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Regional transit sees renewed support from county leaders

by LAUREN NICHOLSON 
Rochester City Council 

received a report from the 
Planning Commission about the 
discussion surrounding a 
potential new building at 120 
Main Street. The proposed 
development would sit on the 
east side of Main Street 
downtown, south of 2nd Street.  

The building, as it was 
presented to the Rochester 
Planning Commission by the 
developer, was to be 5 stories 
high above ground, 2 stories 
below ground. The size of the 
building was cause for concern 
among the council members and 
commissioners. 

Overall, the planning 
commission found the project to 
be too large of a scale to fall in 
line with the existing character of 
the downtown area in Rochester. 
The commissioners found that if 
one were to drive into downtown 
Rochester northbound, the 
prospective structure would 
dominate the skyline of the core 
downtown and cover the charm 
of the existing historical 
buildings. 

“In the artistic renderings, 
coming down the south hill, the 
building would obscure the entire 
downtown corridor on the east 
side,” Mayor Rob Ray said. “You 
wouldn’t be able to see any of the 
building faces on Main Street." 

The Planning Commission is 
moving to clarify the existing 

Planning 
Commission turns 
down 7-story 
building proposal

Leaf clean-up 
The Rochester Public Works 

Department is working hard to 
pick up your leaves, but with the 
frozen conditions this past week, 
they say the process has gotten 
messy. 

As they attempt to clear the 
roadways with a front end loader 
and dump truck, there will be 
some debris left on the streets, 
which will be picked up after the 
thaw with the vacuum machines.  

After the projected warm-up 
on Thursday, November 21, try 
and re-organize your leaves at the 
gutter to make the vacuum 
process easier and quicker next 
week during the warmer 
conditions. 

More updates can be found 
at Rochestermi.org/508/Leaf-
Collection/. 

 

Gifts & Greens Market 
is a Rochester tradition 

The Rochester Garden Club 
will host a holiday shopping 
experience. Funds raised from this 
sale provide thousands of dollars 
for the club to give back to the 
Rochester area. 

The Gifts & Greens Market 
will be held on Thursday, 
December 5 with an Opening Gala 
running from 6-8 p.m. ($5 
admission) and Market Days are 
Friday, December 6 from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m., and Saturday, December 7 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. with a $2 
admission. The market is at the 
Rochester Administration 
Building, 501 University four 
blocks west of Rochester 
Road/Main Street. 

For more details, go to 
RochesterGardenClub.org/.

$375,000 • Ranch • 2 Car Garage 
This Home Has Over 3500 sq. ft. 

of Finished Living Space!

2078 CATTAIL CIR ! ROCHESTER HILLS

Wayne County Executive 
Warren C. Evans joined with 
Oakland County Executive Dave 
Coulter, Washtenaw County Board 
of Commissioner Chair Jason 
Morgan, and Detroit Mayor Mike 
Duggan to support a proposed 
revision to Michigan’s Municipal 
Partnership Act (MPA). The 
regional leaders say MPA revisions 
provide an additional mechanism 
and first step toward expanding 
regional transit in Southeast 

Michigan. 
With the support of Michigan 

Speaker of the House Lee 
Chatfield (R-Levering) and 
Minority Leader Christine Greig 
(D-Farmington Hills), State Rep. 
Jason Sheppard (R-Temperance), 
the bill sponsor, joined the 
announcement on the Royal Oak 
Campus of Beaumont Health with 
several other elected officials. 

“The MPA gives local leaders 
an opportunity to craft and 

finance a substantive, politically-
viable transit plan for Wayne, 
Washtenaw, and Oakland 
counties,” said Evans. “Transit is a 
priority for our region and offers a 
potential pathway to a regional 
solution. At this point in time, we 
need to move forward with a 
coalition of the willing and the 
urgency this issue deserves.” 

The proposed MPA revisions 
(House Bill 5229) would make 

ROCHESTER KIWANIS hosted its Pass the Pasta dinner fundraiser on November 6 at River Crest in 
Rochester Hills. The event raised $1000 for Rochester Area Neighborhood House with the help of Stoney 
Creek Key Club members pictured above.
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technical revisions to the current 
law, passed in 2011, so that the 
region can have greater flexibility 
in finding a solution to transit. 

“We are asking the Michigan 
Legislature to give us this tool so 
that we can begin the hard work of 
developing a transit plan that 
provides value to our 
communities,” Coulter said. “Done 
right, improved transit and 
mobility has the potential to 
enhance economic development, 
resolve workforce constraints, 
and improve the quality of life for 
our residents.” 

House Bill 5229 will ensure 
municipal partnerships will be 
transparent and accountable to 
residents. Under the proposed 
legislation, voters in participating 
jurisdictions have the right to 
approve millages for any 
partnership. Additionally, millage 
revenue for partnerships will be 
protected from DDA or TIF 
captures. As with other regional 
endeavors, such as the DIA and 
Zoo, millage revenue for 
partnerships will not be subject to 
millage caps. 

