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A national organization promot-
ing innovation in technology has
awarded three top awards to Utica
Community Schools 3D virtual reality
films that were created to address an
important issue.

The Tour, a Utica Center for
Science of Industry (UCSI) film about
the importance of creativity, was
named the overall winner of the
“Make Waves” Award for inspiring
action for positive change in the 360
Filmmakers Challenge. 

The film also earned “Hack 360
Honorable Mention” as an ingenious
solution to achieve a special effect in
the competition sponsored by Digital
Promise, a nonprofit organization
working to spur innovation in educa-
tion.

In addition to the UCSI awards,
Drinking and Driving Affects EVERY-
ONE, from Henry Ford II High School,
earned “One Moment 360 Honorable
Mention” to recognize a moment that
sticks with the viewer long after the
virtual reality headset comes off.

Out of the six total awards in the
program, three were earned by UCS
students.

“The 360 Filmmakers Challenge
reflects the high level of student skills
for innovation, problem solving and
communication in Utica Community
Schools,” superintendent Dr.
Christine Johns said. “Our students
care deeply about issues that impact
their world and are effectively using
technology to encourage change.”

The 360 Filmmakers Challenge is
a first-year program that engages
young people to produce 360° films

Student-Led
Innovation
Through Virtual
Reality Film
Making at UCS

Mayors, Supervisors Talk Road Funding at Community Leaders Breakfast
CLINTON TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR Robert Cannon, Utica Mayor Thom Dionne, Shelby Township Supervisor
Rick Stathakis, and Sterling Heights Mayor Michael Taylor are pictured here at last Friday's Community
Leaders Breakfast, hosted by the Sterling Heights Regional Chamber of Commerce and moderated by
Crain’s Reporter Chad Livengood. The local leaders talked about roads and funding, with Livengood later
tweeting, "A lot of resignation from local officials about the hand Lansing has dealt them in terms of road
funding. They don't know what to do about it..." Photo credit: Tony Licata, Photography by Licata.
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MDOT, Macomb County
Announce $10M Plan
to Repave Mound

This week, the Michigan
Department of Transportation,
Macomb County Planning & Economic
Development and Sterling Heights City
Hall announced an immediate $10 mil-
lion repaving project on Mound from
14 Mile Road to M-59 in Sterling
Heights.

Through a work-around of dol-
lars, essentially Sterling Heights is
advancing $2 million, Macomb County
$2 million and MDOT $6 million.

Macomb County Public Works
Commissioner Candice Miller said of
the news, "The devastation to Mound
Road has been too great to wait for
anything else. This temporary solu-
tion will last for up to five years while
additional funding is assembled to do
a complete reconstruction project."

County Executive Mark Hackel
said at a press conference because of
other construction projects planned
in the area and the immediate need to
repair Mound, he called the governor
to try and expedite the process. "To
his credit, he had his MDOT crews
that afternoon working with our folks
in Sterling Heights to make sure that
the closures weren't going to be a
problem and that they were going to
go ahead and expedite bid-letting
process for us to make sure we get
this project done on time."

2018 State of Macomb
Township Address

Macomb Township Supervisor
Janet Dunn will give her 2018 State of
Macomb Township address on Friday,
March 16. The event will be held at the
Sycamore Hills Golf Club in Macomb
Township. Registration begins at 8
a.m., with breakfast available for those
in attendance. The official program
starts at 8:45 a.m. Admission is $25 for
Macomb Chamber members, Macomb
Township residents and township per-
sonnel. General admission is $35.

See UCS, page 2

Third Body in 12 Months Found Near Shelby Township Gravel Pit
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Early Bird Senior Expo

SAVE THE DATE

Oakland University O'Rena 
569 Pioneer Drive,  Rochester

Saturday, May 5th • 10am-6pm   &   Sunday, May 6th • 10am-4pm

Admission $5 • Children 12 & Under Free

Oakland

All Your Home Improvement Projects Start Here!

For Exhibitor Information Call Vickie at 248-524-4868

By ANDREW NEAL
The unfortunate discovery

occurred Tuesday, when a few ATV
riders happened upon the body near
the intersection of Hixson and
Barclay, near Dequindre and Auburn
in Shelby Township. Police later con-
firmed the identity of the deceased as
Joshua Clark, a Rochester Hills resi-
dent who had been missing since
February 2.

This week's tragic discovery
marks the third of its kind in 12
months for the part residential, part
industrial area. On February 8, 2017,
police reported finding the body of a
missing person at Hixson and Auburn.

Just four days later, another report on
a second body of a missing person dis-
covered in the same area. Now one
year and eight days later, the newest
finding has many residents worried
and skeptical.

"I love my home and neighbors
but 3 deaths in a years time?!
Something needs to be done in and
around the pits!" said one local resi-
dent online.

Police say there was no foul play
in either of the two incidents last year
and while this week's investigation
remains open, they say the three
cases are unrelated.

“The two from last winter were

both ruled natural deaths by the med-
ical examiner, and both had very sad
circumstances surrounding their
passing," Shelby Police commented
online. "We will have to wait to hear
from (the medical examiner) about
this death as well, as there was no
indication of external cause."

“I don’t know what is attracting
them over to that area,” Police Chief
Shelide told C&G Newspapers. “I don’t
know. There’s no serial killer.”

"Maybe they wanna rethink that
there was no foul play with the other 2
bodies previously found," one resi-
dent commented.

See BODY FOUND, page 2



Shelby Police responded with
some historical speculation. "Ask any-
one that grew up in Shelby, Hixson Pits
used to be the place to go party with-
out parents' eyes, ride atv’s and fish.
Even though it is private property
now, many people do still know that it
is a large natural area that doesn’t get
a lot of traffic like the parks do."

One resident, who wished to
remain anonymous, told the Gazette
that he and his wife bought a home
over a year ago not a half mile from
where the bodies were found, and now
they want answers.

"I guess my concern at this point is
not about foul play or a serial killer. It's
more about security/safety in our
community. If kids can easily have
access to such a large and secluded
area (via walking, bikes, or ATV's),
that in itself should be of great con-
cern. Playgrounds are purposely
placed in public settings. A gravel pit
is not a playground, nor is the entire
surrounding area to this case. How do
I know this? 3 bodies have been found
in the last 12 months!"

The resident added, "I think the
community would feel far safer know-
ing people of power in Shelby Twp
took quick steps to help prevent entry

into what is several hundred acres of a
troubling and unsecured area of our
community."

Police are asking anyone with
information about Joshua Clark's dis-

appearance or death to contact
Shelby Township Detective Lieutenant
Schmittler at 586-731-2121 ext. 315 or
Oakland County Sheriff Detective
Schroeder at 248-537-3513.
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that make an impact.
The program is part of VR for

Good, an initiative of the virtual reali-
ty (VR) company Oculus, and is direct-
ed by Digital Promise Global.

The purpose of the program is to
inspire the next generation of virtual
reality creators and build student
skills and confidence as producers
with emerging technology.

The Tour was honored for provid-
ing a perspective on the importance of
creativity in educational development.
It earned a top rating – Amazing – in all
22 categories of the competition.

“Wow! This is a gem of a film. A
clever and creative concept executed
almost flawlessly,” wrote one judge.

Another wrote: “The vision was
clear, the message was cleverly
approached and eloquently written,
the story was delightful, the tone and
style were consistent and elegant, the
performances excellent, and the tech-
nical elements were clean. This was an
absolutely fantastic piece and every-
one involved deserves the highest
accolades.”

Students worked under the direc-
tion of UCSI teacher Michael Allore.

Drinking and Driving Affects
EVERYONE shares the impact of four
student deaths on a school communi-
ty.

According to judges, the film is “a
wonderful effort that definitely
inspired action for positive change.”

Students worked under the direc-
tion of Henry Ford II High School
teacher Joseph Elliot.

The films are available at

https://www.facebook.com/ocu-
lus360challenge. For the full virtual
reality effect, the videos can be
viewed through the Facebook App.

