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It's been a tumultuous 15 months
in Macomb County with Clerk Karen
Spranger making headlines nearly
every week since she took office at
the beginning of 2017. This week, a
judge ordered Spranger to be imme-
diately removed from her position. 

On Tuesday, March 27, St. Clair
County Circuit Judge Daniel Kelly
ruled that Spranger lied about her
residency in her election filings and
is therefore ineligible to hold the
office to which she was elected.

On Wednesday, Chief Judge
James Biernat Jr. appointed Kathy
Brower as temporary Clerk. Brower
said in a statement, “I am honored
that I’ve been chosen to assist the
County with this transition. I hope
that my temporary appointment will
bring some stability to the great staff
working at the Clerk’s Office."

All judges in the circuit court
will soon meet to appoint a clerk for
the remainder of the term, who will
serve until the general election in
November when a replacement will
be chosen by voters. Applications
for Clerk must be submitted to the
county court's administration by
4:30 a.m. on Friday, April 6.

In one of her first moves in office,
Temporary Clerk Brower fired
Deputy Clerk Jackie Ryan on
Wednesday, according to Local 4.

Macomb County Board
Chairman Bob Smith said in a state-
ment, "I'm confident the judge's rul-
ing is appropriate. The Board of
Commissioners is ready to assist as
appropriate or needed."

Macomb County Public Works

Spranger
Ousted as
Macomb
County Clerk

SHELBY TOWNSHIP officially broke ground this week on the new 41 A District Court Building to be con-
structed at 52420 Van Dyke Ave. Shelby Township Supervisor Rick Stathakis, Macomb Township Supervisor
Janet Dunn, Utica Mayor Thom Dionne, and several other officials were on hand Wednesday for the cere-
mony. The $5.2 million facility will be paid, as Supervisor Stathakis loves to remind taxpayers, in cash. “I’m
really proud that this Board of Trustees has worked in a very hard way to make sure that we can do this
by paying cash without bonding or borrowing," Stathakis said.
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Shelby Township Breaks Ground on New 41 A District Court
Shelby Township officials and the

41 A District Court judges and admin-
istrators broke ground Wednesday on
a new court facility in Shelby
Township.

In a process that spanned most of
the past 10 years, township and court
officials sought ways to address the
41 A District court’s building needs at
its current location within the town-
ship’s community center at 51680 Van
Dyke Ave.

“Shelby Township has always
known what our needs are in terms of
facilities, and everyone has been very

supportive on the way to this happen-
ing,” 41 A Chief Judge Douglas
Shepherd said at the groundbreaking
this week. “We spent a lot of time to
get to this today. We tried to do this in
a fiscally solid manner, and we bud-
geted for a building that will be safe
and meet the needs of all the court
users for decades, and it will be a
building we can be proud of.”

The groundbreaking came after
the Board of Trustees unanimously
awarded the construction contract
for the new building on the township
municipal grounds to Bernco Inc. for

approximately $5.2 million at the
December 5, 2017 meeting.

The new facility will be an 18,539-
square-foot building south of the
existing Police Department. The proj-
ect will also combine a parking lot in
front of the Police Department with a
lot to the south to accommodate
parking for the court.

The township received 11 bids to
build the new court building. Bernco
Inc., based out of St. Clair Shores, sub-
mitted the lowest bid. Bernco Inc.
recently completed the construction
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Oakland University O'rena 
569 Pioneer Drive,  Rochester

Saturday, May 5th • 10am-6pm   &   Sunday, May 6th • 10am-4pm

Admission $5 • Children 12 & Under Free

Oakland

All Your Home Improvement Projects Start Here!

For Exhibitor Information Call Vickie at 248-524-4868 or Visit GazetteEvents.com

Utica Shred Opportunity 
State Rep. Diana Farrington will host

an opportunity for local residents to
shred unwanted personal documents on
Friday, April 6.

A shred truck will be located at
Trinity Lutheran Church & School, 45160
Van Dyke in Utica from noon to 2 p.m.
Residents can safely dispose of their sen-
sitive documents free of charge.

For more information, contact Rep.
Farrington’s office by calling 517-373-
7768 or by email at
DianaFarrington@house.mi.gov.

Public Comment Open
for Macomb Action Plan

Macomb County's 2018 Annual
Action Plan (AAP) is now available for
public comment through April 24.
Macomb Township receives its portion
of community development federal fund-
ing through Macomb County. The com-
plete AAP is available at mca.macomb-
gov.org/MCA-CommunityServices-
Documents.
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Commissioner Candice Miller said of
the news, “As a former Michigan
Secretary of State and the state’s
chief election officer, the question
was the integrity of election law. If
Ms. Spranger did not reside where
she claimed, she was not even quali-
fied to vote, let alone be elected."

Miller emphasized that the

judge's ruling had nothing to do with
the flurry of accusations levied at
Spranger since she took office, but
rather the violation of election law.
"This was not about job performance,
this is about the integrity of our elec-
tion law," Miller said. "The rule of law
was the victor today."

County Executive Mark Hackel
said that while Spranger's term as
clerk was chaotic, this ruling had

nothing to do with that. “I have never
seen such chaos and such disarray
from a public official. It’s disappoint-
ing."

Spranger's attorney says that the
high number of accusations against
her client are a cover-up for county
waste. "The barrage of false accusa-
tions are a smokescreen to obscure
the enormous wasted taxpayer
funds," her attorney told WXYZ.

Miller: “Rule of Law was the Victor Today”
CLERK, From page 1

Bernco to Build New District Court in Shelby Township

of a similar court building in St. Clair
Shores and came highly recommend-
ed by the city. Bernco Inc.’s bid came
in at $5,001,120 with a contingency of
$250,000, for a total budget amount of
$5,251,120.

“This has been a long time com-
ing,” Shelby Township Supervisor
Rick Stathakis said. “I heard a rumor
that, when the court moved into the
community center in the 1980s, it was
supposed to be a temporary home.
Well, I guess we finally have them
ready to move out of that temporary,
30-year residence into a more perma-
nent home."

“I’m really proud that this Board
of Trustees has worked in a very hard
way to make sure that we can do this
by paying cash without bonding or
borrowing," Stathakis said. "Yeah, it’s
been a long time, but I want everyone

to know, this has been done the right
way.”

Officials say the new court at
52420 Van Dyke Ave. will come at no
cost to the township’s bottom line as
its construction can be covered by
Justice Building Fine revenues.

“The court has been collecting a
special fine for the building for sever-
al years, and this money can only be
used for court building needs,” said
John Kaczor of Municipal Analytics,
which oversaw financial analysis for
the court construction. “At end of the
current fiscal year, about $720,000 will
be available from the Justice Building
Fines reserves. Ongoing collections
are forecasted to range from $140,000
to $160,000 per year.”

“Ultimately, the repayment term
will depend on actual cost of building
and revenue from the Justice Building
Fine revenues, but the ultimate cost

paid with taxes for the new court
building will be $0,” Kaczor said.

With the court set to be complete
by the end of 2018, township officials
are addressing the future of the
court’s current neighbors—the
Shelby Township Library, senior cen-
ter and community relations depart-
ment.

