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A Utica Community Schools
Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Academy has received a $1.2 million
donation from an anonymous donor.

The Stevenson Manufacturing,
Automation and Design Engineering
(MADE) academy, which opened this
year, has received the private contri-
bution based on the district’s proven
history of effectively bridging the gap
between student skills and industry
needs, superintendent Dr. Christine
Johns announced.

“We greatly appreciate the gener-
ous support for an innovative pro-
gram that develops skills in graduates
that businesses need for our region’s
future economic growth,” superin-
tendent Dr. Christine Johns said. “The
donor was clear that the district’s rep-
utation for educational innovation
and its commitment to academic
excellence were the driving force for
the investment in our students.”

CTE Academy
Receives
$1.2 Million
Donation
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At its November 20 meeting, the
Shelby Township Board of Trustees
unanimously approved the budget and
site for a new Shelby Township Library
and a new building for the township's
community relations department.

The Board authorized the town-
ship engineer to move forward to craft
plans for a 25,000-square-foot library
on the municipal campus at 52700 Van
Dyke Ave. for a cost not to exceed $11.2
million. The Board also authorized a
plan for a new 7,500- square-foot com-
munity relations building with studios
for Shelby TV on the campus at a cost
not to exceed $1.87 million.

“Until tonight, Shelby Township
has never had such a significant capital
outlay investment for a library in its
entire history,” Township Supervisor
Rick Stathakis said after the vote.
“Once this library is built, we will
ensure that we continue down this
path of having the best value and best
services in Macomb County because of

the way this Board of Trustees has
managed our township s resources.”

Both plans were presented to the
Board by Trustee Lynn Wilhelm, who
helped craft the proposals as part of
the Library Community Relations
Advisory Board. Wilhelm was joined
on the advisory body by her co-chair,
Trustee Doug Wozniak, as well as
Township Engineer Carol Thurber,
Library Director Katie Ester,
Community Relations Director Brad
Bates, Parks, Recreation, and
Maintenance Director Joe Youngblood,
and Department of Public Works
Director David G. Miller II.

“Our goal with the advisory board
was to present the most financially
sound, viable solution to meet the
needs of the library and community
relations department,” Wilhelm said.
“This plan for a new 25,000-square-foot
library puts us in place to continue to
offer the best quality-of-life services in

THE DAKOTA HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND performed in America's Thanksgiving Parade last Thursday in
Detroit. Led by Band Director Justin Makarewicz, the award-winning group is made up of approximately 200 mem-
bers this season. As an annual tradition, the Band adopts a family within the Chippewa Valley school district who
needs help from the community this Christmas. To donate to this year's family of five, visit dakotabands.com and scroll
down to "Volunteer Sign Up."

Shelby Twp Board Approves
Budget, Site for New Library

See ACADEMY, page 3

Crissman Teacher Shaves Head for Charity
CRISSMAN ELEMENTARY TEACHER Jeanne Ziraldo recently had her hair
shaved off in honor of the $2,750 students raised for the Children’s Hospital
Foundation of Michigan. Ziraldo is a seven-year cancer survivor and her
daughter is a pediatric resident at a Children’s Hospital in Missouri. “I under-
stand how difficult this diagnosis is for a family,” she said.See LIBRARY, page 2
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Craft and Bake Sale at
Utica Public Library 

The Utica Public Library will hold
its annual bake sale on Saturday,
December 8. 

From 10 a.m.-1 p.m., people can
participate in a free ornament decorat-
ing craft. All supplies are provided.

The bake sale will have a variety
of fresh baked goods, including home-
baked cookies, candies, and breads.
Proceeds will fund the DVD collection. 

To learn more about the event, call
586-731-4141. 

Holiday Centerpiece
Workshop

Decorate your table this holiday
with a beautiful handmade centerpiece.

Visit Ray Wiegand's Nursery &
Garden Center on Saturday, December 8
from 10-11 a.m. for their Ho, Ho, Home
for the Holidays Centerpiece Workshop.

Using a mixture of fresh greens,
pinecones, berries and ornaments,
you’ll learn how to make the perfect
arrangement just in time for Christmas.
The workshop cost includes all materi-
als, but bring gloves to protect your
hands. 

Ray Wiegand's Nursery & Garden
Center is located at 47747 Romeo Plank
Rd in Macomb. Learn more at wiegand-
snursery.com/.

Pioneer Christmas at
the Nature Center

Visit the Burgess Shadbush Nature
Center December 7-8 for a celebration
of Christmas from the 1800s.