“We have been working on 
solving our regional transit 
challenges for years to allow us to 
compete against other states for 
major economic opportunity and 
investment,” Duggan said. “This 
legislation is a big first step 
toward a transit solution that has 
escaped us for too long.” 

If the changes are approved 
by Lansing, leaders from Wayne, 
Washtenaw, and Oakland County 
as well as the city of Detroit will 
work with the Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA) to conduct a 
public engagement process and 

attempt to negotiate a three-
county partnership as a first step 
in expanded regional 
transportation. Under the MPA, 
Macomb County could join later 
should their transit needs grow 
from their current full county 
SMART structure. 

“Washtenaw County remains 
committed to working with our 
partners in Wayne and Oakland 
counties to develop a regional 
transportation system that works 
for our residents,” said Jason 
Morgan, Chair of the Washtenaw 
County Board of Commissioners. 

“Regional transportation is critical 
to ensuring inclusive economic 
growth for Southeast Michigan 
and we are ready and willing to 
move forward with developing a 
three-county transit solution. The 
MPA gives us that opportunity to 
take that next step, together.” 

Evans says he believes all four 
local leaders and the RTA will 
come together on the right plan 
for the region. “It has to be the 
right plan for all three counties 
and Detroit,” said Evans. “We are 
all mindful of working across the 
table to negotiate an agreement 
that meets the works for all of us.” 

HB 5229 is sponsored by Rep. 
Jason Sheppard (R-Temperance) 
and is currently pending before 
the House Committee on 
Transportation. Macomb County 
Executive Mark Hackel, who was 
not in attendance, supports the 
other regional partners moving 
forward. 

“We support the efforts of our 
regional partners exploring better 
connected regional transit 
options,” said Hackel. “As the only 
county in the region with a 
countywide service area, we look 
forward to future opportunities to 
better connect our region.”  
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skyline test and other regulations 
that place restrictions on 
potential developments in the 
downtown area. Such 
clarifications would create a clear 
standard for what’s acceptable 
and what’s not as the city moves 
forward and continues to receive 
proposals for potential 
developments in years to come. 

“I was really pleased with the 
discussion,” Council Member 

Nancy Salvia said. “The Chairman 
left the developer with the 
message that we’re open for 
business but, what you’re 
presenting here isn’t going to 
work in our community." 

There was no talk of the same 
developer returning with a revised 
plan, but the City Council and the 
Planning Commission made it 
clear that they are still open to 
proposals for the plot at 120 Main 
Street.

PLANNING, From page 1

Planners turn down proposed building 
on Main Street citing scale and skyline 

ARTISTIC RENDERINGS of the proposed building presented to the 
Rochester Planning Commission.

THE STONEY CREEK HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS SWIM & DIVE TEAM had 
a big night in the pool on November 8 at the OAA Red League Finals 
meet. SCHS Girls Swim set six new school records, three individual 
champions, two all-League swimmers, and four new State qualifying 
times for MI D1 States in Holland. Pictured above, the SCHS 200 
Medley Relay team (left to right) Paige Koscielski, Shiloh Malanoski, 
Emily Shores, and Hannah Soderstrom.

Leaders support partnership on regional transit

Oakland Executive David Coulter

TRANSIT, From page 1



 

!   BUT HOW 
WAS HIS POOL 
GAME? Friday 
night around 
midnight, while 

on patrol, a Rochester officer was 
flagged down by a Main Street 
Billiards employee who said that 
they had recently kicked out a 
male subject for being too 
intoxicated inside of their 
business. The employee said the 
subject refused to leave the area 
behind the business in the W Alley 
and was now bugging other 
customers that were entering the 
business. The officer observed the 
subject from a distance as he sat 
on the edge of the landscaping 
just north of the back door. The 
subject was having a hard time 
keeping his balance and he was 
shouting things at some of the 
business patrons. Officer used his 
patrol vehicle PA system and 
warned him to leave the area. The 
subject instead walked to the front 
of the patrol vehicle with his 
hands on his head. The officer 
exited the patrol vehicle and made 
contact with the subject, 
identified as a 48-year-old from 
Shelby Township. He smelled of 
intoxicants and his eyes were very 
bloodshot. The officer asked the 
subject what the problem was, 
and he stated he was “half-way 
drunk." The man was transported 
back to the Rochester Police 
Department where he was 
processed, photographed and 
fingerprinted without issue. The 
officer administered a voluntary 
PBT to the subject with a result of 
.19 BAC. He was issued a citation 
for disorderly intoxication and 
later released after his BAC 
reached an acceptable level. 

!   LATE STOP AND A WIDE 
TURN – It was just after 1 a.m. 
when a Rochester officer was on 
patrol on westbound Third at 
Main St stopped at a red light. The 
officer noticed that a vehicle in 
front of him had stopped over the 
crosswalk on westbound Third, at 
Main, waiting to turn southbound 
on Main. The officer ran the 
driver's license plate and found 
that there was no proof of 
insurance. The officer waited for 
the westbound Third light to turn 
green and followed the vehicle as 
it turned southbound onto Main. 
The officer noticed the vehicle 
turned wide and went completely 
into the far west lane on 
southbound Main St., instead of 
the east lane on southbound Main. 