In total, 61 schools in 11 states
have participated in the Challenge
since Spring 2016. Schools received
360° film production tools from
Oculus, including the Samsung Gear
VR headset and accompanying phone
and Ricoh Theta S camera.

Digital Promise Global offers pro-
duction support and resources
through an online community space,
including feedback and support from
professional filmmakers. To complete
the program, educators help students

produce at least one 360° film for con-
sideration in the national competition.

All four UCS high schools and
UCSI participated in the program. The
district was one of only five Michigan
communities partnering with Digital
Promise to provide students with 360
degree technology for video produc-
tion courses.

Karen Cator, CEO of Digital
Promise Global, said, “The 360
Filmmakers Challenge is a great exam-
ple of powerful use of technology for
learning, where students are fully
engaged in creating something to
make an impact on a real-world audi-
ence.”

Students Receive “Making Waves” Award for VR Film

� High quality preschools
� Literacy-rich methods designed for the early learner
� Connection to the Troy School District curriculum to

ensure learning for all
� Increased time in class
� Engagement fostered through play-based experiences

critical to brain development
� Daily active hands-on learning for deeper learning
� Home/school partnerships
� 1:8 teacher/student ratio (class maximum size is 16)
� Collaboration with kindergarten teachers and reading

specialists to better prepare students for success in
kindergarten and beyond

For more information, call 248-823-5100
or visit www.troyceonline.com

Troy School District
Preschool Parent 
Information Night

Visit Our Open Houses at 
Our Current Locations

Tuesday, March 13th - 6:30-7:30 pm
Costello Elementary - 1333 Hamman

Hamilton Elementary - 5625 Northfield Pkwy.
Hill Elementary - 4600 Forsyth

Leonard Elementary - 4401 Tallman
Morse Elementary - 475 Cherry

Niles Center - 201 W. Square Lake
Schroeder Elementary - 3541 Jack Dr.

Troy Union Elementary - 1340 E. Square Lake
Wass Elementary - 2340 Willard

Services Building, 4420 Livernois

Registration begins online 
March 19, 2018 @ 8 am.

Tuesday, March 6th - 6:30-7:30 pm

UCS, From page 1

Residents Concerned After Third Body Discovered in Same Area
BODY FOUND, From page 1

Sensory-Friendly Theaters for Kids with Autism
at Emagine Theaters this Weekend

Select Emagine Theatres will host
sensory friendly showings of “Peter
Rabbit” for families of children with
autism on Saturday, February 24 at 10:30
a.m. Both Emagine Macomb and Emagine
Rochester Hills are participating.

In partnership with Centria
Healthcare, Emagine will show the film in
a theater with brighter lights and lower

sounds. Families will also be allowed to
bring their own snacks from home. This
autism-friendly movie program gives fam-
ilies a chance to enjoy a film together in
safe theater environment.

To see the full list of theaters and pur-
chase tickets, visit emagine-entertain-
ment.com/michigan, or visit a participat-
ing theater.

AERIAL MAP of Ryan Rd (east), Auburn Rd (south), and Hixson Ave (west) in
Shelby Township. Map data: Google, 2018 DigitalGlobe. 



February 23,  2018    ■  ■ Page 3
Shelby•Utica•Macomb

Panel on Macomb County’s Transformation to a
Charter Government at Lorenzo Cultural Center

The Lorenzo Cultural center is cele-
brating Macomb county. On Wednesday,
February 28, a panel discussion focusing
on Macomb’s transition to a charter gov-
ernment will kick-off the center’s pro-
gram series “Making Macomb: A Journey
Through 200 Years.”

The panel will feature several offi-
cials who served on the 2008 commis-
sion that developed the proposal for a
county charter, including Macomb
County executive, Mark Hackel. 

The presentation begins at 1 p.m.
Admission is free, but pre-registration is
required. Those interested should call
586-445-7348 or email
culturalcenter@macomb.edu to reserve
their place.

The Lorenzo Cultural Center is
located on Macomb Community
College’s central campus. To see other
events included in the center’s Macomb
country bicentennial program, visit
lorenzoculturalcenter.com

SEND RESUME TO Careers@GazetteMediaGroup.com

Advertising Sales Account Executive
This full time, outside sales position offers an excellent
compensation plan! It’s a great opportunity to help
local businesses grow by reaching our loyal readers.
Requires dedication, commitment, and a positive attitude

The heads of the
nation’s intelligence
agencies recently

warned that Russia will attempt to
influence the 2018 midterm elections,
and this warning was based in large
part on the fact that Russia believes
that its efforts to influence the 2016
election were successful. There is no
doubt among the nation’s intelligence
community that Russia did in fact
influence the 2016 election, yet polls
throughout 2017 revealed that nearly
one-third of Americans believe there
was no Russian interference. That
doubt, despite the overwhelming evi-
dence, is proof positive that Russia’s
efforts were successful.

What so many Americans have
failed to understand is that Russia’s
goal was bigger than merely tipping
the scales in favor of one candidate or
another. Although the evidence sug-
gests that Russian influence was more
detrimental to Hillary Clinton than it
was to Donald Trump, the Russian
government’s plot would have been
successful regardless of who won the
election; after all, the ultimate pur-
pose of Russia’s meddling was to sow
chaos and confusion, destabilizing the
nation.

Russian actors targeted voters on
both sides of the aisle and across the
political spectrum. For example,
Russian-controlled social media
accounts targeted those with liberal
ideologies with content supporting
the Black Lives Matter movement,
Muslim-Americans, and the LGBT
community, while other accounts tar-
geted conservatives with content sup-
porting police officers and the Second
Amendment and warning about Sharia
law. These social media posts and ads
were not elaborate or overly detailed;
rather, they were of the nature that so
much of social media has become—
they were posts that appealed to a tar-
get audience and were likely to be
shared among that target audience.

In essence the Russian govern-
ment wanted to use the echo-chamber
mentality that has become all too
common in American politics against
us. And it worked. And it is still work-
ing. Some supporters of President
Trump have taken the stance that
Russia should not be sanctioned, rea-
soning that to admit that Russia med-
dled in the election would mean
admitting that Trump would have lost
but for the meddling. On the other
hand, some Democrats have blamed
their 2016 loss on the meddling, label-
ing Trump a “puppet” and ignoring
the significant flaws Clinton had as a
candidate.

The wedge between Republicans
and Democrats continues to grow big-
ger; meanwhile, Russia has gotten off
virtually scot-free. Although Congress
passed legislation to impose addition-

al sanctions on Russia, that legislation
had serious constitutional flaws, and
the Trump administration has yet to
impose any serious sanctions on
Russia.

With the 2018 midterms
approaching and the threat of more
Russian meddling in the American
democratic process, both parties
need to come together to craft a solu-
tion to protect the integrity of our
elections. Republicans, including
President Trump, need to stop pre-
tending that nothing happened in
2016; the threat is real, and it needs to
be treated as such. On the other hand,
Democrats need to accept that Trump
won the election; the goal needs to be
ensuring integrity in future elections,
not trying to discredit the President
or change the past.

That being said, this is also an issue
that requires action on the part of every-
day citizens. We need to make a commit-
ment to becoming more informed about
real issues and avoid the echo-chamber
mentality that has increasingly plagued
American politics. If more Americans pri-
oritize educating themselves on impor-
tant issues and avoid sharing political
memes and fake news on social media,
foreign efforts to sow chaos and confu-
sion will be less likely to be successful. It
is up to all of us to take steps to protect
the integrity of our democracy.

The views expressed in the Op-Ed
Perspectives column are those of the
author and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Gazette. We encourage
readers to submit a Letter to the Editor
to Andrew@Gazettemediagroup.com.

Election Integrity: Stop Pretending Nothing Happened

PERSPECTIVES
Op-Ed by 

NATHAN INKS

2018 and Moving in the Right Direction
Op-Ed by BOB SMITH, Macomb County
Commissioner

At the end of last year, a lot of good
things happened to set us up for 2018.

The sewer collapse in Fraser was fixed
and 15 Mile Road was reopened, a large
portion of Hall Road was reconstructed,
and the Board of Commissioners unani-
mously passed a County budget for 2018.