Celebrate the way the pioneers
and early settlers of the area would
have. Visit the pioneer cabin, see the
time-appropriate decorations, and
enjoy some hot chocolate.

The cost to attend is $3 per person
and all children must be accompanied
by an adult. Register online at shel-
bytwp.com/parks or call 586-323-2478.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

PAGE 4



Page 2 ■ ■ November 30,  2018Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

Board Approves $13 Million for New Facilities
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Macomb County without incurring any
financial hardships or debt. I am very
proud of the team effort that went into
this, and I know our residents, staff,
and taxpayers will really enjoy these
new facilities.”

Currently, the library and commu-
nity relations department are housed
in the Shelby Township Community
Center along with the 41-A District
Court and the Shelby Township Senior
Center. The community center at 51680
Van Dyke Ave. was formerly Disco
Elementary and was built in 1960. The
township purchased the 39,567-square-
foot building from Utica Community
Schools in 1983 for $400,000.

The new library will be the first
standalone library structure in the
township's history. Prior to its current
location, the library was housed in the
lower level of Township Hall. Among
other amenities, the new building will
feature space for a dedicated children's
area, community event spaces, a teen
room, a technology lab, individual
study rooms, a children's storytime
and programming space, a reading
lounge and additional space for library

materials.
“Our residents showed up in force

and spoke eloquently and passionately
in support of the library,” Ester said of

the feedback the Board received from
residents prior to its vote. “When the
'yes' vote came down, we burst into
cheers, applause, and, admittedly,
tears. It was a touching, career-affirm-
ing community outpouring that we will
never forget.”

While the Board still needs to
review and approve construction pro-
posals, early estimates place the begin-
ning of construction for fall 2019 and
with possible openings by fall 2020.

The Board also outlined how,
despite the combined price tag of
$13.17 million for the new buildings,
township finances will remain strong

and allow the township to address
financial obligations such as retiree
benefits plans, also known as OPEB.

“I could not support this large of
an expense without being absolutely
sure that we remain in a position to
meet all of our long-term financial obli-
gations,” Township Treasurer Michael
Flynn said. “After turning over every
stone, twice, we know that we can do
this and maintain a very strong finan-
cial position.”

LIBRARY,  From page 1

Grinch Determined to Disrupt Christmas Aglow
Shelby Township’s biggest

Christmas event and tradition is the
annual Christmas Aglow and tree light-
ing – this year on Friday, December 7 on
the township municipal campus at
52700 Van Dyke Ave.

“Between all of the programs and
the tremendous Christmas decorations
our Parks, Recreation and Maintenance
staff put up, there is nothing like Shelby
Township at Christmas,” Township
Supervisor Rick Stathakis said. “We

have great people behind these events.
Parks and Recreation Director Joe
Youngblood and his staff make sure
every Christmas season is memorable.”

Prior to the official lighting of the
township Christmas tree, the
Eisenhower High School show choir will
perform carols at the bandshell before

the winners from the township’s
Christmas Coloring Contest will present
Santa with the key to the township and
light the tree. Photos with Santa Claus
will then be available in Hope Chapel
until 8:30 p.m.

Along with traditional favorites
such as horse-drawn carriage rides, kids
crafts at the Kris Kringle Castle, marsh-
mallow roasting and a visit to the Polar
Express train, guests will be able to visit
food trucks with the Mac Shack and

Crepe Day-Twah trucks making a stop
for the Aglow.

New to the Aglow this year is an
appearance by the Grinch and a chance
for visitors to film personalized video
Christmas greetings from Whoville. Staff
from the township’s Community
Relations Department will transform the

lower level of Township Hall into
Whoville where guests will be able to
record video Christmas greetings onto a
keepsake thumb drive to share online
with family and friends.

Along with the video greetings, res-
idents will also have a chance to take
home a custom photo printout of their
time with Santa in the historic Hope
Chapel or with the Grinch himself, who
will be strolling around the campus at
the Aglow.

By taking their Aglow pictures
through Instagram or Twitter and tag-
ging the picture with the hashtag
“#ShelbyTwpAglow,” photos will be
printed in the upper level of Township
Hall where visitors can make a donation
to the township giving tree, the Antolin
Coats for Kids drive, or view the entries
for the 2018 Shelby Township Christmas
Coloring Contest.

After Santa arrives, he stays in the
township for his annual stop at the
Burgess-Shadbush Nature Center at
noon December 16 before heading back
to the North Pole. There is no fee to
meet and greet Jolly Old Saint Nick at
the nature center. For more information
on all parks and recreation and nature
center events, contact the Shelby
Township Parks offices at 586-731-0300.