A traffic stop was conducted on 
the vehicle on Main St. While 
speaking with the driver, a 49-year-
old from Macomb, the officer 
could smell an odor of intoxicants 
coming from the interior of the 
vehicle. The driver said they had 
one beer about an hour ago. The 
driver was asked to do several 
field sobriety tasks and did so and 
failed them. The driver took a PBT 
with a .14 BAC result. Two 
subsequent breath samples 
yielded .15 and .14. The driver was 
given a ticket for OWI and later 
released.   

!   20 OVER AND SUPER 
DRUNK – Just before 2 a.m. while 
on patrol in the city of Rochester, 
an officer was driving southbound 
on S Main St and approaching W 
Third St. The officer observed a 
vehicle turn northbound onto S 
Main St from eastbound W Third 
St and accelerate very quickly up 
to the red light on northbound S 
Main St and E Fourth St. Since the 
officer was unable to capture the 
speed of the vehicle, the officer 
turned around to follow the 
vehicle northbound. When the 
traffic light turned green, the 
vehicle continued northbound on 
S Main St. The posted speed limit 
on S Main St in that area is 25 mph 
and the officer paced the vehicle 
at approximately 46 mph on S 
Main St near Olde Towne. The 
officer initiated a traffic stop of the 
vehicle on N Main St near 
Highland and made contact with 
the driver, identified as a 33-year-
old from Lake Orion. During the 
investigation, it warranted field 
sobriety tasks for the driver. The 
driver failed all of them. The 
driver then took a breath test and 
the result was .189 BAC. He was 
arrested for OWI and taken to the 
Rochester Police Department for 
further testing. He was given a 
breathalyzer and the result was 
.20 twice. He was processed and 
booked and held until sober. A 
warrant is being sought for BAC of 
.17 or higher. 

!   BOUCHARD STATEMENT 
ON RUN FOR COUNTY 
EXECUTIVE – Sheriff Michael J. 
Bouchard announced he will not 
pursue the position of Oakland 
County Executive. “My focus, first 
and foremost, has always been to 
keep Oakland County safe,” said 
Sheriff Bouchard. “Enhancing 
public safety for the entire county 
has always been my number one 
priority and it remains so.” 

 Note: If you have any 
information on the 
aforementioned crimes, call the 
Rochester Police Department at 
248-651-9621 or the OCSO 
Rochester Hills Substation at 
248-537-3530.
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“Half-way drunk” billiards heckler 
cited for disorderly intoxication

POLICE PATROL 

Jay’s Juniors gift-wrapping initiative at the Village
The Village of Rochester Hills 

has announced a charity gift-
wrapping initiative with all 
proceeds benefitting Jay’s Juniors, 
a program dedicated to 
supporting chronically and 
terminally ill children. 

The Gift-Wrapping Station 
will take place on weekends 
starting Friday, November 29 and 
will conclude Sunday, December 
22. The hours are Friday 5-8 p.m., 
Saturday 12-8 p.m., and Sunday 1-
5 p.m. 

The Village of Rochester Hills 
will be providing all the materials 
needed along with skilled 
volunteer wrappers that will 
personally gift wrap each package. 
Shoppers will be able to have all 
gifts wrapped with a minimum 

suggested donation of $5 for small 
packages, $6 for medium packages 
and $7 for large packages. The 
Village of Rochester Hills will 
match donations received during 
this holiday initiative and 100% of 
all proceeds will be going to Jay’s 
Juniors. The Jay’s Juniors Gift-
Wrapping station will be located 
within The Village of Rochester 
Hills at 346 N Adams Rd in 
Rochester Hills. 

This December will mark the 
6th year that Jay’s Juniors has 
taken children and their families 
on an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Walt Disney World.  

“Since I started Jay’s Juniors, I 
have been overwhelmed with the 
support from organizations to 
help this cause that is so near and 

dear to my heart. I am thankful for 
the Village of Rochester Hills and 
the community from coming 
together this holiday season. 
Being able to bring joy and 
happiness for all these children 
and their families and take their 
minds off everything else, gives 
me all the joy in the world,” said 
Jay Towers, Founder of Jay’s 
Juniors, Morning show anchor on 
WJBK-TV (FOX) and host of Jay 
Towers in the Morning on WNIC-
FM 100.3. 

In addition, children can bring 
their letters to Santa or write them 
onsite in the children’s letter-
writing area.  

For more information and 
event details, visit 
Villageofrochesterhills.com/.

Wishing You 
Blessings at 

Thanksgiving

MACLEISH BUILDING, INC. 
Master Builders since 1890 

650 E. Big Beaver Ste.F - Troy 48083 

(248) 524-3244 • macleishbuilding.com
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Holiday happenings at the Rochester Hills Public Library
Winter came early this year 

and with the snow comes the 
holidays. The Rochester Hills 
Public Library (RHPL) is hosting a 
variety of programs and concerts 
this year to spread holiday cheer. 