This may not sound like a big deal,
but in today’s hyper-partisan environ-
ment, it is rare to see eight Democrats
and five Republicans come together and
unanimously pass anything, let alone a
$718 million budget.

The Board listened to 38 department
and agency presentations at more than 20
public meetings to deliver a budget that is

accurate and which enhances public
accountability and transparency. We
wanted to agree on a budget that makes
sense, adds clarity and provides consis-

tency among policies. With our guiding
principles of maintaining current level of
services, conservative spending and
practicality, the Board approved a 5.8%
reduction in the 2018 General Fund
Expenditures from the 2017 Amended
Budget’s expenditures.

Like everything, much of this is flex-
ible to change. As we continue to look at
fixing our roads, applying for grants, and
finding ways to improve our community,
the Board will be looking at budget
amendments. Most notably, the Board
received a presentation on a

Classification and Compensation Study
that our Human Resources department
first commissioned one year ago. This
study looks at similar organizations to
ensure that we have competitive pay and
helps us see ways to streamline our sys-
tem, consolidate job titles and create a
more efficient framework for our Human
Resources team.

As the legislative body of the County
and as your only public meeting to
express your concerns with County gov-
ernment, we take our roles very serious-
ly. We need to meet the needs of our resi-
dents and look towards the future of both
our County and Metro Detroit as a region.
It has been great to speak with the Detroit
Zoo about a new nature center that show-
cases our beautiful water resources. It is
also important to appreciate the Detroit
Institute of Arts efforts to bring art into
the community and offer free admission
to Macomb County residents, along with
school trips and senior bus trips.

In government, there are so many
levels that working together is crucial.
Between state, federal, county, and local
dollars, everyone needs to remember
that we are here to work for the residents.
The Board of Commissioners is commit-
ted to continuing our work as your repre-
sentatives in County government. Please
never hesitate to reach out to us with any
questions. You can always reach our
office at 586-469-5125.

"This world is filled with tragedy and
pain, chaos and fear. May we always look
to Jesus, who died on the cross, tram-
pling sin, death, and Satan's ugly power.
He lives for us and comforts us in time of
deep anguish.

Please join us in praying for the fam-

ilies of the Florida high school victims.
May they know that death does not win,
that heaven is real, and that Jesus
Himself is peace and light and hope."

— Rick Stathakis, Shelby Township
Supervisor

A Message from Supervisor Stathakis on
Parkland Shooting

The sixth annual Macomb Business
Awards will be held on Tuesday,
February 27 from 8-10 a.m. at Mirage
Banquets & Catering, 16980 18 Mile Rd in
Clinton Township.

The event will honor businesses
that strive to achieve success in critical
business practices to recruit and retain
talent, create an inclusive environment,

give back to the community or diversify
into new markets or industry segments.
Fox 2 Detroit's Huel Perkins and Charlie
Langton will co-emcee and County
Executive Mark Hackel will present a cov-
eted crystal award to a single recipient in
each category.

To learn more, visit
business.macombgov.org.

Macomb Business Awards February 27

MACOMB COUNTY COMMISSIONERS KLEINFELT, SMITH AND KRAFT.



High School Sports

IKE VARSITY HOCKEY won the MAC Red Championship Saturday with a thrilling 3 - 2 overtime victory over Macomb
Dakota. Scoring for Eisenhower were Try McLaughlin, Nick Cvetanovski, and Sam Vicari.
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BOYS BASKETBALL
FEB 15 vs GROSSE POINTE NORTH (L)
Next Game: TUE, FEB 27 at 7 p.m.vs LAKE SHORE

GIRLS BASKETBALL
FEB 17 vs GROSSE POINTE NORTH (W)
Next Game: WED, FEB 28  at 5 p.m.vs L’ANSE CREUSE NORTH

BOYS BASKETBALL
FEB 15 vs UTICA FORD (W)
Next Game: TUE, FEB 27 at 7 p.m. vs LUTHERAN NORTH

GIRLS BASKETBALL
FEB 16 vs COUSINO (W)
Regular season has concluded.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
FEB 20 vs STONEY CREEK (W)
Regular season has concluded.

BOYS BASKETBALL
FEB 15 vs L’ANSE CREUSE NORTH (W)
Next Game: TUE, FEB 27 at 7 p.m.at COUSINO
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UTICA GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL fell short last Friday against Port Huron
North with a final score of 44-38. Photo credit: Diann Bailey O'Connor.

DAKOTA GIRLS BASKETBALL was crowned MAC Red/White champions with their win over Grosse Pointe North. The
Lady Cougars look to continue their stellar season at the District Tournament.

— Sports page curated by Jacob Rogers

(Game held at Port Huron Northern)



■ DAKOTA
HIGH SCHOOL
TWO SHOOT-
ING THREATS

IN TWO DAYS. Last Thursday, the
Macomb County Sheriff’s Office
responded to Dakota High School for a
threat that was located on a urinal in one
of the male bathrooms. Deputies were
originally told the threat was written to
“shoot up the school on 2-16-18,” but
later learned that it was dated for "2-15-
18," the previous day. Deputies respond-
ed and investigated finding no credible
information. Over 100 males had been in
and out of that bathroom over the
course of the school day. Other than the
writing on the urinal, nothing further
was reported regarding this.

While deputies were on school
grounds Feb. 16, it was reported that
several students overhead another male
student in the Ninth Grade Center stat-
ing he had a gun with him. The student
is currently being investigated and no
gun has been located as of now. The
Macomb County Sheriff's Office will con-
tinue to investigate and remain on

scene, however they do not believe that
the two incidents are related at this time.
School officials were made aware and
school remained in regular session. At
no point was there ever a mention of a
bomb.

■  HOME INVASION IN HARRI-
SON. On February 10 at approximately
4:45 p.m., Macomb County

Sheriff’s deputies were called to a
residence on Rivercrest Ave. in Harrison

Township for a breaking and entering
complaint. The homeowners stated that
they arrived home to find multiple items
missing from their home including jewel-

ry, electronics, and a handgun. Entry
was made into the home through the
garage. Macomb County Sheriff’s
Detectives were able to track an elec-
tronic device that had been taken to a
residence in Ira Township where 27 year
old Kelly Rae Smith resides. Upon fur-
ther investigation it was learned that
Smith had pawned jewelry and a firearm
that linked to the victim’s residence.

A search warrant was executed on
Smith’s residence and she was taken
into custody as she attempted to flee
from a rear exit. A second subject was
also taken into custody for several out-
standing unrelated warrants. Several
items were recovered from the resi-
dence. Smith was lodged at the Macomb
County Jail and a two count warrant was
issued by the Macomb County
Prosecutor’s Office; one count of Home
Invasion 2nd Degree (15 year felony) and
one count of Receiving and Concealing
$1,000.00 - $20,000.00 (5 year) felony.
Smith was arraigned on 2/20/18 by the
41-B Clinton Township District Court.
She was given a $20,000 bond and is due
back in the 41-B Clinton Township
District Court on 03/05/2018 at 8:30 a.m.
for a probable cause conference.

Note: If you have any information
on the aforementioned crimes or any
other offenses, please call the
Macomb County Sheriff at 586-469-
5151.
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Two School Shooting Threats at Dakota

Spring Dining GuideThe
Gazette

Week of
 March 12!

TO ADVERTISE, CALL THE GAZETTE OFFICE (248) 524-4868
PICTURED: The Clean Plate, Shelby Twp

Veterans Department Seeking Volunteers
The Macomb County Veterans

Department is looking for volunteers to
donate a few hours per month. A volun-
teer could choose to help with one (or
more) of the following tasks: Answer
phones at the Legal Aid Office, Drive

Veterans to and from the VA Hospital for
morning appointments, Red Carpet
Registration,” set up appointments, and
get their information. Those interested
should call Veteran Services at 586-469-
5315.