The nature center at 4101 River
Bends Drive is also hosting its annual
events with the rustic travel back in
time Pioneer Christmas at noon
December 8 and 9, and the Christmas
Bird Count event at 10 a.m. December
15 with the Macomb Audubon Society.
For more information on all nature cen-
ter events, contact the nature center at
586-323-2478.

Rendering of the new Shelby Township Library.

SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS receive the key to Shelby Township from North Pole
Ambassadors (from left) Jonathon Bultynck, Ava Hadeed, Langston Cicala,
and Kayleigh Osobka at the 2017 Shelby Township Aglow.



Dr. Johns noted that in providing
financial support, the donor – who
requested to remain anonymous –
specifically targeted accelerating the
opportunity for students by funding
start-up costs, professional learning
opportunities for teachers and fabrica-
tion and manufacturing equipment
that provide students industry-level
experiences.

“What Utica Community Schools
is once again doing is leading the effort
to realize how much times have
changed and how much education has
changed,” U.S. Congressman Sandy
Levin said at a recent MADE open
house. “I want to take my hat off to this
school district for once again provid-
ing the leadership that is so necessary.
You are the wave of the future, and
may other places catch this wave.”

The professional development
opportunities featured training provid-
ed by the Henry Ford Learning
Institute, which demonstrated how to
integrate the Design Thinking process
into core classes and courses dedicat-
ed to the MADE pathways.

Students are immersed in the

Design Thinking Process (empathy,
define, ideate, prototype test) through
projects in small learning communi-
ties. The projects focus on hands-on
skills in math, science technology and
engineering as it applies to advanced
manufacturing.

The donation also funded equip-
ment for the fabrication program,
including a plasma cutter and vertical
and horizontal saws.

The district also acquired Snap cir-

cuits and Vex Robotics equipment to
give students hands-on experiences
for advanced manufacturing careers.

Stevenson MADE began in
September with 85 ninth grade stu-
dents. A new grade level will be
enrolled each of the next three years,

until Stevenson MADE is a complete
high school program that will serve
nearly 400 students.

– uticak12.org/

November 30,  2018    ■  ■ Page 3Gazette
Shelby • Utica • Macomb • Washington

ACADEMY, From page 1

Private Donor Supports UCS Tech Academy Witch’s Hat Beer Dinner at Brown Iron
Join Brown Iron Brewhouse for an

expertly paired beer dinner with Witch's
Hat Brewing Co on Wednesday,
December 12.

The Witch’s Hat Beer Dinner will
feature Brown Iron’s Holiday Grilled

Cheese menu: Turkey Trot, Sweetie Pie,
Roast Beast, and Peppermint Patty.

Brown Iron Brewhouse is located at
57695 Van Dyke in Washington.

Get your tickets online at
eventbrite.com/.

Winter is coming, and ice and
snow are inevitable in Michigan. 

Shelby Township Supervisor Rick
Stathakis recently shared the specifics
of snow removal in the community so
that residents know what to expect
and how to request assistance for win-
ter roads this season. 

Since 2008, Shelby Township has
helped the Macomb County
Department of Roads with snow
removal in the community. The town-
ship owns light-duty snow equipment
to be better prepared for winter
weather, but the county maintains
road jurisdiction. This means that
Shelby Township can’t act on all
requests for snow removal on streets

or in subdivisions.
The county must request assis-

tance before the township can plow
any roads. Shelby Township can only
help clear subdivision roads, which
does not include private streets,
apartment complexes or condo com-
munities. When clearing subdivisions,
the township does not salt the roads.
This means that residents may still
see snow after the roads are plowed. 

Over 30,000 homes line residen-
tial streets in Shelby Township. As a
result, plows are unable to manually
clear or direct plowed snow away
from driveways. 

Even after heavy snowfall, the
county may not contact Shelby

Township to help clear roads. The
Supervisor said heavy snowpack and
ice are often better dealt with by the
county. Main roads take priority over
subdivisions, so it may take a day or
two after snowfall for residential roads
to be cleared. 

The township will forward all calls
for snow removal service to the
Macomb County Department of
Roads. As always, drivers should be
careful on winter roads because con-
ditions can be unpredictable.
Residents who feel their street has
been missed may contact the depart-
ment directly by calling 586-463-8671,
or at roads.macombgov.org/roads-
home-request. 