Get inspired to decorate for 
the holidays by touring some of 
the community’s most stunning 
interior displays during the 
Friends of the Rochester Hills 
Public Library’s Holiday Home 

Tour on Saturday, December 15 
from 12-5 p.m. Five area homes 
will open their doors to share 
their Christmas décor, holiday 
heirlooms, DIY ideas, and festive 
atmospheres with RHPL patrons 
and friends, all to raise money for 
RHPL programs and services. 
Additionally, the Friends’ Holiday 
Boutique will be held in RHPL’s 
Multipurpose Room on December 
15 from 1-6 p.m.  

Tickets to the Holiday Home 
Tour are $25 and will be available 

for cash and/or check payment at 
The Friends Store in RHPL, Lytle’s 
Pharmacy, Dillman & Upton, Wild 
Birds and Things at Adams and 
Walton Roads, and Werner’s 
Hallmark at Adams and Silverbell 
Roads. To purchase tickets with a 
credit card or through PayPal, 
visit Rhpl.org/. 

Registration opens November 
22 for RHPL’s beloved “Polar 
Express” event on Friday, 

December 6, from 6:30-9 p.m. 
Experience the holidays 
throughout the library with crafts, 
a story (The Polar Express), 
cookie decorating, games, and 
letters to Santa. The young and 
the young-at-heart can also visit 
with Santa, and take a trolley ride 
through downtown Rochester to 
see the Big Bright Lights Show. 
This event is free and open only to 
residents of Rochester, Rochester 
Hills, and Oakland Township and 
requires an RHPL card in good 

standing (not expired, no fines 
over $5) for all attending. 

Enjoy holiday fun in RHPL’s 
Eureka Lab and make your own 
holiday décor. Design and create 
personal holiday decorations at 
the lab on December 11 at 6 p.m. 
and December 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
Registration is required for this 
event. 

Plan ahead for the holiday 
season and buy some delicious 
cookies during the Friends of the 
Rochester Hills Public Library’s 
“Cookie Bake Sale” in the library 
on Saturday, December 14 from 9 
a.m.-6 p.m.  

Sing a song for all to hear at 
“Community Sings: Holiday 
Concert with Matt Watroba” on 
Sunday, December 22 from 2-3 
p.m. Watroba is a community 
singer with a knack for picking the 
perfect songs and stories for his 
audience. Whether in concert, at a 
festival, in a library, a school, or 
park, music-lovers can count on a 
performance that will get them 
singing, laughing, and feeling a bit 
better about the world. 
Community singing exists so that 
all willing singers, at all levels of 
skill, can experience the power of 
song and musical participation. 

Many know Watroba from his 
radio work both in Detroit and 
nationally through folkalley.com 
and as the founding host of “The 
Sing Out! Radio Magazine.” No 
matter your singing style or talent, 
come out and enjoy the holiday 
sing-along. Registration is 
required for this program.

12th Annual Kris Kringle Market
Downtown Rochester’s annual 

Kris Kringle Market returns this 
holiday season on Friday, 
December 6, 4-10 p.m. and 
Saturday, December 7, Noon-10 
p.m. The market will be located on 
W. Fourth Street between Main 
and Walnut and will coincide with 
The Big, Bright Light Show. 

The Kris Kringle Market is 
inspired by the 700-year-old 
tradition of the European 

Christmas markets. Visitors can 
enjoy food, shopping, live 
entertainment and the ambiance 
of an open-air holiday market. 
Offerings include hand-crafted 
gifts, fresh greens, baked goods, 
specialty foods, glass blowing and 
much more. 

“Visiting the Kris Kringle 
Market has become a tradition for 
many local families”, said Taylor 
Clayton, Marketing Coordinator 
for the Rochester DDA. “It’s a 
joyous atmosphere, with the 

streets aglow for The Big, Bright 
Light Show. You can see visitors 
getting into the holiday spirit as 
they shop.” 

Children can enjoy a visit and 
photo opportunity with Santa 
Claus, a chance to play in child-
sized gingerbread houses and 
warm up by the s’more station. 
Enjoy food and beverage in the 
warming tent. Visitors can 
purchase a commemorative mug 

filled with Gluhwein or enjoy 
hand-crafted beer sponsored by 
the Rochester Mills Beer Co and 
Fieldstone Winery. Proceeds from 
the warming tent will benefit the 
Rochester Area Youth Assistance 
(RAYA) on Friday evening and the 
Rochester Avon Recreation 
Authority (RARA) on Saturday. 

For more information, visit 
Downtownrochestermi.com or 
contact the Rochester DDA 
office at 248-656-0060.
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Paint Creek awarded minigrant for leadership staff 
Paint Creek Center for the Arts 

(PCCA) has been awarded a 
Professional Development 
minigrant of $750 from the State of 
Michigan Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs (MCACA). The 
grant was one of 561 applications 
to compete for MCACA fiscal year 
2019 funding. 

Nafeesah Symonette, Manager 

of Art Education, was selected as a 
member of the 2019-20 MCACA 
Rising Leaders cohort that offers 
15 participants the opportunity to 
participate in a series of activities 
meant to think reflectively on 
goals toward art and culture. 

