 
programs with downtown 
businesses that will incentivize 
wellness.  

By focusing on community, 
the Front Porch Project aims to 
increase the quality of life for 
Rochester residents. One of the 
new programs, Mics and Mac, will 
provide kids with the opportunity 
to pitch ideas for ways to improve 
the community.  

“We want them to know that 
this is their place, and they can 
actually affect change at any age,” 
Trevarrow said.  

The program is inspired by 
the Detroit Soup micro-granting 
dinner. People will buy $10 tickets 
to enjoy macaroni and cheese and 
hear 10 different pitches from area 
kids. After, attendees will vote on 
the idea that they’d like to see 
become a reality. The winning 
pitch will receive $1,000 to fund 
the idea. Mics and Mac will accept 
proposals until July 8 from 
children between the ages of 10 
and 18. The event will be held on 
August 7.  

In the future, the Front Porch 
Project would also like to 
establish a Neighbors-Helping-
Neighbors fund that would focus 
on performing intentional acts of 
kindness.  

“It’s smaller little acts of 
kindness that make our 
community what it is,” Trevarrow 
said. “And if we just are a little 
more intentional about it, I think 

we could cover a bit more 
ground.”  

Another Front Porch Project 
initiative starting this summer 
focuses on people. This July, the 
DDA will organize a neighborhood 
conversation with Tony Lipuma, 
owner of Lipuma’s Coney Island in 
Rochester. During the hour-long 
chat, Lipuma will talk about his 50 
years of being in business. In 
August, Rochester Mayor Rob Ray 
will continue to series. In addition 
to the community events, the 
conversations will be recorded 
and posted on the new Youtube 
channel for downtown Rochester.  

The DDA is also developing a 
mobile front porch, which will be 
set up at downtown events 
throughout the year, where people 
can tell their own stories about 
Rochester.  

“We want to share a celebrate 
the stories that make Rochester 
special,” Trevarrow said.  

Finally, the Front Porch 
Project will find new ways to 
develop a sense of place in 
Rochester by actively 
incorporating play downtown and 
putting art in unexpected places.  

“To make it, when people are 
walking along, they feel surprise 
and delight in the things that they 
find,” Trevarrow said.  

The DDA has already given 
money to the Front Porch Project 
to start events this year. 
Trevarrow said that the project 
would be looking for sponsors to 
help support other initiatives.   

To learn more about the 
Rochester Downtown 
Development Authority, see 
upcoming events, or find its new 
Youtube Channel, visit 
downtownrochestermi.com/.  

Front Porch Project to focus on bringing community together

WE HONOR ALL LOCAL COMPETITORS’ PRINT ADS! JUST BRING THEM IN! SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

VAL’S CLAWSON 
4 S. Rochester Rd. 

Corner of 14 Mile Road & Rochester Rd. 
248-588-2177

VAL’S TROY 
6975 Livernois  

Corner of South Blvd. & Livernois 
248-813-8961

Hours:  Mon-Fri. 9am-8pm • Sat. 9am-7pm • Sun 9am-5pm 
www.valspet.com

Let Val’s Help Spoil Your Pets

LIM
IT 

4 VAL’S SUPER SAVER COUPON VAL’S SUPER SAVER COUPON

VAL’S 
ECONOMY 

WILD BIRD MIX

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Only printed coupons 
accepted. Must present coupon before purchase. Not valid 
with any other offer. While supplies last. Expires 6-30-19

LIM
IT 

4

$1099Large 
50 lb. Bags

$79940 lb. Bags

PESTELL EASY CLEAN 
CLUMPING LITTER

With  
Baking Soda

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Only printed coupons 
accepted.  Must present coupon before purchase. Not valid 
with any other offer. While supplies last. Expires 6-30-19

Backpacking 101 at Moosejaw 
Moosejaw Mountaineering, 

located in the Village of Rochester 
Hills, will host a Backpacking 101 
presentation to help beginners learn 
the ropes. 

Visit this Sunday, June 9 at 5 p.m. 
to participate in this event series. 

The presentation will include a 
discussion on the proper way to 

pack a backpack, how it should fit, 
what size pack you would need for 
each adventure, and how to choose 
the right pack for you. 

Moosejaw will be giving away 
$300 in backpacking gear at the end 
of the series (August 18) along with 
snacks and beer during the events. 
All experience levels are welcome. 

FRONT PORCH PROJECT, From page 1



 

■ 
SWERVING AND 
VEERING – It 
was just after 10 
p.m. when a 
Rochester 

officer was in the area of Walnut 
and University and observed a 
vehicle with an equipment 
violation. The officer continued to 
follow the vehicle and observed it 
veer to the left onto the double 
yellow line. A traffic stop was 
conducted, and the officer made 
contact with the driver, a 40-year-
old Rochester man. The officer 
observed signs the male driver 
had been drinking and the male 
was placed through field sobriety 
testing. The male driver failed the 
field sobriety tests and was 
transported to the Rochester 
police department where he 
consented to an offered breath 
test resulting in a .17% BAC and a 
.16% BAC. The male was held until 
sober and released with a pending 
court date for operating while 
intoxicated. 