Let me show you how to

maximize
Your Health Coverages

For
Group Plans + Individual Plans + Medicare Plans

Call, Email or Fax for a
15 Minute Personal Discussion

TIMPA INSURANCETIMPA INSURANCE
39378 Aynesley, Clinton Township, MI 48038

James G. Timpa, LUTCF
Authorized Independent Agent

(586) 904-7142
or Fax (586) 286-7005

timpainsurance@comcast.net 

Who’s Responsible for Plowing Your Street?

Mayor Rallies Utica to Help Eppler Robotics Team
UTICA MAYOR THOM DIONNE helped raise over $1000 for the Eppler Junior High Robotics team. Mayor Dionne organ-
ized a GoFundMe page for the "Robo-TICS" team and nearly two dozen unique sponsors – neighbors and local businesses
– chipped in. "This great group of kids is our next generation of engineers and tech gurus," Dionne said. "Building com-
petitive robots can be expensive and I was honored to present the team with this donation from our community."
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JOHN LEGEND
THU, DEC 6 - 8 p.m.

Fox Theatre, Detroit

THE FRONT BOTTOMS &
MANCHESTER ORCHESTRA

FRI, DEC 7 - 7 p.m.
The Fillmore, Detroit

THE CRANE WIVES
FRI, DEC 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Otus Supply, Ferndale

INGRID MICHAELSON TRIO
SUN, DEC 9 - 7 p.m.

Royal Oak Music Theatre

MCC JAZZ BAND
TUE, DEC 11 - 7:30 p.m.

Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts

HIP HOP NUTCRACKER
THU, DEC 6 - 7 p.m.

Masonic Temple, Detroit

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
THU, DEC 6 - 7 p.m.
Meadow Brook Theatre

A CHARLIE BROWN
CHRISTMAS

SAT, DEC 15 - 5:30 p.m.
Fox Theatre, Detroit

DIY WINTER CENTERPIECE
SAT, DEC 8 - 10:30 a.m.

Clinton-Macomb, North Branch

EVENING BOOK CLUB
TUE, DEC 11 - 6:30 p.m.

Shelby Township Library

PRESCHOOL PAGES
TUE, DEC 4 - 11 a.m.
Shelby Township Library

PAWS FOR READING
WED, DEC 5 - 6:30 p.m.

Utica Public Library

HOME ALONE HOLIDAY
CELEBRATION

SAT, DEC 8 - Noon
Graubner Library

THE POSSESSION OF
HANNAH GRACE

Horror, R

8 MILE
Drama, R

CLOUDY WITH A
CHANCE OF MEATBALLS

Action, PG

CRAZY RICH
ASIANS

Comedy, PG-13

GREEN BOOK
Biography/Comedy, PG-13

Kids & TeensKids & Teens

MusicMusic

On StageOn Stage

LibraryLibrary

NOW IN
THEATERS

THE POSSESSION OF HANNAH GRACE
This horror film tells the story of Megan Reed (Shay Mitchell), a former police
officer who – fresh out of rehab – works the graveyard shift in a city hospital
morgue. Reed faces a series of supernatural events caused by an evil entity
in one of the bodies.

GREEN BOOK
Renowned African American pianist Dr. Don Shirley (Mahershala Ali)
embarks on a concert tour of the Deep South in 1962. He recruits Tony Lip
(Viggo Mortensen) as his driver and protection. The two develop an
unexpected bond as they face the dangers of the segregated south.

NOW IN
THEATERS

There are many things to be thank-
ful for this holiday season, and many
reasons to be joyful. High on any list
should be Avon Players’ thoroughly
enjoyable production of “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame.”

The stage musical’s concept
springs from two sources: Victor Hugo’s
classic 1831 novel of the same name,
and the 1996 Disney animated musical
film. In 1999, “Hunchback” had its world
premiere in Berlin, Germany. It opened
in North America at the La Jolla
Playhouse in San Diego, CA in 2014.

Although Avon Players, as a small
community theatre, does not boast a
professional Equity cast or crew, theirs
is a praiseworthy effort here.  With
excellent staging of what can be, at
times, rather mediocre material, the
result is a fine work of stagecraft and a
wonderful showcase for some of our
local talent.

Hugo’s enduring French morality
tale, set in 1482 Paris, seeks to answer
the question: What makes a monster
into a man, and what makes a man into
a monster? It tells the story of
Quasimodo, a sensitive young man full
of courage, kindness, hopes and

dreams. Since a child, his outward
deformities have driven him to take
sanctuary in the majestic cathedral of
Notre Dame. He becomes the bell ringer
and soon is almost deaf, further isolat-
ing him from the rest of humanity. His
guardian is the archdeacon Dom Claude
Frollo, whose despicable actions are
anything but Christian. A young cava-
lier, Phoebus de Martin, arrives to
assume duties as captain of the
Cathedral Guard under the archdeacon.
Conflicts soon arise as all three men fall
under the spell of a beautiful gypsy girl
named Esmeralda.

