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Film Society ends efforts to bring theatre to downtown

by LAUREN NICHOLSON 
State Senator Mallory 

McMorrow visited the Rochester 
City Council this week to provide 
updates and insight from Lansing. 

McMorrow began her 
discussion on the topic of water 
testing and the new Lead and 
Copper Rule that is currently 
being rolled out. 

“There have been a number 
of municipalities, some of which 
I represent in Oakland County, 
that have tested positive for 
elevated lead levels in our water,” 
McMorrow said. 

McMorrow assured that in 
Oakland County “the source of 
our water is very safe,” but 
individual homes may be where 
the source of the contamination 
lies. The new Lead and Copper 
Rule sets requirements for water 
testing for municipalities that will 
make it easier to find the source 
of contamination. Under the new 
rule, by 2040 all lead and copper 
water service lines must be 
replaced by law. 

When it comes to the 
“contentious budget season,” as 
McMorrow put it, she reported 
that both sides of the aisle are 
still working to find where 
compromise can be made. As a 
result, a long term infrastructure 
solution has been cut out for the 
time being. McMorrow 
encouraged those with specific 

Sen. McMorrow 
provides update 
to Rochester 
City Council

Von Maur coming to 
the Village 

Construction has begun on 
Midwest department store Von 
Maur, coming to the Village of 
Rochester Hills in 2020.  

Von Maur offers apparel, 
shoes, accessories, beauty 
products, and gifts. The former 
two-story Carson’s department 
store will undergo a complete 
renovation and is expected to 
open Fall of 2020. 

Earlier this year, The Village of 
Rochester Hills celebrated the 
openings of Sephora, [solidcore], 
Barnes & Noble, and Menchie’s 
Frozen Yogurt, enhancing its retail 
line-up that includes Pottery Barn, 
lululemon, Woodhouse Day Spa, 
Whole Foods, P.F. Chang’s China 
Bistro, and more. 

“Von Maur combines 
exceptional customer service with 
an outstanding selection of 
designer and on-trend fashion 
brands,” says Bruce Aikens, Vice 
Chairman of Robert B. Aikens & 
Associates. “Von Maur’s addition 
to The Village underscores our 
commitment to enhancing our 
guest’s experience with new 
stores to shop, dine, and be 
entertained. We are confident that 
Von Maur’s exciting fashion 
environment and unparalleled 
shopping experience will resonate 
with the Village shopper.” 

Von Maur offers brands such 
as Vineyard Vines, Free People, 
Kate Spade, Kendra Scott, Michael 
Kors and Peter Millar, among 
many others. Von Maur was 
founded 147 years ago in 
Davenport, Iowa, and has grown 
to include 35 stores in fifteen 
states. 

For more information on 
Von Maur, visit Vonmaur.com/.

See McMORROW, page 2
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The Theatre Group of 
Rochester Company, doing 
business as the Film Society of 
Rochester, has ended its efforts to 
bring a movie theatre to 
downtown Rochester. 

The group was formed in 
2011 to purchase and renovate 
the former Hills Theatre in 
downtown Rochester and to 
establish an art house theatre in 
the building. Made up of members 
of the Rochester-Avon Historical 
Society and community citizens, 
the committee established goals 

of bringing back the historical 
tradition of a movie house in 
downtown Rochester, enticing 
moviegoers to experience a 
unique array of films in a restored 
historic theatre building and 
encouraging downtown economic 
growth. 

The plan for the restored 
theatre was to show a variety of 
films such as documentaries, 
vintage films, newsreels, and 
newer films, and include live 
music and theatre entertainment. 
Additional uses, such as for 

streaming in live performances, 
lectures and as a community 
auditorium, also were explored. 

Committee members had 
discussions with theatre 
consultants experienced in 
restoring historic theaters, as well 
as with the Oakland County 
Department of Economic 
Development and Community 
Affairs and the Michigan 
Economic Development 
Corporation, among others. 

With financial support from 

HAPPY  
HALLOWEEN

THE STONEY CREEK BOYS CROSS COUNTRY team this week was crowned D1 Region 9 Regional 
Champions. The Stoney Creek girls cross country squad qualified for States as a team as well. Photo via 
Stoney Creek Booster Club

See THEATRE, page 2



the City of Rochester, the Theatre 
Group of Rochester Company 
engaged a consultant to develop a 
feasibility study and business plan 
in 2013. The feasibility study 
included architectural drawings 
for restoring the Hills as a working 
theatre, as well as the financial, 
operational and capital 
information required to determine 
the viability and support for 
restoring the theatre in downtown 
Rochester. 