■ STOP SIGNS ARE THERE 
FOR A REASON – Last Saturday 
morning, a Rochester officer was 
dispatched to the area of Watson 
Cir. and Dunham for a report of a 
damaged stop sign. The officer 
arrived in the area and observed 
the stop sign had been pulled 
from the ground and the street 
sign was also damaged. The 
officer also spoke with a resident 
in the 1900 block of Watson Circle 
who stated his mailbox had been 
damaged sometime during the 
prior night. This case has been 
turned over to the detective 
bureau for further investigation. 

■  YOUNG, DRUNK, AND 
SPEEDING – It was midnight when 
a Rochester officer was in the area 
of Runyon and Miners Run and 
observed a vehicle traveling 
toward his patrol vehicle at a high 
rate of speed. The officer 
activated his radar which showed 
the vehicle traveling 61 mph in a 
40 mph zone. A traffic stop was 
conducted, and the officer made 
contact with the driver, a 17-year-
old Rochester man. When the 
officer asked for the male driver’s 
license the first stated he left it at 
home, but later admitted to not 

having a license at all. The officer 
also observed signs the driver had 
been drinking and he was placed 
through field sobriety testing. He 
failed all offered tests and was 
transported to the Rochester 
police department where he 
consented to an offered breath 
test resulting in a .11% BAC and a 
.10% BAC. The male was held until 
sober and released with a pending 
court date for operating while 
intoxicated and no license ever 
acquired. 

■  LOCK IT OR LOSE IT BUD 
– Rochester officer was 
dispatched to the 1200 block of 
Welland for a 'larceny from auto' 
report. The officer spoke with the 
homeowner who stated someone 
went into his unlocked vehicle 
overnight and took his Apple iPad 
Pro, his work Apple iPhone, and 
$20 cash from his wallet. The case 
will be forwarded to the detective 
bureau for further investigation. 

Note: If you have any 
information on the 
aforementioned crimes, call the 
Rochester Police Department at 
248-651-9621 or the OCSO 
Rochester Hills Substation at 
248-537-3530.
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I’ll Help You Grow 
Your Business!

Serving Rochester & Rochester Hills 
Every �Thursday Morning

CALL  
PETE O’LEARY! 

Cell   248.330.8551
Office  248.524.4868
Or Email: Pete@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

Gazette
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POLICE PATROL 

If you crash into the stop sign, do you really 
still have to stop? Asking for a friend

PARTY TRAYS
ADVANCE ORDERS ALWAYS ENCOURAGED

Chicken 
50 Pieces . . . . . . . . . .$69.50 
74 Pieces . . . . . . . . .$102.86 
100 Pieces . . . . . . . .$137.00 
150 Pieces . . . . . . . .$205.50 
200 Pieces . . . . . . . .$274.00 
Call for prices on any amount 
Wing Dings 
50 Wing Dings  . . . . . .$38.00 
50 Wing Dings BBQ 
     or Hot N Spicy  . . .$45.60 

BBQ Ribs 
1-10 Servings (3 Slabs) . . . .$66.00 
15- 20 Servings (6 Slabs)  .$130.50 
25-30 Servings (9 Slabs) . .$195.75 

CHICKEN • RIBS • SEAFOOD
1990 E. Auburn Rd. at Dequindre 

ROCHESTER HILLS 
248-853-3366 

Open Daily 11 am  www.northshack.com

Bucket of Chicken

Any regular mix • 12,16 or 24 pc.

$500OFF
No coupon necessary. Limited time offer. 
Not valid with other specials or coupons. 

Excludes Holidays.

DAILY LUNCH 
SPECIALS

Includes FREE 16 oz Fountain Drink 
11:00-3:00 PM Daily

$699
2 Regular Mix 

4 Piece Chicken Dinners

No coupon necessary. Limited time offer. 
Not valid with other specials or coupons.

