
Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

FREE every Friday • Serving the communities of Shelby Twp., Utica, Macomb Twp., and Washington Twp. • GetYourGazette.com

Shelby Township renews local millage rates

September 27, 2019 
Vol. 3, No. 41

Inside This Issue

Road Rally fundraiser 
for Ray Twp. Library 

The Friends of the Ray 
Township Library and Historical 
Society will host its inaugural 
Road Rally fundraiser on Saturday, 
October 5. 

Rally participants will need to 
solve puzzles to determine their 
course around the community. 
Food and drinks will be available 
for purchase at the final surprise 
destination. 

The first clue will be 
presented at 6 p.m. at the Ray 
Township Public Library — 64255 
Wolcott, just north of 29 Mile Rd.    

Entry fee is by donation of a 
recommended $5 per person. 
Prizes will be awarded for first, 
second, and third place. 
Participants must register by 
Thursday, October 3 either online 
at raylibrary.org, rayhistory.org, 
or at the Library.  

For more information, call 
586-749-7130. 

 

Oktoberfest at 
Sherwood Brewing 

Sherwood Brewing Company 
will host its annual Oktoberfest 
Celebration Saturday, October 5 
all day from 9 a.m. to 1 a.m. 

Sherwood will release its Fest 
Bier and Blackjack Stout at 9 a.m. 
alongside a Keggs n Eggs Breakfast 
from 9-11 a.m. 

Live music starts at 8 p.m. 
with the Rock & Roll Prep School 
Varsity Band and East Side Still 
Alive. 

Sherwood Brewing 
Company is located at 45689 
Hayes Rd in Shelby Township. 
For more information, visit 
Sherwoodbrewing.com/. 
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THE 2ND ANNUAL FORK & CORK FESTIVAL, presented by Crest Lincoln of Sterling Heights, was held last 
weekend in Downtown Utica. USPBL Utica Unicorns mascot Lancelot took time during the off-season at 
Jimmy John’s Field to stop by and greet guests. The weekend was filled with food, craft beer and wine, 
and artist booths for guests to enjoy. Live music, sponsored by Credit Union One, kept crowds entertained 
throughout the weekend. Proceeds of the craft beer and wine went to the Humane Society of Macomb. 
In total, the nonprofit raised over $18,000 from the festival.

Reps respond 
to state 
budget  
negotiations

This week, the Michigan 
Legislature passed a series of 
department budgets. Local reps 
responded, as did Governor 
Whitmer. 

State Rep. Diana Farrington, 
of Utica, this week voted to 
approve the Legislature’s school 
aid budget proposal. The plan 
provides a total of $15.2 billion for 
K-12 schools Per-pupil funding 
would increase for every student 
in Michigan by $120 to $240. 

“Our schools prepare our kids 
for their lives ahead – and when 
our kids are better positioned for 
success it means Michigan is in a 
better position to succeed,” 
Farrington said. “That’s why I’m 
proud to support this budget plan 
for our schools and kids. It puts 
more money into our classrooms 
than ever before and it reminds 
Michigan families that the people 
representing them are serious 
about giving their kids a quality 
education.” 

State Sen. Michael 
MacDonald, of Macomb 
Township, said of the school 
budget, “For Michigan to continue 
to thrive and meet our challenges, 
we must ensure every Michigan 
student receives an education that 
prepares them for success." 

On the overall budget process, 
MacDonald added, "The 
Legislature has done its job, and I 

The Shelby Township Board of 
Trustees voted Sept. 17 to keep 
local tax rates at 9.2999 mills, with 
1 mill allocated to general 
operations, 1 mill to the police and 
fire pension, 3.1058 to fire 
operations and 4.1941 to police 
operations.  

The tax rate costs taxpayers 
owning $200,000 homes, which 
have a taxable value of $100,000, 
$929.99 per year. The rate 
approved by the Board is below 
the maximum allowable rate of 
10.6785. For a $200,000 home, the 

difference of 1.3786 mills accounts 
for $137.86 annually.  

“Shelby Township could levy 
10.6785 mills, which is almost 15 
percent more than the amount 
that is being requested,” Assessor 
Matthew Schmidt said. “The 2019 
requested millage rate of 9.2999 
mills is the same millage rate that 
has been established in Shelby 
Township for the past 13 years.”  

With a rate of 9.2999 mills, 
Shelby Township maintains the 
lowest overall millage rate of any 
of the 12 Macomb County 

municipalities that provide full-
time police and full-time fire 
protection.  