The Film Society of Rochester 
had sought major financial 
donations for the purchase and 
renovation of the Hills Theatre 

building. Unfortunately, these 
efforts were not successful in 
gaining the necessary funding and 
support in the Rochester 
community. The Film Society also 
has explored alternative funding 
sources, including commercial 
lending and grants, with limited 
success. 

At a recent meeting of the 
Theatre Group of Rochester 
Company, a motion to dissolve the 
group was unanimously approved. 

The subcommittee Dogman 
Film Frenzy will have the 
opportunity to continue to plan 
future film festivals and group film 
viewings.

state budget questions or 
concerns to contact her office. 

McMorrow also touched on a 
law recently passed unanimously 
by the legislature defining the 
scope of practice for licensed 
professional counselors. The 
scope of practice defined by the 
new law includes their ability to 
diagnose and provide 
psychotherapy techniques, giving 
Michiganders better access to 
more affordable mental health 
care. 

Lastly, McMorrow spoke 
about a package of bills that she 
wrote to increase electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure. The 
bipartisan package of bills have 
the potential to make Michigan 
the first fully networked state in 
the country. 

“We’ve heard from a lot of 
people in Oakland County that we 
want to be leaders in this space 

and continue our position in the 
world, of our auto industry 
retaining competitiveness,” 
McMorrow said.  

To contact the office of 
Senator Mallory McMorrow, 
call 517-373-2523.
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McMorrow addresses lead levels, budget, electric vehicles
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SERVICE

THE AHMADIYYA MUSLIM COMMUNITY OF DETROIT, based in 
Rochester Hills, held a 'Real Talk on Islam' event at the Congregational 
Church of Birmingham - United Church of Christ on Sunday, October 
20. More than 80 members of the church were in attendance.

 
PLAY        TRAIN        ENTERTAIN

LESSONS - LEAGUES - PRIVATE EVENTS

Book online at www.xgolfshelby.com
or  www.xgolfrochesterhills.com

45599 Market St. • Shelby Townshipy p
586-991-6190

1134 S Rochester Rd. • Rochester Hills
248-759-4195

Film Society suspends efforts for theatre

CORRECTION: 
In last week’s Rochester 
Gazette, a photo one page 1 
misidentified the benefactor of 
bicycles as Children’s 
Hospital. The headline should 
have read “Chief Financial 
partners with Pontiac 
Community Foundation and 
Holy Spokes to make bikes for 
children.”

THEATRE, From page 1

Mayors, police chiefs 
send letter urging 
background check 
legislation 

This week the Presidents of 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors and 
Major Cities Chiefs Association 
sent a letter to Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 
and Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY) calling on them 
to consider needed legislation 
that would establish a stronger 
system of background checks 
covering all firearms purchases. 

“Our communities cannot 
afford to wait any longer for the 
federal government to address the 
epidemic of gun violence," said 
U.S. Conference of Mayors 
President Bryan Barnett, Mayor of 
Rochester Hills. "We know that 
bipartisan, sensible gun safety 
legislation will make our cities 
safer without compromising gun 
owners’ rights. That is why we are 
calling upon Majority Leader 
McConnell and Minority Leader 
Schumer to consider legislation 
that would ensure all firearms 
purchases go through our 
background check system." 

Learn more about the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors at 
Usmayors.org.



 

■ SPEEDING 
WHILE 
SUSPENDED – 
Last Friday night 
just before 10 

p.m., a Rochester officer was in 
the area of Dequindre and Runyon 
and observed a vehicle traveling 
at a high rate of speed. The officer 
activated his radar which showed 
the vehicle traveling 56 mph in a 
45 mph zone. A traffic stop was 
conducted, and the officer made 
contact with the driver, a 38-year-
old Shelby Twp. woman. A records 
check of the female driver showed 
her license was currently 
suspended. She was transported 
to the Rochester police 
department and later released 
with a pending court date for 
driving while license suspended. 