“It was a team effort that saw us
get the court fixed in a modest, fiscal-
ly-responsible manner, and we’re
working that way for the library and
senior center, too,” said Township
Trustee Doug Wozniak, who has
served on advisory boards oversee-
ing the court, library and senior cen-
ter issues. “As with all our policies,
we will make sure this gets done in a
way that best serves our residents
and taxpayers without imposing any
unnecessary, exorbitant financial
hardships.”

Beginning April 16, registration is
open for all registered students at
Macomb Community College.

Students may register for classes
online at macomb.edu. Online registra-
tion is available daily except from 12 to
1:30 a.m. and from 6 a.m. to noon on
Sundays.

On April 16 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., stu-
dents may also register for classes in per-
son in G buildings on both campuses.

Macomb’s 2018 spring and summer

class offerings are available at
macomb.edu. Click on the “Future
Students” tab on the college’s homepage.
Then click on “Class Offerings &
Catalogs.” Information about applying to
attend Macomb Community College is
also available on the “Future Students”
tab. Click on the “Apply for Admission”
tab located on the white bar.

The first day of the spring 2018
semester is May 21, and the first day of
the summer 2018 semester is June 18.
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Registration for Admitted Students Begins 
April 16 at Macomb Community College

BERNCO INC., OUT of St. Clair Shores, will build Shelby Township's new 41 A District Court. The $5.2 million bid was
the lowest received by the township to construct the over 18,000 square foot facility south of the existing Police
Department. The project will also combine a parking lot in front of the Police Department with a lot to the south to
accommodate parking for the court.

DISTRICT COURT, From page 1

Rep. Lucido Hosts Over 200 People at UCS Town Hall
State Rep. Peter Lucido listened to

local residents share their thoughts
on issues concerning Utica
Community Schools at a town hall
meeting held Tuesday, March 27. He
was joined by state Reps. Diana
Farrington, Pamela Hornberger, Jeff
Yaroch and staff from Rep. Steve
Marino’s office.

“It was a great turnout with many
good ideas from the people of

Macomb County,” Rep. Lucido said.
“Thank you to my fellow representa-
tives for joining me to address these
important issues, and thank you to
everyone who attended and partici-
pated in the discussion. Together, we
will continue working toward positive
solutions for our students and school
personnel.”

Residents were able to voice their
opinions or ask questions on topics

including school funding and safety.
Also in attendance were Utica
Community Schools administrators,
teachers, parents, students and union
representatives. Anyone unable to
attend the town hall or who has ques-
tions related to state government,
contact Rep. Lucido’s office by calling
(888) MICH-REP or by email at
PeterLucido@house.mi.gov.



The Baba Yaga, Goblin King and
Peanut Buddy Stout were flowing on a
Tuesday night for Shepherd's Gate
Church and friends for Bibles & Brew
at Brooks Brewing in Shelby
Township.

Bibles & Brew is pretty self-
explanatory; people hang out, talk
about the Bible, and drink beer.

Craft beer and scripture may
sound like an odd combination, but
Pastor Tim Bollinger thinks it’s a good
fit. “We started this in January and
didn’t really know what to expect. But
we’ve seen more than 50 people at
each Bibles & Brew event. It’s been
great.”

Bibles & Brew began as a form of
outreach and fellowship by
Shepherd’s Gate Church, but it’s not
exclusive to the members. In fact, it’s
the opposite. “The idea is to bring a

friend, share a beer in a more com-
fortable environment,” said Bollinger.

Why hold a Bible study at a brew-
ery? “Church can be intimidating for a
lot of people. Many times it is easier to
invite someone for a craft beer at a

brewery, as opposed to a church,”
said Bollinger.

"The model has always been 'we
will do anything short of sin to reach
people that are far from Christ or don't
know Christ'. So when you start with
that the skies the limit really,”
Bollinger says.

Bibles & Brew is scheduled to be
held the 4th Tuesday of each month.
The next one is scheduled for April 24
at 6:30pm. More information on Bibles
& Brew is available on Shepherd’s
Gate Church’s webpage, sgate-
church.org/blog.

On April 12 from 5-8 p.m., Sterling
Heights DCJ, Inc. will host a Chrysler
Cars 4 Classrooms fundraiser for
Duncan Elementary students.

During the Chrysler Cars 4
Classrooms event, parents and friends
of the school, will have the opportuni-
ty to earn a $10 contribution, up to
$2,000, for Duncan Elementary stu-
dents, by taking a brief test drive in
the all-new Chrysler Pacifica and
Pacifica Hybrid – the only hybrid mini-
van available on the market. Any
licensed driver, age 18 or older, may
drive and earn $10 on the school’s
behalf. Sterling Heights DCJ, Inc. will
provide vehicles and staff to assist
drivers with fundraising test drives
and any questions they may have.

Chrysler will also offer Duncan
Elementary a chance to earn an addi-
tional $1,000 and be entered into a
grand prize sweepstakes for up to

$7,000 in additional funding, by shar-
ing photos from the event on a public
Facebook account within one week of
the fundraiser’s date, and incorporat-
ing the provided customized hashtag
#DunPacificaContest for Duncan
ElementaryYes and tagging @Chrysler.
The contest ends April 19.

“For 25 years, The Chrysler brand
has been helping to raise money for ele-
mentary schools like Duncan
Elementary,” said Great Lakes Business
Center Regional Director, Jeff Hines. “The
Chrysler Cars 4 Classrooms event will
offer Shelby Township parents and fami-
lies a chance to experience the capabili-
ties of the all-new Chrysler Pacifica and
Pacifica Hybrid minivan, conveniently
while attending an event in support of a
cause that is personal to them.”

Additionally, all test drive partici-
pants will be entered into the 2018 FCA
US National Sweepstakes at registration,
for a chance to win $45,000 towards an
eligible vehicle from any one of the
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram Truck and
FIAT brands. 

Since 1993, Chrysler has helped to
raise over 7 million dollars through
fundraising test drives. For more infor-
mation, visit cars4classrooms.com. 

Chrysler Cars 4 Classrooms Fundraiser for Duncan Elementary

March 30,  2018    ■  ■ Page 3
Shelby•Utica•Macomb

Thursday, April 12th

7AM - 9:45AM

at the SOMERSET COLLECTION of Troy
Early Bird Senior Expo

 north side, center court

To participate as an exhibitor or sponsor call the Gazette offices at 248-524-4868

Connect with local
organizations representing

Assisted living
Home care

Mobility solutions
Financial planning

Health insurance
Veteran’s benefits

Memory care
and more

Question: I am looking for a senior
assisted living apartment for my mother
who has significant needs. How will the
staff know if she needs help?

A: When looking for an assisted living
apartment for a loved-one with many needs
you should do your research. Look for a branch
that has resident call and other security sys-
tems that can keep them safe. The branch
should have every entrance monitored and
secured from the outside in. Some have state-
of-the-art monitoring systems designed specif-
ically for their branch and utilize wearable

pendants which immediately notifies the staff
with the press of a button. Many also have
multiple pull cords in the apartment to notify
the caregiver that their assistance is needed.
Specially designed watches have also been
developed for those who need even more
supervision. Talking with an experienced
branch representative to inform you of their
security systems and if they are proactive with
their approach can help with your choice of a
secure assisted living apartment for your
loved-one.