Themes of religious hypocrisy, clas-
sism, and how those seen as different
are treated - are all addressed in the
story, set to an original musical score.
Gargoyles, played by members of the
ensemble cast, serve as a narrative
device to help interpret Quasimodo’s

inner thoughts and motivations.
Clayton Hargrave is superb as

Quasimodo, with soaring vocals and an
intense pathos guiding his sensitive per-
formance. He has a hard task, singing
bent over much of the time, but he
knocks it out of the park.

Other lead performers include:
Anthony Tringali, who delivers an
engaging flourish as Clopin, King of the
Gypsies, with first-rate vocals and
dance moves; Salvatore Sbrocca as
Phoebus de Martin is like a modern-day
Errol Flynn with his commanding
swashbuckle moves and excellent

voice. Lori Smith as Esmeralda offers a
sizzling triple-threat turn that wins, and
breaks, the heart of every man she
meets. Frollo, the archdeacon (and
archvillain) of Notre Dame, is capably
portrayed by Nick Frederick, who, like
the other leads, has fine vocal abilities,
although at times his movements

appear a bit stiff. Indeed, some of the
actors seem to be holding back just a lit-
tle, while still offering memorable per-
formances.

Kudos to the remarkable Avon
Players president and director John
(JD) Deirlein. His handiwork is evident
throughout the show with impressive
staging, lighting effects, vocal direction
and costume design. Note:  Be on the
lookout for an amusing and unexpected
wardrobe twist at the beginning of Act
Two. Versatile set design by Brad
Holoday, which features massive bells,
wooden walkways and plaster gar-
goyles, can be at turns foreboding and
inspirational. Louise Holoday provides
effective and brightly colored period
costumes and hairstyles that allow for
plenty of movement. Choreography by
Maritoni Harte, while lively, is uneven
and a little chaotic at times.

The orchestra pit holds pleasures
as well. In many community playhous-
es, live music can leave something to be
desired. But in the capable hands of
music director Jim Territo, the orches-
tra for “Hunchback” does not disap-
point. 

The Avon Players have created a
truly entertaining theatre experience,
well worth seeing. Keep in mind that
seating is very tight, especially during
sold-out performances.

“The Hunchback of Notre Dame”
runs now through December 8. Tickets
are $20 to $22. Avon Playhouse is locat-
ed at 1185 Washington Rd in Rochester.
More information at avonplayers.org/.

A Colorful, Moving “Hunchback of Notre Dame” at Avon Players

PLAY REVIEW
by
Suzanne Angeo (member, American
Theatre Critics Association)
and Greg Angeo (Member Emeritus, San
Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle)

Photo courtesy of Avon Players 



Macomb County Sheriff Anthony
Wickersham and St. Clair Shores
Police Chief Todd Woodcox held a
press conference Wednesday regard-
ing the death of Theo Gray, who was
shot and killed by St. Clair Shores
Police on November 4.

The Sheriff said Gray shot at
police one time. Officers returned fire
as Gray continued to flee around the
building. Wickersham said, "the sus-
pect stopped in the parking lot of the
business and engaged the officers...
The suspect was ordered to drop his

gun, which he did not."
Officers fired several more shots

and Gray fell to the ground.
Paramedics transported Gray to the
hospital where he was pronounced
deceased.

At this time, it is still unclear if the

bullet that killed K9 Axe came from
Gray or police. 

Wickersham said five officers
fired a total of 48 shots. Gray was
struck six times. The Sheriff said that
Gray's gun jammed after firing his first
and only shot.
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Money Laundering Crimes Could Now Include Crypto
A proposal from state Rep. Diana

Farrington protecting Michigan con-
sumers by expanding criminal defini-
tion in instances where money
changes hands this week was
approved unanimously by the House
Law and Justice Committee.

Farrington’s bill, House Bill 6254,
amends the money laundering section
of the Michigan Penal Code to include
cryptocurrency as a potential element
of crime. The proposal is one of six
addressing digital currency in a bipar-
tisan update to current laws.

Cryptocurrency first started to
appear in the United States in the
early 1990s, but its popularity has
taken off due to a surge in online busi-
ness and the ease and unregulated
nature of exchange. Several major
merchants across the country now
accept digital forms of currency.
Cryptocurrency is not officially recog-
nized as a form of money, so loopholes
have naturally arisen in outdated cur-
rent laws which specifically define a
transfer of money in forms of crime.