Donate Jeans at Shelby Police and Fire
THE SHELBY TOWNSHIP Fire Department shared the above picture this week
to help promote a high school senior's charitable cause. For her Senior
Service Project, a senior from Utica High School is collecting jeans to help the
less fortunate in the Detroit area. A collection box is located in both the
Shelby Fire and Police lobbies. The project ends this Sunday, February 25.
Jeans can be new or “gently” used and can be any size. 

POLICE PATROL

KELLY RAE SMITH

MCSO Visits Conner Creek on Career Day
THE MACOMB COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE shared the above photo to their
Facebook page this week with the note, "Sergeant Babbitt and Deputy Babbitt
recently spoke with the K - 6th students at Conner Creek Academy for career
day." Teacher Jenny Chambers commented on the post, saying, "Thank you
for sharing your passion with my 2nd graders. You both are heroes in my
eyes." Keep up to date with the Macomb County Sheriff's Office community
outreach efforts on Facebook @macombcountysheriffsoffice.



Health & Fitness Digest
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Imagine Living Without Diabetes! 

Attention:  Diabetics and Pre-Diabetics 
***TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH NOW!*** 
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Board Certified Cardiologist and Leading Wellness Expert, 

Dr. Michael Dangovian, D.O. 
Are you already taking at least one diabetic drug and have the desire to 

reduce or eliminate your dependence on these potentially dangerous drugs?  
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Winning Germ Warfare in the Workplace
This year’s flu, which the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention
estimates caused more than 125,000
illnesses since the beginning of the
season, is showing no sign of abate-
ment. While public health officials rec-
ommend getting vaccinated, work-
places remain hotbeds of possible
contagion. Even an ordinary seasonal
flu epidemic will still kill several thou-
sand people every year in the U.S.
alone.

Nellie Brown is a Certified
Industrial Hygienist, and director of
Workplace Health & Safety Programs

at Cornell University’s School of Labor
and Industrial Relations. She leads
over one hundred trainings about
workplace health and safety around
New York state and offers some tips
on how to minimize the potential for
virus spreading at the office.

Brown says,“Think about what
you touch in and out of the office. We
touch a lot of things in common and
that’s how diseases are spread.”

Clean with germicide. In order to
prevent the spread of germs, clean
surfaces with an EPA-registered germi-
cide that kills influenza. Do a thorough

handwashing with regular soap and
wash your hands more often. 

Stay home. People with the flu
should be instructed to not report to
work. With the virus being contagious,
it’s best to have employees with the
flu stay home. 

Tell employees to stay
home. Employers should have non-
punitive medical leave policies.
Otherwise, people come to work sick
and that doesn’t help anybody. Flu can
make some people seriously ill and, in
addition to human suffering, the
employer also pays a price for that. 

Feeling a little
parched every
once in a while is

perfectly normal. Your mouth may feel
dry when you are nervous, under
stress, upset, or even just outside in the
heat for a long period of time. The good
news is that these situations are just
temporary. However, if your mouth
feels dry on a daily basis it may be a
sign of an underlying problem and if left
untreated could lead to further compli-
cations to your health.

Dry mouth, also known by its med-
ical name, “xerostomia” is a condition
characterized by either a lack of saliva
or a decreased flow of saliva. Although,
rarely viewed as an essential body fluid,
your saliva plays an important role in
aiding digestion and maintaining good
dental health.

The average person makes an
astonishing amount of saliva each day.
Three pairs of major salivary glands
and hundreds of minor salivary glands
inside your mouth produce approxi-
mately 2-4 pints of saliva every 24
hours. Saliva is about 99% water and 1%
electrolytes, enzymes and proteins.
These components act together to
wash over your teeth and the sur-
rounding soft tissues to protect them
from germs, tooth decay, and gum dis-
ease. Your saliva also plays a key role in
keeping your mouth lubricated and
comfortable, so that you can move food
through your mouth to chew, taste and
easily swallow.

When you don’t have enough sali-
va the simple acts of chewing, swallow-
ing as well as speaking can become dif-
ficult. A lack of saliva causes germs to
increase in your mouth. More germs
lead to bad breadth, dental decay, gum
disease, and provide the groundwork
for a host of oral infections.

It is not uncommon for a dentist to
see a patient with dry mouth and the
problems associated with it.
Xerostomia can be caused by a number
of factors. Although anyone can be
afflicted with dry mouth, it is most
often seen in elderly individuals.

Some of the common causes of dry
mouth include:

Medication: Hundreds of medica-
tions, both prescription and over-the-
counter-drugs, can cause or exacerbate
xerostomia.

Age: Xerostomia is seen more fre-
quently in older individuals due to the

increased number of medications that
they take and the likelihood of being
afflicted with a contributing medical
condition.

Disease: Certain diseases including
salivary gland diseases, diabetes, hor-
monal imbalances, sleep apnea, cystic
fibrosis, mumps, and autoimmune dis-
orders can cause dry mouth.
Depression and anxiety can also play a
role in xerostomia.

Cancer Treatment: Radiotherapy
to the head and neck can result in dam-
age to the salivary glands. Also
chemotherapy can affect the amount
and composition of the saliva.

Injury or Surgery: Salivary gland
removal, nerve damage, trauma to the
head and neck, blockage of the ducts by
a salivary stone, or an infection can
cause xerostomia.

Tobacco Dehydration: Your dentist
and your physician will work together
to help you deal xerostomia and the
problems associated with it. As with all
conditions treatment depends on the
underlying cause of the problem. If your
dry mouth happens to be a side effect
of using a particular drug, an alterna-
tive medication may be recommended.
In some cases dry mouth may respond
to medications that promote an
increased salivary flow. If not, artificial
saliva can be used to keep your mouth
moist and lubricated. Moreover, your
dentist may recommend a prescription
strength fluoride gel to help prevent
tooth decay from developing.

In the meantime, if you are suffering
from dry mouth there are several things
that you can do on your own to allevi-
ate the discomfort and avoid further
problems. It is important to drink water
more often and avoid drinks with caf-
feine or alcohol that may have a dehy-
drating effect. You can also help to stim-
ulate or increase the saliva flow by
chewing on sugarless gum or sucking a
sugarless candy.

Of course, the best way to deal
with all issues that can affect your den-
tal health is to practice excellent oral
hygiene and visit with your dentist on a
regular basis for care.

Dr. Kyle Junga is a graduate of
the University of Detroit Mercy
School of Dentistry. He is a member
of both the Michigan and American
Dental Associations. Dr. Junga
makes it his goal to ensure all
patients are comfortable and know
they come first. To reach Dr. Junga
email him at drjunga@mcdental-
care.com. To schedule an appoint-
ment please call 586-247-8000 or visit
mcdentalcare.com. MCDental Care is
located at 50202 Schoenherr Road,
South of 23 Mile Rd., in Shelby
Township.

What You Need to Know
About Dry Mouth

by 

KYLE JUNGA, DDS
MC DENTAL CARE
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Have you or a loved one been diagnosed with Macular Degeneration?
If so, give the Oxford Recovery Center a call for a

FREE Consultation at 248-486-3636

Where Healing Begins!

Find out how your loved one can Recover  by calling  248-486-3636 for a  FREE Consultation
Visit Our New Troy Facility at 165 Kirts Boulevard, Suite 500    www.oxfordrecoverycenter.com

Treating Seniors, Middle Age & Children: 
Stroke - Macular Degeneration - Traumatic Brain Injury - Dementia - Parkinson’s - Wellness - Autism - ADD/ADHD - Cerebral Palsy - and more!

Bud very upset about his Macular Degeneration diagno-

sis. "I had the hardest time giving up reading. I was an 

avid reader of Science, and of course, it was hard to give 

up driving. An F-86 Pilot said to me one day, "What's the 

matter with your eyes? Why can't you drive?" I told him 

I had Macular Degeneration. Based on what he told me 

about the Oxford Recovery Center, and knowing he was 

an Air Force Officer, I gave them a call."

Oxford's Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy saturates blood 

cells with oxygen, increasing stem cell counts by 800%, 

increasing capillary growth, helping repair damaged eye 

cells and restoring damaged vision.