BUCKET BONANZA 
MONDAY

TWO FOR 
TUESDAY

PARTY TRAYS

$699
Includes Broasted Potatoes or Fries & Roll 

$1560

 
Side Orders 
Broasted Potatoes or French Fries
12-15 Servings  . . .$17.99  
30-35 Servings  . . .$37.00 
Cole Slaw 25-30 Servings 
    (Gallon)  . . . . . . . . . . . .$17.99 
Small Pan Mushrooms  . . $17.99 
Rolls  . . . . . . . . . . . .Each  . .$.35 

Per Doz  $3.49 
Boneless Breast Tenders 
50 Tenders . . . . . . . . .$75.00 
50 BBQ Tenders  . . . . .$90.00 
Sauce Sold Separatey

BUCKET SPECIALS: 
Chicken & BBQ Ribs $4299 or BBQ Chicken & BBQ Ribs $4699 

12 Pcs Chicken, Bar-B-Q Slab, Large Broasted Potatoes, Cole Slaw, 6 rolls 
Wing Ding Special $3099 30 Wing Dings, Large Broasted Potatoes, Cole Slaw 4 rolls

and Choice of Broasted Potatoes, Fries or Cole Slaw

We Have Party Trays for  
All Summer Occasions!

Measles outbreak 
officially over 

Oakland County Health 
Division this week announced the 
end of the largest local measles 
outbreak since 1991. 

The outbreak began in March 
when an ill traveler from New York 
visited the area. Forty of the 44 
confirmed measles cases in 
Michigan occurred in Oakland 
County, and infected individuals 
ranged in age from eight months 
to 63 years old. 

“Health Division leaders and 
staff worked tirelessly to combat 
this outbreak and protect the 
health and safety of Oakland 
County residents,” said County 
Executive L. Brooks Patterson. 
“Their effort is a remarkable 
example of the dedication and 
care it takes to contain such a 
highly contagious illness.” 

The Oakland County Health 
Division is also encouraging 
residents to practice healthy 
habits to prevent the spread of flu. 
Although it is late in the season, 
flu continues to circulate in the 
community. There have been 
3,685 flu cases, 174 
hospitalizations, and nine adult 
flu-associated deaths in Oakland 
County since October. 



Asphalt Flowers Thursday, 
June 6, 7 p.m. Otus Supply, 
Ferndale 

Lake Street Dive Tuesday, 
June 11, 6 p.m. Royal Oak Music 
Theatre 

Patio Tunes Thursday, June 13, 
7 p.m. Penny Black, Rochester 

Buddy Guy and Kenny 
Wayne Shepherd Band 
Thursday, June 13, 7:30 p.m. 
Meadow Brook Amphitheatre, 
Rochester Hills 

Music in the Park Thursday, 
June 13, 7:30 p.m. Rochester 
Municipal Park 

Highway 23 Friday, June 14, 
7:30 p.m. Buffalo’s Anchor Bar, 
Rochester Hills 

Remnose Friday, June 14, 8 
p.m. Ant Hall, Hamtramck 

The IT Girl Now thru June 23, 
Meadow Brook Theatre, 
Rochester Hills 

Bill Bushart Thursday, June 6, 
7:30 p.m. Mark Ridley's Comedy 
Castle, Royal Oak 

Jim Gaffigan Friday, June 7, 8 
p.m. Fox Theatre, Detroit - 
Forgotten Harvest's Comedy Night 

Dave Chapelle Monday, June 
10 & Tuesday, June 11, 7 p.m. The 
Fillmore, Detroit 

Motor City Pride Saturday, 
June 8, 1 p.m. Hart Plaza, Detroit 

OUAA Golf Challenge 
Monday, June 10, 10:30 a.m. 
Oakland University Golf & 
Learning Center, Rochester 

Cheese Tray Habillage 
Wednesday, June 12, 6 p.m. The 
Cheese Lady, Rochester 

Adult Goat Yoga Wednesday, 
June 12, 7 p.m. Westview 
Orchards & Winery, Washington 

FreeYoga: Slow Flow 
Saturday, June 15, 2 p.m. UpDog 
Yoga, Rochester 

Movie Night at the Pool 
Saturday, June 15, 7:30 p.m. 
Great Oaks Country Club, 
Rochester 

Elevate Detroit Wednesday, 
June 19, 11:30 a.m. - 12 a.m. 
Rochester Mills Beer Co. 

 

Rock ‘n’ Rides June 20-23, 
Downtown Royal Oak 

River Days June 21-23 West 
Riverfront Park, Detroit 

All events take place at Rochester Hills 
Public Library, 500 Olde Towne Rd in 
Rochester, unless stated otherwise. 
Register at Rhpl.org/.  

Picnic Flick  Wednesday, June 
12, 5 p.m.  

Cookbook “Book Club” 
Thursday, June 13, 1 p.m.  

Know-It-All Trivia 
Smackdown! Monday, June 
17, 7 p.m. Main Street Billiards 

Basic Technology Help for 
Seniors Tuesday, June 18, 6 
p.m.  

All events take place at Rochester Hills 
Public Library  unless stated otherwise. 
Register at Rhpl.org/. 