The township’s State 
Equalized Value rose 7.18 percent 
from $4,143,077,700 in 2018 to 
$4,440,752,930 in 2019. The 
increase in value places Shelby 
Township behind only Sterling 
Heights’ value of $5,798,698,325 in 
Macomb County. In 2018, Shelby 
Township was ranked fourth 
behind Sterling Heights, Warren 
and Macomb Township.  

Macomb County’sM  Hard-working Senator
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“When the last recession 
occurred in Michigan, Shelby 
Township lost about 21 percent of 
its overall taxable value between 
2008 and 2012,” Schmidt said. “It’s 
now taken seven more years for 
Shelby Township to surpass the 
overall taxable value that we had 
in place back in 2007. Therefore, 
it’s taken at least 12 years for 
Shelby Township to fully recover 
from the taxable value losses that 
occurred as a result of the latest 
major recession.”  

At the rate of 9.2999 mills, the 
township is forecasted to collect 
approximately $32.6 million in 
property tax revenues in 2020. It 
will mark the first time since the 
economic downtown in 2008 that 
township revenues exceeded 
2007’s $32.4 million mark.  

“Unlike many municipalities, 
we did not raise taxes to cover 
reduced revenues,” Supervisor 
Rick Stathakis said. “We 
addressed our strategic needs and 
our core services with reduced 
budgets. Because of our hard-
working employees and the 
leadership of this Board, we 
managed more than 10 years of 
consecutive operating budget 
surpluses without raising taxes. 
What is even more remarkable, 
though, is we did so while saving 
to improve township facilities, 
services and infrastructure.”  

In addition to funding 
infrastructure needs, Shelby 
Township has addressed its long-
term financial obligations by 
making significant contributions 
to fully fund and close the police 
and fire pension system and work 
toward fully funding obligations 
for retiree healthcare and other 

post-employment benefits.  
“The township still has 

significant liabilities for retiree 
healthcare that add up to roughly 
$33.5 million,” Treasurer Michael 
Flynn said of the township’s long-
term financial liabilities. “In the 
past few years, we’ve increased 
contributions to fund retiree 
healthcare liabilities from 60 to 70 

percent up to 80 percent or higher. 
The plan is to continue setting 
aside money to fund retiree 
healthcare obligations at a high 
rate so that we can chip away at 
the liability and get to 100 percent 
funded status.”  

During the meeting Stathakis 
outlined how the township has 
also realized $70 million in new 
roads, $17.2 million in new and 
improved public safety and court 
facilities, $4.95 million in 
recreation amenities such as the 
new Shelby Township Activities 
Center, the new Chief Gene 
Shepherd Park and splash pad and 
new and improved hike and bike 
trails, and an $11.2 million Shelby 
Township Library. These 
improvements account for more 
than $103 million in new and 

enhanced facilities and amenities 
since 2008. All paid in cash with 
no debt, no bonding and no 
increase in local taxes.  

“Shelby Township proves 
government can meet its financial 
obligations, provide essential 
services and improve 
infrastructure without raising 
taxes,” Clerk Stan Grot said. “We 

are very proud that we continue 
to maintain the county’s lowest 
local millage rate to provide full-
service police and fire protection 
while expanding other services 
and amenities for our residents 
and taxpayers.” 
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PLAY        TRAIN        ENTERTAIN

LESSONS - LEAGUES - PRIVATE EVENTS

Book online at www.xgolfshelby.com
or  www.xgolfrochesterhills.com

45599 Market St. • Shelby Townshipy p
586-991-6190

1134 S Rochester Rd. • Rochester Hills
248-759-4195

SHELBY, From page 1

Early morning house 
fire results in fatality 

The Sterling Heights Fire 
Department was called to a condo 
unit in the 5600 block of Victory 
Lane the morning of Wednesday, 
September 25 just after 6:30 a.m. 
Upon investigation, fire crews 
found that the condo unit next to 
the caller was filled with smoke 
and the windows were hot and 
blackened by the smoke that had 
not exited the structure.  

They made entry and found 
that there were several places that 
the fire had burned holes in the 
floor. Fire crews then entered the 
bedroom, located and removed 
the 69-year-old male victim. The 
victim was deceased and no 
actions to revive him were 
initiated due to the length of time 
he had been deceased.  

The cause of the fire is under 
investigation, and at this time 
there is no reason to believe that 
there was any foul play involved. 
The fire burned for a long time 
before alerting the neighbor and 
there were no working smoke 
detectors in the home. 