"I can now drive. I'm flying to see my grandchildren 
and will be able to see their faces clearly for the first 
time, and I also get to read again!" declares Bud.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy Restores Vision of
Man with Age Related Macular Degeneration 

• 100% pure oxygen
     treatments

• Increases stem cell
    production by 800%

• Creates new cells
    & capillaries

• Increases blood flow

• Repairs damaged tissue

• Reduces inflammation
    and swelling

• Rapid recovery from injury

• Fights bacteria and fungal
   infection

Hyperbaric
Oxygen Therapy

Question:  I’m assisting with my
parent’s medication right now and it’s
become overwhelming-who would assist
with it at an Assisted Living community?

A: Some, but not all,  Assisted Living com-
munities have a full-time Registered Nurse to
oversee medication management and clinical
needs.  With all the pieces there are to coordi-
nating a loved one’s care, it’s hard not to lose
the relationship with mom or dad amidst the
chaos.  An RN Coordinator would be able to
handle care coordination and blend seamlessly
with those of your external care network.  By
coordinating care with physicians, pharmacies,
home health agencies, therapists, durable med-
ical equipment providers, etc. they could ensure
that health monitoring is consistent across the
board.  The RN is trained to monitor weight and
vital signs ensuring optimal health-and would
be available for any sudden illnesses.  This
allows you to get back to more important things
like spending time with your loved one.

Laura Smigielski is a licensed
professional counselor (LPC) and a
licensed nursing home administra-
tor (LNHA). She is currently the
Executive Director for Bickford
Assisted Living and Memory Care in
Shelby Township. 

Please feel free to send Laura
any questions you may have to 
laura.smigielski@enrichinghappiness.com

or call her at 586-685-5800.

Questions and
Answers about
Assisted Living

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR

by 

LAURA SMIGIELSKI,  LPC,
LNHA, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR FOR BICKFORD
ASSISTED LIVING AND
MEMORY CARE

Health & Fitness Digest

New prevention and treatment
approaches can reduce serious health
risks due to peanut allergy in chil-
dren, according to an article in the
March issue of The Nurse

Practitioner, published by Wolters
Kluwer.

Early introduction of peanuts
into the diet can prevent the develop-
ment of peanut allergy in high-risk
infants, according to the article by
Jaime Hopper, MSN, FNP-C, and
Courtney Hopp, MSN, FNP-C, of
Indiana University Health Methodist
Center, Indianapolis; and Jessica
Durbin, DNP-FNP-BC, of Indiana State
University, Terre Haute. The authors
also discuss the emerging role of oral
immunotherapy and other desensiti-
zation approaches to reduce serious
reactions in peanut-allergic children.

What's New in Peanut Allergy?
With the rising prevalence of peanut
and other food allergies, nurse practi-

tioners and other providers must be
prepared to care for children with
peanut allergy. "Peanut allergies are a
significant public health issue and are
the primary reason for food-related
anaphylactic reactions that result in
death," the authors write. Rates of
peanut allergy in the United States
have been estimated between 1.6 and
2.7 percent.

A 2015 study (the LEAP trial)
found that early introduction of
peanuts into the diet led to a "com-
pelling reduction" in the risk of
peanut allergy in high-risk children.
The updated AAP recommendations
define a three-tiered exposure level,
including introducing peanuts at
about four to six months of age in

high-risk children with severe eczema
and/or egg allergy, with a recommen-
dation for allergy testing. Other rec-
ommendations apply to children with
mild to moderate eczema, and to
those with no eczema or any food
allergy.

For children who have developed
peanut allergy, a technique called oral
immunotherapy (OIT) is a promising
approach to allergen desensitization.
In one trial, OIT increased the thresh-
old amount of peanut children could
ingest before experiencing a reaction
by at least 25 times.

"With desensitization for known
peanut allergies, clinicians may be
able to reduce the incidence and
other severe reactions in the future

for children by making the reactions
less severe," Hopper and coauthors
write. "Although OIT has not been
shown to be 100 percent effective, it
offers the potential for an increased
quality of life for severe food-allergy
sufferers."

Further studies will be needed to
establish the short- and long-term
safety and effectiveness of OIT.
Sublingual and epicutaneous
approaches to peanut immunothera-
py are being studied as well.

The theory that early introduc-
tion of highly allergic foods could
desensitize patients and lead to fewer
adverse reactions could lead to major
changes in the management of food
allergies.

Reducing Peanut Allergy Risks: Early Introduction Key to Minimizing Reaction
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We specialize in the treatment of:

Call us today to schedule your child's 
Occupational and Physical Therapy evaluations. 

No Wait list.
6300 22 Mile Rd Suite 5 (corner of 22 Mile & Shelby Road) 

(586) 330-0872 • www.pmwrehab.com

• Autism
• ADHD
• Sensory Processing Disorders
• Cerebral Palsy
• Torticollis
• Feeding / Picky Eaters
• Developmental Delays
• FASD
• Developmental Coordination 

Disorder
• and many more

Occupational and Physical Therapy for Kids

Let Us Help Your Child

Accepting private insurance, payment 
plans and in-network BCBSM providers

Thursday, April 12th

7AM - 9:45AM

at the SOMERSET COLLECTION of Troy
Early Bird Senior Expo

 north side, center court

To participate as an exhibitor or sponsor call the Gazette offices at 248-524-4868

Connect with local
organizations representing

Assisted living
Home care

Mobility solutions
Financial planning

Health insurance
Veteran’s benefits

Memory care
and more

Four current terms on Macomb
County’s Community Mental Health
Board are expiring on March 31, 2018 and
the BOC is seeking to fill those open posi-
tions. The terms in which applicants will
be applying for are set to expire on
March 31, 2021.

Those interested in applying should
have an awareness of the need for the
provision of mental health services in
Macomb County, knowledge of the evolv-
ing Affordable Health Care Act and basic
understanding of Medicaid regulations in
the State of Michigan as well as the
Mental Health Code in the area of provi-
sion of services.

The CMH Board oversees Macomb
County’s Community Mental Health
Services Agency. In broad terms, the
Community Mental Health Services
Board is charged with providing a com-
prehensive array of mental health servic-
es appropriate to needs of the primary
consumers located within its service
area, regardless of the ability to pay for
the service. By statute, the members are
representative of providers of mental
health services, recipients or consumers
of mental health services, agencies and
occupations having a working involve-
ment with mental health services and the
general public.

Applicants seeking a position on the

CMH Board must be 18 years of age or
older and a resident of Macomb County
and cannot be employed by the
Community Mental Health Program
(CMHP), nor be a party to a contract, or
administer or benefit financially from a
contract with CMHP. In addition, appli-
cants may not serve in a policy making
position with an agency under contract
with CMHP.

Applications for the position can be
found by visiting MacombBoC.com and
clicking “Boards & Commissions” in the
far left column.

Interested individuals should submit
original, signed applications (must be
notarized) to the Board Office no later
than 5 p.m. on March 8, 2018. Applicants
should expect to attend an upcoming
Government Operations Committee
meeting for a public interview.
Appointments will take place at a Full
Board meeting at a later date.

Board members receive a $35 per
diem plus mileage as mandated by
statute. Meetings are held on the second
and fourth Wednesdays of each month at
6:00 p.m. in the County Commissioners’
Board Room on the 9th Floor of the
County Administration Building.

For more information, call the
Board of Commissioners office at 586-
469-5125 or visit mccmh.net.

BOC Accepting Applications for
Community Mental Health Board

Health & Fitness Digest

Scientists have more evidence that
exercise improves brain health and
could be a lifesaving ingredient that pre-
vents Alzheimer’s disease.

In particular, a new study from
UT Southwestern’s O’Donnell Brain
Institute suggests that the lower the fit-
ness level, the faster the deterioration of
vital nerve fibers in the brain. This dete-
rioration results in cognitive decline,
including memory issues characteristic
of dementia patients.

White matter
The study published in the Journal

of Alzheimer’s Disease focused on a type
of brain tissue called white matter, which
is comprised of millions of bundles of
nerve fibers used by neurons to commu-
nicate across the brain.