Girls Who Code Tuesday, June 
11, 4:30 p.m. grades 3-5   

Planes, Trains & 
Automobiles Jr. Tuesday, June 
11, 5:45 p.m. RARA Recreation, 
Rochester 

Books by the Bus Tuesday, 
June 11, 7:30 p.m.  

GAME Night Wednesday, June 
12, 7 p.m.  

Paws for Reading Wednesday, 
June 12, 3:45 p.m.  

Storytime in the Park 
Thursday, June 13, 11 a.m. 
Rochester Lions Park 

Storytime at Fresh Thyme 
Market Friday, June 14, 11 a.m. 
2025 S. Rochester Rd.  

Galaxy Gems Monday, June 
17, 2:30 p.m. 

The Raconteurs July 12 & 13, 
Masonic Temple, Detroit 

Iron & Wine Wednesday, 
September 18, 7 p.m. Frederik 
Meijer Gardens 

Lucy Dacus Thursday, September 
19, 7 p.m. El Club, Detroit

OOnn  SSttaaggee

LLiibbrraarryy

MMuussiicc

KKiiddss  &&  TTeeeennss

AArroouunndd  TToowwnn

SSaavvee  tthhee  ddaattee

To submit an event, email 
News@gazettemediagroup.com. 

Submissions run in the paper space 
permitting. To advertise an event, email 
Advertising@gazettemediagroup.com.
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PODCAST: WTF WITH MARC MARON 
Comedian, actor, and writer Marc Maron hosts the long-form 
interview-based podcast WTF. On the latest episode, Maron talks 
with actor and director John Turturro, who details his experiences 
working with longtime collaborators the Coen Brothers and Spike 
Lee. Last Thursday’s episode features David Letterman. WTF 
episodes typically run an hour and a half, so perhaps it is best 
enjoyed on a lazy Sunday or long car ride. Either way, Maron has a 
knack for pulling the real story out of his guests. 

– Andrew Neal, Editor

NOW IN 
THEATERS

THE SECRET LIFE 
OF PETS 2 
PG, Animated 

BLACK MIRROR 
SEASON 5 
R, Sci-Fi Thriller 

ROUNDERS 
R, Drama 

 

GLASS 
PG-13, Drama Fantasy 

 

CATE LE BON 
Reward - Rock, Mexican 

Summer 

UNSOLVED 
James Patterson, David Ellis 
Thriller, Little Brown and Co. 

Gazette Recommends...



 

!GEMINI (May 21-June 20):  
Prepare to be busy this 

month, Gemini. It is likely that you 
are trying new things right now 
and constantly adding items to 
your agenda. Life is a whirlwind, 
and you are loving every minute of 
your newfound (ordered) chaos. 
Why? You feel more accomplished 
and fulfilled than ever and there is 
just no stopping your forward 
momentum. Just remember to 
pause briefly every now and then 
to enjoy your victories – you have 
earned the right to bask in the 
glow of your success. 

"CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Things may get a little 

topsy-turvy with your love life this 
month, Cancer. And this could be 
good news or bad news, 
depending on your situation. For 
example, if things seem great, you 
may suddenly notice something 
that gives you second thoughts 
about the stability of your 
relationship. Or, if you had nearly 
given up on a person or situation, 
a sudden, silver lining might cause 
a spark that ignites a new passion. 
Either way, take heart, because it 
will all work out in the end. 

#LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Now 
is a great time to add a new 

skill to your repertoire, Leo. Your 
mind is open and ready to learn, 
and there is a good chance that 
investing a little time – and 

possibly a little money – will yield 
positive results down the road. So, 
go ahead and take that class that 
might lead to a promotion at work 
or even a new career path. Or, pick 
up a hobby that appeals to you. 
Even if it does not lead to 
monetary gain, this hobby will 
likely enrich your life, provide 
opportunities for exercise, or help 
you make friends. 

$VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): 
There is likely something 

your life that is causing 
unnecessary negativity and stress, 
Virgo. And now is the time to walk 
away. This could be a situation, a 
job, a relationship, a habit, or 
something else, but it is 
consuming too much of your 
mental space and energy. So, make 
plans to cut ties this month, even 
if it involves making a difficult 
decision. After getting over a 
temporary rough patch, you 
should feel an incredible sense of 
relief, inner peace, and energy. 

%LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): 
Let’s be honest for a 

moment, Libra. Sometimes you 
take on a little too much – too 
many responsibilities at work, too 
many projects at home, and too 
many social obligations. In all 
fairness, your intentions are 
always but, but the resulting 
stress is not. However, this month, 
for you, there is no such thing as 
too much. Extreme multitasking is 
easy and even fun right now, so 
take advantage of your new and 
improved juggling skills to tackle 
your ever-growing to-do list. 

&SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): 
For better or for worse, 

relationships are all about 
surprises this month, Scorpio. For 
example, if you are single and 

recently experienced a bad date, 
the individual whom you have 
probably written off may reappear 
in a much more appealing light. 
Conversely, that new friend whom 
you immediately liked may reveal 
a side of themselves that isn’t so 
charming. Luckily, these 
unexpected revelations will 
ultimately make your life easier by 
allowing you to only devote 
energy to the relationships that 
are likely to last. 

'SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 
21): Good news, Sagittarius. 

It looks like travel and adventure 
are on the horizon. June, in fact, 
may take you out of state or even 
out of the country. But even if you 
stay within just a few miles of your 
home, you will likely have 
opportunities to explore and 
discover new things. You will also 
have some time to devote to 
building new relationships or 
rekindling existing connections. 
Take advantage of these 
opportunities because even the 
most independent Sagittarius 
sometimes needs a travel buddy. 

(CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 
19): Uh-oh, Capricorn, 

indecision has allowed a situation 
at work or at home get out of 
hand. Naturally, you have delayed 
potential actions to preserve the 
feelings of someone else or 

several other people, but your 
feelings and goals matter too. So, 
suffer in silence no more. Instead, 
take a deep breath and make your 
move. Initially, you may step on 
some toes. But, when the smoke 
clears, everything should start to 
settle down before the end of the 
month. 

)AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 
18):  Here is the good news, 

Aquarius: It is likely that a big 
opportunity has presented itself. 
However, the bad news is that 
seizing this opportunity may 
require some uncomfortable life 
changes. In addition, certain 
obstacles in your path may 
challenge your stamina. But don’t 
be deterred. You have more 
strength and resiliency than you 
realize. And if you tackle your 
obstacles and problems head-on 
to meet your goals and take 
advantage of this opportunity, you 
will be a much happier Aquarian 
down the road. 

*PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): 
Right now, Pisces, there is a 

good chance that friends, 
coworkers, and family members 
are offering you unsolicited help 
and advice. And, while you know 
they mean well, a large part of you 
is taken aback by their gestures. 
After all, you are a strong and 
capable individual who doesn’t 

need anyone’s help to meet goals 
and meet the daily challenges of 
living. Yet, you must remember 
that there is no shame in 
accepting assistance, especially 
when it comes from wise and 
experienced individuals who have 
your best interests at heart. 

+ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Right now, you may be 

getting a strong urge to be your 
own boss, Aries. This urge could 
inspire your entrepreneurial spirit 
enough to make take the first 
steps toward starting your own 
business. Or, you may find that it 
is enough to speak out more at 
your existing job, finding your 
voice and creating better 
opportunities for yourself. 
Another possibility is that this 
take-charge attitude will lead you 
to take back control and power in 
a relationship that was one-sided. 

,TAURUS (April 20-May 20):  
At some point this month, 

Taurus, you will likely determine 
that you cannot fix every person, 
situation, or relationship. At some 
point, something must give, and it 
should not be your sanity. Now is 
the time to remove toxicity from 
your life. This realization may lead 
you to make some tough 
decisions. However, taking these 
actions to eliminate negativity will 
pay off in the end.

YOUR JUNE 
HOROSCOPE 
 
by 
PAULA LYNDE

Gemini: Success is a good thing; Maybe sit back and enjoy it for once?
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Arts & Entertainment

at Oakland University O’rena
BRIDAL EXPO

REGISTER ONLINE AT GAZETTEEVENTS.COM FOR FREE ADMISSION
TICKETS $10 AT THE DOOR • EXHIBITORS CALL 248-524-4868

at Oakland University O rena

Save the
 Date

Save the
 Date

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2019 • 11am–2 pm

7th Annual Ramadhan Open House Dinner 
AHMADIYYA MUSLIM COMMUNITY of Rochester Hills welcomed 
neighbors, interfaith leaders, public officials, and community 
members to its mosque for the seventh annual Ramadan Iftar Dinner 
to socialize and enjoy a dinner on May 18. Guests included staff for 
State Rep. Padma Kuppa, students and faculty from several 
universities, Nasy Sankagiri from Bhartiya Temple, members of St. 
Owen Catholic Church, and Rochester Hills Director of Parks and 
Natural Resources Ken Elwert. 



 

If you need a break from the 
serious stuff of life, Meadow Brook 
has just the ticket: “The IT Girl”, a 
lighter-than-air confection of spun 

sugar and flaming youth. The 
Roaring Twenties setting lets 
everybody wear cool period 
clothes, dance the Charleston and 
escape, from time to time, into the 
black and white world of silent film. 
And of course, our heroine gets her 
man. 