Smoke detectors save lives 
and need to be properly installed 
and maintained year round. 

“Our thoughts are with the 
family as they struggle with this 
tragedy,” said Fire Chief Chris 
Martin.

Firefighters receive valor awards
On Wednesday, September 18, 

four firefighters from the City of 
Sterling Heights Fire Department 
received Valor Awards by the 
Hundred Club of Detroit at a 
special annual ceremony at 
Detroit Athletic Club. 

“It has been a very busy year 
for the Sterling Heights Fire 
Department, and the men and 

women on our department never 
stop impressing me with their 
actions,” said Fire Chief Chris 
Martin. "However, on two 
incidents, four of our staff 
performed in a manner that I feel 
rises to the level of having those 
actions nominated for the 
Hundred Club of Detroit Valor 
Awards.” 

Lieutenant Mark Wellhausen 
and Firefighter Eric Refenes were 
honored for their actions at the 

fire that broke out on Christmas 
Morning, 2018 at the Sterling Troy 
Apartments. Lt. Wellhausen and 
FF Refenes directly placed their 
lives in harm's way to save several 
trapped residents. 

Captain John Farah and 
Firefighter Tom Nowicki also 
received a Valor Award due to 
their actions at a structure fire on 

July 3 which had two young adults 
trapped in a basement were 
rescued. 

“There was an exceptional 
amount of teamwork that was 
displayed that morning, and that 
was the reason we were so 
successful,” said Chief Martin. 
“But the specific actions of 
Captain John Farah and Firefighter 
Tom Nowicki certainly rise to a 
different level.” 



hope the governor will put the 
people first and sign this budget, 
which uses existing resources to 
increase funding for roads, 
schools and water protection to 
record levels.” 

State Rep. Douglas Wozniak, 
of Shelby Township, this week 
voted in favor of the new state 
budget.  

“We had a constitutional duty 
to deliver a budget to the 
governor by the Oct. 1 deadline 
and we made good on that 
responsibility,” Wozniak said. 
“This budget makes communities 
safer and stronger, and continues 
our commitment to improving 
Michigan’s roads without going to 
taxpayers and demanding more of 
their hard-earned money. This 
plan is tailored to what Michigan 
and its residents can afford.” 

Rep. Jeff Yaroch also voted in 
favor of the proposed state 
budget. 

“I believe we took a serious 
needs versus wants approach to 
prioritize spending,” Yaroch said. 
“I think the residents in my district 
feel taxed out and they are looking 
for our state to live within its 
budget. Unlike Congress, I am 
confident that the Michigan 
Legislature and the governor will 
put people before partisan politics 
and get the budget done without a 
shutdown.” 

Yaroch also played a role in 
securing funding for the First 
Responders Presumed Coverage 
Fund, which is used to help 

firefighters with job-related 
cancers. 

“This fund is crucial to 
ensuring that we take care of the 
firefighters who take care of us,” 
said Yaroch. “I’m pleased we were 
able to shore up the fund and I am 
committed to a deep dive to 
pursue long-term funding 
options.” 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
released the following statement 
on the department budgets: 

“These budgets are a mess. 
After taking time off for a two-
month summer vacation and a 
weekend getaway on Mackinac 
Island, Republicans are playing 
more shell games with the state 
budget so they can buy a phony 
talking point that they’re spending 
‘record money’ on roads." 

"And now, with less than a 
week until the budget is due, 
they’re planning to leave town for 
break again without having 
transmitted a single budget to my 
office," Governor Whitmer said. 
"The truth is, their transportation 
budget would only rebuild about 
39 miles on the freeway and fix 
about four bridges in a state with 
over 1,000 bridges in poor 
condition." 

Whitmer continued: “The 
Republican budget cuts will 
restrict people’s access to health 
care, threaten our public safety, 
and widen our skills gap. They’ll 
weaken our economy and make it 
harder for us to attract businesses 
and talent to our state.”
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FULL KITCHEN REMODELING
CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Plumbing Fixtures • Appliances
Hardware • Backsplashes
Hardwood Floors • Tile

www.KitchenExpoDC.com
Visit our Showroom at: 49549 Hayes | Shelby Twp, MI | Between 22 & 23 Mile Rd | 586.977.9555

 GRANITE
$29.95 

ONE-STOP-SHOP

 QUARTZ 
$44.95

REMNANTS  
$19.95  

sq ft & up sq ft & up

sq ft 
& up

Macomb Symphony Orchestra presents "Scotland the Brave"
The 35th annual concert of 

ethnic music is a salute to 
Scotland at Macomb Center for 
the Performing Arts with 
“Scotland of the Brave.” 