To learn more, contact 
MCACA at 517-241-4011 or visit 
Michigan.gov/arts/.

Elf Shelf brings unique holiday gifts 
In Troy, the annual Elf Shelf, 

sponsored by the Troy Women’s 
Association to benefit many local 
charitable events and 
scholarships, is the perfect 
opportunity to find a special, 
unique gift for those on your 

holiday gift lift. This year’s 48th 
Annual Elf Shelf Arts & Crafts 
Show will be held Saturday, 
November 30, the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, at Troy High School 
at Long Lake and Northfield 
Parkway from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission is a minimum $3.00 
donation.  

Among the talented 200 
crafters bringing gifts you’ll want 
to give and the recipient will 

treasure is Patti Sherman of 
Buttons and Beads. This 35-year 
Clawson resident has many 
creative gifts from which to select. 
Many of you may remember the 
button pin craze of the past, but 
these pieces are quite different. 

Many items are particularly suited 
to be displayed in places where 
they will never need watering. 

Patti Sherman, a Seaholm 
graduate and Eastern Michigan 
graduate, always liked crafting, 
but as the mother of four, which 
included a set of twins, she didn’t 
have the luxury of much craft 
time. But in 2002 when her 
mother-in-law passed, she 
discovered a large collection of 

buttons, many of them vintage. 
She decided to make some gifts 
for her friends and her two 
daughters, who suggested, “You 
can do something with these.” 

Thus was born Buttons and 
Beads. Her creations are either in 
containers or attached to 
something she finds as an 
interesting platform for her 
handcrafted flowers, always made 
from interesting combinations of 
those buttons and beads. With the 
kids all grown, Patti’s business has 
expanded. She now visits flea 
markets, estate sales and even 
garage sales looking for 
containers will make wonderful 
arrangements. Of course, she 
says, “I’m always looking for 
buttons and beads, too… But half 
the fun is looking for the perfect 
containers.” 

She creates everything from 
small items perfect for the window 
ledge of an assisted living 
bedroom, or your kitchen window 
(a vintage potato masher made a 
great display for the kitchen sink) 
to wonderful centerpieces fit of a 
holiday or celebration table. Patti 
notes that a great container can 
spark an idea for making an 
arrangement. 

If you have a container that 
would make a perfect centerpiece, 
Patti also sells beautiful bouquets 
of handcrafted flowers you can 
arrange yourself, or have her do it 
for you. 

She loves coming to the craft 
shows, noting “I get to meet a lot 
of the very nicest people out 
there.” She can meet all of you on 
Saturday, November 30 at Troy 
High School from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It 
promises to be a great show, with 
the perfect gifts for everyone on 
your holiday shopping list.

BUTTONS AND BEADS adorning interesting containers are created by 
Patti Sherman, pictured here, and make wonderful gifts. Over 200 
juried handcrafters will be at Troy High School on Saturday, November 
30 to help you find the perfect presents. Admission is $3 and no 
strollers, please.

RSO hosts annual Winter Wonderland concert December 13
The Rochester Symphony 

Orchestra (RSO) is pleased to 
announce its annual Winter 
Wonderland concert, Friday, 
December 13 from 8-10 p.m. at St. 
Paul's United Methodist Church, 
located at 620 Romeo Rd in 
Rochester. 

The orchestra will entertain 
concertgoers with a variety of 
nostalgic seasonal favorites. As a 
special holiday treat, the RSO will 
welcome the award-winning 
Stoney Creek High School choirs 
who will sing many popular 
holiday selections. 

Dr. Brandon Ulrich, director 
of Choral Activities at Stoney 
Creek High School, has been 
teaching at the high school since 
it opened in 2002. He directs the 
men's choir, treble choir, concert 
choir, chorale, and the chamber 

singers. He is an advocate for new 
music, having established the 
Stoney Creek Commissioning 
Project that annually premiers 
several new works. He also is an 
active, sought-out composer. 

Attendees also can look 
forward to sing-a-longs with the 
RSO and the high school choirs. 

Order your tickets early. They 
will sell out. You can order them at 
Rochestersymphony.com/. The 
cost is $5 for students and $25 for 
adults. 

If you would like to support 
Toys for Tots, consider bringing 
an unwrapped toy to the concert.  

In addition, mark your 
calendars for the final two RSO 
concerts of the 2019/2020 season. 

A Chamber Orchestra 
Concert will take place Sunday, 
March 15, 2020 at 3 p.m. at St. 

Paul's United Methodist Church, 
featuring violinists Lorrie Gunn 
and Maestro Milicevic. 

And RSO will host their 
Spring Concert on Friday, May 15, 
2020 at 8 p.m. at St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church. The season 
finale offers music for everyone 
including classic songs of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein with local 
soloists Alta and Drake Dantzler, 
as well as the annual performance 
of the Young Artist Competition 
winner 

The mission of the Rochester 
Symphony Orchestra is to enrich 
the cultural experiences available 
in the Greater Rochester area. 