“These bills don’t create any new

crimes or penalties, they merely
update laws so we don’t have some-
thing fall through the cracks with legal
interpretation in situations with bad
actors,” said Farrington, of Utica.
“This alternative form of currency is
being used more frequently, and it is a
priority of mine to look out for
Michigan consumers.”

The six bills in the package, HBs
6253-58, move to the House for further
consideration.

Proposed Crime Legislation Would
Treat 17-Year-Olds as Minors

A proposal offered by state Rep.
Peter Lucido as part of a bipartisan
plan to change the age at which indi-
viduals are considered adults for the
purposes of prosecuting and adjudi-
cating criminal offenses this week was
approved by the House Law and
Justice Committee.

Michigan is one of just five states
in the country that automatically con-
sider a 17-year-old to be an adult in
criminal offenses. Supporters of the
reform point to research that says this
practice creates a dangerous situation
for young people who are in an older
prison population and housed with
adult inmates.

“We have data that concludes the
current setup is a hindrance for the
rehabilitation and development of
these young people within the state
prison system,” said Lucido, of Shelby
Township, who serves as the commit-
tee’s vice chair. “It’s now time to alter
that setup so we can decrease recidi-
vism and increase the chances of peo-
ple being successful once they exit the
state prison system.”

Michigan’s prison population has
risen from approximately 14,000 in the
1970s to more than 39,000 currently.
As a result, corrections spending has
increased from 3 percent of the state
budget to roughly 20 percent.

“It requires taxpayer money to

feed people in our prisons and to
house them. We need to move toward
solutions that reduce the demand for
taxpayer dollars and ensure that our
prison system is tailored toward reha-
bilitation,” Lucido said. “Getting non-
violent offenders back out into society
in a successful fashion and integrating
them into the workforce so they can
support themselves and their families
betters us as a state.”

Lucido’s plan, House Bill 4607,
amends the Juvenile Code within
Michigan’s Probate Code by revising
the definition of a juvenile in terms of
age. Cases involving individuals under
18 will be transferred to the family divi-
sion of circuit courts.

Other states have pursued legisla-
tion changing age thresholds for juve-
niles over the last several years.
Connecticut passed similar proposals
in 2007 and saw a 21-percent decrease
in juvenile court referrals over a seven-
year period. The rate juvenile offend-
ers were arrested again also dropped
by 7 percent and the costs associated
with the change ended up being less
than what was originally budgeted.

The Michigan House plan, which
will still allow for 17-year-olds to be
treated as adults in violent criminal
offenses, advances to the House floor
for further consideration.

First Responders On the Scene at Annual Shop with a Hero
Friends of Shelby Township Firefighters IAFF Local 1338 participated in their annual Shop with a Hero event at Meijer
on Tuesday. "We are honored to be able to take part in this every year and always have a blast putting smiles on all
the kid’s faces," the firefighters said in a Facebook post with the above photo.

Sheriff: Officers Justified in Fatal Shooting

Photo courtesy of Steve Trombley, Macomb County Scanner



Samir Daher and his brother
worked their way up from apprentices
to bakers over the course of eight years
in their native Lebanon, and, in 1990,
the brothers immigrated to the United
States. With the help of their uncle, they
established Sweet Dreams Bakery. 

Customers appreciated the bak-
ery’s European style, which produces
baked goods that are light and not too

sweet. Daher said the secret to his suc-
cess is answering customer requests
and adding new products.

Now, Sweet Dreams Bakery has
three locations and over 30 employees.
The newest bakery is in Shelby
Township. Although Daher’s brother

has passed, the legacy the brothers
built together continues. 

“We’ve earned our reputation by
combining the finest ingredients with
outstanding artistry,” Daher said. “Our
multi-talented staff creates a wide vari-
ety of incredible cakes, and we are
happy to work with people to create a
cake that is unique to any person or sit-
uation.”

Sweet Dreams Bakery has locations
in Orchard Lake, Shelby Township, and
Warren. The Shelby Township bakery is
at 46647 Hayes Rd. To contact this loca-
tion, call 586-251-2999. To learn more
about the bakery, visit sweetdream-
sweb.com or call 586-751-8900.

As the year
comes to an end,
Michiganders can

expect Governor Snyder and the
Legislature to enact a number of laws in
the lame-duck session that they were
either unable or unwilling to take up ear-
lier. One such proposal that Governor
Snyder has supported but Republican
lawmakers previously expressed reser-
vation toward is an increase to the tip-
ping fees imposed on waste haulers that
dump in landfills across the state.