It also marks the Macomb 
Symphony Orchestra's 45th 
season. Learn more about the 
symphony orchestra at 

Macombsymphony.org/. 
The Scots have a long and 

proud history that is reflected in 
their art and music, and orchestra 
looks to bring that history to life 
on Friday, October 11 at 8 p.m.  

Joining the orchestra for the 
revelry will be the St. Andrew's 
society Pipes and Drums. 

Macomb Center for the 
Performing Arts is located at 
44575 Garfield Rd (At Hall Road) in 
Clinton Township. 

For tickets and more 
information, visit 
Macombcenter.com/.

Reps, Governor react to state budget

STEVENSON HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR STUDENTS will help kick off the September 29 Detroit Lions game. 
Forty members of the Concert Chorale class will be part of a community choir that will sing the National 
Anthem at the Lions-Kansas City Chiefs game. The 100-member community choir, which features students 
from across the metro Detroit region, will be under the direction of Stevenson teacher Leo Humbach. "It 
is an awesome opportunity for both myself and more importantly, my students," Humbach said. The 
community choir is an initiative of the Detroit Lions to celebrate the 100th year of the NFL. 

Heirloom tomatoes 
presentation with 
Shelby Gardeners Club 

The Shelby Gardeners Club 
invites the public to a 
presentation by Melodee Beals on 
Heirloom Tomatoes at the new 
Parks and Rec Center, Thursday, 
October 10 at 1 p.m.  

Melodee will provide a tasting 
of the organic product free to the 
public. Guests will be able to 
purchase them as well. 

The presentation is held at the 
former Boys and Girls Club, 14975 
21 Mile Rd in Shelby Township, 
west of Hayes. 

The club is charging $3 for the 
presentation and tasting to further 
their community service. 

The club will also meet on 
Thursday, November 21 at 
Youngblood Vineyard, 61829 Ray 
Center Rd. for a tour of the 
property, production room, and 
capped off with a wine tasting. 
Tickets are $10. 

Plan ahead:  On Thursday, 
February 13, 2020 it’s “Spring 
Clean Up with Sue Keehn.” 

BUDGET, From page 1
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redboxNOW IN 
THEATERS

RAMBO: LAST 
BLOOD 
R, Action 

AMERICAN 
HORROR STORY 8 

TV-MA, Netflix original 

CRYPTO 
R,  Drama/Thriller 

 

X-MEN: DARK 
PHOENIX 
PG-13, Action 

WHY ME? WHY NOT? 
Liam Gallagher 

 

THE WATER DANCER 
Ta-Nehisi Coates

Fall is approaching, which 
means it is time to register for a 
favorite fall tradition for families, 
runners, and walkers. 
Neighborhood House’s Scare 
Away Hunger 5K returns for its 9th 
year on Sunday, October 20.  

This is a great opportunity for 
runners, walkers, and families to 
get outdoors while helping those 
less fortunate right here in our 
community.  

Every year, this event draws 
competitive runners, strolling 
families and everyone in between. 
The starting line is in the center of 
the Rochester University campus, 
and the route includes a colorful 
autumn run/walk around 
Rochester University, through 
Lake Norcentra Park, out to the 
Clinton River Trail with the 
destination of a beautiful scenic 

loop that will lead participants 
back to campus and the finish line. 

"This race appeals to 
everyone," says Sally Anglim, 
Scare Away Hunger Race Director. 
"Runners appreciate that it is a 
chip-timed race and the valuable 

prizes and medals. Walkers and 
families with strollers enjoy the 
opportunity to get out and enjoy 
the beautiful route – all while 
benefiting an excellent and very 
worthy cause." 

The Scare Away Hunger event 
also offers entertainment for 
families as it features local talents 
from Stoney Creek High School's 
Drum Line and The Studio of 
Rochester’s Performance Dance 
Team. Family activities, including 
face painting, pumpkin painting, 
pumpkin bowling, volleyball and 
corn hole, will continue until 5:00 

p.m.  
Funds raised at this event 

support Neighborhood House’s 
assistance programs such as 
emergency financial assistance, 
the Food Pantry, the Clothes 
Closet, transportation, 
educational classes, counseling, 
and more for struggling families in 
the greater Rochester and Auburn 
Hills areas.  