■ VIOLENT THREATS 
AGAINST YOUNG WOMAN – Last 
week, the Oakland County 
Sheriff’s Operations Center was 
notified by the Michigan State 
Police that they had received a tip 
by someone using the “Okay to 
Say” tip-line that a male subject, 
possibly a juvenile, had been 
making threats on social media to 
do harm to a female juvenile. 
Police say the threats were very 
specific and violent in nature. Due 
to the potential validity of the 
threats, deputies responded to the 
suspect’s address on Steamboat 
Springs Drive to speak with him. A 
detective was notified and 
responded to assist deputies with 
their investigation. With the 
permission of their parents, the 
victim and the alleged suspect, 
both 15-year-old residents of 
Rochester Hills, were interviewed 
by the detective. The suspect 
became uncooperative with the 
detective and was subsequently 

housed at Oakland County 
Children’s Village pending a 
juvenile intake hearing. The 
incident remains under 
investigation. 

■ ROLLING STOP – It was 
around 2 a.m. on a weekend night 
when a Rochester officer was in 
the area of University and Walnut 
and observed a vehicle roll 
through the stop sign at the 
intersection. A traffic stop was 
conducted, and the officer made 
contact with the driver, a 29-year-
old Metamora man. The officer 
observed signs the driver had 
been drinking and he was placed 
through field sobriety testing. He 
failed all offered tests and was 
transported to the Rochester 
police department where he 
agreed to an offered breath test 
resulting in a .14% BAC. The driver 
was held until sober and released 
with a pending court date for 
operating while intoxicated. 

■ NO SIGNAL – On the same 
weekend night as the previous 
arrest, a Rochester officer was in 
the area of Glendale and Main and 
observed a vehicle change lanes 
twice without signaling. The 
officer also paced the vehicle at 45 
mph in a 35 mph zone. A traffic 
stop was conducted, and the 
officer made contact with the 
driver, a 35-year-old Franklin, AR 
man. The officer observed signs 
the driver had been drinking and 
he was placed through field 
sobriety testing. He failed all 
offered tests and was transported 
to the Rochester police 
department where he agreed to an 
offered breath test resulting in a 
.20% BAC. The male was held until 
sober with a pending court date 
for operating while intoxicated 
with a high BAC. 

Note: If you have any 
information on the 
aforementioned crimes, call the 
Rochester Police Department at 
248-651-9621 or the OCSO 
Rochester Hills Substation at 
248-537-3530.
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Failure to stop will cause problems

POLICE PATROL 

Keeping the Pride in 
EXCELLENCE

Rochester Community Schools is ranked as a top school district.  
A building and site sinking fund will enable RCS to keep its excellent 

standing by funding infrastructure improvements, repairs and 
replacements, enhancing security, and upgrading technology on a 
pay-as-you-go basis. This investment in our schools will help keep 

instructional dollars in the classroom.

This building and site sinking fund proposal is a zero-tax increase 
initiative. Four prior bond issues will be paid off  in 2019 and 2020. 

That means the community can approve a sinking fund and 
taxes would not increase from previous years.

Sustainable funding for:
• Infrastructure improvements
• Repairs and replacements
• Security enhancements
• Technology upgrades

It has these benefits:
• Zero tax increase for homeowners
• Pay-as-you-go plan
• No borrowing, zero interest
•  Helps every student in every school

Key points about this sinking fund proposal

For more information go to: www.rochester.k12.mi.us/sinkingfund

Rochester Community Schools has  
a sinking fund proposal on the Nov. 5 ballot.

VOTE NOVEMBER 5 
Building and Site  
Sinking Fund$ ZERO  TAX  

INCREASE

Royal Oak lead levels exceed state standard
Oakland County Health 

Division (OCHD) was notified by 
the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy (EGLE) that samples from 
the City of Royal Oak’s municipal 
water system have lead levels in 
the drinking water exceeding 
revised state standards. 

Water testing occurred as part 
of routine compliance sampling 
required by EGLE under 
Michigan’s Safe Drinking Water 
Act. 

Lead enters drinking water 
primarily as a result of corrosion, 
or wearing away, of materials 
containing lead in the water 
distribution system and plumbing. 

These materials include lead-
based solder used to join copper 
pipe, brass and chrome plated 
brass faucets and fittings, and in 
some cases, pipes made of lead. 

To reduce the risk of lead in 
your drinking water, have your 
water tested and use cold, filtered 
water, or bottled water for 
drinking and cooking. You may 
choose to install a water filter that 
is certified to NSF/ANSI Standard 
53 for lead reduction. 

Do not boil water to remove 
lead. Boiling will not remove the 
lead. 