Dr. Ding’s team enrolled older
patients at high risk to develop
Alzheimer’s disease who have early signs
of memory loss, or mild cognitive impair-
ment (MCI). The researchers determined

that lower fitness levels were associated
with weaker white matter, which in turn
correlated with lower brain function.

Distinctive tactics
Unlike previous studies that relied

on study participants to assess their own
fitness, the new research objectively
measured cardiorespiratory fitness with
a scientific formula called maximal oxy-
gen uptake. Scientists also used brain
imaging to measure the functionality of
each patient’s white matter.

Patients were then given memory
and other cognitive tests to measure
brain function, allowing scientists to
establish strong correlations between
exercise, brain health, and cognition.

Lingering mysteries
The study adds to a growing body of

evidence pointing to a simple yet crucial
mandate for health: Exercise regularly.

However, the study leaves plenty of
unanswered questions about how fitness
and Alzheimer’s disease are intertwined.
For instance, what fitness level is needed
to notably reduce the risk of dementia? Is
it too late to intervene when patients
begin showing symptoms?

Some of these topics are already
being researched through a five-year
national clinical trial by the O’Donnell
Brain Institute.

The trial, which includes six medical
centers across the country, aims to
determine whether regular aerobic exer-
cise and taking specific medications to
reduce high blood pressure and choles-
terol levels can help preserve brain func-
tion. It involves more than 600 older
adults at high risk to develop Alzheimer’s
disease.

“Evidence suggests that what is bad
for your heart is bad for your brain. We
need studies like this to find out how the
two are intertwined and hopefully find
the right formula to help prevent
Alzheimer’s disease,” said Dr. Rong
Zhang of UT Southwestern, who over-
sees the clinical trial..

Prior findings
The research builds upon prior

investigations linking healthy lifestyles to
better brain function, including a 2013
study from Dr. Zhang’s team that found
neuronal messages are more efficiently
relayed in the brains of older adults who
exercise.

In addition, other teams at the
O’Donnell Brain Institute are designing
tests for the early detection of patients
who will develop dementia, and seeking
methods to slow or stop the spread of
toxic proteins associated with the dis-
ease such as beta-amyloid and tau,
which are blamed for destroying certain
groups of neurons in the brain.

“A lot of work remains to better
understand and treat dementia,” said Dr.
Ding, Assistant Professor of Neurology &
Neurotherapeutics. “But, eventually, the
hope is that our studies will convince
people to exercise more.”

The study was supported in part by
the National Institutes of Health and the
American Heart Association. It included
collaborations with staff at the Institute
for Exercise and Environmental Medicine
and UT Southwestern’s Alzheimer’s
Disease Center. Dr. Zhang is Professor of
Neurology & Neurotherapeutics and
Internal Medicine at UT Southwestern.

Poor Fitness Linked to Higher Dementia Risk



HOME FOR SALE

Save 40,000, you finish.
Many renovations completed, brick home
+or- 2 acres. Private park setting, wood
burning fireplace, have drawings for fourth
bedroom, third bathroom. Macomb Twp.
129,900 firm, for quick sale.
586-306-9440.

2/2

HELP WANTED
American Axle & Manufacturing is looking
for experienced CNC Production
Machinists to join the team at our Auburn
Hills Manufacturing Facility.
Compensation is based on proven skills &
experience. One year CNC production
machining experience required. 
For more information go to:
www.aam.com
Click on: Join Us Select: Hourly Careers

1/1

DESSERT CLASS
On February 25, 2-4 p.m. at The Clean
Plate, join restaurant owner Amber
Poupore for a vegan and gluten-free
dessert class to include: Vegan Carmel,
Raw Apple Crumble, Grain-free Cacao
Brownies, and cacao Ganache. The Clean
Plate is located at 45629 Hayes Rd, in
Shelby Township. Class is $65 (non-
refundable). Tickets and more information
at cleanplate4u.com/cooking-class-regis-
tration/

CMPL
FREIGHTERS

“ON ICE”
Freighters are a fixture of Michigan’s Great
Lakes, even in the winter.
On Monday, March 12, join the Greater
Clinton township Historical Society for a
video presentation of “Freighters ‘On Ice’”
by Roger Hewlett, a towboat captain and
marine engineer.
The presentation includes scenes of
freighters contending with ice around the
Great Lakes with the help of U.S. Coast
Guard ice-breaking vessels and specially-
equipped commercial tugs. It will also
show data from NOAA, NWS and U.S.
Army CORPS of Engineers.
The program will be held in the auditorium
of the main branch of the Clinton-Macomb
Public Library. Refreshments will be
served before the event at 6:30 p.m. The
presentation will begin at 7 p.m.
No reservations are required. To learn
more about the program, call Jeri at 586-
286-9173.

FOR SALE
Full grain, high quality white leather sofa,
matching chair and ottoman with brushed
nickel accents. Two matching end tables.
Pristine condition. Will sacrifice $1,900.
jmc0123@sbcglobal.net

1/1

BLOOD DRIVES
The American Red Cross urges eligible
donors to give more life by giving blood.
Alison Wissen knows the power of blood
donations. She received 22 units of blood
products after experiencing complications
during childbirth. “I truly owe my life to
blood donors,” she said. “Even the skilled
hands of my surgeons could not have
saved me without the blood.” 
Make an appointment to give blood by
downloading the free Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visiting redcrossblood.org or
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).
Upcoming Blood Donation Opportunities
2/26: 1:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Trinity
Lutheran Church ,45160 Van Dyke, Utica
2/26: 7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Riverside
Academy, 24001 F.V. Pankow, Clinton Twp
3/3: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Concorde Inn, 44315
Gratiot, Clinton Twp
3/4: 7:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m. St. Lawrence
Catholic Church, 44633 Utica Rd, Utica
3/4: 7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. St. Peter
Lutheran Church, 17051 24 Mile, Macomb
3/7: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Friendship Church
Shelby Township, 53245 Van Dyke Avenue
Shelby Township
3/11: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. SS John and Paul
Catholic Church, 7777 28 Mile Road
Washington Township

VOLUNTEER
HOPE NOT HANDCUFFS

Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN),
aimed at bringing law enforcement and
community organizations together in an
effort to find viable treatment options for
individuals seeking help to reduce
dependency with heroin, prescription
drugs, and alcohol. 
A person struggling with any drug addic-
tion can come to any of the participating
police agencies and ask for help. They will
be greeted with support, compassion and
respect. 
Hope Not Handcuffs volunteer ‘Angels’
help with paperwork and provide compas-
sionate support until a treatment option is
found.  Angel's can choose their own time
slot by signing up to be on call for just 2
four hour blocks per month.

To sign up and learn more, visit 
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer

ADOPT A PET
The Humane Society of Macomb works to
prevent cruelty to animals, and place
adoptable pets into good, permanent
homes with responsible owners and pro-
mote spaying and neutering to prevent
overpopulation. The Humane Society of
Macomb has many cats, dogs, puppies
and kittens waiting for a new home. They
are open Monday through Saturday, 10
a.m.– 3 p.m. for adoptions. Give them a
call at 586-731-9210, and visit them at
11350 22 Mile Road in Utica.

JELLO

REMINGTON

CLASSIFIED
February 23, 2018

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group.

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication. 
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the
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GazetteMediaGroup.com

Proudly serving the communities of Rochester & Rochester Hills every Thursday • RRHGazette.com

Proudly serving the community of Troy every Monday for 37 years • www.TSGazette.com

Est. 1980

Proudly serving the communities of Shelby, Utica & Macomb every Friday • www.SUMGazette.com

Shelby•Utica•Macomb

Shelby•Utica•Macomb

Proudly serving the communities of Shelby, Utica & Macomb every Friday • www.SUMGazette.com

Shelby•Utica•Macomb

GetYourGazette.com
Publisher

Mark Nicholson

City Editor
Andrew Neal

Editorial Staff
Cindy Kmett
Drew Howard
Amy Fortune
Peter Maurer
Nathan Inks

Editorial Interns
Elena Durnbaugh
Sadie Layher
Rose Chehrazi
Jacob Rogers

Production
AJ White
Sydney Bryngelson

Circulation
Jarrett Mertz

DISPLAY ADVERTISING:
248-524-4868

Advertising@GazetteMediaGroup.com

TO SUBMIT EDITORIAL:

News@GazetteMediaGroup.com

248-524-4868
6966 Crooks Road Suite 22

Troy, MI 48098

Our Weekly Papers

RECYCLE 
THIS

PAPER

Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach six
of the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester,

Rochester Hills, Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper 2 Papers 3 Papers

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢ per
word50¢ per

word25¢ per
word

Shelby•Utica•Macomb

Sudoku

1

1

1

2 4
4

4

4

4

4

3

3
3

3
3

3

5
5

5

5

6

6

6

6
7

7

7

7

7

8

8
8

9

9

9

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
MAY THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS be adored, glo-

rified, loved and preserved throughout the world

now  and forever. Sacred heart of Jesus pray for us.