For more information on the 
Rochester Symphony Orchestra, 
visit RochesterSymphony.com, or 
send an email to  
info@rochestersymphony.com.
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GARDEN CENTER
High quality plants & service for your gardening success since 1964.

3820 West Auburn Road • Rochester Hills • 248-852-2310 
(2 Blocks East of Adams Road)

Mon- Sat 8am-5:30pm • Sun 9am-5pm

www.auburnoaksnursery.com

Gift Cards Always AvailableGift Cards Always Available

$500 OFF $200 OFF
Full Size 

Memorial Blanket
Fresh Evergreen 

Wreaths
Holiday Roping 

White Pine/Cedar

Any Memorial 
Pillow or Half  Blanket

Any Michigan  
Cut Christmas Tree

Any One 
Regular Priced 

Garden Tool

With Coupon. No Limit  
Expires 12-15-19

With Coupon. No Limit  
Expires 12-15-19

With Coupon. No Limit  
Expires 12-15-19

With Coupon. No Limit  
Expires 12-15-19

$25.00 & up 
With Coupon  

Expires 12-15-19
With Coupon 

Expires 12-15-19

Michigan Cut Christmas Trees 
Evergreen Porch Pots 
Cemetery Memorials 
Roping           Gift Ideas 
Freshmade Evergreen 
 Wreaths 10 inch to 7ft

$200 OFF

$200 OFF $500 OFF 20% OFF

Oakland University awarded NEH grants to preserve 
archives and special collections

The first floor of Kresge 
Library is home to Oakland 
University Archives and Special 
Collections, a vast trove of books, 
newspapers, photos, microfilms, 
audio/visual materials and 
artifacts. Many are centuries old 
and held exclusively by OU 
Libraries.    

Aside from their value as 
sources for research and 
scholarship, these precious 
materials share one thing in 
common: they’re all susceptible to 
environmental factors that can 
hinder their preservation.   

To support the longevity of 
these items, Oakland University 
recently received a preservation 
assistance grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 
The $9,943 award is funding an 
environmental monitoring 
program that will help library staff 
improve preservation of OU 
Archives and Special Collections. 

Until this point, environmental 
monitoring at OU Libraries had 
largely been conducted 
“anecdotally” with basic 
thermometers and hygrometers, 
according to Dominique Daniel, 
coordinator of OU Archives and 
Special Collections. 

“We wanted to raise our 
environmental monitoring to a 
level that meets industry 
standards,” she said. “Especially 
since we’re in a geographic area 
where temperatures and relative 
humidity tend to fluctuate a lot.”     

As part of the grant, Sean 
Ferguson, a preservation 
specialist at the Northeast 
Document Conservation Center, 
visited campus to advise library 
staff on program implementation 
and assist with placement of data 
loggers at strategic locations 
throughout OU Archives and 
Special Collections. The devices 
record data on temperature and 
relative humidity, two of the most 
important factors influencing an 
item’s preservation.  

To monitor storage spaces, 
the data loggers are placed in 
close proximity to archival 
materials, where they record data 
at 30-minute intervals each day. 
The data will be uploaded 
monthly to environmental 
monitoring software and, after one 
year, will be used to assess the 
environmental quality of storage 
spaces. This will allow library staff 
to determine which spaces are 
best for preserving the most 
vulnerable materials and also take 
steps to improve storage 
environments. 

“Based on the data, we can 
change the storage locations of 
the most sensitive items,” Daniel 
said. “We can also eliminate micro-

climates in storage spaces that 
may have uniquely bad 
environmental conditions.” 

Daniel said the environmental 
monitoring program will benefit 
all the university's collections, 
including more than 100,000 
photographs, some 19,000 books, 
2,000 linear feet of manuscripts, 
historic newspapers, thousands of 
maps and hundreds of artifacts.  

This is OU’s second 
preservation assistance grant 
from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. In 2018, the 
university received a $6,000 grant 
that funded a general assessment 

of its archival policies and 
practices. That led to a 
recommendation to institute an 
environmental monitoring 
program, which in turn, could 
help OU compete for future 
preservation assistance grants. 

“We are extremely grateful 
for the NEH grants, as well as the 
professional support the NEDCC 
has provided,” Daniel said. “We 
recognize the intrinsic value of 
preserving not only the history of 
Oakland University, but also the 
history of the region and beyond. 
The environmental monitoring 
program will help ensure these 

materials are preserved for years 
to come.”  

OU Archives and Special 
Collections contain rare and 
private press books, pamphlets, 
and ephemera from the 1500s-
present, including unique books 
not held in any other library. Of 
particular note are letters by 
Thomas Jefferson and Abraham 
Lincoln, as well as first editions of 
literary classics by Charles 
Dickens and Mark Twain.  

Other highlights include 17th- 
and 18th-century conduct 
manuals and cookbooks from the 
Marguerite Hicks Collection; the 

1863-64 Civil War diary of Captain 
George H. Starr, Company D, 104th 
New York Infantry from the 
William Springer Collection; and 
historic photos of Oakland 
County, such as an 1874 photo of 
the first settlers of the area and a 
World War I photo of women and 
children workers at the Western 
Knitting Mills (now the Rochester 
Mills Brewery) from the newly 
acquired Rod and Susan Wilson 
Collection. 