For up-to-date information, 
visit Oakgov.com/health/. 
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redboxNOW IN 
THEATERS

TERMINATOR:  
DARK FATE 
R, Fantasy/Sci-fi 

THE KOMINSKY 
METHOD: SEASON 2 

TV-MA, Comedy  

HALLOWEEN BAKING 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Family, TV Series 

WONDER WOMAN: 
BLOODLINES 

PG-13,  Animation/Fantasy 

BLIND LEADING  
THE BLIND 

Mumford & Sons 

 
ONE GOOD DEED 

David Baldacci

The Grammy-nominated Imani 
Winds returns to the Chamber 
Music Society of Detroit series 
with a concert at Oakland 
University’s Varner Recital Hall at 
3 p.m. on Sunday, November 3.  

They will be joined by Dr. Tian 
Tian, an associate professor of 

music at Oakland University, for 
Francis Poulenc’s Sextet for Piano 
and Winds. 

Tian has presented solo 
concerts across the US, Canada 
and China. She has also appeared 
in music festivals such as Piano 
Texas, the Gilmore Festival, and 
Summer Courses with Arie Vardi 
(Germany).  An avid chamber 

musician, she has also performed 
with the Juilliard Quartet and 
toured in the US, China, and Korea 
as a member of the Studzinsky 
Trio. 

“Performing the Poulenc 
Sextet with the wonderful Imani 
Quintet is definitely a season 

highlight for me,” Tian said. “The 
quintet's playing is always full of 
life and brilliance, which is perfect 
for the Poulenc, one of the most 
delightful pieces written for the 
ensemble. It is such a treat to have 
world-class artists right here on 
campus through our partnership 
with the Chamber Music Society 
of Detroit. We hope audience will 

enjoy an afternoon of beautiful 
music with us.” 

The program also includes 
Lalo Schiffrin’s jazz-inspired Le 
Nouvelle Orleans, John Harbison’s 
graceful Quintet for Winds, 
“Startin’ Sumthin’, a witty take on 
ragtime by Imani’s hornist, Jeff 

Scott, and “Tzigane” by Valerie 
Coleman, Imani’s founding flutist. 

The concert is presented in 
partnership with Oakland 
University’s School of Music, 
Theater and Dance. Tickets are 
$30 for adults, $25 for seniors, and 
$10 for students, and are available 
by phone at 313-335-3350 or online 
at CMSDetroit.org.

Conductor Dalia Stasevska Makes 
Detroit Debut at DSO Concert

Imani Winds Brings Imaginative Concert to OU
The Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra (DSO) Classical Series 
continues as conductor Dalia 
Stasevska makes her Detroit debut 
and pianist Simon Trpčeski 
returns to perform at Orchestra 
Hall. 

The program begins with the 
Detroit premiere of a new work by 
Julia Wolfe – Fountain of Youth, 
which the DSO co-commissioned 
as part of a consortium of 
orchestras. “My [personal] 
fountain of youth is music,” Wolfe 
explains, “and in this case I offer 
the orchestra a sassy, rhythmic, 
high energy swim.” 

Trpčeski is featured soloist on 
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 
1, and the program concludes 
with Sibelius’s Symphony No. 1. 

The concerts take place 
Thursday, November 7 at 7:30 
p.m., Friday, November 8 at 10:45 
a.m., and Saturday, November 9 at 
8 p.m. at Orchestra Hall, within 
Midtown Detroit’s Max M. and 
Marjorie S. Fisher Music Center. 

Watch Live around the world: 
the Saturday, November 9 concert 
will be webcast for free at 
dso.org/live and via Facebook 
Live, as part of the DSO’s 
groundbreaking Live from 
Orchestra Hall series. The series is 
presented by Ford Motor 
Company Fund and made possible 
by the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation. 

One hour prior to each 
performance, guests are invited to 
enjoy an informative onstage 
Concert Talk about the program. 
These lectures and discussions 
will be made available for later 
viewing on the DSO’s YouTube 
channel. 

Throughout the 2019-2020 
season, the DSO will celebrate 
Orchestra Hall’s 100th 
anniversary with special 
programming and events. 

Learn more about the 
centennial at 
dso.org/centennial/.

“Pass the Pasta,” an Italian 
dinner sponsored by Rochester 
Kiwanis, has become a traditional 
fall gathering for family and 
friends. Proceeds benefit the 
many client services offered 
through Neighborhood House. 

The fundraising dinner will be 
held on Wednesday, November 6 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the River 
Crest Banquet Facility, located at 

900 West Avon Road in Rochester.   
Tickets are $20. Kids 12 and 

under are $9 and kids 5 and under 
free. Tickets can be purchased at 
the door. 

For more information on 
Neighborhood House, and for 
advanced tickets, stop by 
Neighborhood House at 1720 S. 
Livernois or call 248-651-5836.