Laura Smigielski is a licensed
professional counselor (LPC) and a
licensed nursing home administra-
tor (LNHA). She is currently the
Executive Director for Bickford
Assisted Living and Memory Care in
Shelby Township. 

Please feel free to send Laura
any questions you may have to 
laura.smigielski@enrichinghappiness.com

or call her at 586-685-5800.

Questions and Answers about
Assisted Living

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR

by 

LAURA SMIGIELSKI,  LPC,
LNHA, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR FOR BICKFORD
ASSISTED LIVING AND
MEMORY CARE

Annual 24 Math Tournament at Oakbrook Elementary
Oakbrook Elementary was recent-

ly the host for the annual 24 Math
Tournament. The students squared off
in groups at each grade level.  

24 Math is a game of mental math
in which the students use four num-
bers on a card to achieve a total sum
of 24 using the operations of addition,
subtraction, multiplication and divi-
sion.

There are three levels of difficulty
as they work to solve the problems
within a thirty-second time period.

The students are not allowed to use
any tools other than their own think-
ing power to solve each problem.  

Approximately 90 students put
their math skills to work on this
exceptional night.  In addition, stu-
dents from MST were on hand to help
proctor the event along with the ATG
coaches.  

The following students received
recognition as the highest scorers
after two rounds of play:

In the Fourth Grade Division,

Daniel Buzdugan (Messmore),
Marwan Hassan (Wiley), and Shila
LePuri (Flickinger).

In the Fifth Grade Division,
Spencer Scott (Crissman), Samuel Vu
(Burr), and Mohamed Chehab
(Schuchard).

And in the Sixth Grade Division,
Avery Tury (Schuchard), Maria
Khouski (Schuchard), and Lucas
Nguyen (Burr).

Shepherd's Gate Bibles &
Brew at Brooks Brewing
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LINCOLN CENTER ORCHES-
TRA WITH CHICK COREA
SAT, MARCH 31 - 8 p.m.

Hill Auditorium, Ann Arbor

JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE
MON, APRIL 2 - 7:30 p.m.
Little Caesars Arena, Detroit

DISNEY IN CONCERT-
TALE AS OLD AS TIME

TUE, APRIL 3 - 7:30 p.m.
Orchestra Hall, Detroit

THE ALFREDO RODRIGUEZ
TRIO

FRI, APRIL 6, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Detroit Institute of Arts

THE SOUND OF MUSIC
FRI, MARCH 30 - 7:30 p.m.

SAT, MARCH 31 - 3 p.m., 8 p.m.
Fox Theatre, Detroit

HANDS ON A HARDBODY
WED, MARCH 28

SAT, APRIL 7
Varner Studio Theatre,

Rochester

LEWIS BLACK: THE JOKE’S
ON US TOUR

SAT, APRIL 7 -  8 p.m.
The Fillmore, Detroit

ANCESTRY.COM BEYOND
THE BASICS

WED, APRIL 4 & 11 - 8 P.M.
Shelby Township Library

KNIT AND CROCHET MEET UP
THU, APRIL 5 - 1 P.M.

Clinton-Macomb Main Branch

TECH TUTOR
THU, APRIL 19 - 2 P.M.
Shelby Township Library

50'S NIGHT AT THE RACES:
TASTE OF THE TOWN

FRI, APRIL 20 - 6:30 P.M.
Clinton-Macomb Main Branch

FAMILIES AND JAMMIES
THU, APRIL 12 - 6:30 P.M.
Shelby Township Library

THE CHINA
HUSTLE

Documentary, R

SCARFACE
Crime/Thriller, R (4/1)

DESPICABLE 
ME 3

Sci-Fi/Action, PG (4/5)

DISNEY’S COCO
Fantasy/Mystery, PG

FINDING YOUR
FEET

Comedy, PG-13

Kids & TeensKids & Teens

MusicMusic

On StageOn Stage

LibraryLibrary

NOW IN
THEATERS

THE CHINA HUSTLE
Investors journey to find new valuable investments and find a goldmine in
China. What they did not expect was a discovery of massive fraud in Chinese
companies trying to scam American stockholders.

FINDING YOUR FEET
A snobby elitist on the verge of retirement finds out her husband is having an
affair with her best friend and is forced to seek refuge with her hippie sister in
the crowded inner-city.

NOW IN
THEATERS

Ten Oakland University student
artists were recently selected to have
their work displayed in the Department
of Modern Languages and Literatures’
Active Learning Classrooms in South

Foundation Hall on OU’s campus.
According to Jennifer Law-Sullivan,

an associate professor of French and
MLL department chair, the displays were
created students in the Department of
Art and Art History as part of a collabo-
rative project between the two depart-
ments.

“We’re the happy recipients of some
amazing works of art,” she said.

For OU student Daija Ginyard, hav-
ing her work exhibited at OU has been a
“surreal” experience.

“This is the second time this month
my work has been on exhibition, so I’m
very excited about that,” she said. “It
feels very good to have my work dis-
played here. I never thought a work of

art like this, depicting what it depicts,
would be on display here. I’m very
happy that it is.”

Her work, entitled “Welcome to
Black Planet,” depicts three figures — a

black female and two black males —
with a crowd of people behind them.

“I thought it was reminiscent of
‘The Trinity’ with the woman as the
peacemaker,” she said.

Ginyard said she modeled the fig-
ures in the painting after people in pho-
tographs and wanted them to depicts
“the various looks that black people
have.”

“I wanted them to look different
because people look different,” she said.
“So the figure on the right has dread-
locks like myself, while the one on the
left has a beard and curly hair that’s
shaved on the sides.”

Another OU student, Ashley Fowler,
found inspiration for her work — “106

Children” — in flowers.
“It’s about the inspiration to grow,”

she said.
The painting depicts different types

of flowers — poppies, lavender, etc. —
that have special meaning for Fowler.

“The poppies are inspired by opioid
addiction because I’ve lost so many
friends to the opioid crisis,” she said. “I
started with red poppies, but then I
decided it shouldn’t just be about sad-
ness and I started adding more colorful

flowers. Each one has a different story.”
Like her art, Fowler’s own story is

filled with a mix of emotions, from hap-
piness to sadness and everything in
between.

“I have a learning disability, so
school is really hard for me sometimes,”
she said. “Painting lets me get away from
the real world. It’s hard to explain, but it
puts my mind at ease.”

For OU student Elise Schicker, her
painting — entitled “On Fire” – helped

her learn to let go and rely on her own
intuition, instead of a plan.

“It’s really about female empower-
ment,” she said. “I picked a more docile
pose for the figure, in terms of the way
she’s sitting, and I wanted to use a really
strong color to create a juxtaposition
between vulnerability and strength.”

Schicker said the opportunity to
work on a larger canvas and having her
work displayed at Oakland University
was “a great experience.”

“It’s really cool to see it on display
here at OU,” she said. “I’ve never really
worked on a canvas this big before. It’s
bigger than me, but it’s really fun to work
on a canvas this size.”