Speaking of silent film, fans will 
no doubt recall the movie “IT”, a 
breezy 1927 star vehicle for the 
Brooklyn Bombshell, Clara Bow. 
She was known forever after as 
“The IT Girl” for her role as Betty, a 

lively young lingerie clerk with 
plenty of pizzazz in the world’s 
biggest department store. The 
musical of the same name, which 
appeared off-Broadway in 2001, 
follows pretty much the same 
cutesy-cliched plotline as the film 
but is set to jazzy music by Paul 
McKibbins, carefree lyrics by BT 
McNicholl and book by McNicholl 
and Michael Small. Set in New York 
City, there’s love at first sight, 
bootleg booze, romantic rivals, a 
silly contest, some moments of 
pathos and lots of spirited singing 
and dancing in between. 

Sara Kmiec brings high-
wattage charm and nonstop 
perkiness to the role of Betty and 
delivers an equal measure of song-
and-dance talent. Jonathan, Betty’s 
love interest and son of the 
Waltham department store owner, 
is played with sincere warmth and 
a touch of class by Nathan 
Cockroft. Vying for Jonathan’s 
attention is the dazzling Jackie 
Raye as Adela Van Norman, the 
local social climber. Dan Fenaughty 

as Jonathan’s sidekick Monty is 
splendidly goofball and also aptly 
double-cast as a clown. As the 
leads, only Kmiec and Cockroft 
have single roles to play. The rest 

of the talented cast have multiple 
roles, some as many as five. They 
include Larissa Klinger, Ron 
Williams, and Stephanie Wahl. 

True to form, Travis Walter 
brings boundless affection and 
razor-sharp pacing to his direction. 
The action stays at a breakneck 

pace, soaring like a rocket from 
start to finish. There are some 
really interesting shadow effects in 
a few dance numbers (reminiscent 
of the effects in some of Fred 
Astaire’s filmed sequences), 
enhanced with jaunty 
choreography by Jeremy Benton. 
Standout songs include “Step Into 
Their Shoes”, “Why Not” and “A 
Perfect Plan” which showcase the 
exceptional voice and dance talent 
of the performers. 

Scenic design by Jen Price Fick 
attempts to strike a balance 
between the needs of the script 
(the real world of Betty vs the 
“black and white world” of silent 
film) and the stagecraft at hand. 
The mixed result: drab, grayish set 
pieces are called upon to serve as a 
lingerie department, a yacht and a 
couple of different domiciles. They 
also provide the background for 
several intervals of black and white 
“silent movie” action performed by 
the cast, realized with clever 
strobe lighting effects by Matthew 
J Fick. This really livens up the 
proceedings and is a very cute 
narrative device, but the slightly 
ghoulish white face paint and black 
lips worn by the cast, even when 
they aren’t in “black and white 
movie mode”, is a little disturbing. 
Wardrobe by Corey Collins is 
likewise in the grayscale color 
range, although the clothing is fun 
and perfectly reflects the period. 

The cast, individually and as an 
ensemble, not only have a first-rate 
vocal talent and dance moves, but 
also the chops for broad comedy, 
so essential for pulling something 
like this off with such panache. And 
playing right along is the excellent 
six-piece orchestra led by Heidi 
Joosten. Everyone is clearly having 
a great time, and so will you. 

The IT Girl is playing now 
through June 23. Tickets cost 
$30-45 and can be purchased at 
mbtheatre.com/. 

Page 6    ■          ■    June 6, 2019 Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

&Flo erFlo sw

Uncle L

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

wwgie Plants NVe ie P ants Nog

eed s F’sLuke’

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

!k!n S cw In Stoc

eStor

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

& seeFlo rerFlo sw

 Dairy DeveaveWeW Hav

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

Carry HolisticeeW olistic

ww

Carry

gie Plants NggeVge ie P ants Nog

s Compost is’snagDoo! Mor

stilizerreand F
Soil Amendments 

ORGANIC

’

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

c

k!kn S cw In Stoc

k!w in Stocows No

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

esherarma h r

aarieaid

F

W et
tu

e
Na urN

gged Mu

W

Ba ugged
en SdearGa

V

F

B

m F

Se

r

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

The USAe USAMad
ea

de in
ew r ats CChe

eatsrre and Do
 Carry Hee Carry
o

W
d

w Tr
gsg

&g &

g T

op Quality Doop Qo

g

of o
dod

alityo
est & Disease P

ty o
P Pr

momT
seasst &ral

h • Grass Seed • o
op Soi

Seed
oT

Gra
tingottP

ulch
ds • SoiTeed

T

Eg

P g & 
T

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

A!