Pass the Pasta for Neighborhood House
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NOV 19 - DEC 1 • FISHER THEATRE

ON SALE NOW 

BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com, 800-982-2787 & box office 313.872.1000;  
Groups (12+) Groups@BroadwayInDetroit.com (subject: Hello Dolly) or 313.871.1132; 

oc     Nov. 24

McGregor raises over $10,000 for fun run

McGregor Elementary in 
Rochester has raised funds for 
their annual “fun run” fundraiser. 
If the school raised $10,000 
principal Pontzious, Student 
Council President Jack Papandrea, 
3rd grade teacher Ms. 
Cunningham and kindergarten 
teacher Ms.Hundley would have a 
tricycle race on the bus loop. The 

students, staff and McGregor 
community delivered with $10,600 
raised and the race took place 
Friday. 

Jack Papandrea won the race. 
The fun run helps the PTA obtain 
funds for science alive, authors in 
April, science fair, run club, and 
drama club, among many other 
events. 

Mr. Pontzious, Jack Papandrea, Ms. Cunningham, Ms. Hundley

A Christmas Carol at Meadow Brook Theatre
One of southeast Michigan’s 

favorite holiday traditions returns 
for the 38th year when Ebenezer 
Scrooge, Tiny Tim and a handful of 
ghosts raise your spirits in A 
Christmas Carol at Meadow Brook 
Theatre this November and 
December. 

A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens, original adaptation and 
staging by Charles Nolte, runs at 
Meadow Brook Theatre on the 
campus of Oakland University in 
Rochester from November 8 
through December 22. 

“We love A Christmas Carol,” 
says Cheryl Marshall, MBT 
managing director. “It’s the perfect 
way to ring in the holidays. We 
have patrons who wouldn’t 
consider it Christmas if they didn’t 
come see this. It really puts 
everyone in the holiday spirit.” 

MBT favorite Thomas D. 
Mahard returns as Ebenezer 
Scrooge this year, and two local 
children are excited to share the 
role of Tiny Tim. Chris Bertini 
from St. Clair Shores and Seth 
Silver from Oakland Township 
each have several turns as the boy 
who helps Scrooge find his 
Christmas spirit. The cast also 
includes Mark Rademacher 
(Ghost of Jacob Marley and the 
Spirit of Christmas Present), Sara 
Catheryn Wolf (Spirit of Christmas 
Past), Stephen Blackwell (Spirit of 
Christmas Future), and Peter C. 
Prouty and Kristina Riegle as Bob 
and Martha Cratchit. 

“I love having all these kids 

around,” says Travis Walter, MBT’s 
artistic director. “They’re so 
excited to be acting on a large 
stage with actors who are working 
professionals. It gives them a real 
taste of what it might be like if 
they choose to act later in life.” 

The Meadow Brook Theatre 
adaptation was written and 
originally staged by Charles Nolte. 
MBT Associate Director Terry W. 
Carpenter directs this season’s 
production, with original 
choreography by Jan Puffer. 
Scenic design is by Peter Hicks, 
costume design by Mary 
Pettinato, lighting design by Reid 

G. Johnson, and sound design by 
Mike Duncan. 

Tickets range from $24 to $48 
and are available by calling the 
Meadow Brook Theatre box office 
at 248-377-3300 or going online at 
Ticketmaster.com/. 

Meadow Brook Theatre is 
located on the campus of 
Oakland University in 
Rochester. Meadow Brook 
Theatre is a nonprofit, cultural 
institution proudly serving 
southeast Michigan for 54 
years. For additional 
information, visit 
Mbtheatre.com/. 

(Left to right) Seth Silver, Thomas D. Mahard and Chris Bertini in A 
Christmas Carol at MBT. 

Guns & Hoses hockey teams to face off for cancer charity
It will be fire on ice when the 

Rochester Fire and Police 
Departments take on the 
Rochester Hills Fire Department in 
a hockey rivalry Saturday, 
November 2 at 8 p.m. at the Onyx 
Rochester Ice Arena. 

Proceeds from the Face Off 
for Cancer hockey game will 
benefit New Day Foundation for 
Families, whose mission is to 
alleviate financial toxicity and 
improve treatment outcomes for 

families facing cancer. The local 
voice of Oakland University 
basketball and New Day 
Foundation advisory board 
member Kevin Beers will 
announce this year’s game. 