St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude,

helper of the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer

nine times a day for nine days. By the 8th day your

prayer will be answered. It has never been known to

fail. Publication must be promised. 
P.B.
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FRONTIER RUCKUS
SUN, FEB 25 - 8 p.m.
Loving Touch, Ferndale

VESPRE, KATHY LEISEN,
& MAHOGANY JONES
WED, FEB 28 - 8 p.m.
Marble Bar, Detroit

THE PRINCE EXPERIENCE
FRI, MARCH 2 -  8 p.m.

Emerald Theatre, Mt. Clemens

TUNE-YARDS
SUN, MARCH 4 - 7 p.m.
Majestic Theatre, Detroit

JOHN POVEROMO
MARCH 2 & 3
The Holly Hotel

WWE NXT LIVE
SAT, MARCH 3 - 6 p.m.
Royal Oak Music Theatre

DIAL M FOR MURDER
MAR 9 - MAR 24

Avon Players, Rochester Hills

NOT YOUR PARENTS’
BOOK CLUB

TUES, FEB 27 - 7 p.m.
Nick's 22nd Street Steakhouse

KNIT & CROCHET MEET-UP
MARCH 1 - 1 p.m.

Clinton-Macomb Public
Library, North Branch

PYSANKY EGG COLORING
WED, MARCH 7 - 7 p.m.

TEEN HANGOUTS
WED, FEB 28 - 3 p.m.

Shelby Township Library

TODDLER TALES
WED, FEB 28 - 9 & 10 a.m.

Shelby Township Library

DIY SOAP
MON, MARCH 5 - 6:30 p.m.

Clinton-Macomb Public
Library, North Branch

GAME NIGHT
Action/Comedy, R

ATOMIC
PUPPET

Comedy, TV-Y7

LINCOLN
Biography/Drama, PG-13

GIRLS
TRIP

Comedy, R 

ANNIHILATION
Sci-fi/Thriller, R

Kids & TeensKids & Teens

MusicMusic

On StageOn Stage

LibraryLibrary

NOW IN
THEATERS

GAME NIGHT
Jason Bateman and Rachel McAdams star as Max and Annie, whose weekly
couples game night gets kicked up a notch when Max's charismatic brother,
Brooks, arranges a murder mystery party, complete with fake thugs and
faux federal agents. So when Brooks gets kidnapped, it's all part of the
game - right?

ANNIHILATION
A group of soldiers enters an environmental disaster zone and only one
soldier (Oscar Isaac) comes back out alive, though he is grievously injured.
In an attempt to save his life, his wife Lena (Natalie Portman), a biologist,
volunteers for another expedition into the zone to figure out what happened
to him.

NOW IN
THEATERS

The Detroit Symphony Orchestra
(DSO) will honor trailblazing tenor and
educator George Shirley and visionary
leader and academic Earl Lewis,
President of The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, at the 40th annual
Classical Roots Concert, March 2-3.
Classical Roots honors African-
American composers, musicians, and
educators for lifetime achievement
and raises funds to support the DSO’s
African-American music and musician
development programs.

The Classical Roots Celebration,
including the 8 p.m. concert and pre-
and post-performance receptions,
takes place on Saturday, March 3 at the
Max M. and Marjorie S. Fisher Music
Center. A concert-only performance is
also scheduled for Friday, March 2, at
10:45 a.m. in Orchestra Hall.

Joseph Young will conduct. The
Saturday evening concert will be web-
cast for free at dso.org/live and via
Facebook Live, as part of the DSO’s
groundbreaking Live from Orchestra
Hall series. 

The first Classical Roots concert
took place in 1978 at Detroit’s historic
Bethel AME Church. Co-founded by the
DSO’s then-Resident Conductor Paul
Freeman, arts patron and civil rights
activist Arthur Johnson, choral direc-
tor and artistic administrator Brazeal
Dennard, and other prominent African-
American leaders, Classical Roots
soon outgrew Bethel AME and moved

to Orchestra Hall, where it has been a
beloved annual tradition ever since.
The gala fundraiser and lifetime
achievement component were added
in 2001.

The Brazeal Dennard Chorale has
been a nucleus of Classical Roots since
the beginning, and to mark the 40-year
history of the event, Classical Roots
2018 will feature the 40th Anniversary
Celebration Choir, a 150-voice mixed
chorus comprising singers from the
Brazeal Dennard Chorale, Wayne State
University, the Detroit School of the
Arts, and the Detroit Choral Society.
The 40th Anniversary Celebration
Choir was specially assembled by
Norah Duncan IV, Professor and Chair
of the Wayne State University
Department of Music.

As is tradition, this year’s concerts
will begin with “Lift Every Voice and
Sing,” often referred to as the Black
American National Anthem, featuring
the 40th Anniversary Celebration

Choir. Members of the Brazeal
Dennard Chorale will then sing the
spiritual “I Know I’ve Been Changed,”
before the orchestra performs Johann
Strauss’s Overture to Die
Fledermaus—in honor of George
Shirley, as Die Fledermaus was the first
opera he sang professionally.
Rounding out the first half of the pro-
gram is Mozart’s Horn Concerto No. 4
with guest horn soloist Joshua
Williams, a rising young performer and
winner of the 2017 International Horn
Competition of America.

The 40th anniversary Classical

Roots program culminates with a per-
formance of Undine Smith Moore’s
Scenes from the Life of a Martyr, an
oratorio written in tribute to Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. The work will be pre-
sented nearly one month prior to the
50th anniversary of the civil rights
leader’s assassination on April 4, 1968.
The performance will feature the DSO,
honoree George Shirley as narrator,
the 40th Anniversary Celebration
Choir, and vocal soloists Janice
Chandler-Eteme (soprano), Olivia
Johnson (mezzo-soprano), and
Issachah Savage (tenor).

In the weeks preceding Classical
Roots, the DSO extends the program’s
mission beyond the concert hall, with
school visits by musicians and other
community events. This includes a free
chamber recital on Monday, February
26 at Plymouth United Church of
Christ featuring DSO musicians and a
performance of GRIME, an original
work by the DSO’s Classical Roots
African-American Composer in
Residence Evan Williams. The
Composer in Residence is a new addi-
tion for the 40th anniversary year.
Learn more at dso.org/classicalroots
and dso.org/composerresidency.

Classical Roots is presented by
Stanley and Judy Frankel and made
possible by J.P. Morgan Chase and the
DTE Energy Foundation. This year’s
Classical Roots Co-Chairs are Therese
Peace Agboh and Janice Cosby.

DSO's 40th Annual Classical Roots Celebrates African-
American Contributions to Classical Music March 2-3
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AR T S & EN T E R T A I N M E N T

Macomb Community College’s
Expressions, an a cappella pops
ensemble, took fourth place in the
Great Lakes Quarterfinals of the
International Championship of
Collegiate A Cappella (ICCA) competi-
tion held recently at the University of
Michigan Power Center. A first time
competitor, Macomb was the only
community college, competing against
eight university ensembles that

included groups from Oakland
University, Wayne State University,
Grand Valley State University and the
University of Michigan. Expressions
member Andrew Montano, 20 of
Macomb Township, was named out-
standing soloist for the competition.