“We are so excited to host the 
9th annual Scare Away Hunger 5K 
Run/Walk,” Katie Lamb, Director 
of Fund Development, 
Neighborhood House, said. “It’s an 
excellent opportunity to bring 
awareness and support to the 
services Neighborhood House 
provides to local individuals and 
families in crisis.”  

Local families are excited 
about the Bronze Family 
Sponsorship which allows them to 
make philanthropy an active 
family event. This $250 
sponsorship includes six 
complimentary registrations and 
a listing on the event t-shirts. This 
sponsorship and others ranging 
from $500-$5,000 are still available 
and include various benefits from 
logos featured on runners’ bibs, 
the starting line banner, event 
webpage, signage at the 5K, 
promotional pieces, and t-shirts, 
along with complimentary 
registrations, and more.  

Race registration by October 
10 is $30 per person and $25 per 
student (Costs will increase by $5 
after October 10). Online 
registration closes October 16 at 
midnight. Visit Ranh.org/events 
for more.

Neighborhood House Scare Away Hunger 5K returns Oct. 20

THE 2019 FORK & CORK FESTIVAL, held in downtown Utica last 
weekend, featured a cornhole tournament sponsored by Gazette 
Media Group. Pictured above, two team made it to the final match, 
with Paul Kosman and Todd Byrne (left) taking home the $200 cash 
prize. Runners-up went home with $100.

Lighten Up! comedy show at Dooleys Tavern
The Lighten Up! Comedy Show 

comes to Dooleys Tavern 
Saturday, September 28 from 6:30-
9:30 p.m. The show features Steve 
Hansen, Shane Dials, and Billy 
Reno — three rising stand-up 
comics on the Michigan scene. 

Steve Hansen's comedy style 
is sharp-tongued, often dark, and 
frequently self-deprecating. He 
draws on his experiences growing 
up as a child of baby boomers in 
the 70s and living in Detroit, 
Chicago, Boston, and L.A. 

Shane Dials is an upstanding 
comedian with a genuine and 
charismatic presence. With a fresh 

take on anything from technology 
to relationships, he gets the 
audience to engage in his stories 
while explaining his observations 
of the world around us. 

Billy Reno has been 
entertaining audiences from 
young to old with his quick wit 
and affable charm. He has 
performed at laughfest and the 
Chicago Skyway Comedy festival 
and has open for Dwayne Kenndy, 
Norm Stultz and Jodi White. 

Dooleys Tavern is located at 
51748 Van Dyke Ave in Shelby 
Township.  



All four Utica Community 
Schools Marching Bands will be 
presenting the annual Band-A-
Rama at 6 p.m. on Sunday, 

October 6 at Runkel Field, 39701 
Dodge Park Rd. 

Band-A-Rama showcases the 
district’s talented high school 
musicians in field performances. 

“We encourage the entire 
community to come out and 
support our award-winning bands 
with a great night of family 

entertainment,” Superintendent 
Dr. Christine Johns said. “Band-A-
Rama demonstrates why UCS 
continues to be nationally 
recognized as one of the best 

communities for music 
education.” 

Ticket proceeds benefit the 
Louis Gonda Memorial Music 

Scholarship to fund opportunities 
for UCS Band students to further 
their music education. Over the 
years, the Gonda Fund has 
enabled hundreds of students to 

attend music camps, take private 
lessons or otherwise enrich their 
music study. 

Tickets are $5 for adults and 
high school students with junior 
high school and younger students 
having free admission. 

Henry Ford II Falcon Marching 
Band will perform Women Who 
Rock. Utica Chieftain Marching 
Band are set to perform The 
Greatest Showman. Stevenson 
Titan Marching Band will perform 
We Will Rock You! The Music of 
Queen. And lastly, the Eisenhower 
Marching Eagles will play Will 
Power! 

They will begin the night with 
a combined performance of the 
Star-Spangled Banner. 

The Utica Community Schools 
music program has been 
recognized five times as one of the 
nation’s Best Communities for 
Music Education by the National 
Association of Music Merchants. 
The Best Communities for Music 
Education designation is awarded 
to districts that demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in 
efforts to provide music access 
and education to all students.

September 27, 2019    ■                                        ■    Page 5 Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

NOV 19 - DEC 1 • FISHER THEATRE

ON SALE NOW 

BroadwayInDetroit.com, ticketmaster.com, 800-982-2787 & box office 313.872.1000;  
Groups (12+) Groups@BroadwayInDetroit.com (subject: Hello Dolly) or 313.871.1132; 

oc     Nov. 24

"Kindness is the 
language which the 

deaf can hear and the 
blind can see." 
— Mark Twain

Arts & Entertainment

Album covers are new theme at Rochester Posed
Visit Downtown Rochester as 

your best-loved album covers 
come to life. 