Admission is $10 per person 

at the door or in advance at 
Facebook.com/FoundationForFam
ilies/. Children under 5 are free. 
Last year’s inaugural game raised 
$15,000 for New Day Foundation. 
Raffle baskets full of prizes and 

souvenir hockey pucks will be 
available at the event. 

Rochester’s Fire Lieutenant 
Mike Palmer and Police Detective 
Jim Penman started Rochester 
Guns & Hoses Hockey in 2018, 
facing off against each other in the 
inaugural event. Now, police and 
fire are joining forces and bringing 
the Rochester Hills Fire 
Department into the mix. 

“Community engagement is 
extremely important to the City of 
Rochester and bringing Rochester 
Hills on board for such a great 
cause is an opportunity to expand 
our reach as well,” said Palmer. 
“We are proud of our partnership 
with New Day and are excited to 
make this year even bigger than 
the last.” 

New Day Foundation for 
Families is a Rochester Hills 
nonprofit dedicated to alleviating 
the financial burden of cancer. 
Through its network of social 
workers at 36 hospitals across the 
state, New Day helps families 
overcome financial barriers.  

For more information, visit 
FoundationForFamilies.org/.



After immigrating to the U.S. 
from Iraq, Ghazi Ghazi made a 
conscious effort to assimilate into 
American culture. For him, that 
meant eschewing his native 
language of Arabic in favor of 
speaking English.  

“I got far away from it and 
tried to erase it out of my mind,” 
Ghazi said of his mother tongue. 
“Then, around the start of college, 
I started to come back to it.” 

Ghazi enrolled at Oakland 
University and declared a major in 
International Relations. The 
program requires students to take 
two years of a foreign language. 
Ghazi chose Arabic. He took every 
Arabic course offered at OU and 
cultivated a passion for learning 

about the history and cultures of 
the Middle East. 

This summer he took his 
interests to a new level, spending 
eight weeks in Morocco as part of 
the U.S. State Department’s 
Critical Language Scholarship 
program. This intensive overseas 
language and cultural program 
provides funding for American 
university students to study 
foreign languages deemed critical 
to national security and economic 
prosperity.  

After attending a pre-
departure orientation in 
Washington, D.C., Ghazi went to 
Morocco, where he lived with a 
host family and took language 
classes at the Arab American 

Language Institute. The classes 
featured accelerated instruction in 
formal Arabic and the Moroccan 
dialect of Arabic. Ghazi explained 
that learning formal Arabic will 
help him pursue his goals of 
working in the U.S. Foreign Service 
and teaching Arabic at the 
university level. 

“The thing about Arabic is that 
there’s two versions of it,” he said. 
“There’s formal Arabic, which is 
used in newspapers and 
broadcasts, and there’s dialect 
Arabic, which varies from country 
to country. In order to use Arabic 
in professional settings, you need 
to know the formal version.” 

The classes were intense, 
Ghazi recalled. There were tests 
and homework each week, and 
students took an oath promising 
to abstain from speaking English, 
both at school and with their host 
families. They studied textbook 
grammar and reading lessons, and 
practiced their speaking skills 
with conversation partners. They 
worked with tutors to tackle the 
nuances of Arabic.  

“We have letters in Arabic 
that we don’t have in English,” 
Ghazi explained, “so it’s harder for 
American students to speak it. We 
had a lot of different teachers 
helping us with reading, writing 
and speaking.” 

The curriculum also prepared 
students to take the Oral 
Proficiency Interview, a 
standardized assessment that 
certifies various levels of language 
proficiency. Before leaving 
Morocco, Ghazi passed the exam 
with a high level of proficiency, 
which will aid him in seeking a 
Foreign Service job. 

“A lot of jobs call for a specific 
proficiency level,” said Ghazi. “You 
also receive non-competitive 
status, which gives you certain 
advantages in the hiring process.” 

But what made the experience 
truly impactful, he said, was the 
people he met. 

“I was really lucky to have 
such a great group of people to 
share the experience with,” Ghazi 
said. 

Ghazi is currently applying to 
graduate school, with plans to 
become a diplomat and eventually 
a college professor, specializing in 
Middle Eastern studies. Dispelling 
misconceptions about the region 
is one of his top priorities.  