“The ICCA competition is not only
a great motivation for students to
press forward for excellence, but it is
also a fantastic experience increasing

their love for the a cappella art form,”
said Todd Moses, director of choral
activities, Macomb Community
College. “I witnessed an immense
growth in enthusiasm and confidence
in this year’s members.  The competi-
tion ignited a passion for learning and
improving one’s skills that has been
unparalleled by other performances.”

Expressions, founded in October
2017, is non-credit direct study pro-
gram for Macomb Community College
students who must audition to partic-
ipate. The nine current members have
performed in the community includ-
ing a performance at the Troy
Historical Village.

Founded in a college dorm room
in 1996, ICCA has grown to include
approximately 450 groups competing
in nine regions in the U.S. and Europe.
This is the third year for the Great
Lakes Quarterfinals. 

“With this being our first year in
the competition, we entered expecting
only to have a great time and entertain
an audience,” said Moses.  “Taking
fourth place was unbelievable, espe-
cially considering the great competi-
tion. Our students really out did them-
selves.”

Darius & Twig at Macomb Center for the Performing Arts

Cranbrook Center for Collections
and Research presents the official
book launch of Michigan Modern: An
Architectural Legacy, in collaboration
with Michigan’s State Historic
Preservation Office and the assistance
of Cranbrook Schools, on Saturday,
March 10, at 2 p.m. 

The event, which is free and open
to the public, will feature a lecture and
conversation with the book’s author,
Brian Conway, and photographer,
James Haefner, followed by a recep-
tion and book signing. 

Published by Visual Profile Books,
Michigan Modern: An Architectural
Legacy takes readers on a tour of icon-
ic buildings and interiors designed by
some of the world’s most renowned
and celebrated architects and interior
designers, including Eliel and Eero
Saarinen and many of their associates.
One breathtaking view after another
invites readers to enter and explore
the innovative design solutions pre-
sented on the book's pages.

Four of the featured projects are
part of Cranbrook, including Saarinen
House, Kingswood School, Cranbrook
Art Museum, and the newly acquired
Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Smith
House. Additional Cranbrook-related
projects include the Saarinen
Swanson-designed Koebel House in
Grosse Pointe Farms and Eero

Saarinen’s General Motors Technical
Center in Warren.

Copies of Michigan Modern: An
Architectural Legacy will be available
for purchase at the lecture for $60,
plus tax. Proceeds from the sale of the
book at the Book Launch benefit the
Cranbrook Center for Collections and
Research and the Michigan History
Foundation. 

The Book Launch will take place
at Cranbrook Schools Kingswood
Auditorium located at 39221
Woodward Ave in Bloomfield Hills.
Although admission is free, reserva-
tions are required as seating is limit-
ed. To make a reservation visit cen-
ter.cranbrook.edu.

Cranbrook to Host Book Launch for
Michigan Modern: An Architectural Legacy

Ridgedale Players Opening Week “I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change”

Macomb Community College Ensemble Competes in the
International Championship of Collegiate A Cappella

Ridgedale Players Theatre will
present their first musical of 2018, “I
Love You, You’re Perfect, Now
Change.” Based on the book by Joe
DiPietro, this musical comedy about
love and relationships will be per-
formed on select weekends during
February and March. Tickets start at
$18 for the Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday shows.

This celebration of the mating

game takes on the truths and myths
behind that contemporary conun-
drum know as ‘the relationship.’
Exploring the journey from dating and
waiting to love and marriage, while
revealing the agonies and triumphs of
in-laws and newborns, trips in the fam-
ily car and pick-up techniques of the
geriatric set. This hilarious revue pays
tribute to those who have loved and
lost, to those who have fallen on their

face at the portal of romance, to those
who have dared to ask, ‘Say, what are
you doing Saturday night?’

Ridgedale Players Theatre is locat-
ed at 205 W. Long Lake Road in Troy.
The theatre is known as one of the old-
est community theaters in the state
and has been open since October
1931. For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, call 248-988-7049 or visit
ridgedaleplayers.com. 

The Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts will host a Page to
Stage production of Darius & Twig on
February 27, at 9:30 a.m. and 12 noon.

On Harlem’s 145th Street, teenage
best friends Darius and Twig dream of
a world beyond the confines of their
daily lives. Darius is a writer, whose
latest story might be published in a
magazine–if only he can keep his alter
ego, a fierce falcon, in check. And Twig
is a runner, whose speed and

endurance might bring him a scholar-
ship–if only he can impress college
scouts at an upcoming meet. But with
Darius’s mother barely scraping by,
pressure from Twig’s uncle to give up
racing, and bullies Midnight and Tall
Boy constantly on their case, these
true-blue allies may not truly be free
to use their gifts.

Street-smart and suspenseful,
playful and profound, Darius & Twig is
ultimately the story of two young men

who must overcome obstacles by find-
ing the best within themselves.

Tickets for Page to Stage produc-
tions are $6 for students. Teachers
free with groups of 20 students or
more. A $4.50 handling fee per order
applies.  Teachers FREE with group of
20 or more. To purchase tickets, call
586-286-2021. The Macomb Center for
the Performing Arts is located at
44575 Garfield Rd (At Hall Road), in
Clinton Township.

AFTERNOON
BOOK CLUB

Three Days in
January

by Bret Baier

Next Meeting:
March 15, 1 p.m.

EVENING
BOOK CLUB
The Paris Architect

by Charles Belfoure

Next Meeting:
March 13, 6:30 p.m.

MYSTERY
BOOK CLUB

The Promise
by Robert Crais 

Next Meeting:
March 10, 10:30 a.m.

Shelby Township Library
Book Clubs!

Did you know...
Shelby Township Library’s Afternoon Book Club

is considered the longest consecutively running Library Book Club in
Michigan, meeting regularly on the 3rd Thursday of each month.
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Lucido Unveils New Plan to Reform State’s Auto Insurance System
State Rep. Peter Lucido of Shelby

Township today introduced bipartisan
legislation reforming Michigan’s auto
no-fault insurance system by giving
drivers more choice and flexibility.

The seven-bill package allows
drivers to exclude certain benefits and
protections from their insurance plans
to make coverage more affordable or
include benefits to fit their needs.
Lucido said his plan eliminates bur-
densome double-taxation by allowing
seniors already receiving lifetime
health care through Medicaid or
Medicare to waive personal injury pro-

tection (PIP) coverage.
“Michigan is the only state allow-

ing private enterprises to control and
mandate unlimited PIP coverage
through auto insurance,” Lucido said.
“Every individual and household has
different incomes and different needs
as far as insurability and protection.
Why is it necessary to buy more than
we need to? If we are truly for free
markets and competitive pricing, we
must have more affordability for the
consumer.”

Drivers would no longer be man-
dated by the state to buy auto insur-

ance, but those who want it could con-
tinue to buy unlimited PIP coverage or
other PIP coverage amounts.

Lucido said the current no-fault
system setup allows minimal choice.

“We currently have the ability to
exclude collision insurance and com-
prehensive insurance if we own our
vehicles,” Lucido said. “We already
have these choices to save money, so
why should we be forced to pay for
unlimited medical coverage through
car insurance when we already have
medical insurance or are eligible for
Medicare or Medicaid? Buying more

than you need does not save con-
sumers any money or reduce auto
insurance rates.”

Under Lucido’s proposal, those
already catastrophically injured will
continue receiving lifetime health
care. Lucido said the Michigan
Catastrophic Claims Association will
remain funded by drivers who choose
to continue with the option of buying
auto insurance.

“This package of bills is no differ-
ent than going through a cafeteria
line,” Lucido said. “You are only pay-
ing for the items you select. Car insur-

ance should work the same way.
Those who do not have the money or
wish to assume risk of loss from
injury, property damage and lawsuits
can choose to not buy auto insurance
at all. One in four drivers are unin-
sured in Michigan right now. For the
75 percent of drivers who have some-
thing to lose, they can continue to pur-
chase auto insurance, but will still
have modified choices when choosing
their plans.”

House Bills 5627-5633 now move
to the House Insurance Committee for
further consideration.
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