Downtown Rochester’s 
seventh annual Rochester Posed 
event is scheduled for Thursday, 
October 3 from 7-9 pm. 
Participating Downtown 
Rochester businesses will turn 
their storefront windows into live 
mannequin displays. This year’s 
theme for Rochester Posed is 
Album Covers, including timeless 
favorites such as The Beatles, 
Springsteen and Lady Gaga. 

Over 20 businesses will 
participate in Rochester Posed. 
Each business will depict a 
different album cover using live 

mannequins in their storefront 
windows. Live mannequins will be 
revealed at 7 p.m and will remain 
posed until 9 p.m. 

The public will vote for their 
favorite live mannequin display. 
Specific details will be listed at 
each of the participating 
locations, as well as the event 
map. The top three winning 
windows will be announced on 
Friday, October 4. The winning 
business will receive a Rochester 
Posed trophy.  

For more information on 
Rochester Posed, call 248-656-
0060 or visit 
DowntownRochesterMI.com/. 

UCS high school marching bands ready for Band-A-Rama

UCS BANDS UNITE FOR BAND-A-RAMA: (Left to right) Ann Droelle, Katherine Phillips, Gino Sapiano, 
Dillon Wagner, of Utica High School; Joseph Lockhart, Haley Horton, Nicole Denz, and Daniel Schneider, 
of Henry Ford II High School; (back row) Ella Kadets, Dona Jazrawy, Braden Culpert, Emily Maciasz, 
Kaley Zahuranic, Emilia Serraiocco, of Eisenhower High School, Kole Micakaj, Joshua Zaharof, and Seth 
Pelkey, of Stevenson High School.

DSO Pops Series kicks off with “Queens of Soul”
The Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra (DSO) kicks off its 2019-
2020 PNC Pops Series with Queens 
of Soul, a symphonic celebration 
of soul and R&B divas like Aretha 
Franklin, Tina Turner, Whitney 
Houston, Patti LaBelle, Alicia 
Keys, and more. 

Principal Pops Conductor 
Jeff Tyzik – who also arranged 
and co-created the show – will 
conduct the DSO and guest 
vocalists Shayna Steele, Kelly 
Levesque, and Brie Cassil. 

The concerts take place 
Friday, October 11 at 10:45 a.m. 
and 8 p.m., Saturday, October 12 

at 8 p.m., and Sunday, October 13 
at 3 p.m. at Orchestra Hall, within 
Midtown Detroit’s Max M. and 
Marjorie S. Fisher Music Center. 

“This is a terrific series that 
showcases both the DSO and a 
wide variety of popular music, 
said Ric DeVore, PNC regional 
president for Detroit and 
Southeast Michigan. 

Tickets for Queens of Soul 
begin at $24 and can be purchased 
at dso.org, by calling 313-576-5111, 
or in-person at the Max M. & 
Marjorie S. Fisher Music Center 
Box Office (3711 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit).
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Have you been 
having 
conversations 

about the possible sale of your 
home in the Spring of 2020? If so, 
now is the time to start making a 
to-do list and checking things off 
to ensure your house is ready for 
the market as soon as the first 
tulips of the season begin to 
bloom. 

Maybe you’re wondering why 
you need to start thinking about 
selling now when Spring is eight 
months away, and we want to help 
you understand the necessity for 
proper planning. If you haven’t 
sold a house in years or have 
never worked with an experienced 
realtor, you might not realize the 
tasks involved in preparing for a 
move, and that’s where we come 
in. Here are three expert tips to 
get you started: 

1. Call us! We have been 
selling real estate for more than 40 
years and are experts in the local 
market. Not only do we know what 
needs to be done to your home to 
get it sold, but we have an 
extensive list of local businesses 
that can help get your house 
market-ready.  

2. Professional photography 
is key to the sale of your house. 
Through stunning photos, 

potential buyers will get a first 
glimpse into what their next home 
could be. But we need to get these 
photos done for you now. As you 
know, the beginning of Spring in 
Michigan leaves the landscaping 
bare and the grass a mix between 
shades of green and brown. The 
flowers are not in full bloom, and 
some trees won’t begin to bud 
until mid-May.  

By taking the photos now 
before the fall foliage has arrived, 
we will be able to show clients 
your home at its best, and they 
will be able to envision what 
summers in their new home can 
look like. While we love the fall 
colors, if we capture those in 
photos now, they will be outdated 
by Spring; therefore, it’s of utmost 

importance we take those photos 
soon. 