“Coming from Iraq as a 
refugee, and growing up in 
America after 9/11, I noticed that 
the Middle East is not always 
painted in the greatest light,” he 
said. “Bridging the gap between 
what people see in the media and 
what the Middle East and North 
Africa are truly about – the 
beautiful cultures and traditions – 
is really important to me.”
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First-time Home Buyer?
Receive a Complimentary Home Warranty

(Up to $500 Value) with your purchase!
Call Ann for details

3 ACRES OF LAKEFRONT PROPERTY, PERFECT FOR THE PERSON WANTING TO 
BUILD THEIR NEXT HOME OR VACATION HOME SURROUNDED BY TREES AND 
SERENITY. 250' OF LAKE FRONTAGE AND ANOTHER 300' OF LAKE VIEW. OFF 
I-69 BETWEEN DAVISON AND LAPEER.

SOLD
3 WATERFRONT ACRES - OREGON TWP. 

Pero Road - Vacant 

IDEALLY LOCATED CLOSE TO THE BIG 3.  THIS INCREDIBLY SPACIOUS 3 
BEDROOM HOME, FEATURES ORIGINAL WOODWORK, LARGE LIVING ROOM 
W/NEW CARPET, COUNTRY-SIZE KITCHEN AND DINING AREA, NICE YARD WITH 
GAZEBO AREA!  PRICED TO SELL! (00HE)

WELCOME HOME

Warren FANTASTIC MOVE-IN READY 3 BDRM HOME TOTALLY REMODELED 
IN 2015 -FEATURING NEW KITCHEN/WITH WORK AREA, NEW 
BATHROOM/ FLOORING/WINDOWS/ROOF 2016/ OPEN FLOOR 
PLAN/FIRST FLOOR BEDROOM AND UPPER MASTER SUITE WITH 
WIC/ALMOST 1/2 ACRE LOT. WALK TO POLLY ANN TRAIL AND 
PARKS.  (40BA)

BEAUTIFUL HOME
IN THE COUNTRY

Leonard

COMPLETELY REMODELED AND MOVE IN READY

GORGEOUS 2 BDRM/2.5 BATH CONDO WITH FINISHED BASEMENT. COMPLETELY UPDATED THROUGHOUT! SPACIOUS BEDROOMS W/PRIVATE BATHS 
& LG. WIC'S/ NEW BLINDS/FLOORING TOO.  LARGE PRIVATE FENCED PATIO AREA. THIS CLEAN COMPLEX OFFERS POOL/CLUBHOUSE. IDEALLY 
LOCATED CLOSE TO DINING, SHOPPING AND X-WAYS. (49KI)

Troy

2019 President North Oakland County Board of Realtors

Need 
RANCH 
Houses

Oakland University student spends summer in Morocco studying Arabic

Photo courtesy of Oakland University



FOR SALE 

 

Emotional support dogs, AKC registered, 
great for kids and families, non-shedding 
Standard Poodles. Extremely intelligent. 
$1200 
More pictures available. 
Call or Text Cheryl: (231)944-6431 

1/1 

SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

4/5 

SERVICES 
Nanny - Part time. 18 years experience. 
Your home. Please email Dorothy at 
db2384@icloud.com. 

1/1 
GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

 

CEMETERY PLOT 
Two plots in White Chapel Cemetery,  
“Garden of Religious Liberty” $1,525 each 
or $3,000 for two. 313-469-6977. 

2/2 
VOLUNTEER 

Forgotten Harvest is a non-profit organiza-
tion that collects surplus food and redistrib-
utes it to local charities, providing families 
in the metro-Detroit area with fresh and 
nutritious food. 
Not only do their efforts benefit those in 
need in the community who need it most, 
they also help reduce food waste in the 
area by collecting large quantities of food 
from restaurants, wholesalers, and  
caterers.  
Forgotten Harvest is always in need of 
monetary donations and volunteers.  
Visit ForgottenHarvest.org for more 
information on how to donate your 
time, energy, and efforts to this worthy 
cause.   

 

ADOPT A PET 
Oakland County Animal Control and Pet 
Adoption Center have some wonderful 
dogs and cats waiting for someone to 
come rescue them! All of their dogs are cur-
rent on age appropriate shots, microchip, 
and heartworm tested, all of their cats are 
up to date as well! If interested, please con-
tact the shelter at 248-858-1070 OCAC is 
located at 1200 N Telegraph Rd Bldg 42E, 
in Pontiac.  

