
In the early morning hours of 
November 26, the Troy Fire 
Department received a call from 
an occupant at the Somerset 
Apartments stating that her "vent 
in the master bedroom was on 
fire.” 

While firefighters were being 
dispatched, the caller stated that 
her neighbor had used a fire 
extinguisher, but was not sure if 
the fire was out. 

Firefighters arrived on the 
scene of a large 2-story, 8-unit 
apartment building with no smoke 
or fire showing from the outside. 
This building is attached to two 

similar sized buildings, with a total 
of 24 occupied units. Further 
investigation revealed that there 
had indeed been a fire in the 
bathroom ceiling fan, and that 
flames were visible. The occupant, 
upon being interviewed by 
investigators, indicated she was 
awoken by “a popping noise from 
the bathroom.” She also noticed 
“the reflection of flames from the 
bathroom ceiling in the closet 
doors.” The occupant told 
investigators that as she exited 
the building, and was dialing 911, 
she made contact with a neighbor, 
Jeff Dunstan. 

Dunstan proceeded to the area 
of the fire and applied a fire 
extinguisher to the bathroom fan, 
containing the fire to the 
immediate area. This allowed 
occupants of the building time to 
be alerted and escape the 
building. A fire in the fan, which is 
installed from the attic side, would 
allow flames to easily spread 
through the attic and threaten all 
occupants of this 24-unit 
apartment building. But quick 
action by Mr. Dunstan prevented a 
disastrous loss. 

Firefighters opened the ceiling 

Troy only became a city in 
1955, and by 1957, Ted Halsey was 
a member of the Troy Police 
Department. He would be an 
active member of the community 
for many years to come. 

Lawrence “Ted” Halsey 
passed away on January 2, 2020 at 
the age of 92. Ted was a resident 
of Troy since 1948 and was a 
retired Troy Police Officer. He also 
was a volunteer Firefighter at 
Station 1 and served on the Troy 
Traffic Committee for 30 years. 
The quality of life that the City of 
Troy offers is a result of hard 
work, planning, sacrifice, and 
leadership. Ted’s being one of 
Troy’s dedicated volunteers, 
helped to keep the quality 
services that the city offers and 
they are key to making Troy the 
greatest place to live in the State 
of Michigan. 

Ted loved people, nature, 
farming and traveling, but he 
especially enjoyed going up to 
Sault Ste. Marie to camp and 
watch his beloved freighters go 
by. But, nothing else surpassed 
the love Ted had for his family. 

Beloved husband of the late 
Lorraine for 53 years and dearest 
companion of Gladys Emery for 
16 years. Ted was the loving 
father of Susan Foster (John) and 
the late Mark Halsey (Debbie). 
Cherished grandpa of Nathan 

Ted Halsey 
Remembered 
as Dedicated 
Member of Troy 
Community

FOR HELPING TO AVOID what might have been a large, and potentially dangerous fire, Somerset Park 
Resident Jeff Dunstan was awarded a Civilian Citation last Wednesday by the Troy Fire Department. 
Pictured at the presentation are (left to right) Assistant Fire Chief Chuck Riesterer, Troy Fire Chief Dave 
Roberts, Jeff Dunstan, and Assistant Fire Chief Pete Hullinger. We are all thankful for Jeff’s quick actions. 
Photo courtesy of Troy Fire Department
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Make Your MLK Day 
Donations 

Donations are urgently needed 
for the City of Troy and Troy 
Schools MLK Day of service, being 
held this year on Monday, January 
20 at Athens High School. 

In order to have enough 
materials to do their service 
projects, they need several items. 

Donations of fleece (in 
increments of 2.5 feet) to make 
fleece blankets for children, 
veterans, and cancer patients at 
local hospitals, are needed. 

Care package items like candy 
(no chocolate), gum, energy bars 
are needed so they can assemble 
boxes for troops overseas. 
Corporate donations for postage 
would be most welcomed, too. 

Plastic grocery bags would be 
appreciated so they can prepare 
them for making waterproof mats 
for homeless people. 