For more information about 
OU Libraries, visit 
Library.oakland.edu/. 

Sean Ferguson, photo courtesy of Oakland University

WNBA star Lisa Leslie to keynote 
annual Keeper of the Dream Awards 

Oakland University will 
welcome three-time WNBA MVP, 
four-time Olympic Gold Medalist 
and Hall of Famer Lisa Leslie as 
the keynote speaker for its annual 
Keeper of the Dream Awards 
Celebration on Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, January 20, 2020.  

“I am very excited and 
looking forward to having Lisa 
Leslie on our campus,” said Omar 
Brown-El, senior director of the 
Center for Multicultural Initiatives 
at Oakland University. “The 
Keeper of the Dream event honors 

and recognizes leaders in our 
community and Ms. Leslie is a Hall 
of Famer and an Olympic Gold 
Medalist who definitely has 
displayed strong leadership and 
dedication to the community.” 

Leslie was a member of the 
gold-winning U.S. Olympic teams 
in 1996, 2000, 2004 and 2008; and 
is the first team sport athlete to 
win four consecutive Olympic 
Gold Medals. 

In 2001, Leslie was the first 
WNBA player to win the regular 
season MVP, the All-Star Game 
MVP, and the playoff MVP in the 
same season. That same year, she 
also led the Los Angeles Sparks to 
their first WNBA Championship.  

Leslie's first book, “Don’t Let 
the Lipstick Fool You,” points the 
spotlight onto her life off the 
court, where being a confident 
champion was not always simple. 

In 2016 she wrote her second 
book, “From the Court to the 
Boardroom,” which inspires 
athletes to use their mental 
approach to the game and team 
work in business. 

To learn more, contact the 
Center for Multicultural 
Initiatives at cmi@oakland.edu 
or 248-370-4404.

 Visit the Village of Rochester 
Hills’ Light the Village event on 
Friday, November 22 starting at 6 
p.m. Celebrating its 18th year, 
Light the Village will be filled with 
many family fun activities and 
performances. 

English Gardens will host a 
make & take ornament station. 
Kids will be able to enjoy a bounce 
house, visits from Stan the 
Fireman, and Cornerstone 
Community Financial is providing 
“The Grouch." Premiere Academy 

is providing free popcorn for all.  
Santa Claus will also be 

stopping by on his sleigh. Children 
of all ages can get pictures with 
Santa starting after 7:45 p.m. in the 
Gazebo until 9 p.m.  

Live performance acts include 
David Thomas & Co, the Pointe 
Academy Dance Center, Meadow 
Brook Theatre Carolers, and more.  

For more information, visit 
the Village of Rochester Hills’ 
Facebook page or call 248-375-
9451.

Light the Village November 22



SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

6/9 

REAL ESTATE 
   Realtors Wanted 

Please visit 
 paquetterealty.com 

586.443.0125 
1/2 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

 

HELP WANTED  
TECHNOLOGY 

CSC Covansys Corporation is accepting 
resumes for the position of Professional 
Application Delivery in Auburn Hills, MI (Ref. 
# CSCMAHRCH1). Coordinates activities of 
functional areas or of department account 
leads to ensure that business solution 
requirements are met. Provides assistance 
in interpreting demand forecasts and 
planning; works with team members to 
provide high quality specifications for 
complete end-to-end project delivery. Mail 
resume to CSC Covansys Corporation, 
5400 Legacy Drive, Plano, TX 75024. 
Resume must include Ref. #, full name, 
email address & mailing address. No phone 
calls. Must be legally authorized to work in 
U.S. without sponsorship. EOE.  

1/1 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK! 

HELP WANTED  
TECHNOLOGY 

CSC Covansys Corporation is accepting 
resumes for the position of Professional 
Application Designer in Auburn Hills, MI 
(Ref. #CSCMAHNDA1). Provides design 
documents and translates into component-
level designs to accelerate development. 
Provides design expertise in support of 
development team efforts to provide flexible 
reusable components to increase cost 
effectiveness. Mail resume to CSC 
Covansys Corporation, 5400 Legacy Drive, 
Plano, TX 75024. Resume must include Ref. 
#, full name, email address & mailing 
address. No phone calls. Must be legally 
authorized to work in U.S. without 
sponsorship. EOE. 

1/1 
CLEANING 

Seeking clients for locally owned cleaning 
business. I am experienced in interior 
cleaning of real estate for agents, office 
buildings, and daytime housekeeping for 
residential homes. Solid references, all 
cleaning products and equipment provided 
at no extra cost. $25/hr. Call 248-982-0784. 

1/2  
ADOPT A PET 

Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful 
dogs and cats waiting for someone to 
come rescue them! All of their dogs are cur-
rent on age appropriate shots, microchip, 
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are 
up to date as well! If interested, please con-
tact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is 
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, 
in Pontiac.  