Other OU students who will have
their work displayed in the MLL’s Active
Learning Classrooms in South
Foundation Hall include: Valbona
Dedvukaj, Angela Farrah, Melissa Filar,
Megan Henke, Angelina Longo, Timothy
Van Maele, and Marisa Zandi.

Ten Student Artists’ Work on Display in South Foundation Hall
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April at the Cube: Storm Large & Le Bonheur,
yMusic, Drinks X Design, and More

Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts will host Million
Dollar Quartet on Saturday, April 7
from 2-10 p.m.

Million Dollar Quartet is the new
smash-hit musical inspired by the
famed recording session that brought

together rock 'n' roll icons Elvis
Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis
and Carl Perkins for the first and only
time.

On December 4, 1956, these four
young musicians gathered at Sun
Records in Memphis for what would
be one of the greatest jam sessions
ever. Million Dollar Quartet brings that
legendary night to life, featuring a
score of rock hits including "Blue
Suede Shoes," "Fever," "That's All
Right," "Sixteen Tons," "Great Balls of
Fire," "Walk the Line," "Whole Lotta

Shakin' Goin' On," "Who Do You
Love?," "Matchbox," "Folsom Prison
Blues," "Hound Dog" and more.

This musical brings you inside
the recording studio with four major
talents who came together as a red-
hot rock 'n' roll band for one unforget-

table night. Don't miss your chance to
be a fly on the wall of fame... at Million
Dollar Quartet.

Tickets range from $42-56, with
children 12 and under at $25. A $4.50
handling fee per order applies in per-
son, online, or by phone. To learn
more or purchase tickets, visit
macombcenter.com or call 586-286-
2222. Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts is located at 44575
Garfield Rd (At Hall Road) in Clinton
Township.

Oakland University’s School of
Music, Theatre and Dance will present
Hands on a Hardbody, an all-American
musical, from March 28 through April 7
in the Varner Studio Theatre in Varner
Hall.

Based on true events and a 1997
documentary of the same name, Hands
on a Hardbody is the story of 10 hard-
luck Texans, armed with nothing but
hope, humor and ambition, who have a
chance at literally driving away with the
American Dream after entering a contest
to win a brand-new Nissan hardbody
truck.

“One of the big reasons I love this
musical has to do with its deep-rooted
take on humanity,” said Director David
Gram, assistant professor of theatre at
Oakland University. “For these 10 con-
testants, winning this contest goes far
beyond taking home the shiny red
Nissan pick-up truck.

Tickets are $20 general admission,

$12 for students and the 10 a.m. matinee.
They may be purchased online without
service fees at startickets.com or by
phone at (800) 585-3737. They can also
be purchased at the Varner Box Office on
OU’s campus.

Hands on a Hardbody will also fea-

ture two “shadow-signed” performances
for the Deaf by Synergy on Stage at 2 p.m.
on March 31 and 8 p.m. on April 6.

For more information on this and
other performances by the School of
Music, Theatre and Dance, call 248-370-
2030 or visit oakland.edu/mtd.

The Peter D. and Julie F.
Cummings Cube, Midtown Detroit’s
hub for curated, urban, boundless
experiences, will present four innova-
tive events this April. 

Storm Large & Le Bonheur will
appear on Friday, April 6 at 8:30 p.m.
An electrifying singer-songwriter,
actor, and author, Storm Large has
appeared at The Max several times, as
both a cabaret performer and featured
soloist with the DSO.

NYC-based chamber group
yMusic will perform the following
night, on Saturday, April 7 at 8:30 p.m.
The six-piece ensemble merges the
classical and pop genres in a unique
and refreshing way. Their repertoire
includes works by Nico Muhly,
Andrew Norman, and other top con-
temporary composers.

The following week, The Cube
and DSO NextGen will host Design
Core Detroit’s popular series Drinks x
Design and a performance by West
African guitar star Lionel Loueke
Thursday, April 12 at 5:30 p.m. Detroit

is the first and only UNESCO City of
Design in the United States, and
Design Core Detroit will release the
findings of their Detroit City of Design
report prior to Loueke’s performance.

Jazz pianist Fabian Almazan
returns to Detroit on Friday, April 13 at
8 p.m. The Cuban-born artist, recently
nominated for a Grammy Award for
his work on Terence Blanchard’s
Breathless, will perform his multi-
movement suite Alcanza with his own
ensemble and a DSO string quartet.

Note: the DSO does not appear on
these performances. The DSO will be
performing regular Classical Series
concerts in Orchestra Hall concurrent
to the April 6, 7, and 12 events, and a
quartet of DSO musicians will perform
with Fabian Almazan on April 13.

Tickets for all events in The Cube
can be purchased at dso.org, by call-
ing 313-576-5111, or in-person at the
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Music
Center Box Office (3711 Woodward
Ave., Detroit).

Disney in Concert with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Join the Detroit Symphony

Orchestra, conducted by Associate
Conductor and Phillip & Lauren Fisher
Community Ambassador Michelle
Merrill, for a magical journey into story-
telling as only the timeless tales of Disney
can evoke. Brought to life by the talents
of four Broadway caliber singers and fea-
turing high resolution Animated Feature
Film sequences, Disney in Concert Tale

as Old as Time explores iconic moments,
plot twists, and feats of daring heroics
from Frozen, Beauty and the Beast,
Cinderella, The Little Mermaid, Tangled,
The Lion King, and many more.

Disney in Concert Tale as Old as
Time takes place on Wednesday, April 3
at 7:30 p.m. at Orchestra Hall, within
Midtown Detroit’s Max M. and Marjorie S.
Fisher Music Center.

Merrill and the DSO will be joined by
vocalists Deidre Donovan, Stephanie
Gerson, Aaron Philips, and Payson Lewis.

Tickets for Disney in Concert Tale as
Old as Time begin at $24 and can be pur-
chased at dso.org, by calling (313) 576-
5111, or in-person at the Max M. &
Marjorie S. Fisher Music Center Box
Office (3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit).

DEAR HANK AND JOHN
It’s a comedy podcast about death hosted by John Green, author of
“The Fault in our Stars,” and his brother Hank Green, of YouTube’s
Crash Course. 
Every week, the Green brothers dispense dubious advice to listeners
who have written in with questions like, “How do I tell my dad I’ve been
hiding a snake for several months?” (Answer: You don’t. Smuggle it out
and it remains your secret snake.)  They also take on more serious ques-
tions like, “At what age do you grow out of regret?” 
The pod, as the brothers refer to it, feels like sitting around and chatting with close friends. There are inside
jokes, ridiculous invented scenarios, long-running bets and brotherly teasing between the two hosts. 
Each episode ends with Hank sharing the latest news from Mars and John sharing the latest news from AFC
Wimbledon. Chances are you’ll find yourself siding with one of the brothers on which is more exciting.
Personally, I’ve found myself caring more about the third tier English football team than Mars, the cold dead
rock in space-- sorry, Hank. 
Dear Hank and John is funny, curious and doesn't take itself too seriously. Find it on itunes or wherever you lis-
ten to podcasts. And remember, as they say in our hometown, “Don’t forget to be awesome.” 

– Elena Durnbaugh, Editorial Intern

Gazette Recommends...