Most of the revenue raised from
the increase in the fee would be used for
cleanup of contaminated sites, such as
brownfields and land contaminated by
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS). Currently, funding for brown-
field cleanup comes from the Clean
Michigan Initiative, a $675 million bond
that the voters approved at the ballot
box back in 1998. That bonding money
is nearly depleted, meaning the state
will soon be left without one of its pri-
mary dedicated revenue sources to
clean up contaminated sites across the
state. With increasing concerns about
PFAS contamination, ensuring that the
state has sufficient funds dedicated to
any necessary cleanup is something
lawmakers should be focusing on proac-
tively—not after the fact.

Michigan’s current state-levied tip-

ping fee, a flat $0.36 per ton, is signifi-
cantly below average for the region.
While the average for neighboring
states comes out to about $5.30 per ton,
there is some variation, with Indiana
being the lowest at $0.60 and Wisconsin
the highest at $12.997. Michigan’s well-
below average fees result in our landfills
being attractive places for our neigh-
bors to dump their trash; over a quarter
of the trash dumped in Michigan comes
from other states and Canada. While
that may be good for landfill owners, the
negative effects from odors, ground and
water pollution, and increased waste
hauler traffic are felt on a more wide-
spread basis in the community.

Governor Snyder’s proposal would
increase the rate to $3.99 per ton, while
a bill proposed earlier in the year by
Senator Mike Nofs (R-Battle Creek)

would raise the rate to $4.44 per ton ini-
tially, with adjustments based on infla-
tion every five years. Although a signifi-
cant increase proportionately from the
current rates, both proposals would
keep the fee below the regional average.

Although Republicans in the legisla-
ture had indicated resistance to increas-
ing taxes or fees earlier in the year, retir-
ing legislators may be more willing to
increase fees in order to provide a guar-
anteed source of revenue for contami-
nation cleanup projects. Support for
Governor Snyder’s proposal by the
Michigan Chamber of Commerce and
Michigan Farm Bureau—both groups
that tend to be more conservative and
generally support Republican candi-
dates—combined with increasing atten-
tion on PFAS contamination may be
enough to sway enough Republicans to

support the legislation.
When Michigan voters passed the

Clean Michigan Initiative in 1998, they
sent a clear message in support of tak-
ing a proactive approach to dealing with
contaminated sites. Raising the fee on
refuse deposited in landfills will provide
a dedicated stream of revenue without
burdening the state with interest obliga-
tions, as would be the case if the funds
came from another bond. Governor
Snyder’s proposal will also put the state
more in line with average tipping fees
for the region, which will hopefully
reduce the amount of garbage being
imported into the state. While increas-
ing taxes and fees is never ideal, increas-
ing the tipping fee is a fair and reason-
able solution to a problem that is too
important to ignore.

Increasing Tipping Fees to Clean Contaminated Sites in Michigan

PERSPECTIVES
Op-Ed by 

NATHAN INKS
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Imagine Living Without Diabetes! 

Attention:  Diabetics and Pre-Diabetics 
***TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH NOW!*** 
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Board Certified Cardiologist and Leading Wellness Expert, 

Dr. Michael Dangovian, DO, FACC 
Are you already taking at least one diabetic drug and have the desire to 

reduce or eliminate your dependence on these potentially dangerous drugs? 
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Sweet Dreams Bakery Now Open

ERIC FRAEYMAN, a Romeo High School senior and 6'4" Lacrosse standout,
recently signed his commitment papers to continue his time as a student-ath-
lete at Stony Brook University in New York. 



HELP WANTED
Commercial Cleaners Wanted
PT and FT day/evening positions to clean
banks and office buildings.
Must pass drug screen & background
check
www.aarocompanies.com 
586.759.3700 

2/2

Entry Level - Helpers Needed/Drivers
Recycling - Shredding Service
Good driving record/no exp.
Route work/good pay/benefits
7am-4pm Mon-Fri - Oak Park location
Call 248-542-7970

2/2

NOW HIRING 
Servers and Cooks to join our team.
Servers earning potential $15-$25 an hour.
Cooks starting at $14 an hour. Apply in
person or email resume to antoniosital-
ian@att.net or call 586-264-5252.

2/2

MASSAGE

Certified Massage Therapist looking for
new clients. Call 248-688-5540

1/2

FOR SALE

Oak View Cemetery - Royal Oak Grave
spaces sell for $2,795. I have one to sell
for $1,900. Call Harry 248-545-3525.