Donation boxes are at all Troy 
Schools, the Library, Troy 
Community Center and City Hall. 
Easy online donations can be 
made at Troy.k12.mi.us/. 

On January 20, come for the 
delicious breakfast, and do a good 
deed, too. 

 

Recreation Alerts 
Beginning Thursday, January 

16, Zumba will be offered at 9 a.m. 
with Dalya in Studio B/C for fitness 
passport members on Thursdays 
through the Winter Schedule. 

Badminton on Monday - Friday 
mornings now begins at 5:15 a.m. 
rather than 6 a.m. at the 
Community Center. 

For questions and more 
information, call 248-524-3484.



and checked the immediate area 
for any extension of fire, but found 
none. Burnt and smoldering 
insulation was found and 
extinguished by firefighters. And 
although the area is equipped 
with smoke detectors, these 
devices were not activated due to 
most of the smoke being vented 
into the attic space. The 
apartment’s occupant was 
relocated to another space by the 
Somerset Park Apartment 
Management. No injuries or 
fatalities were reported. 

For his quick thinking and his 
actions to protect life and 
property, Jeff Dunstan was 
presented with the Troy Fire 
Department’s Civilian Citation by 
Fire Chief Dave Roberts, Assistant 
Fire Chief Pete Hullinger, and 
Assistant Fire Chief Chuck 
Riesterer. 

The department extended 
their sincere appreciation to Jeff 
for his actions, which 
unquestionably protected many 
fellow residents and their 
property from being damaged or 
lost by fire.

Foster (Jaclyn) and Jill Lenaway 
(Garry). Devoted great 
grandfather of Aidan Lenaway, 
Brennan Lenaway, Averie Foster, 
and Augustin Foster. Brother of 
the late Norman Halsey and the 
late Margaret Ryan.  

Ted’s funeral service was held 
on Tuesday, January 7 at A.J. 
Desmond and Sons Price Chapel 
in Troy. A Firefighters memorial 
service at on Monday evening, 
with brother Jim Halsey giving the 
eulogy. Ted’s family prefers 
memorial tributes to Troy 
Firefighters Community Fund, 500 
W. Big Beaver Rd., Troy, MI, for the 
Firefighters Memorial at 
Firefighters Park.
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K-Prep Preschool
Registration
Now Open

Troy Preschool Expo at Community Center
Don’t miss the city’s Preschool 

Expo at the Troy Community 
Center (Room 304-305) from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 
15. 

The City of Troy offers this 
event to benefit the community by 
providing a comprehensive forum 
for parents to help them 

determine the best daycare and 
preschool match for their family.  

Parents can speak to dozens of 
qualified childcare professionals 
that are located right in Troy and 
surrounding communities. 

The event is free for families to 
attend.

FIRE, From page 1

HALSEY, From page 1

IT WAS A GATHERING of many long-time members of the Troy 
community last week as they gathered to recall the life of one of the 
city’s more devoted citizens, Ted Halsey. Pictured here with Tonya 
Perry (center), the first female Troy firefighter, are Frank 
Gerstenecker, retired Troy City Manager, and long-time 
councilwoman and former Troy Mayor Jeanne Stine at A.J. 
Desmond’s Funeral Home’s Price Chapel.

Pinterest Party “Ladies Night In” at 
the Troy Community Center

Troy Parks and Recreation will 
host a Pinterest Party on 
Wednesday, January 22 from 6:30-
8 p.m. at the Troy Community 
Center. 

Time to get crafty! This “Ladies 
Night In” event will be full of fun 
and relaxation. Join in for some 
winter-themed crafts inspired by 
Pinterest. 

The night will include making 
winter-themed candle holders, 
bath bombs, and more. Get ready 

to enjoy a relaxing night with old 
and new friends. All supplies 
included. 

The event is intended for ages 
18 and up, and the cost to attend 
is $15 for residents, $20 for non-
residents. Register online with 
Activity # 6006-A at 
rec.troymi.gov/registration or in 
person at Troy Community Center. 

The Troy Community Center is 
located at 3179 Livernois Rd.