'Hands on a Hardbody,’ All-American Musical Now Playing

AR T S & EN T E R T A I N M E N T

Million Dollar Quartet Revisits
Elvis, Cash, Lewis and Perkins

The Wailin' Jennys at Macomb Center April 15
On Saturday, April 14 from 7:30-10

p.m., The Wailin' Jennys will perform
at the Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts.

Starting as a happy accident of
solo singer/songwriters getting
together for a one-time-only perform-
ance at a tiny guitar shop in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, The Wailin’ Jennys have
grown over the years into one of
today’s most beloved international
folk acts. Founding members Moody

and Mehta along with New York-based
Masse continue to create some of the
most exciting music on the folk-roots
scene, stepping up their musical game
with each critically lauded recording
and thrilling audiences with their
renowned live performances.

Soprano Ruth Moody is a classi-
cally trained vocalist and pianist with
a burgeoning solo career. Mezzo Nicky
Mehta is a classically trained dancer
raised on ’70s a.m. radio and heavily

influenced by alternative pop. Alto
Heather Masse is a Jazz Voice gradu-
ate of the New England Conservatory
of Music, who has performed in Mark
O’Connor’s Hot Swing and is a regular
guest on A Prairie Home Companion.

Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts is located at 44575
Garfield Rd (At Hall Road) in Clinton
Township. To learn more or purchase
tickets, visit macombcenter.com or
call 586-286-2222.
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Three Steps to Take When Thinking About Building a Home

When they’re
thinking about build-
ing a house, most peo-

ple start by designing their dream home.
This is understandable because building
a home is such a monumental event in
one’s life. However, it is essential to follow
a few simple steps before starting the
building process.

Budget
Your budget will guide most of your

decisions when building a home, so it’s
crucial to spend time determining what
you can afford. Of course, you need to be
honest with yourself when it comes to
numbers. After all, you can’t simply
return a house like you can a pair of shoes
if you realize that it is outside of your
budget.

To make budgeting for a home pur-
chase easier, you can use our mortgage
calculator to assist you in figuring out
payment options. Remember that you
will need to include your intended down
payment, as well as the income you’ll
have available during the building
process. In addition, you must consider
the monthly costs of keeping the home,
including utilities, taxes, and mainte-
nance.

Location
Choosing the perfect location for

your family is one of the most important
decisions you’ll make when building a
home. Here is a list of questions to
answer before picking the ideal spot.

1) If you have children – or plan to
have children – is the neighborhood close
to parks and local activities that your fam-
ily enjoys? Also, is this location within a
reasonable distance from the school?

2)  What is the commute time to and
from work?

3)  Are there desirable amenities
located nearby? For example, if you are a
coffee lover, will you pass a Starbuck’s on
your morning commute? What about
dance studios, baseball parks, or art

museums? Think about your family’s
activities when scoping out potential
home building sites.

4) Will the community require you to
use one of their builders, or are you free
to contract a builder of your choice?

5) What are the property taxes in
your chosen location?

Builder
When selecting a builder, you must

first research their reputation and online
reviews. This is very important! You
should start the interview process with a
potential builder by asking for a list of pre-

vious client referrals. You should then
contact these individuals and ask them
about their experiences. This may see
tedious, but it could save you from choos-
ing the wrong builder and having a truly
bad experience.

Next, visit the builder’s model
homes. Try to do this more than once
because it generally takes a few visits
before you can visualize how the
builder’s existing work suits your family’s
needs. Plus, this will give you the oppor-
tunity to observe the craftsmanship of
the model homes. Finally, choose a

builder with whom you feel like you have
a connection. Make sure to select an indi-
vidual who will listen to your requests
and take the time to answer all of your
questions throughout the entire building
process.

The Linda Rea Team can help you
find the perfect neighborhood in
Southeast Michigan. We will also guide
you through the design and building
process of your dream home. To learn
more visit LindaReaTeam.com or call
248-709-3786. 

HOME MATTERS

by
LINDA REA
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by AMY FORTUNE
Some individuals are blessed with

green thumbs, and it seems like they
can make anything grow with mini-
mum effort. And then there are those
of us who just don’t get along well

with plants. We love them, we nurture
them, and we do everything we can
think of to make them happy – until
they break our hearts by dying on us.

But here’s some good news for
those whose thumbs are more black
than green. You may find a friend in a
succulent. No, this isn’t something
delicious to eat. Succulents are thick
and fleshy plants designed to store
water, and they’ve adapted to thrive in
deserts and other places with arid cli-
mates. If, by now, you’ve guessed that
cacti are succulents, you are absolute-
ly right. Another well-known member
of the succulent family is the aloe
plant.

So, you’re thinking, “Great, I’m lim-
ited to growing cacti, and I don’t even

have a Southwestern theme going on
in my house.” Or, “Well, aloe is nice
enough and good for sunburns, but
it’s kind of boring.” But fear not. As it
turns out, succulents come in all sorts
of shapes, colors, and varieties. Some
of the most popular succulents are
shaped like rosettes, giving them the
appearance of flowers that just bloom
and bloom and bloom.

Caring for Succulents – Why Less
is More

Do you know what else is super-
cool about succulents? They’re practi-
cally indestructible! Succulents
require very, very little maintenance.
In fact, the number one cause of death
among succulents is overwatering.
You also have to find out whether your
succulent of choice prefers more or
less sunlight. Most, but not all succu-
lents favor indirect light. Of course,
this information should come with the
plant so that you can easily find the
perfect spot in your home for your
new, growing guest.

Making sure that your succulent is
potted correctly is also pretty impor-
tant. They thrive in containers
equipped with good drainage. You can
also purchase special, fast-draining
soil from your garden supply shop.
Just ask for a mix that’s designed for
succulents. If you want to sound like
an expert, ask for potting soil that con-

tains perlite. This is an inorganic agent
that increases aeration and drainage,
making your potted succulent feel
even more “at home.”

The Different Varieties of
Succulents

To be fair, there are a lot of attrac-
tive cacti and aloe plants out there.
Yet, if you want to expand your hori-
zons and grow some truly breathtak-
ing succulents, check out Echeveria
and Cryptanthus, or “Earth Star” vari-
eties.

Echeveria succulents are the ones
shaped like rosettes, and they are
available in different sizes and colors –
great for terrariums and vibrant home
displays. Or, Cryptanthus succulents,
which are commonly known as “Earth
Stars” look gorgeous planted in indi-
vidual pots, but they also thrive in
groups, outdoors. This variety, as you
may have guessed, grows in the shape
of a star, and its thick and robust
leaves are normally striped in shades
of pink.

If you are interested in getting cre-
ative with your succulents, check out
websites like Pinterest for potting
ideas and display suggestions. And, if
your introduction to easy-to-care-for
succulents brings you into the world
of home-gardening, welcome! It just
goes to show that there is truly a plant
for every type of gardener!

Why Succulents are the Perfect Houseplants

†$200 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents 
of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward 
Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after issuance. 
No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa . 

nc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services. Offer ends 3/31/18. 
DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any 
time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details.
©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated 
companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

OUT WITH CABLE. IN WITH SAVINGS.
Get a $200 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when you sign up 

for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package or above.
W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required. 