Urchin 

ADOPT A PET 

Harley 

Francois 

Rucka

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Place Your Classified Here
Two Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in both Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach readers
in Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, and surrounding communities.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12

2 Papers

$20

50¢ per
word25¢ per

word

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Gazette
Troy-Somerset

Novenas Available 
for $17 per week

Sudoku
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Advertising Sales Account Manager
We're looking for an Advertising Account Manager

If you are interested, please call our o!ce to 
schedule an interview and learn more about the 

position - 248-524-4868.
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You probably hoped to be 
driving on new lanes of 
northbound I-75 this week. Due to 
weather delays and additional 
work added to the original 
contract, switching northbound I-
75 traffic to its pre-construction 
configuration has been delayed 
until late December. Currently, 
both directions of I-75 are sharing 
the southbound side of the 
freeway, separated by a 
temporary concrete barrier 
between 13 Mile Road and 
Coolidge Highway. Two lanes are 
open in each direction. Originally, 
the traffic switch to place 
northbound traffic on the newly 
constructed northbound lanes 
was to occur by Thanksgiving. 

The delay is primarily due to 
lost production caused by an 
abnormally wet spring, heavy rain 
events during the summer, 
extreme temperatures, and a 
record snowfall in November. The 
process to move northbound 
traffic onto the northbound lanes 
and opening additional lanes will 
be completed in stages starting 
this month. 

"This delay is not due to lack 
of effort," said Sue Datta, MDOT 
senior project manager for 
segment 2 of the I-75 
modernization project. "On 
average, between contractors, 
laborers and MDOT personnel, we 
had close to 200 people working 
on this job daily in various areas 
over the 9-mile work zone. No 
other project compares in 
complexity and scope to this 
complete infrastructure 
replacement." 

Since March 1, crews have 
lost roughly 60 days of production 
due to adverse weather. 

Before northbound traffic can 
be switched over, crews need to 

complete ramp work and some 
mainline paving. 

During the winter months, 
crews will be working on a sound 
wall near Wattles Road on 
northbound I-75 that was not 
included in the original contract. 
This will result in a single-lane 
closure on northbound I-75 from 
Big Beaver to Wattles roads during 
the winter months. Crews will also 
begin prep work for the 
reconstruction of the southbound 
lanes in 2020. 

This $224 million project 
involves reconstructing more than 
8 miles of pavement in each 
direction, improving 18 
structures, upgrading drainage, 
constructing community-

developed aesthetics and 
federally approved noise walls, 
and continuing construction of an 
additional travel lane between 
Coolidge Highway and 13 Mile 
Road. 

Segment 2 of the I-75 
modernization project involves 
reconstructing 8.5 miles of 
pavement in each direction and 
improving 18 bridges over a two-
year period. 

The 2019 work focused on 
rebuilding the northbound lanes 
and replacing 11 bridges from 13 
Mile Road to Coolidge Highway. 
Due to weather delays, the 
opening of the northbound lanes 
is expected to occur in late 
December.

1775 S Rochester Rd.  
Rochester Hills, MI  48307

(248) 266-7680

Schedule your visit TODAY!
 www.anthologyseniorliving.com

You’re invited to join us for a

personal tour & complimentary lunch. 

Call (248)266-7680 to make your reservation!
(Hurry in - limited number of apartments remain)

Assisted Living | Memory Care

Celebrate Life...
at every age

Weather causes delay in opening new lanes of I-75 City seeking applicants for open seats on 
Planning Commission and OPC

The city of Rochester is 
seeking applicants interested in 
serving on either the Planning 
Commission or as the Citizen 
Member on the OPC Board. 
Applications are due by no later 
than Wednesday, December 4 at 4 
p.m. for first consideration. 

If you are interested in 
serving on a board or 
commission,  download and fill 
out the application at 
Rochestermi.org/bcapp/. Hard 
copies of the application are also 
available in person at City Hall by 
request. 

To submit in person or by 
mail, print and fill out the 
application, and submit to the 

attention of the Clerk’s Office at 
City Hall, 400 6th Street, 
Rochester, MI 48307. 

To submit electronically, 
download the application and 
then fill it out with a PDF viewer, 
as your changes will not be saved 
within the browser. The “Attach to 
Email” button will automatically 
attach the application to an email 
message via your computer’s 
email program. 

If you do not have an email 
program installed on your 
computer, you may also manually 
attach the application to an email 
message and send it to 
boardsandcommissions@rocheste
rmi.org.

Friends roll out 
their best 

Shop for unique gifts at the 
Friends of the Rochester Hills 
Public Library Quality Used Book 
Sale. It’ll fill the first floor hallway 
of the library (500 Olde Town in 
downtown Rochester) on 
December 12-14.  

What’s for sale? Every year 
the Friends receive donations that 
are new or like-new; some still in 
the original shrink-wrap. These 
are saved for the Quality sale so 
folks have the opportunity to buy 
special gifts at very reasonable 
prices. As well as books, there will 
be DVDs, CDs, toys, games and 
miscellaneous items. 

Date and time details: 
Thursday, December 12 from 3-
8:30 p.m.; Friday, December 13, 
9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; and Saturday, 
December 14, 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.