1/4

Greenwood Cemetery - Birmingham
Grave spaces sell for $3,000 each. I will
sell all three for $1,900 each - $5,700. Call
Harry 248-545-3525. 

1/4

RECOVERY

Heroin/Grief Recovery with Dr. Lawrence
Ventline, 989 582 0520.
shrinkrap68@gmail.com 3/3

FOR SALE

Sixty-three year thirty three - Hummer 
figurine collection. Call 586-884-6448 for
brochure.

1/1

VOLUNTEER
HOPE NOT HANDCUFFS

Hope Not Handcuffs is an initiative started
by Families Against Narcotics (FAN),
aimed at bringing law enforcement and
community organizations together in an
effort to find viable treatment options for
individuals seeking help to reduce
dependency with heroin, prescription
drugs, and alcohol. 
A person struggling with any drug addic-
tion can come to any of the participating
police agencies and ask for help. They will
be greeted with support, compassion and
respect. Hope Not Handcuffs volunteer
‘Angels’ help with paperwork and provide
compassionate support until a treatment
option is found.  Angel's can choose their
own time slot by signing up to be on call
for just 2 four hour blocks per month.

To sign up and learn more, visit 
familiesagainstnarcotics.org/volunteer

ADOPT A PET
The Humane Society of Macomb works to
prevent cruelty to animals, and place
adoptable pets into good, permanent
homes with responsible owners and pro-
mote spaying and neutering to prevent
overpopulation. The Humane Society of
Macomb has many cats, dogs, puppies
and kittens waiting for a new home. They
are open Monday through Saturday, 10
a.m.– 3 p.m. for adoptions. Give them a
call at 586-731-9210, and visit them at
11350 22 Mile Road in Utica.

Willis

Ted

Barney

ADOPT A PET
Roksha

CLASSIFIED
November 30, 2018

To place a classified advertisement, Call 248-524-4868, fax to 248-524-9140, or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com
15 words for $12.00, each additional word 25¢ • Phone numbers and hyphenations count as 2 words, abbreviations count as 1 word

Single line of caps 75¢ • Bold single line of caps $1.00 • Double line of caps $1.50 • Bold double line of caps $2.00
Payable by credit card or mailing a check to GAZETTE CLASSIFIEDS, P.O. Box 482, Troy, MI, 48099. Please make check payable to Gazette Media Group.

Deadline for ad placement is 10 a.m. Wednesday, the week of publication. 
Gazette Media Group reserves the right to revise, classify, or reject in whole or in part, any advertisement in this newspaper. Errors / Corrections: The Gazette is committed to correcting errors that appear in the

newspaper. Those interested in contacting the paper for that purpose can email: News@GazetteMediaGroup.com or call 248-524-4868. Please note, the Gazette is not responsible for errors in advertising.
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Place Your Classified Here
Three Great Papers, One Low Price!

Place your classified ad in all three Gazette Newspapers and your message will reach six
of the most desirable communities in metro Detroit, including: Troy, Rochester,

Rochester Hills, Shelby Township, Utica, Macomb Township, and surrounding areas.

To place a classified advertisement, call 248-524-4868, fax 248-524-9140,
or email classifieds@gazettemediagroup.com

1 Paper 2 Papers 3 Papers

15 Words

Each Additional
Word

$12 $20 $25

50¢ per
word50¢ per

word25¢ per
word
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Sudoku

MAKE YOUR WEDDING OR
SPECIAL EVENT UNIQUE 

with the sound 
of the great

Highland Bagpipes 

CALL FRANKLIN AT 
248.399.1101
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PAPER

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

Never known to fail. Oh most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of heaven, blessed Mother
of the Son of God. Immaculate Virgin assist me in my
necessity. Oh star of the Sea, help me and show me here-
in, you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary. Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from
the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived with-
out sin, pray for us who has resource to thee 3x. Holy
Mother, I place this cause in your hands. 3x Holy Spirit,
you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal, You who gave me the divine gift to for-
give and forget all evil against me, and that in all
instances in my life you are with me. I want in this short
prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once
again that I never wanted to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your mercy toward me and
mine. This person must say this prayer 3 consecutive
days, after 3 days the results will be granted. This prayer
must be published after the favor is granted.

Interested?
Send your resume and a short introduction to

Andrew@GazetteMediaGroup.com

Now Seeking
Editorial Interns!

INTERNS -
•  News, Sports, & Digital roles available
•  Must be in pursuit of relevant degree
•  Ability to work at our office in Troy 

Fall in love with God.

It will change your life.
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