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN &  
ADD’L FEES APPLY. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

$

SJ WIRELESS WORLD

Call me, your AT&T Preferred Dealer.

   313-615-0545   

WE ARE YOUR PREFERRED DEALER

Your deserve good service at a good price! 

CALL US TODAY!

Home & Garden Digest



Page 8 ■ ■ March 30,  2018
Shelby•Utica•Macomb

       

Home & Garden Digest

MSU Institute of
Agricultural Technology
Graduates 124th Class

The MSU Institute of Agricultural
Technology (IAT) graduated its 124th
class of 175 students on March 25. The
IAT is the third largest unit in the MSU
College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources, with interest and enroll-
ment increasing 11 percent over the
last academic year and 32 percent in
the last three years.

With more than 474 students in
certificate programs around the state,
Director Randy Showerman attributed
the enrollment rise to a couple of fac-
tors.

“We have more relationships with
community colleges around the state.
IAT has partnered with ten colleges –
and we’re in the process of adding
more – to offer these certificate pro-
grams in students’ communities,”
Showerman said. “There is also a great
need, in Michigan and around the
country, for a skilled workforce in the
agriculture industry.”

IAT programs afford students
opportunities to work with cutting-
edge technologies, equipping them to
thrive in changing industry land-
scapes.

For the last two years, IAT has col-
laborated with faculty at
Northwestern Michigan College to
provide students with training in the
use of unmanned aircraft systems, an
emerging technology in both agricul-
ture and turfgrass management.

“Drones are set to make a signifi-
cant impact in our industry,”
McGorisk said. “Being able to work on
them at this early stage gave me valu-
able knowledge I wouldn’t have been
able to get somewhere else.”

Ron Hendrick, dean of the College
of Agriculture and Natural Resources,
said that offering certificate programs
for students who are place based and
working with community colleges
works for everyone involved.

“As a land-grant university, our
work is to get education to Michigan’s
residents and we have the expertise in
these largely agricultural skill areas to
do that,” he said. “Community col-
leges want programs that will help stu-
dents get jobs and some students,
whether by choice or by circum-
stance, want or need to stay close to
home.”



CEMETERY PLOT
Christian Memorial two vaults mausoleum,
retail $13,000 - must sell $6,500.
Call 248-376-5505

1/1

RENTAL WANTED
Responsible, retired, non-smoker and
non-drinker needs to rent a small, 1 bed-
room apartment or room. 248-929-2730

1/1

FOR SALE
2009 Chrysler Town & Country Touring.
119,000 miles, very good condition.
$7,000. Call 586-752-5518

2/2

CARS WANTED

$$$$$ CASH FOR CARS $$$$$
Motorcycles too!
Running or not

All makes and models
Free towing. Local Buyer.
Call Bob 248-338-9000

2/4

MULCH

Mulch delivered on your driveway.
Standard $40 per yard, Premium $60 per
yard. Minimum order 3 yards. 
Call Dave 248-828-0055

2/3

HELP WANTED
APPRENTICESHIP POSITION, SCREW

MACHINE OPERATOR 
Berkley Screw Machine Products, Inc. is a
multi-spindle screw machine shop in
Rochester.  We run Euroturn, New Britain
and Davenport machines. Currently filling
Full Time Paid Apprenticeship positions.
Our work week is 50 + hours.  Candidate
should have machine tool knowledge of
blueprint reading with the ability to use
micrometers and other measuring tools.
Technical school in machining is a plus.
People who are eager to learn with a
strong work ethic. Benefits Offered:
Excellent Education Plan, Fully Paid
Medical Insurance, Life Insurance, Paid
Holidays, Profit Sharing and much more.
Please call 248-853-0044 between
6:30am-4:30pm or email
amyc@berkleyscrew.com

2/2

SCREW MACHINE OPERATOR 
Berkley Screw Machine Products Inc. in

Rochester seeks Full Time, Experienced
Screw Machine Operator for New Britain,
Davenport, Euroturn and Acme machines.
Must understand feeds, speeds and tool-
ing design. Work week, 50+ hours.
Benefits Offered: Fully Paid Medical
Insurance, Personal Paid Time Off and
Paid Vacation, Fully Funded Profit Sharing
Retirement Plan, earn extra pay on an
extra machine, $50,000 Life Insurance, 13
Paid Holidays, Continuous Training,
Advancement Opportunities & Education
Plan, Disability: Short and Long Term, Paid
Uniforms,
Please call 248-853-0044 or email
amyc@berkleyscrew.com 

2/2

VOLUNTEER
HOPE NOT HANDCUFFS

Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN),
aimed at bringing law enforcement and
community organizations together in an
effort to find viable treatment options for
individuals seeking help to reduce
dependency with heroin, prescription
drugs, and alcohol. 
A person struggling with any drug addic-
tion can come to any of the participating
police agencies and ask for help. They will
be greeted with support, compassion and
respect. Hope Not Handcuffs volunteer
‘Angels’ help with paperwork and provide
compassionate support until a treatment
option is found.  Angel's can choose their
own time slot by signing up to be on call
for just 2 four hour blocks per month.

To sign up and learn more, visit 
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer

BLOOD DRIVES
The American Red Cross urges eligible
donors to give more life by giving blood.
Alison Wissen knows the power of blood
donations. She received 22 units of blood
products after experiencing complica-
tions during childbirth.
“I truly owe my life to blood donors,” she
said. “Even the skilled hands of my sur-
geons could not have saved me without
the blood.” 
Make an appointment to give blood by
downloading the free Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visiting redcrossblood.org or
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).
Upcoming Blood Donation Opportunities
4/3: 1:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Shelby
Township Community Center, 51670 Van
Dyke, Shelby Township
4/5: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m., Gardner White
Furniture, 45300 Hayes, Macomb
4/8: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Knights of Columbus
Saint George Council #16311, 2100
Auburn Road, Shelby Township

ADOPT A PET
The Humane Society of Macomb works to
prevent cruelty to animals, and place
adoptable pets into good, permanent
homes with responsible owners and pro-
mote spaying and neutering to prevent
overpopulation. The Humane Society of
Macomb has many cats, dogs, puppies
and kittens waiting for a new home. They
are open Monday through Saturday, 10
a.m.– 3 p.m. for adoptions. Give them a
call at 586-731-9210, and visit them at
11350 22 Mile Road in Utica.

Duke

ADOPT A PET
Mirage

Lane

Giggles
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Sudoku

INTERNS
•  News, Sports, &
  Digital roles available
•  Must be in pursuit of
  relevant degree
•  Ability to work at our
  office in Troy 

Interested?
Send your resume and a short introduction to

Andrew@GazetteMediaGroup.com

FREELANCE
WRITERS
•  City Council meetings
•  Business spotlights
•  Event coverage
  with photos

Seeking Editorial Interns
and Freelance Writers
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High School Sports

UTICA GIRLS SOCCER defeated Warren Mott 8-0 March 28. The girls come back home for a game against Dakota April 17.