3. Plan ahead. There are a lot 
of decisions to be made when 
deciding to put your house on the 
market. From significant 
renovations like upgrading a 
master bathroom to easier 
cosmetic changes like a fresh coat 
of paint throughout, we can help 
you determine what should be 
done and what to forego. “Failure 
to plan is planning to fail.” 

Visit Lindareateam.com for 
more real estate tips and advice 
on the purchase or sale of your 
home. Call Paula Rea-Johnston 
of The Linda Rea Team at 248-
770-8661 for a free analysis of 
your home and let us guide you 
through a successful sale next 
Spring!  

Now is the time to prep for 
your spring home sale

HOME MATTERS 
 
 
by 
PAULA REA-JOHNSTON

Creative ways to make the most of excess veggies 
from your garden 
by AMY FORTUNE 

It is a wonderful feeling when 
your garden does well – but what 
if it does a little too well? Some 
highly skilled or very lucky 
gardeners find themselves with 
dozens and dozens of tomatoes or 
enough zucchini to feed the entire 
neighborhood. And, naturally, no 
one wants to waste homegrown 
veggies, so they may give as many 
as they can to friends, co-workers, 
and family members. Then, they 
look for creative ways to make use 
of these bumper crops.  

If you are currently in this 
situation – the proud owner of 
enough vegetables to stock a 
small farmers market, here are a 
few ideas to make good use of 
them. Yes, there is always zucchini 
bread, but you can only eat so 
much zucchini bread, right? 

Dry your veggies. This works 
incredibly well with tomatoes, and 
you can find an easy recipe from 
AllRecipes.com just by Googling 
“How to Dry Tomatoes.” Then, 

after you’ve dried your tomatoes, 
you can use the tasty morsels on 
salads and to make incredible 
dips. You can even bake them into 
bread for a savory alternative to 
zucchini bread. For other 
vegetables (and fruits), you can 
obviously use a food dehydrator. 
But if you do not own a food 
dehydrator, you can dry them out 
in your oven at a very low 
temperature (normally 200 
degrees). 

Use vegetables in fruit 
smoothies. This is a good way to 
get more vegetables into your diet 
– Just toss them in your morning 
smoothie right along with your 
fruits, yogurt, and whatever else 
you like to add. 

Plan a family canning day. If 
you have never canned anything 
in your life, you will probably be 
surprised by how easy it is, and 
there are plenty of tutorial videos 
offered on YouTube to get you 
started. If you want to take your 
project a step farther, pickle a few 

vegetables before canning or 
make a few batches of soup to can 
and put away for the winter 
months. 

Make soups and freeze 
leftovers. Speaking of making 
soups, if you are not interested in 
trying your hand at canning, but 
you are still comfortable in the 
kitchen, make a few batches of 
soup, and freeze what you cannot 
eat right away.  

Add veggies to your 
lemonade stand. If your kids want 
to be entrepreneurs for a day, set 
them up with a simple lemonade 
stand with its own mini farmer’s 
market. You can sell off your 
excess vegetables a few at a time, 
and you can even donate the 
profits to a local charity if you 
want to teach your kids a great 
lesson in giving back.  

Of course, if you still want to 
make zucchini bread, you can find 
the recipe by Googling “Best 
Zucchini Bread” or visiting 
ButterWithaSideofBread.com.  



SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING  
LEAVES IN GUTTERS 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 
TOM MICOLI 
313-656-9402 

6/8 

HELP WANTED 

Royal Oak medical office is looking for a 
Medical Assistant or Receptionist. 
Experience preferred. Please fax your 
resume to 248-268-3661. 

1/1 
FOR SALE 

Christian Memorial, 1 space 
Garden of Diety.Lot 1571 grave #1. 
W/casket & burial vault. Value $5600. 
Asking $3000. 810-543-0230 

1/1 

GUITAR  
LESSONS 

Beginner & Intermediate guitar lessons 
taught by teacher with 10 years in-studio 
experience (references available). Great 
with kids (ages 7+), teens, and adults of all 
skill level and musical interests. Lessons 
taught at office studio in Troy. 
 
Lessons $25/half-hour once a week. Call 
Andrew at 248-842-1828 and get $10 off 
your first lesson! 

1/1 
PUBLISHER 

WRITE, PUBLISH, SELL YOUR BOOK 
Guide. Send $10. 3-Q Publications. 
P.O. Box 38457 
Detroit, MI 48238 

1/1 

WANTED 
Inventor needs an investor. $12,000 - 
Leave a message, 248-740-9935. 