Biscuit 

ADOPT A PET 

Merlin 

Derringdo 

Pearl

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper 2 Papers 3 Papers

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢per
word50¢per

word25¢per
word

Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Gazette
Troy-Somerset

Sudoku

CLASSIFIEDS 
October 31, 2019
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Publisher 
Mark Nicholson 

Editor-in-Chief 
Andrew Neal  

Editorial Contributors 

Suzanne Angeo 
Greg Angeo 
Cynthia Kmett 
Amy Fortune 

Advertising 

Pam Brown 

Production 

AJ White 

Circulation 
Melissa Leung 
Alex Neal 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING: 
248-524-4868 
Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com 
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248-524-4868 
6966 Crooks Road Suite 22 
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GetYourGazette.com 

@RRHGazette

@RRHGazette

GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes 
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspa-
pers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past 
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. 
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 

 

Advertising Sales Account Manager
We're looking for an Advertising Account Manager

If you are interested, please call our office to 
schedule an interview and learn more about the 

position - 248-524-4868.



The Rochester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce recently 
named Ashley Chambers as the 
2019 Young Professional of the 
Year at this year’s Sunrise 
Pinnacle Awards. 

Held each year to honor the  
contributions of the region’s most 
visionary leaders, the Sunrise 
Pinnacle Awards brings together 
more than 500 community and 
business leaders. 

The Young Professional of the 
Year award is presented to an 
individual under the age of 40 who 
shows an outstanding level of 
achievement, commitment and 
presence to the Rochester 
community. 

Chambers, Business 
Development Manager at Chief 

Financial Credit Union is an 
advocate for community 
engagement.  

“Ashley is truly a bright and 
generous individual,” said David 
Walker, Rochester Hills City 
Council Member and Chamber 
Ambassador, at the 2019 Pinnacle 
Awards. “For her admirable 
leadership, strength in character, 
extensive involvement in our 
community, we award Ashley with 
the Young Professional of the Year 
Award. 

In addition to her community 
involvement, Chambers is an 
advocate for financial literacy and 
empowerment working through 
her role at Chief Financial to offer 
classes, coaching, and meeting 
one-on-one with local businesses 

and individuals to review their 
financial goals. 

“We are privileged to have 
talented, dedicated individuals 
like Ashley on our team,” said 
Chief Financial CEO Tom Dluzen. 
“This award is simply a 
representation of Ashley’s 
commitment to our community 
and our members. It’s well 
deserved and we congratulate 
her!” 

Chief Financial Credit Union 
is the only financial institution 
headquartered in the Greater 
Rochester Area, and the official 
credit union of Leader Dogs for 
the Blind and Rochester 
University.  

For more information, visit 
Chiefonline.com/.
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1775 S Rochester Rd.  
Rochester Hills, MI  48307

(248) 266-7680

Schedule your visit TODAY!
 www.anthologyseniorliving.com

You’re invited to join us for a

personal tour & complimentary lunch. 

Call (248)266-7680 to make your reservation!
(Hurry in - limited number of apartments remain)

Assisted Living | Memory Care

Celebrate Life...
at every age

Chamber names Chambers Young Professional of the Year

2019 Young Professional of the Year Ashley Chambers

Coats for the Cold 
Oakland County Sheriff 

Michael J. Bouchard has 
announced the 32nd annual 
“Coats for the Cold” Coat Drive 
with partners Genisys Credit 
Union, Real Estate One, COWS 
(Containers on Wheels) and 1-800-
Self-Storage.com. 

Sheriff Bouchard is asking the 
community to go into their closets 
and donate new or clean, gently-
used coats as part of the annual 
“Coats for the Cold” Coat Drive 
throughout the month of 
November Drop-off locations are 
available at Oaklandsheriff.com in 
the “Community Services” 
section. Rochester and Rochester 
Hills locations include Real Estate 
One, Bordine Nursery, Rochester 
Hills City Hall, Genisys Credit 
Union, and the Oakland County 
Sheriff's substation. 

This will be the sixth year in a 
row COWS (Container on Wheels) 
of Pontiac has generously offered 
to provide their mobile containers 
at four of the drop-off sites around 
Oakland County for coat 
collection. 1-800-Self-Storage.com 
is providing the boxes for coat 
drop-off around the county, and 
one location in Oak Park and two 
locations in Troy where 
individuals wishing to donate a 
coat can bring their donation. All 
Oakland County branches of both 
Genisys Credit Union and Real 
Estate One offices are drop-off 
sites again this year. 

Donors simply need to look 
for the “Coats for the Cold” drop-
off box at any of 66 locations 
throughout Oakland County and 
drop off their new or clean, gently-
used coats inside the box. The 
coats collected will be given to 
charitable organizations who will 
then distribute the coats to those 
most in need at no cost. 

Learn more at 
Oaklandsheriff.com/.