oodFt F& Caa
duct

d

ges
ts

to Cama
w

o Ca
wStra

s
il • Stra

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

aake Us On Fac

o
Us On

Prd P
Lik

d BiildW ir dW

Mon

evi6691 Li  
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

or OOther Deals & Poook F s & P

esttv
er D

en & Lik
F

ic
cebo

vduc Chi en & icts • 

t 8am-6pm • ri 9am-6:30pm • SaFn-F
 of South Blvd).(1/4 Mile S

248-87 •yorTrnois • re T  
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

omotionsoPr motio

k Supplk Su lies toc

Sun 9am-5pm

79-9147  
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

All good things: Signing off for the last time in the pages of the Gazette
 

I first started 
writing for the 
Gazette nearly 30 

years ago, as a letter to the editor 
regarding the inane ramblings of a 
columnist whose ultra-
conservative views were too 
extreme for some. My rather 
tongue-in-cheek retort to that 
columnist led to a weekly column. 
And the rest, as they say, is 

history. 
Through the years, politics, 

economics, education, and 
reminisces have graced the pages 
of the Gazette, sometimes 
humorous, sometimes 
informative, and occasionally 
controversial, but like I wrote 
some 29 years ago in my first 
official column, it didn’t matter to 
me whether you agreed or not, 
only that it made you think, and 
perhaps respond. And boy, did 
they respond. 

Most were positive in nature, 
some nasty, and some were 
threats – with no veil whatsoever. 
I once had to report a letter to the 
police, so extreme was the 
response. But most people who 

wrote or emailed me were 
supportive and encouraging. 

I never suffered from writer’s 
block, and found that even weekly 
columns were not often enough to 
satisfy that inner desire within me 
to opine on matters of 
significance. I found that my 
reminisces, particularly those of 
summer antics or the holidays 
were the best received.  Growing 
up in Saginaw in the 1960s and 70s 
provided me with lots of 
anecdotes and stories that could 
only happen in a mid-Michigan, 
mid-sized town, to a middle child. 

I have had the opportunity to 
write well in excess of one 
thousand columns, some of which 
have found their way onto 

refrigerators, work message 
boards, and in one bizarre 
instance, the counter of a drug 
store in Scottsdale, Arizona that I 
was visiting for a late-night snack.  
I have even had people from 
several U.S. states email me about 
something I’d written that they 
had read in the Gazette they’d 
found in a restaurant or bar in 
their town, undoubtedly left 
behind by people who had been in 
Michigan earlier.   

It would seem the circulation 
of the Gazette might be a tad more 
than they think. 

But like all good things, my 
time with the Gazette is over. My 
life is in the midst of some rather 
big changes right now, and the 

time feels right for me to embark 
on other journeys, ones that I 
hope will be as rewarding as my 
time writing for the Gazette. 

For those of you interested in 
continuing to read my work, I 
would have you visit my blog at 
Gobluegrad.wixsite.com/website/. 

And for those of you interested 
in my photography, you may wish 
to follow me on my Instagram 
account, @_pjmphotography_. 

Who knows what the future 
holds at either the Gazette, or with 
me, but I know that both of us 
enjoyed the time we spent 
together. 

Signing off for the last time. 

PERSPECTIVES 
   
Op-Ed by    
PETE MAURER

 
AVONDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED BUDGET  

FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
 
 

The Avondale School District will hold a public hearing on its proposed budget for the 2019-2020 school year 
at a regular meeting of the Board of Education at the Avondale School District’s Administrative Offices, 2940 
Waukegan St., Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 17, 2019. Copies of the 
proposed budget will be available for public inspection at the Administrative Offices, 2940 Waukegan St., 
Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, from June 7, 2019, through 
June 17, 2019. 
 

THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE 
RATE PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED 

TO SUPPORT THE PROPOSED 
BUDGET WILL BE A SUBJECT 

OF THIS HEARING. 
 

Wayne Kakuda, Secretary 
Board of Education 
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A fun musical romp awaits at Meadow Brook Theatre with “The IT Girl”

PLAY REVIEW 
 
by 
SUZANNE ANGEO (member, American 
Theatre Critics Association) and 
GREG ANGEO (Member Emeritus, San 
Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle) 

Photo courtesy of Meadow Brook 
Theatre



GARAGE SALE 

Emerald Lakes Subdivision, east of 
Rochester, north of Square Lake. Dozens 
of homes. June 7-8, some open on June 6. 
9am-4pm. 

2/2 
HELP WANTED  

NOW HIRING 
Part-time position available at medical 
office in Rochester for certified medical 
assistant with office experience. Please call 
989-673-5488 or fax resume to 989-673-
0283. 

5/5 

SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

3/5 

FOR SALE 

Two cemetery plots at White Chapel in 
Garden of the Last Supper. $2,800 - Call 
Anita at 248-770-3595. 

2/2 

WANTED/ 
FOR SALE 

Live-in weekend housekeeper wanted. 
Upright piano for sale. 248-475-0976 or 
248-464-1950.  