1/1 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK! 
 

VOLUNTEER 
Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started 
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN), 
aimed at bringing law enforcement and 
community organizations together in an 
effort to find viable treatment options for 
individuals seeking help to reduce 
dependency with heroin, prescription 
drugs, and alcohol.  
A person struggling with any drug addic-
tion can come to any of the participating 
police agencies and ask for help. They will 
be greeted with support, compassion and 
respect. Hope Not Handcuffs volunteer 
‘Angels’ help with paperwork and provide 
compassionate support until a treatment 
option is found.  Angel's can choose their 
own time slot by signing up to be on call 
for just 2 four hour blocks per month. 

To sign up and learn more, visit  
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer 

 

ADOPT A PET 
The Humane Society of Macomb works to 
prevent cruelty to animals, and place 
adoptable pets into good, permanent 
homes with responsible owners and pro-
mote spaying and neutering to prevent 
overpopulation. The Humane Society of 
Macomb has many cats, dogs, puppies 
and kittens waiting for a new home. They 
are open Monday through Saturday, 10 
a.m.– 3 p.m. for adoptions. Give them a 
call at 586-731-9210, and visit them at 
11350 22 Mile Road in Utica. 
 

Lucky Boy 

ADOPT A PET 
Polo 

Nick 

Chewy

CLASSIFIEDS 
September 27, 2019

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com 
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word 

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00 
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group. 

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication.  
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising. 

Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Publisher 
Mark Nicholson 

Editor-in-Chief 
Andrew Neal  

Editorial Contributors 

Suzanne Angeo 
Greg Angeo 
Cynthia Kmett 
Amy Fortune 

Advertising 

Pam Brown 

Production 

AJ White 

Circulation 
Melissa Leung 
Alex Neal 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING: 
248-524-4868 
Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

TO SUBMIT EDITORIAL: 
News@GazetteMediaGroup.com 

248-524-4868 
6966 Crooks Road Suite 22 

Troy, MI 48098

Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach seven of 
the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester, Rochester Hills, 

Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, Washington Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper 2 Papers 3 Papers

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢per
word50¢per

word25¢per
word

Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Gazette
Rochester & Rochester Hills

Gazette
Troy-Somerset

RECYCLE  
THIS 

PAPER 

GetYourGazette.com 

@SUMWGazette

@ShelbyGazette

Sudoku

GET YOUR GAZETTE 
Gazette Media Group is a media and events company based in Troy, Michigan. Originally 
established in 1980 by Claire Weber as the Troy-Somerset Gazette, GMG now publishes 
three local newspapers and hosts a variety of events throughout the metro Detroit area. 
The Gazette creates and curates hyper-local content and distributes free weekly newspa-
pers throughout businesses in the community. Go to GetYourGazette.com to read past 
issues and to find the nearest pick-up location. 
The Gazette is always looking for news, photos, and tips from around the community. 
Email News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868 for editorial submissions. 
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To be an Exhibitor visit GazetteEvents.com or call 248-524-4868

Connect with dozens of organizations dedicated to 
helping seniors and their families, including: 

Assisted Living • Audiology • Veteran’s Benefits • Mobility Solutions 
Home Care • Senior Travel • Financial Planning • Hospice 

Independent Living • Memory Care • Insurance • Medicare 
Medical Equipment • Medicare • Physical Therapy • & More!

Detroit Senior Expo 
at the CHARLES H. WRIGHT MUSEUM

Tuesday, October 15th • 10am-2pm



Page 8    ■                                      ■    September 27, 2019 Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Macomb Senior Expo

Connect with dozens of organizations dedicated to 
helping seniors and their families, including: 

Assisted Living • Audiology • Veteran’s Benefits 
Mobility Solutions  • Home Care • Senior Travel 

Financial Planning • Independent Living • Memory Care 
Hospice • Insurance • Medical Equipment 

Medicare • Physical Therapy • & More!

Registered Nurse
On-site

FREE Senior Expo • FREE Health Screenings

Pre-Register at GazetteEvents.com for Your Chance to WIN a $200 Walgreen’s Gift Card!N a $200 Walgreen’s Gift Card!.com for Your Chance to WINN

Monday, October 28 • 9am-12pm

at THE PALAZZO GRANDE BANQUET & EVENT CENTER
54660 Van Dyke Ave, Shelby Charter Twp.

Presented by Gold Sponsors