Shelby•Utica•Macomb

13-10

13-1

1-0

12-8

7-6
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BOYS LACROSSE
MARCH 26 vs WALLED LAKE WESTERN (W)
Next Game: April 10 at 7 p.m. vs. LAPEER

GIRLS SOCCER
MARCH 28 vs MOTT (W)
Next Game: April 11 at 7 p.m. at UTICA FORD

GIRLS LACROSSE
MARCH 22 vs NOTRE DAME PREP (L)
Next Game: April 13 at 5:30 p.m. vs. UTICA FORD

BOYS LACROSSE
MARCH 26 vs HENRY FORD ACADEMY (W)
Next Game: April 10 at 7 p.m. at LAKE ORION

GIRLS SOCCER
MARCH 21 vs GROSSE POINTE SOUTH (W)
Next Game: April 17 at 4:30 p.m. vs. DAKOTA

BASEBALL
MARCH 24 vs LAKEVIEW (W)
Next Game: April 10 at 4 p.m. vs. STEVENSON
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DAKOTA TRACK AND FIELD will look to start their season off strong when they
face Eisenhower April 11 at 4 p.m.

EISENHOWER GIRLS LACROSSE dropped their home opener 13-10 against Notre Dame Prep. Their next home game is
April 13 at 5:30 p.m. against Utica Ford.

— Sports page curated by Jacob Rogers



■ FLEE
AND ELUDE.
While on
patrol on Hall

Road, a Macomb County Sheriff’s
Deputy observed a suspicious red
1995 Chevy suburban with a Texas
license plate towing a Uhaul trailer out
of Utah. Once the deputy attempted to
make a traffic stop for a traffic viola-
tion, the driver failed to stop. The
driver was the lone occupant of the
vehicle and drove through the median
from EB Hall to WB Hall. After swerv-
ing through traffic the suspects’ vehi-
cle side swiped another car traveling
on WB Hall Rd. The sideswipe crash
caused the trailer on the suspect vehi-
cle to break free from the fleeing vehi-
cle. The trailer was left in the roadway.
The driver continued to flee to WB I-
94.

On I94 the driver left the roadway
driving down the embankment has it
continued to flee through the City of
Mt. Clemens. The vehicle/driver fled
through Macomb Twp., Clinton Twp.,
Mt Clemens, Sterling Hts, and Warren.
The vehicle continued to flee on W.B.
16 Mile near Moravian where Sheriff’s

Deputies terminated the pursuit. The
suspect was picked up by Sterling
Heights PD and fled into the city of
Warren. Warren PD apprehended the
suspect after a brief foot chase.

While responding, a Sheriff’s
deputy was involved in a collision on
Gratiot at Wellington Crescent in
Clinton Twp. The deputy collided with
another vehicle. The other vehicle's
occupants were not injured. The
injured deputy was transported to the
hospital where he received treatment
for his injuries. The deputy is a 16 year
veteran of the Sheriff’s Office who is in
the hospital and is receiving treat-
ment, expected to be released shortly.

Hilario Carmona, the 31-year-old
male suspect out of Texas, remains in
custody at the Warren Police
Department. The Macomb County
Prosecutor’s Office authorized three

charges for Carmona; one count of
Police Officer – Fleeing – Third Degree
– Vehicle Code (5-year felony), one
count of Police officer – Fleeing –
Second Degree – Penal Code (10 year
felony), and one count of Failure To
Stop At Scene Of Property Damage
Accident (Attended Vehicle) (90 day
misdemeanor). The male was formally
arraigned on these charges in the 41-A
Shelby Township District Court.

A GoFundMe has been created to
raise funds for the injured Deputy. To
donate, visit gofundme.com/deputy-
miller-police-chase.

■   GENIUS SHOOTS HIMSELF IN
THE FOOT WHILE GROCERY SHOP-
PING. Last Saturday at approximately
3 p.m., Macomb County Sheriff’s
deputies responded to the Kroger
store located at 21 Mile Rd. and Card
for a male who had been shot himself
in the foot. No one else was injured.
The 23-year-old male out of Macomb
Township was transported to the hos-
pital by his companion and received
treatment for his injuries. He was
cooperative with deputies and stated
that the discharge was accidental as
he was adjusting his holster. The male
does have a valid CPL license. A war-
rant with one count of Weapons –
Firearms - Reckless Use (90-day misde-
meanor) has been authorized by the
Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office.

■    ANOTHER SCHOOL THREAT.
Last Friday at approximately 10 a.m.,
Macomb County Sheriff’s Office

deputies responded to Mt. Clemens
High School for a threats complaint.
School officials stated that a threat to
“shoot up” the school had been report-
ed. After a physical assault between
students Thursday, a student on the
school bus made a threat to “shoot up”
the school. Friday, a second threat was
reported to have been made via social
media regarding the same incident.
None of the students involved report-
ed to school this morning. Mt. Clemens
High School is maintaining normal
operations and working with Macomb
County Detectives who are investigat-
ing this incident.

■  PEDESTRIAN STRUCK BY
VEHICLE. On Friday at approximately
7:50 a.m., Macomb County Sheriff’s
deputies were dispatched to the area
of Cass Ave. near S. Rose St. for a
pedestrian struck by a vehicle. The
adult pedestrian was struck by a
maroon minivan. The pedestrian was
transported to the hospital and is in
critical condition. No one else was
injured. The driver of the minivan is
said to be cooperating with Sheriff’s
deputies. The injured pedestrian is a
57 year old female out of Lenox
Township. She is a teacher at Prevail
Academy, and was working as a cross-
ing guard when she was struck by the
vehicle. No children were injured.

■  SECOND PEDESTRIAN
STRUCK, THIS TIME FATALLY. On
Thursday, March 29 at approximately 3

a.m., Macomb County Sheriff deputies
were called to the area of 23 Mile Rd.
and North Ave. to check for a male
walking in the roadway. While attempt-
ing to locate the male, deputies were
made aware that a truck had just
struck a pedestrian. The 2015 black
Ford pick-up truck was traveling north-
bound on North Ave. when it struck
the pedestrian south of 23 Mile Rd.
The man, Antony Levon Cook, 28 out
of Macomb Township, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. The driver,
a 35 year old male out of Macomb
Township, was released pending fur-
ther investigation. It does not appear
that drugs or alcohol played a factor in
this crash at this time. The Macomb
County Sheriff’s Office continues to
investigate this crash. 

Note: If you have any informa-
tion on the aforementioned crimes
or any other offenses, please call
the Macomb County Sheriff at 586-
469-5151.

March 30,  2018    ■  ■ Page 11
Shelby•Utica•Macomb

SEND RESUME TO Careers@GazetteMediaGroup.com

Advertising Sales Account Executive
This full time, outside sales position offers an excellent
compensation plan! It’s a great opportunity to help
local businesses grow by reaching our loyal readers.
Requires dedication, commitment, and a positive attitude

Safety Vigilante Adjusts Holster, Shoots Foot at Grocery Store

POLICE PATROL

High School Students and Police Participate in "Be the Change" Program
ON SATURDAY, March 24, members of the Macomb County Sheriff's Office participated in the "Be The Change
Turnabout Program". This program was created to bridge the gap between the police and the community starting with
minority youth. The concept is the "Cops are the community and the Community are the Cops". 
Eighty minority students from Dakota, Mount Clemens, Henry Ford II, Clintondale, Chippewa Valley and Utica high
schools participated in this event. The students were chosen by school administrators and started the day with a brief
lecture by Judge King (36th District Court) on several different laws. These students then had the opportunity to run
through several different scenarios where the students acted as law enforcement and law enforcement acted as the
community. At the end of the day, everyone gathered for a debriefing to talk about program.