2/2 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

 
1/1 

INSURANCE/ 
FINANCIAL 

Don’t go to a Dinner Seminar for your 
Financial advice, you will be able to afford a 
Steak Dinner on your own! 
I have a better solution, and it is guaranteed 
not to lose your initial investment. 
This is an Annuity and it has a 5 Year 
Accumulation, 1 year point to point. What 
does this mean? Call me for the details. We 
don’t need 2 or 3 appointments (unless you 
want to), this is easy! 
Buy a Fixed Indexed Annuity today. Call 
Scott Dickinson, a Certified Financial 
Fiduciary in Troy. There are only seven (7) of 
us in the State of Michigan. Remember, it’s 
all about trust. Join others who have 
bought annuities from me. Please go to 
nationalcffassociation.org, under directory 
to research my credentials. 
Call today 248-641-7800 Ext. 1015, or 
email me at scottd@republicund.com 
Finding a Financial Professional you can 
trust is key to achieving a successful  
retirement, and a piece of mind. 

2/3 

ADOPT A PET 
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful 
dogs and cats waiting for someone to 
come rescue them! All of their dogs are cur-
rent on age appropriate shots, microchip, 
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are 
up to date as well! If interested, please con-
tact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is 
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, 
in Pontiac.  

Vonda 

ADOPT A PET 
Bella 

Selese 

Falco 

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper 2 Papers 3 Papers

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢per
word50¢per

word25¢per
word

Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Gazette
Troy-Somerset

Sudoku

CLASSIFIEDS 
June 6, 2019
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Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes 
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspa-
pers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past 
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. 
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 

 

Part-Time Event Coordinator
• Assist in planning, producing and executing events

• Proficient with Mac, Excel, Word, Google Docs 
• Must be organized and comfortable multitasking

• Must be reliable and able to work in Troy Office  

Email resume to
Assistant@GazetteMediaGroup.com

Publisher 
Mark Nicholson 

Managing Editor 
Andrew Neal  

City Editor 

Drew Howard 

Editorial Contributors 

Elena Durnbaugh 
Nathan Inks 
Cynthia Kmett 
Amy Fortune 
Peter Maurer 

Advertising 

Pam Brown 
Pete O’Leary 

Production 

AJ White 
Catie McIntosh 

Circulation 
Melissa Leung 

Interns 

Justin Cooper 

TO SUBMIT EDITORIAL: 
News@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

ADVERTISING QUESTIONS: 
Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

248-524-4868 
6966 Crooks Road Suite 22 

Troy, MI 48098

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

GetYourGazette.com 

@RRHGazette

@RRHGazette
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Rock ‘n’ Rides

Family Fun with a Rockin Block Party

Downtown Royal Oak
Thursday, June 20: 2pm – 10pm Saturday, June 22: 11am – 11pm
Friday, June 21: 11am – 11pm Sunday, June 23: 11am – 10pm

$�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURFHHGV�EHQHÞWV�RYHU����ORFDO�QRQ�SURÞWV��VFKRROV�DQG�FKXUFKHV�

Sponsored by

Friday, June 21
2:00pm: Wood & Grain (American Roots

Rock)
3:00pm: Ameera and The Undertones 

(Funk/Alternative)
4:15pm: The Strangers (Rock/Indie)
5:30pm: Christian Vegh (Blues/Rock)
7:00pm: Dave Hamilton Band (Rock)
8:30pm: Ulterior Motive (Rock and Roll)
10:00pm: The Persuasion Band (Party Music)

Saturday, June 22
12:00pm: Banjolectric (Global Electro-Folk)
1:30pm: WØLFDARLING (Alternative)
3:00pm: Rock Steady (Classic Rock)
4:30pm: Corktown Popes (Americana/

Rock)
6:15pm: Nina & The Buffalo Riders  (Rock 

& Roll & Soul)
8:00pm: The Ruiners (Garage Rock/Punk)
9:45pm: Stone Clover (Paddy Slag/Rock)

Sunday, June 23
12:00pm: Al Bettis (Pop/R&B)
1:30pm: Ali McManus (Soft Rock/Pop)
3:00pm: Maiyana Davis (Blues Rock)
4:30pm: Overdrive Orchestra (Rock)
6:00pm: The Reefermen (Rock)
7:30pm: TAVISTOCK (Rock/Classic Rock)
9:00pm: The Gia Warner Band (Rock/

Americana)

More info at rocknridesro.com

Kids Stage with 
music, magicians, 

puppet shows 
and more!

Food
Trailers

Live music 
on the Soaring 
Eagle Casino 

& Resort Stage

18-ride 
Carnival

Block Party on 
5th Street 

(Friday – Sunday) 
featuring ROAK and 
River Rouge Brewing 

Companies