Red Cross Blood Drive
at Shelby Senior Center

The Shelby Township Senior
Center will host a Red Cross Blood
Drive on Tuesday, April 3 from 5-8 p.m.
The Shelby Township Senior Center is
located at 51670 Van Dyke Ave. To
learn more, call 586-739-6540 or follow
"Shelby Township Senior Center" on
Facebook.



A generational
war has broken out,
one that can hope-

fully be contained before it has dire
consequences for all of us, and a war
that a small part of me thinks is inten-
tional.  But more on that later.

It seems that demographers and
social scientists love to label people.
Baby Boomers were born between
1946 and 1964, although you can find
references that vary slightly.  Suffice it
to say, Boomers reshaped America,
and continue to, by virtue of numbers
alone.

76,400,000 Americans were born
in the post-WW II era, a veritable tidal
wave of Americans that impacted
everything from schools to suburbia
to money.  Baby Boomers grew up dur-
ing the tumultuous 1960s, a decade
that makes this one pale by compari-
son.

We had the Vietnam war, protests,
the Space Race, hippies and free love,
not to mention the assassinations of
JFK, MLK, RFK, and Malcom X.  I look
back with amazement that we were
able to survive those ten years, some-
thing that gives me hope we will sur-
vive the current political debacle.

After the Boomers, Generations X
and Y came along, followed by the
Millennials, the group born between
1981 and 1996.  Much maligned and
harpooned, the Millennials have had
to endure more than just the most

recent Depression.
Millennials have been character-

ized as ‘lazy’, ‘indulged’, ‘entitled’, and
‘unmotivated’, the generation that
would rather spend $5 a day at
Starbucks than save that $100 a month
in a retirement account.

They’ve been portrayed as poor
employees, choosing to question their
bosses all the time rather than just do
their job.  They’re often imagined sit-
ting in their parents’ basements, play-
ing video games, with Cheeto dust on
their tee-shirts.

And yet, despite the fact that
some of these characterizations are
undoubtedly true in some cases, I
have found the Millennials to be hard-
working and pragmatic, more con-
cerned with the environment and the
future than preceding generations,
and far more networked, technologi-
cally savvy, and socially-aware than
previous generations.

The Millennials grew up during a
Depression, which played out differ-
ently than the Great Depression of the
1930s, but left scars on the survivors
nonetheless.  Many had no chance for
a job, so were relegated to their par-
ents’ basement or garage until things
improved and they could strike out on
their own. 

And they are doing just that.
Although I am technically a Baby

Boomer, I don’t feel like one.  I was
born toward the end of the Boom, am
still working, and will not join AARP
even though they hound me with
requests and free offers of a cheap
travel bag at least once a week.

I am aghast at the war of words
between some Boomers and
Millennials, each portraying the other
as evil incarnate and the sole reason
for the economy, social unrest, and

anything else they can think to blame
one another.

The truth, as always, lies some-
where in the middle.  Boomers did
screw up a lot of things, but had they
known at the time, I am sure they
would have made different choices.
And there are a number of Millennials
who were told they were special so
many times by their parents, they
actually think they are. You’re not,
until you prove yourself special.

And while these two demographic
groups snipe at each other, the con-
servative element in this country is
smiling.  Why?  Because conservative
politicians will benefit by the
Millennial generation thinking poorly
of the Boomers. How, you ask?

When the time comes for the GOP
to vigorously attack Social Security
and Medicare that the Baby Boomers
have paid into for a lifetime, and to
pay for the tax cuts for the wealthy
and Big Business, they will be able to
count on the support of the
Millennials, many of whom actually
believe it will not be there for them (it
will).

Divide and conquer, people,
divide and conquer.

The views expressed in the Op-Ed
Perspectives column are those of the
author and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Gazette. We encourage
readers to submit a Letter to the Editor
to Andrew@Gazettemediagroup.com.
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The Michigan Humane Society will

debut its first-ever online auction on
March 30, with proceeds benefiting
local animals. This auction will con-
clude on April 15 at 1 p.m. during the
nonprofit’s Purrfect Bow Wow Brunch,
a fundraiser presented by Strategic
Staffing Solutions at the MGM Grand
Detroit.

Bidders can find the Michigan
Humane Society’s online auction at bid-
pal.net/bowwow18. Animal lovers
donated all the items up for auction to
support MHS. These include excur-
sions, luxury items, and even pet photo
shoots for the official Michigan Humane
Society Calendar.

Guests will have exclusive access

to four live-auction items available only
at the Purrfect Bow Wow Brunch. This
event will attract up to 600 people who
will mingle among adoptable pets while
enjoying a three-course brunch and
custom cocktails, like the popular
“Bloodhound Mary”. The Jonathan
Lynn Group will also treat listeners to
live jazz during a Meowmosa Reception
and silent-auction bidding.

“This year we will showcase how
MHS keeps families together by helping
them retain their pets rather than sur-
render them at shelters,” said Matthew
Pepper, the charity’s president and
CEO. “This means we are putting the
focus on our work in the community to
provide essentials like food, shelter,
medicine, education, and a safe return
home.”

Tickets for the Purrfect Bow Wow
Brunch can be purchased at
bidpal.net/bowwow18, or by calling
248-283-5662. The cost to attend is $250
per adult and $100 per child, and this
includes complimentary valet service
courtesy of WDIV Local 4.

Online Auction, Fundraiser to
Benefit Detroit Animals

All Seasons Naples, a luxury senior
living community, recently celebrated its
grand opening and welcomed its first res-
idents. The 187-unit senior living commu-

nity, located on Tamiami Trail North in
Naples is operated by Beztak Properties
headquartered in Farmington Hills, MI.

All Seasons Naples offers residents
amenities including a state-of-the-art
exercise facility, chauffeured transporta-
tion, movie theater, hair salon and spa,
wine room, sky lounge and a prestigious
Bosendorfer piano as the main living
room centerpiece.  

All Seasons Naples has a diverse res-
ident enrichment program with social
hours, fitness classes, lectures led by uni-
versity professors, live music and theater

performances, and foreign language
classes.

All Seasons Naples is the first of the
All Seasons brand to offer residents

Independent, Assisted, and Memory
Care living options.  Naples is the fourth
location of the All Seasons brand, pre-
ceded by locations in Rochester Hills,
West Bloomfield and Birmingham all
located in Michigan.  Construction began
in January, 2018 for All Season Oro Valley,
Arizona and construction will begin early
this spring for All Seasons Ann Arbor in
Michigan.

For more information about All
Seasons Naples, visit www.allseason-
snaples.com or call 239-206-8912.

Michigan Company Opens New
Senior Living Community

Generational War: Millennials Vs. Boomers

PERSPECTIVES
Op-Ed by 

PETE MAURER
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